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LAW AND PRACTICE REGARDING COIN FINDS 

 

Sven Günther & Shumeng Liu [1] 

 

LAWS AND REGULATIONS ON COINS AND OTHER RELICS IN CHINA’S 

PAST AND PRESENT 

 

The richness of cultural heritage and relics in China has not only spread 

knowledge of Chinese history and culture across the world but has also 

brought many of these objects to foreign countries in course of the last 

centuries, particularly through looting, smuggling but also due to the lack 

of detailed regulations. Thus, Chinese governments from the 20th century 

onwards tried to protect sites and relics. [2] On 13 September 1928, the 

‘Regulations Governing Preservation of Scenic Resorts, Ancient Remains 

and Relics’ [3] was promulgated by the Ministry of Interior of the then 

Republic of China. They can be regarded as the first national legal frame-

work classifying ancient archaeological sites, remains and relics into dif-

ferent categories (including ‘coins and currencies’ under B (relics) 1 (bronze 

and stone carvings)), and ordering their protection, collection and exhibi-

tion. Though heavy disciplinary measures as well as punishments for offi-

cials and private persons violating, damaging or stealing etc. ancient re-

mains and/or objects were announced (Articles 8 and 9), the drawing up of 

detailed regulations was put into the hands of municipal administrations 

and hsien, i.e. district governments, what reflects the still unfixed relation 

between central and local administration at that time. Further regulations 

were enacted in 1930s, for instance the ‘Relics Preservation Law’ (rpl) 

(amended 10 November 1935) and ‘Rules Governing the Excavation of Re-

lics’ (rger) (16 March 1935). There, the Ministries of Education and Inte-

rior as well as the Central Relics Custodian Commission were involved 

whereby the latter was granted specific rights of definition and clarification. 

Important for our purpose were the regulations regarding the registration 

of privately-owned important relics that should not be transferred to 

 
[1] Institute for the History of Ancient Civilizations, Northeast Normal University, Chang-

chun, China; svenguenther@nenu.edu.cn / sveneca@aol.com. 

[2] For a more detailed history of these regulations, cf. Lau 2011, 21-26. In the following, 

only some remarkable regulations are discussed, for the sake of clarity. 

[3] If not otherwise indicated, the laws and regulations presented throughout the paper can 

be accessed in its original Chinese version and (English or French) translation at the 

UNESCO Database of National Cultural Heritage Laws, http://www.unesco.org/culture/ 

natlaws/index.php (20.01.2019). For sake of clarity, only English (or French) trans-

lations and summaries, respectively, are provided; of course, only the original versions 

are legally valid. For a full reference to relevant regulations, see the (Chinese) collection: 

National Cultural Heritage Administration 2009. 
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foreigner (‘aliens’ in the language of that time; rpl Articles 5 and 6); the 

reversion of any discovered relic under or above ground to the State, with 

‘appropriate reward’ as compensation and on pain of penalties if concealed 

(rpl Article 7; cf. rger Article 8 with respect to excavations to be carried 

out); the registration of any foreign academic institution or private person 

in excavations that were only to be carried out by governmentally con-

trolled Chinese academic institutions (rpl Article 10; rger Article 6); and 

restriction of circulation of relics within the country, with strict rules re-

garding the transfer of excavated objects abroad for academic research 

purposes (rpl Article 13), also for privately-owned ones (rpl Article 14). 

After the establishment of People’s Republic of China, the Ministry of Cul-

ture and the Ministry of Foreign Trade promulgated the ‘Reference Stan-

dards for the Exit Appraisal of Cultural Relics’, [4] which was enacted on 

7 November 1960. [5] Using 1949 as the main dividing line, it categorized cul-

tural relics and defined the exit-prohibitions. [6] In Chapter 12, criteria were 

laid down with the details regarding the export of coins and currencies. Any 

ancient or recent coins issued/minted before 1949 were prohibited from 

being exported, while individual coins in hotels which are not restricted by 

the existing monetary regulations, be used for decoration, are small in 

number and have no value were allowed to be exported (Article 1). Any bill 

issued before 1911 was prohibited from export (Article 2), so were moulds 

and printing plates produced before 1949 (Articles 3 and 4). Besides, the 

Ministry of Culture and Ministry of Foreign Trade also promulgated the 

‘Opinion Concerning the Reference Standards for the Exit Appraisal of Cul-

tural Relics’ at the same day, to supplement the aformementioned one. 

The first regulations communicated to the UN by the People’s Republic of 

China are laid down in the ‘Note du conseil des affaires d’État relative à la 

publication du règlement provisoire sur la protection et l’administration du 

patrimoine culturel’ dating from 4 March 1961. The regulations enacted 

shortly before (17 November 1960) were mainly concerned with protecting 

sites and relics discovered during building work, however prohibited the 

export of culturally important vestiges without state permission, allowed 

the state to acquire or, in case of fraudulent act, confiscate those relics 

(Article 14). In Article 15, rewards to organizations and persons who con-

tribute to the protection of, or donate, those vestiges were promised while 

acts or attempts of destruction, steal, embezzlement, smuggling abroad 

etc. were threatened with punishments. 

 
[4] Accessed under: http://www.wenwuchina.com/a/23/1586.html (10.02.2019) (in Chinese). 

[5] On former regulations, cf. Lau 2011, 22. 

[6] These regulations lost effect as of 3 April 2007, being replaced by ‘Standards for the 

Exit Examination of Cultural Relics’, see below. 



the law and practice regarding coin finds in china 3 

Hereafter, the National Cultural Heritage Administration issued the ‘Trial 

Measures on the Maintenance of Museum Collections’ [7] and ‘Standards for 

Determining First-Class Pieces in Museum Collections’ [8] on 1 January 1978, 

effective as of the same day. The former one regulated that museums should 

collect, appraise, and set up an account of their respective cultural relics, 

and produce a catalogue as well as an archive (Articles 6 and 7). Detailed 

procedures are listed (Articles 8-25). The latter one confirmed the criteria 

of the First-Class Collections. Later, the ‘Rating Standards for the Collec-

tions of Cultural Relics’ [9] was promulgated by the Ministry of Culture on 3 

March 1987. It provided criteria for the classification of cultural relics based 

on their historical, artistic and scientific value. In 2005, the Ministry of 

Culture enacted the ‘Measures on Control of Museums’. [10] The regulations 

defined the conception of museum (Article 2), ensuring the procedures of 

the establishment and termination of museum (Articles 9-18); it also stan-

dardized the management of all collections (Articles 19-25), and the prin-

ciples of exhibition and services (Articles 26-30). 

