
Guidelines for the Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum publications 

 

Introduction 

The Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum series was founded in 1930 in the United Kingdom by the 

then Curator of Greek coins at the British Museum, Sir Stanley Robinson. Initially the project 

was conceived on a national basis, and established as a British Academy Research Project. In 

time, the project extended to other countries, and in Paris on April 21, 1969 the series was 

adopted by the Union Académique Internationale under the Directorship of the British Academy 

and the INC. Since that time it has been directed by Paul Naster 1972-1986, Ulla Westermark 

1986-1997, Harald Nilsson 1997-2009, Adrian Popescu 2009-2013 and Andrew Meadows 

(2013-). 

The Origin and Nature of the Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum series 

In contemplating the production of an SNG volume it is important to bear in mind the original 

intention behind the series, as it was expressed by its founder, Sir Stanley Robinson: 

The object of the publication, of which this is the first part, is to reproduce by photography 

Greek coins contained in collections which have not been already published with adequate 

illustrations; to do, in fact, mutatis mutandis, what is being done for Greek Vases by the 

Corpus Vasorum…. The study of ancient, and particularly Greek, coins is now entering upon 

a new phase and must employ new methods. Most extant coins of outstanding importance, 

historically or otherwise, have been adequately published and discussed; and the general 

outlines have been laid down once for all. It remains to fill in the detail with the greatest 

richness possible. This can only be done through intensive work upon special periods and 

issues, in which large numbers of similar coins, common as well as scarce, are studied for 

minor varieties, and rigid chronological sequences are established on the evidence of die 

identities.  

A few monographs on these lines have already been prepared, and the results obtained 

from them indicate how fruitful the new method of approach may prove. But before rapid 

progress can be made it is necessary to increase the amount of the material easily available 

for study. At present the new method is only possible for one who has access to private 

collections and can visit foreign museums and amass a large apparatus of plaster casts. For it 

is essential that he should be able to study as many specimens as possible at the same time.  

As a preliminary, photographic illustrations, of the kind here provided, will tell him where 

his material is to be found, and greatly diminish the number of plaster casts which he would 

other-wise require for examination. There are many collections in English universities and 

museums, not to speak of those in private hands, which can provide just the material required.

  

The text has been kept as short as possible, no running references being given and only 

such details as are not clear from the illustrations themselves; but notes on points of special 

interest which have suggested themselves for comment have not been excluded. The axis is 
indicated, except, of course, where there is no reverse type, and weights are given in 

grammes.  

 

SNG is intended to be the vehicle for the swift publication of all the basic information about 

specimens in a collection that will be necessary to a scholar working on a die-study or corpus of 

a coinage or coinages.  The SNG series was not designed to serve as the full catalogue 

publication of a collection; nor is its primary purpose to serve as a reference work for a 

particular coinage (even though some volumes by their comprehensive or esoteric nature may 

have incidentally assumed that role).  SNG is the tool intended to help those engaged in the 

project of creating those reference works by making many specimens available. 

SNG authors are thus encouraged not to allow the accumulation of unnecessary scholarly 

apparatus to stand in the way of prompt publication.  The INC has established the following list 



of categories of information (a) with the aim of establishing what it is necessary to include in an 

SNG publication for it to qualify to be described as ‘Under the auspices of the INC’, and (b) as 

a guide to authors and publishers as to what may additionally be included or omitted in the 

interests of publication in a timely fashion. 

New projects and/or volumes should be announced to the Director of SNG for report to the 

Committee of the International Numismatic Council and the Union Académique Internationale.  

Upon publication a copy of every volume should be sent to the Director for similar reporting 

purposes.  Those responsible for SNG projects on a national basis will be asked to submit 

periodic reports on progress. 

 

Required Elements for printed volumes 

A. Description 

1. Unique reference/accession number 

2. Metal 

3. Weight (in grams, to two decimal places) 

4. Die axis (hours of the clock or equivalent in degrees; arrows should not be used) 

5. Photograph of obverse and reverse at 1:1 

6. Arrangement of the material should follow the geographic order established in Historia 

Numorum (2
nd

 ed., 1911). 

7. Date (range) 

8. Basic descriptions of obverse and reverse 

9. Prior commercial and collection history of specimen 

10. Hoard or archaeological context (if possible with stratigraphy for excavation coins) 

11. Details of any abnormalities of strike (e.g. overstruck, double struck, brockage) 

12. Details of any significant secondary treatment (e.g. countermarked, pierced, cut) 

13. Diameter at widest point (for base metal coins) 

 

B. Format 

14. Volumes should be in A4 format. 

15. Text and respective plates should be laid out on facing pages. 

16. It is expected that coins in all metals, including bronze alloys be published. 

17. All coins should be illustrated. Very worn coins may exceptionally be left out. 

 

Optional elements 

18. Details of prior publication, if known (‘This coin’ references) 

19. Cross references to appropriate corpora (Corpus ID nos.) 

20. Cross-references to other similar published specimens (‘Cf.’ references) 

 

SNG Online 

The establishment of an online version of an SNG project is a logical progression from the 

printed format, and has been undertaken by one national committee (UK).  A series of meetings 

of various national SNG projects took place between 2004 and 2006 at Athens, Uppsala and 

London with a view to establishing standards for the digital presentation of SNG data.  One 

result of those meetings was the drafting of a Numismatic Description Standard (NUDS) 

schema. Further information can be found at 

http://nomisma.org/nuds/numismatic_database_standard. A draft of NUDS in XML format has 

been created, tailored to the requirements of linked data and also influenced by existing 

metadata standards commonly used in libraries and archives–Encoded Archival Description 

(EAD), METS, VRA Core and the Text Encoding Initiative (TEI). Fuller documentation is 

available at http://wiki.numismatics.org/nuds:nuds. 

Projects considering the establishment of an online version of their project are encouraged to 

contact the SNG Director, Andrew Meadows. 

 

Summary of Requirements to qualify as published ‘Under the auspices of the 

International Numismatic Council’ 

http://nomisma.org/nuds/numismatic_database_standard
http://wiki.numismatics.org/nuds:nuds


In order for the publisher to be able to use the phrase ‘Published under the auspices of the 

International Numismatic Council’ the following requirements must be met: 

a. The description of coins must match or exceed the requirements (nos. 1-13) set out 

above. 

b. Notification of the intention to publish the volume must be sent to the INC’s Director of 

SNG. 

c. On publication, a copy of the SNG volume must be sent to the INC’s Director of SNG. 

d. A proposed volume, if it does not publish a collection in its entirety, must exist within a 

demonstrable plan to achieve full publication.   

On its part the INC undertakes: 

a. To offer advice on standards of publication, if required 

b. To advertise the publication of the volume to its membership by its usual means of 

communication 

c. To report on the volume to the UAI 

 

A.R. Meadows C. Arnold-Biucchi, Pere Pau Ripollès, August 2013 

 