A comprehensive law came into effect in 1982 which was amended several 

times in the following years. Its version of 2007 forms the basis of the cur-

rent statutes, statutory regulations and implementation rules. [11] It mainly 

follows the principles of former statutes, however, provides a detailed 

framework and some new features. The guiding goals are: ‘strengthening 

the protection of cultural relics, inheriting the splendid historical and cul-

tural legacy of the Chinese nation, promoting scientific research, conduct-

ing education in patriotism and in the revolutionary tradition, and building 

a socialist society with cultural, ideological and material progress’ (Article 

1). An own administrative department in charge of cultural relics under the 

State Council is responsible for carrying out work with regard to protection 

of them (Article 8) while the ‘criteria and measures for the verification of 

cultural relics’, both immovable and movable, have to be approved by the 

State Council itself (Article 2). Immovable relics are classified into national, 

provincial or city/county-level sites regarding their historical and cultural 

value, movable relics divided into ordinary or valuable ones, the latter then 

 
[7] Accessed under: http://cpll.cn/law1164.shtml (10.02.2019) (in Chinese). 

[8] Accessed under:http://www.pkulaw.cn/fulltext_form.aspx?Db=chl&Gid=dcf80975c601 

4647bdfb&keyword=%E5%8D%9A%E7%89%A9%E9%A6%86%E4%B8%80%E7%B

A%A7%E8%97%8F%E5%93%81%E9%89%B4%E9%80%89%E6%A0%87%E5%87%

86%EF%BC%88%E8%AF%95%E8%A1%8C%EF%BC%89&EncodingName=&Search_

Mode=accurate&Search_IsTitle=0 (10.02.2019) (in Chinese). 

[9] Accessed under: http://www.pkulaw.cn/fulltext_form.aspx?Db=chl&Gid=f091e61e2701 

4b86bdfb&keyword=%E6%96%87%E7%89%A9%E8%97%8F%E5%93%81%E5%AE

%9A%E7%BA%A7%E6%A0%87%E5%87%86&EncodingName=&Search_Mode=accu

rate&Search_IsTitle=0 (10.02.2019) (in Chinese). 

[10] Accessed under: http://www.sach.gov.cn/art/2007/10/28/art_1035_6949.html (10.02. 

2019) (in Chinese). 

[11] Cf. also Lau 2011, 24-25. 
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into grade 1-3 (Article 3). [12] All relics unearthed within the (land and sea) 

boundaries of the People’s Republic of China are owned by the State, fur-

ther movable relics collected, preserved, purchased by or donated to it and 

its institutions (Article 5). However, ownership of cultural relics etc. handed 

down from ancestors or obtained in accordance with laws are protected so 

long the owners abide by state laws (Article 6; cf. Article 50 for details 

regarding acquisition and circulation). Several forms of deeds with regard 

to the protection of cultural relics is encouraged (Article 12). 

Any kind of transfer of cultural relics to foreigners or foreign institutions 

is, in fact, prohibited. Immovable cultural relics which are not owned by 

the State are forbidden to be transferred or mortgaged to foreigners (Article 

25; cf. the legal liability in Article 68 (2) and 71). Any cultural relic prohibi-

ted from leaving the country is also not allowed to be transferred, leased or 

pledged to foreigners (Article 52; cf. the legal liability regulation in Article 

64 (4) and 71). Unless allowed by special permission of the State Council, 

no foreigner or foreign institution can conduct archaeological investigation 

or excavation (Article 33). 

Furthermore, the market for cultural relics is strictly regulated. Cultural 

relic stores and auction enterprises where private citizens may purchase 

cultural relics (Article 50 (2)-(3)) – of course, with strict examination of 

objects and record-keeping – must be permitted or get a license, whereby 

both businesses are not allowed in combination, and auction enterprises 

can only be approved by the administrative department in charge of cul-

tural relics under the State Council (Articles 53 and 54). Foreign influence 

in any of both business activities is prohibited, so is any participation of 

workers at cultural relics-administrations (Article 55). The only specific 

regulation with regard to coins and currencies is Article 59 under which 

banks are allowed to keep those of past ages needed for research. 

Chapter VI gives a general framework for taking and bringing cultural relics 

out of or into China (Articles 60-63). Generally, prohibited cultural relics, 

either state- or privately-owned, are not allowed to leave the country 

(Article 60); cultural relics to be taken out must be examined and verified 

with an exit permit, and presented to the Customs for approval (Article 61); 

for exhibitions, similar rules apply whereby the export of grade one cultural 

relics is rigorously handled (Article 62). A temporary entry of cultural relics 

shall also be declared, with similar examination and permit-procedures 

(Article 63). 

This general framework is concretized in the ‘Regulations for the Imple-

mentation of the Law of the People’s Republic of China on Protection of 

 
[12] For details and discussion, see Lau 2011, passim. On the Chinese series-publication of 

the standards with illustrations, see ibid., 8. 
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Cultural Relics’, effective as of 1 July 2003. [13] Besides more detailed regula-

tions about recording and reporting with regard to archaeological excava-

tions and relics in museums, some concrete requirements for obtaining a 

permission or license to set up a cultural relics store or auction enterprise 

are given (Articles 39-42). In Article 43, both are also advised to give de-

tailed reports about the objects sold or auctioned, and the purchasers to the 

relevant cultural relics administrative department which has to keep the 

records for 75 years. Regarding the export and import of cultural relics, 

very detailed regulations are stated in Articles 44-53, describing examina-

tion-, verification- and decision-making procedures. However, the ‘cri-

teria of examination and verification for the exit of cultural relics shall be 

worked out by the competent cultural relics administrative department of 

the State Council’ (Article 45), so are not laid down here. Exhibition of ob-

jects abroad shall not exceed one year, with the possibility of extension for 

another year (Article 50) while temporarily-entering cultural objects with-

out the prescribed formalities and procedure, for instance for an exhibition, 

have to go through the whole examination and verification process des-

cribed in that Chapter, upon discovery. 

Details about the export of coins and currencies are laid down in 8th Chapter 

of the ‘Standards for the Exit Examination of Cultural Relics’, issued by the 

National Cultural Heritage Administration and effective as of 5 June 2007. [14] 

Any ancient coin, ancient bill minted or issued before 1911 – i.e. the Xinhai 

Revolution that brought an end to the last dynasty, the Qing Dynasty, and 

eventually established the then Republic of China (1912-1949) – is prohi-

bited from being exported (Articles 1 and 2). Also recent machine-made 

coins, medals/memorial coins issued before 1949, and recent bills issued 

before 1949, which have certain historical, artistic or scientific value, fall 

under this regulation (Articles 3 and 4). Moulds, printing plates, and design 

diagrams of any time are also not allowed to leave the country (Articles 5-7). 

Offenses against the existing exit-regulations, e.g. smuggling, are dealt 

with by courts with regard to the complex grading system of cultural relics 

with gradation in punishments, respectively. Thereby, the current Criminal 

Law and ‘explanations’ by the Supreme Court have to be respected. [15] Lau 

describes a case of illegal coin export where the main question was about 

whether the coins were so-called Third Class Cultural Relics or Common 

Cultural Relics; the one falls under criminal law, the other under regulatory 

offence. After the publication of Lau’s article, the case was suspended by 

the court in charge and the respective anti-smuggling bureau of the custom 

office withdrew it. However, the accused person had been detained for 810 

 
[13] Accessed under: http://sach.gov.cn/art/2016/12/1/art_1034_135312.html (10.02.2019) (in 

Chinese). 

[14] Accessed under: http://www.sach.gov.cn/art/2008/10/14/art_1036_93831.html (10.02. 

2019) (in Chinese). 

[15] Details in Lau 2011, 3-4. 
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days; the result of his action for compensation carried out afterwards is not 

reported in Chinese media to date. [16] 

With an international scope, there exist some Memoranda/Agreements of 

Understanding between China and other countries in respect of cultural 

relics, their protection and restitution, for instance, between China and 

USA with the reference line of ad 907 for legally allowed Chinese relics-

import to USA, i.e. the end of the Tang Dynasty, [17] or with Switzerland 

where e.g. Chinese coins made before ca. ad 1500 belong to Chinese Cultural 

Property and can be reclaimed for restitution. [18] 

To sum up, in past and present, China had, and has, a strong sense to pro-

tect its cultural relics. Nowadays, the strict regulations regarding excava-

tions and State ownership of cultural relics as well as the clearly defined 

rules for relics stores and auction enterprises prevent a wider circulation 

and market though within Chinese territory there is still the possibility of, 

for instance, coin auctions. However, the very strict rules with regard to 

export have established a ‘cultural relic firewall’ that one can only under-

stand by taking into account the frequent lootings, for example, during the 

Opium Wars (1839-1842) or the Japanese occupation period, and the diverse 

policies towards cultural heritage as well as the outflow of cultural relics 

via Hongkong, among others. 

 

 

 

 

Further Literature 

Lau, T. 2011. ‘The Grading of Cultural Relics in Chinese Law.’ International 

Journal of Cultural Property 18: 1–35. 

National Cultural Heritage Administration (ed.). 2009. Compendium of Laws 

and Documents Concerning Affairs of Chinese Cultural Property (1949-2009). 

Beijing: Cultural Relics Publishing House. / 国家文物局 (编)，«中国文化遗

产事业法规文件汇编 (1949-2009)», 北京：文物出版社，2009年. (in Chinese) 

 
[16] Ibid., 4-5. Details of the case in: http://news.eastday.com/s/20170219/u1a12728438.html 

(10.02.2019) (in Chinese). 

[17] Cf. Lau 2011, 26. See also: http://www.sach.gov.cn/art/2009/1/17/art_722_112025.html 

(10.02.2019) (in Chinese). 

[18] Agreement between the Federal Council of the Swiss Confederation and Government of 

the People’s Republic of China on Illicit Import and Export and Repatriation of Cultural 

Property (concluded 16 August 2013, effective as of 8 January 2014), Appendix ‘Catego-

ries of Chinese Cultural Property’ V.F and VI.E. 



GREAT COLLECTIONS 

 

Jack Nurpetlian * 

 

THE COIN COLLECTION OF THE AMERICAN UNIVERSITY OF BEIRUT 

 

The coin collection of the American University of Beirut is housed in its 

archaeological museum, one of the oldest museums in the Middle East. The 

University was founded in 1866 as the Syrian Protestant College by American 

missionaries and gradually expanded to incorporate a school, a hospital, an 

observatory and several buildings dealing with the arts and sciences. As a 

consequence of its rapid expansion and a noticeable growth in its student 

population, several collections were compiled for academic use in the fields 

of archaeology, geology, zoology and botany. The archaeological artifacts 

were mostly acquired through donations from various dignitaries associated 

with the university, starting with the first batch of Cypriot wares donated 

by General Luigi Palma di Cesnola, the American consul in Cyprus. [1] 

Throughout the 19th century, the collection grew as a consequence of more 

donations, in addition to purchases and exchanges from other museums 

(figure 1). 

 

 

Figure 1 - The archaeological collection in 1892 prior to the construction of the museum 

 

 
* Department of History and Archaeology, American University of Beirut 

(jn21@aub.edu.lb). 

[1] He later became the director of the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York. 
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As the collections expanded considerably it was decided to establish a 

proper ‘science building’ for these objects leading to the construction of 

Post Hall in 1902 (figure 2), named after Professor George Edward Post who 

at the time was the curator of all the above mentioned museum collections. 

 

 

Figure 2 - Present day view of Post Hall constructed in 1902 

 

In the early 20th century, artifacts from the immediate region such as Syria, 

Palestine, Egypt, Iraq and Iran were gradually added, giving the archaeolo-

gical museum a regional character. An effort was made to create a chrono-

logically comprehensive display of artifacts ranging from the Paleolithic to 

Ottoman periods. A special focus was of course artifacts from Lebanon. The 

museum was not operational during World War II [2] and all the artifacts 

were safely packed and removed. During the 1950s, Dr. D.C. Baramki, a pro-

fessor of archaeology and curator of the museum, secured funds to signi-

ficantly expand the internal area of the museum and dedicated the entire 

space to the archaeological collections; the remaining geological and natu-

ral history collections were removed to their relevant departments. To 

celebrate the university’s centennial, the newly refurbished archaeological 

museum was opened to the public in the mid-1960s and it was during this 

time also that its coin collection grew to become what it is today. Despite 

 
[2] The galleries were used as storerooms for food rations. 
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the Civil War turmoil of the 1970s and 80s, the museum managed to stay 

open. In 2006 the museum was completely renovated and modernized to 

international standards due to a generous donation from the Joukowsky 

Foundation (figure 3). 

 

 

Figure 3 - View of the interior of the newly renovated museum 

 

The university itself has a modest, but distinguished, history of numismatic 

research in the Middle East due to the active role of certain numismatists, 

such as Dimitri Baramki and more recently Kevin Butcher, in addition to 

scholars having conducted research there, such as Arthur Houghton and 

Frédérique Duyrat. Currently, a numismatic course is occasionally offered 

at the university and the main library on campus holds an impressive col-

lection of books on numismatics which continues to be updated in the 

present. 

The university boasts an impressive collection of approximately 11,000 

coins. Unfortunately, not much is known of the origin of most of the coins 

since the university does not seem to have had a specific policy on pur-

chases and consequently almost no documentation is available in this 

regard; the coins were mostly acquired through purchases and donations. [3] 

The chronologically well balanced collection ranges from the Greek and 

Persian to the Islamic periods, with naturally the Hellenistic and Roman 

periods well represented. The coins have a geographical focus on the 

 
[3] A few of the coins have a very generic indication of their provenance, such as “in ex-

change with Mr. …” or “presented by Mr. …”. 
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eastern Mediterranean, in particular the Syro-Phoenician territories. How-

ever, the collection remains mostly unpublished with the exception of the 

catalog of coins of Phoenicia and Palestine presenting ca. 1,800 coins. [4] 

Presently, renewed efforts are underway to publish the coins of Syria [5] (ca. 

1,500 coins, including issues of the Seleucid kings, cities and Roman Pro-

vincials) and eventually the remainder (namely Greek, Roman, Byzantine 

and Medieval periods). 

Currently, a selected number of coins are on display in the Mezzanine of 

the museum (figure 4). The two display cases present a chronologically 

sorted sample of coins relating to Lebanon and the immediate region and 

are a good general reference on the various types of coins both minted and 

circulated there throughout the various time periods. 

 

Figure 4 - The ‘Mezzanine’ where the coins are currently on display 

Although the vast majority of the coins are kept in the museum storerooms, 

they are readily available to researchers upon request. Despite the fact that 

the collection itself is not available online, a vintage index card file cabinet, 

organized nearly half a century ago and in spite of its outdated ‘techno-

logy’, enables the search for particular coins in a very efficient manner. At 

present these index cards are being digitized, facilitating the search process 

even further. What is still lacking, however, is the availability of digitized 

photographs of the coins, which can certainly pave the way for local and 

international access to the collection, rendering it an indispensable re-

source for the study of Levantine coinages and pave the way for research 

collaborations with other numismatic collections and projects. 

 
[4] Baramki, 1974. 

[5] Duyrat & Nurpetlian, forthcoming. 
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The table below is a detailed breakdown of the collection. The divisions and 

nomenclature are that used by the museum, which in turn follow that of 

the British Museum Catalogues of Coins. Note that for coins numbering less 

than five the exact number is provided, but numbers above five are given 

as an approximation and are rounded to the nearest five; [6] naturally, the 

higher the number the less accurate the estimated number may be. 

 

List of coins in the AUB Museum 

Region/Dynasty Mint/Ruler Quantity 

Phoenicia 

 Aradus 226 

 Berytus 139 

 Botrys 3 

 Byblus 64 

 Caesarea ad Libanum 4 

 Carnae 6 

 Dora 14 

 Marathus 40 

 Orthosia [7] 2 

 Ptolemais-Ace 31 

 Sidon 292 

 Tripolis 61 

 Tyre 312 

Syria 

Commagene  10 

 Doliche 5 

 Germanicia Caesarea 1 

 Samosata 10 

 Zeugma 10 

Cyrrhestica Beroea 5 

 Cyrrhus 10 

 Hierapolis 10 

Chalcidice Chalcis 2 

 ‘Helioseiros’ (Chalcis ad Belum) 1 

Palmyra  10 

Seleucis and Pieria Antioch 75 

 Apamea 15 

 Balanea Leucas 10 

 Emesa 10 

 Gabala 10 

 Laodicea 100 

 Rhosus 5 

 Raphanea 1 

 
[6] For Phoenicia and Palestine the exact numbers are given as per the published catalog. 

[7] Not published in Baramki’s catalog. 
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 Paltus 2 

 Seleucia 60 

Coele-Syria Damascus 20 

 Chalcis sub Libano 5 

 Demetrias 1 

 Heliopolis 30 

 Laodicea ad Libanum 5 

Trachonitis Caesarea-Panias 10 

 Gaba 10 

Decapolis Abila 1 

 Antiochia ad Hippum 10 

 Canata 5 

 Capitolias 2 

 Dium 2 

 Gadara 20 

 Gerasa 5 

 Pella 3 

 Philadelphia 10 

Provincia Syriae [8]  275 

Palestine 

Galilee Sepphoris 10 

 Tiberias 16 

Samaria Neapolis 62 

 Nysa-Scythopolis 7 

 Sebaste 8 

 Caesarea 80 

 Diospolis 7 

Judaea Aelia Capitolina 63 

 Ascalon 103 

 Eleutheropolis 4 

 Gaza 39 

 Raphia 3 

Hasmonean John Hyrcanus I 11 

 Judas Aristobulos 1 

 Alexander Jannaeus 29 

 Alexander Jannaeus (Imitation) 7 

 Mattathias Antigonus 11 

Herodian Herod I 21 

 Herod Philip II 3 

 Herod Antipas 6 

 Herod Archelaus 11 

 Herod Agrippa I 3 

 Herod Agrippa II 21 

Procurators Coponius 5 

 
[8] Mostly SC coins and tetradrachms of Antioch. 
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 M. Ambibulus 4 

 Valerius Gratus 9 

 Pontius Pilate 5 

 Antonius Felix 10 

First Revolt  12 

Judea Capta Vespasian 3 

 Titus 9 

 Domitian 9 

Second Revolt  15 

Arabia, Mesopotamia and Egypt 

Arabia Felix [9]  30 

Kings of Nabataea [10]  10 

Provincia Arabiae Hadrian 2 

 Adraa 2 

 Bostra 25 

 Esbus 1 

 Medaba 1 

 Petra 15 

 Philippopolis 5 

 Rabbathmoba 5 

Mesopotamia Carrhae 10 

 Edessa 30 

 Nisibis 5 

 Rhesaena 10 

 Singara 5 

Alexandria [11]  500 

Greek 

Corcyra  2 

Attica  40 

Euboea  10 

Boeotia  10 

Phocis  1 

Locris  3 

Peloponnesos  40 

Greek Islands  15 

Thessaly  15 

Thrace  45 

Tauric Chersonese  1 

Epirus  10 

Illyria  10 

Acarnania  1 

Danube Region  10 

 
[9] Mostly Amdan Bayyin Yanaf. 

[10] Mostly Aretas IV. 

[11] From Augustus to Probus. 
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Troas  10 

Aeolis  15 

Lesbos  5 

Ionia  60 

Icariae  1 

Bosporus  1 

Paphlagonia  10 

Pontus  35 

Lydia  10 

Mysia  40 

Lycia  1 

Phrygia  15 

Caria  30 

Bithynia  15 

Pamphilia  20 

Lycaonia  2 

Pisidia  20 

Cilicia [12]   120 

Cappadocia  100 

Galatia  15 

Cyprus  10 

Persia 

Achaemenid  15 

Parthian  20 

Sassanian  20 

‘Babylon’  10 

Macedonia 

 Philip II 1 (AV) 

 Philip II 2 (AR) 

 Philip II 4 (AE) 

 Alexander III 5 (AV) 

 Alexander III 500 (AR) 

 Alexander III 40 (AE) 

 Cassander 2 

 Eupolemos (Mylasa?)  1 

 Demetrios I Poliorketes 5 

 Antigonus II Gonatas 10 

 Demetrius II 2 

 Philip V 3 

 Autonomous 2 

 Roman rule 35 

Seleucid Dynasty 
 Seleucos I 25 
 Antiochos I 15 

 
[12] Mostly Tarsus. 
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Antiochos II 15 

 Seleucos II 10 

 Antiochos Hierax 5 

 Seleucos III 10 

 Antiochos III 80 

 Seleucos IV 20 

 Antiochos IV 40 

 Antiochos V 10 

 Demetrios I 55 

 Timarchos 1 

 Alexander Balas 40 

 Demetrios II 70 

 Tryphon 5 

 Antiochos VI 15 

 Antiochos VII 50 

 Alexander Zabinas 30 

 Antiochos VIII 35 

 Antiochos IX 20 

 Seleucos VI 2 

 Antiochos X 3 

 Philip Philadelphus 10 

 Demetrios III 5 

 Tigranes 4 

 Antiochos XII 5 

Ptolemaic Dynasty 

 Various kings [13] 120 

Roman 

Roman Republican  150 

Roman Imperatorial  50 

Roman Imperial [14]  1,500 

Byzantine 

Byzantine Empire [15]  1,000 

Ostrogothic  1 

Umayyad and Abbasid 

Arab Sassanian  4 

Umayyad dinars  50 

Umayyad fulus  150 

Umayyad dirhams  300 

Caliphate of Spain  200 

Abbasid [16]  1,000 

 

 
[13] Includes 1 AV and some AR. 

[14] from Augustus to Licinius; includes denarii. 

[15] From Constantine I to Michael VIII. 

[16] Mostly dirhams, some dinars, few fulus. 
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Islamic from Idrisi to Ottoman 

Idrisi  1 

Bani Aghlab  5 

Bani Tulun  10 

Ikhshidi  10 

Saffari  5 

Samani  15 

Amir al Umara  5 

Ziyadid  5 

Buweihid  15 

Hamdani  10 

Fatimid  120 

Seljuk  100 

Urtuqids  75 

Shahs of Khwarezm  1 

‘Beni Sengi of Mosul’  35 

‘Bektegini’  3 

Ayyubid  200 

Mamluks  225 

Mongols and North Africa  100 

Ottoman [17]  40 

Medieval 

Venice  20 

Crusader Antioch 100 

 Jerusalem 30 

 Acre 5 

 Tripoli 20 

 Cyprus 90 

 Edessa 5 

Varia 

Countermarked coins [18] Unknown mints 100 

Uncertain  100 

 

Sources 

Baramki, D. (1974). The Coin Collection of the American University of Beirut 

Museum: Palestine and Phoenicia (Beirut: American University of Beirut). 

Duyrat, F. & Nurpetlian, J. (forthcoming). The Coin Collection of the Ame-

rican University of Beirut Museum: Syria. 

History of the Museum. Available at http://www.aub.edu.lb/museum_archeo 

/Pages/history.aspx (Accessed: March 2019). 

 
[17] From Bayezid I to Suleiman II. 

[18] Mostly Roman of poor quality. 
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150 YEARS OF THE MÜNZKABINETT BERLIN. PEOPLE – COINS – MEDALS 

Kairos, or the right moment: that moment was 1868 for the foundation of 

the Münzkabinett as an independent museum within the fast-growing 

network of the Royal Museums in Berlin. [1] This act took place at a time 

when Prussia was on the rise politically, but the fact that this moment of 

opportunity was seized is largely the achievement of Julius Friedländer, 

whose persistent efforts at the Royal Museum since 1840 had paved the 

way for the new museum’s foundation. This elevation to the status of a 

museum is a highpoint in the history of the Münzkabinett, a history that 

goes back to the sixteenth century and which has reflected the eventful 

history of Berlin right down to the present day. An exhibition 2018/19 pre-

sents this history of the Münzkabinett for a whole year. They also bring 

into view the people linked together by the objects preserved in the Münz-

kabinett. They appear as collectors and previous owners of coins, as dealers, 

as the staff-members, coin researchers and patrons. The Münzkabinett has 

changed over the past 150 years. That change is currently expressed by the 

successes of digitisation: 150 years ago visitors went into the museum to 

see a selection of coins and medals in glass cases, and that is still the case 

today for the more than 5,000 exhibits on display in Berlin’s Museum Island, 

but there are also more than 35,000 objects that would otherwise be held 

in the vault, inaccessible to the public, which can be viewed in virtual form 

in our largest exhibition, any time, anywhere in the world. 

Researching the history of the museum is part of the everyday work of the 

curators, who address questions of provenance and consider the collecting 

strategy in the light of the existing holdings. [2] The objects in the museum 

link us to many people across two and half millennia. A look into the history 

of the Münzkabinett offers insights that cut across the eras: numismatics 

is an often underappreciated field in public perceptions and it can be tough 

to make the case for it in the mainstream of fashions and interests at any 

given time. But there have always been people with the breadth of vision to 

support this field. As for the museum staff, it can be established that none 

 
* Münzkabinett, Staatliche Museen zu Berlin, Stiftung Preußischer Kulturbesitz 

(b.weisser@smb.spk-berlin.de). 

[1] Overviews of the history of the Münzkabinett: Pinder 1851; Friedländer & von Sallet 1877; 

Friedländer 1880; Menadier 1919 and Kluge 2004. For suggestions and help I thank Elke 

Bannicke, Karsten Dahmen, Johannes Eberhardt, Andrea Gorys, Bernd Kluge and Chris-

tian Stoess. Translation by Orla Mulholland, a German version: Weisser 2019. 

[2] The Münzkabinett, the Zentralarchiv of the Staatliche Museen zu Berlin, the Geheimes 

Staatsarchiv of the Stiftung Preußischer Kulturbesitz and other locations hold sources 

for the history of the Münzkabinett and the objects preserved in it. In the past two years, 

the digital catalogue of the Münzkabinett’s holdings has been strengthened with regard 

to provenience research, so in the coming years more advances in this field will become 

possible. 
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of them failed to fulfil their duties well. But many chose not to be limited 

by that yardstick and in fact contributed far more. Almost every one of them 

showed a commitment that went above and beyond the standard require-

ments, and beyond what was expected of them as employees, in order to 

promote the Münzkabinett and the study of numismatics. 

 

From the beginnings to 1830 

In the sixteenth century at the Berlin City Palace, as at many other princely 

courts, a Cabinet of Art, or Cabinet of Curiosities, was created. In the con-

temporary literature about how to set up such rooms, coin collections are 

counted an important component, so this will have been the case too for the 

Prince-Electors of Brandenburg. Elector Joachim II of Brandenburg (reigned 

1535-1571) is the first collector of antiquities and coins to be mentioned, 

though the first inventory of coins dates from 1616. During the Thirty Years’ 

War (1618-1648), however, all the material acquired up to that date was 

lost. Frederick Wilhelm, the Great Elector (reigned 1640-1688), both out of 

interest and for the sake of his image, once again set up an Antiquitätsstube 

– an ‘antiques room’. In 1685 the collection of the Elector Palatine, consist-

ing of 12,000 coins and medals, passed by inheritance to Berlin. Its custo-

dian Lorenz Beger (1653-1705) also moved to Berlin in 1686 and was com-

missioned by Frederick III, the later Frederick I, King in Prussia, to produce 

the three-volume Thesaurus Brandenburgicus Selectus, completed between 

1696 and 1701, an opulent baroque work which primarily represented an-

cient coins. The first of these volumes presents at the end of its preface an 

engraving with an idealised representation of the coin cabinet within the 

Cabinet of Art in the Berlin City Palace (Ill. 1). 

 

 

Ill. 1 – View into the Cabinet of Art with the coin collection in the ‘Apothecary Wing’ 

of the Berlin City Palace, around 1685. The four lacquer cases for the various holdings 

can be seen clearly. On the basis of the decoration of the top of each case, the coins 

and medals seem to have been arranged by metal, into gold (Apollo = Sol), silver 

(Diana = Luna) and bronze (Venus = Cypria/Copper). The fourth case (Serapis) was 

for gems. From: L. Beger, Thesaurus Brandenburgicus (1696), engraving by Samuel 

Blesendorf. Credit: Bpk/Christine Kösser (Bildnr. 96186) 
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The Thesaurus Brandenburgicus is written in the form of a literary dialogue 

between the knowledgeable Dulodorus and the keen student Archaeophilos. [3] 

In Dulodorus it is not hard to recognise Beger himself. The dialogue is in 

the tradition of princely entertainment and education by means of coins 

and medals. [4] The coins offer the opportunity for learned reflections on 

myth, iconography, history and art. 

With the death of Frederick I in 1713, the Münzkabinett’s first heyday came 

to an end. His son Frederick Wilhelm I (reigned 1713-1740) had inherited 

along with the throne also the debts that his father had run up, and he now 

set about balancing the state’s books with an iron hand. [5] Among the first 

measures taken was when the king personally removed 319 of the larger 

gold pieces (mostly modern medals), which were melted down to pay off 

debts. The new style of government evidently did not appeal to all the royal 

staff and in 1718 the Court Castellan Valentin Runck and the Court Smith 

Daniel Stief, were convicted of abusing their position of trust with the king 

by extensive thefts, including in the coin collection. They were found out 

by the librarian and superintendant of the royal collection, Mathurin Veis-

sière de la Croze. The thieves were executed. In the reign of Frederick II the 

Great the coin collection did not make much progress either. Though he 

pursued very smart financial policies, the king showed hardly any interest 

in numismatics. During the Silesian Wars the collection was evacuated for 

safekeeping. In 1770 Frederick then had the ancient coins transferred to the 

‘temple of antiquities’ near him in Potsdam, where the curator Friedrich 

Wilhelm Stosch could only access them with difficulty. Acquisitions conti-

nued to be made primarily in the form of legacies. In addition there were 

materials assigned to the king, such as the Preussisch-Görlitz Treasure in 

1740, which contained 1,124 Roman denarii. In the reign of Frederick Wil-

helm II (reigned 1786-1797) the Prussian king received the coin collection 

of the Franconian line of the House of Hohenzollern (1791). 

The Enlightenment and the French Revolution influenced the government 

of his son Frederick Wilhelm III (reigned 1797-1840). In the first year of his 

reign he declared the artworks and antiquities in royal possession to be 

property of the State. Jean Henry, supervisor of the Cabinet of Coins and 

Antiquities now once again reunited the different parts of the royal coin 

collection, transferring them from their different locations back to the 

Cabinet of Art in the City Palace, which the king used only for opulent State 

ceremonies: the ancient pieces returned from Potsdam, and the recently 

created coin collection of the Academy was integrated into the collection. 

 
[3] Dulodorus = dulos (Gk.) is ‘the slave’, so loosely translated perhaps ‘the servant’ or ‘the 

person bearing the burden’; Archaeophilus = ‘the friend of antiquity’. 

[4] Suggestions for its interpretation: Gröschel 1982, 228-229. E. Hofstätter suspects that 

behind Archaeophilos lies Johann Casimir Philippi, who was Beger’s assistant. Hof-

stätter 2006, 128 n. 4. Heeres 1981, 188. 

[5] His father had left the State indebted to the amount of 48 million thaler. 
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Formally the collections were assigned to the Academy at this point. [6] In 

1805 Jean Henry proposed to the king that a large museum should be 

founded which would unite all the art treasures, including the pictures and 

antiquities scattered around various palaces. [7] 

The planned changes took place in the unsettled times of the Napoleonic 

era, in which Prussia was drawn into the wars with France. Prussia’s defeat 

in the Battle of Jena and Auerstedt on 14 October 1806 was followed by the 

occupation of Berlin. [8] Dominique-Vivant Denon on 5 November 1806 [9] 

signed off the transfer of more than 12,363 coins which he transported to 

Paris on Napoleon’s orders as war booty. Other parts of the collection were 

taken by the king as he fled to Memel. After the defeat of Napoleon the 

coins removed to Paris were returned to Berlin. [10] The period of peace that 

followed the Battle of Waterloo inaugurated the rise of the Münzkabinett 

as of the other Berlin collections. Planning for a museum intended specially 

 
[6] Friedländer 1880, 14: ‘Soon after his accession to the throne, Frederick Wilhelm III 

wanted to open the collections for scholarly use. The Academy retained the overall super-

vision, […], but its influence has left no trace.’ (‘Bald nach seiner Thronbesteigung 

wollte König Friedrich Wilhelm III. die Sammlungen der wissenschaftlichen Benutzung 

eröffnen. Die Akademie erhielt die Oberaufsicht, […], deren Einwirken jedoch keine Spu-

ren hinterlassen hat.’) 

[7] Friedländer 1880, 15. From 1804 to 1810 Henry was supported in the administration of 

the Ancient material by the knowledgeable Domenico Sestini (1750-1832). 

[8] Friedländer 1880, 15: ‘On the morning of October 17, 1806, three days after the Battle of 

Jena, Henry received the order to pack up the Münzkabinett and the treasures of the 

Cabinet of Curiosities as quickly as possible. He began with a sluggishness that is only 

to be excused by the fact that it was not immediately understood how urgent the danger 

was. On the following day, after a repeated warning, the packing went faster, with the 

Henry and Buttmann families joining in, but nonetheless only the Stosch and other 

gems, the majority of the coins and a box of treasures from the Cabinet of Art. On the 

19th, finally, once again exhorted by his superiors, he set off, accompanied only by a 

watchman. One of the containers could not be fitted onto the narrow Russian wagon, 

but was instead laid on top and got stolen on the way, but it probably did not contain 

any very valuable objects.’ (‘Am Morgen des 17. Oktober 1806, drei Tage nach der 

Schlacht bei Jena, erhielt Henry den Befehl, auf’s schleunigste das Münzkabinett und 

die Kostbarkeiten der Kunstkammer zu verpacken. Er begann mit einer Langsamkeit, 

die nur dadurch entschuldigt wird, dass man nicht zugleich begriff, wie dringend die 

Gefahr sei. Am folgenden Tage, auf erneute Mahnung, ging das Verpacken schneller, die 

Familien Henry und Buttmann waren dabei tätig, dennoch wurden nur die Stosch’schen 

und die übrigen Gemmen, der größte Teil der Münzen und eine Kiste mit Kostbarkeiten 

der Kunstkammer verpackt. Am 19. endlich, immer aufs neue von seinen Vorgesetzten 

bestürmt, reiste er ab, nur von einem Wächter begleitet. Eins der Fäßchen konnte in dem 

schmalen russischen Wagen nicht untergebracht werden, sondern lag obenauf und 

wurde unterwegs gestohlen, es enthielt wohl keine sehr wertvollen Gegenstände.’) 

[9] Friedländer 1880,16. 

[10] However, some holdings vanished, including 2,000 Roman bronze coins. Friedländer 

1880, 16: ‘instead of the missing 2,000 bronze coins, which will certainly have been good 

examples, it received 3,000 poor ones, a loss that today has still not been fully replaced.’ 

(‘statt der fehlenden 2.000 Bronzemünzen, welche sicherlich schöne Exemplare gewe-

sen sind, erhielt es 3.000 schlechte, ein Verlust, der heute noch nicht völlig ersetzt ist.’) 
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for the public now took on concrete form. [11] First, in 1815, the collections 

were detached from the Academy again and now assigned to the ‘Ministry 

for Religious, Instructional and Medicinal Matters’. [12] In 1818 Jean Henry 

compiled the first complete inventory in 12 folio volumes. A willingness to 

expand the holdings led to the first purchases of entire collections, such as 

in 1821 when after seven years of negotiations the 28,000 coins of the 

collection of Peter Philipp Adler were acquired for one-and-a-half times 

their metal value. The acquisition of single objects, on the other hand, was 

almost impossible: the bureaucratic demands of gaining the required 

ministerial permission took months to fulfil and scared everyone off. [13]  

 

1830 to 1868: A Department of the Royal Museum 

On 3 August 1830, 60th birthday of King Frederick Wilhelm III, the Royal 

Museum opened on the Lustgarten, facing the palace and the cathedral, 

and with them it from now on created a strong visual impression legitimi-

sing the emperor’s political, religious and cultural power (ill. 2). 

 

Ill. 2 – The Lustgarten with the Royal Museum (1869). The museum was accessible 

to the public and also offered a coin display. Watercolour by Franz Alt. 

bpk/Kupferstickkabinett, SMB, Jörg P. Anders (Bildnr. 90051). 

 

The move into the museum had been carried out by Jean Henry. From 1822 

onwards he had been assisted by Heinrich Bolzenthal, who was responsible 

for the post-classical coins and medals. All the numismatic objects were 

assigned to the Antiquarium. For Hugo Bolzenthal, however, independence 

 
[11] Friedländer 1880, 17. 

[12] ‘Ministerium für geistliche, Unterrichts- und Medicinalangelegenheiten’. 

[13] Friedländer 1880, 23.  
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was a matter of importance and he succeeded in having his Medieval and 

Modern department exhibited in separate spaces. From 1835 on he carved 

out a quasi-autonomous position, which he defended energetically until his 

retirement. In the Ancient department, which for five years after Henry’s 

departure was jointly administered with the archaeologist Konrad Levezow, 

not much happened. From 1835 this collection area was assigned to the 

librarian Moritz Pinder, who, within the limits of the time available along-

side his other duties, conscientiously administered it until 1858. 

In 1840, at the accession of Frederick William IV (reigned 1840-1861), the 

collection of ancient coins consisted of 26,000 objects, including 6,510 

Greek coins. In this year Julius Friedländer (1813-1884) joined the museum 

as an unpaid volunteer staff-member. Friedländer had that year taken his 

doctorate under Gustav Droysen in Kiel with a dissertation on unpublished 

Byzantine and Medieval northern Italian coins. He was the youngest son of 

Benoni Friedländer, an important and wealthy collector in Berlin. Julius 

Friedländer had been familiar with coins and medals from his early years. 

Dealers, collectors and scholars all met in his father’s house. Moritz Pinder 

was soon persuaded of his new staff-member’s abilities. He let him under-

take a thorough reordering of the whole collection, in which, for example, 

the Roman provincial coins were removed from the Roman department and 

arranged by the location of their mints. Friedländer separated out the for-

geries and collected some of the duplicates for auction, a sale that took 

place in 1844. [14] While he was still familiarising himself with the collection, 

he noticed the deficits of the acquisitions policy of the previous decades. 

Especially in the sphere of Greek numismatics he felt there were gaps. In 

1841 the king had commissioned the art historian Gustav Friedrich Waagen 

to travel to Italy in order to acquire paintings and other artworks there, but 

the yields for the coin collection had been meagre. Friedländer promptly 

drew up a handlist of the materials in the collection and got himself re-

leased on sabbatical, in order to purchase the missing ancient coins for the 

collection in Italy. His travel expenses were covered by his father Benoni 

Friedländer, for whom he acquired post-classical coins and medals. [15] 

Friedländer was away for 30 months and the significance of this journey 

cannot be overstated. During it 3,356 coins were acquired for the Münz-

kabinett, including rarities and coins of historic importance. [16] Right at the 

start of the journey Julius Friedländer met Theodor Mommsen at the Insti-

tuto di Corrispondenza Archeologica, the later Deutsches Archäologisches 

Institut, and he would undertake many of his journeys with him (ill. 3). 

 

 
[14] Friedländer & von Sallet 1877, 28. 

[15] These coins, together with the collection of Benoni Friedländer, in 1861 likewise came 

to the Münzkabinett. 

[16] Pinder 1851, xxx-xxxii. 
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Ill. 3 – Julius Friedländer in Rome in winter 1846/47. Left to right: Emil Braun, 

Theodor Mommsen, Tycho Mommsen (standing) and Julius Friedländer. After a 

daguerrotype in the archive of the Deutsches Archäologisches Institut in Rome. 

Original size of the silver plate 6.5 × 9 cm 

 

In the process, he got to know many of the existing coin collections and 

gained insights into the coin trade. From this time on it became common 

for dealers to send coins to the Münzkabinett to choose from. Whereas be-

fore this journey Friedländer had still been regarded as the privileged son 

of an important collector, he had now proved the quality of his expertise 

and created his own professional network, which he could always rely on 

in later years. Julius Friedländer also earned the confidence of the General 

Director of Museums, Ignaz von Olfers. For the Münzkabinett, too, this was 

the start of a flourishing period. [17] Until then only internal inventories had 

been compiled, but in 1850 and 1851 the first catalogues of the holdings and 

exhibitions were published. [18] After 17 years of working for the coin collec-

tion, in 1857 Julius Friedländer for the first time received a salary, as suc-

cessor to Moritz Pinder. When purchasing entire collections, the Münz-

kabinett was able to profit from the state’s readiness to invest its rising 

revenues in improving the collection. The Münzkabinett was also offered 

collections on favourable conditions by owners who were connected to the 

Prussian king, but also to the museum and to Julius Friedländer. 

The specialist for medieval numismatics Hermann Dannenberg, whose col-

lections came to the Münzkabinett in various parts, described the situation 

after 1840 as follows: ‘My frequent visits to the Royal Museum soon 

brought me into closer contact with Dr. Julius Friedländer, who at that time 

 
[17] Friedländer & von Sallet 1877, 28. 

[18] Bolzenthal 1850; Pinder 1851 (with the collaboration of Julius Friedländer). 
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was as volunteer assistant helping the superintendant of the ancient coin 

collection, Dr. Pinder, who was much occupied with other matters. Both 

gentlemen welcomed the eager student in the most friendly way and in par-

ticular Friedländer I cannot thank enough for support of various kinds.’ [19] 

This type of acquisition included the collections of August Rühle von Lilien-

stern (1842), Adolf von Rauch (1853), Benoni Friedländer (1861), the trans-

lator Emil Andreas Sperling (1862/1864) and the ancient items of Hermann 

Dannenberg (1863). This category also includes the collection of Friedrich 

Imhoof-Blumer, which came to the Münzkabinett in 1900 (ill. 4a and b). 

      

Ill. 4a and b – Important collectors and numismatists whose collections 

came into the Münzkabinett: Hermann Dannenberg (1824-1905) and 

Friedrich Imhoof-Blumer (1838-1920). Archiv Münzkabinett, SMB. 

In the files for the year 1865 there is a public appeal by Ignaz von Olfers to 

send coin finds to Berlin, instead of selling them to be melted down unseen. 

He promised the senders the full metal value ‘and, according to the signifi-

cance and rarity of the objects, an appropriate higher value’. [20] It was pro-

bably Friedländer who convinced his director to undertake this campaign. 

The goal was not just acquisitions, but gains in scholarly knowledge, since 

the appeal ends: ‘If public collections in the provinces have the resources 

 
[19] ‘Mein häufiger Besuch des Königl. Museums brachte mich bald mit Dr. Julius Friedländer 

in nähere Berührung, der damals als freiwilliger Hilfsarbeiter dem anderweit sehr in 

Anspruch genommenen Vorsteher des antiken Münzkabinets Dr. Pinder zur Seite stand. 

Beide Herren nahmen sich des strebsamen Schülers freundlichst an, und namentlich 

Friedländer ist es, dem ich für vielfache Förderung nicht genug danken kann.’ Dannen-

berg 1903, 1f. 

[20] ‘und nach Maßgabe der Bedeutung und Seltenheit der Gegenstände einen angemessenen 

höheren Wert’. 
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to purchase the find in a given case, I will gladly retire in their favour, and 

in this case I wish only to receive notice of it in order to maintain a general 

overview.’ [21] 

 

 

Ill. 5 – Exhibition in the Bode-Museum. Treasure chest with coins 

from the Müncheberg Treasure, mid-19th century (2006). 

bpk/Münzkabinett, SMB, Reinhard Saczewski. 

 

1868-1884 Julius Friedländer as Director 

In 1868 Julius Friedländer’s 28 years of committed work finally bore fruit. 

First, the retirement of Heinrich Bolzenthal cleared the way for the two 

parts of the collection to be reunited. Ignaz von Olfers proposed to make 

Julius Friedländer director of the thus reunited Münzkabinett. On 30 May 

this proposal was realised by order of the king. Through this, the regret-

table division of the numismatic materials was finally brought to an end, a 

problem that had been a cause of great annoyance for Julius Friedländer 

himself. One of his first tasks now was the re-ordering of the Modern 

department which had just been annexed. For example, he separated the 

 
[21] Central Archive of the Staatliche Museen zu Berlin, MK 45 – 413: ‘Wenn öffentliche 

Sammlungen der Provinz die Mittel haben, den Ankauf des Fundes in einem gegebenen 

Falle zu sichern, so werde ich gegen dieselben gerne zurücktreten, und in diesem Falle 

nur wünschen, der allgemeinen Übersicht wegen eine Notiz über denselben zu erhalten.’ 
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medals and coins to improve the usability of the collection. [22] In the fol-

lowing years (from 1869) the ancient historian Alfred von Sallet joined the 

staff. 1873 to 1875 brought important increases for the Münzkabinett: at 

the start of 1873 the collection of ancient and medieval coins of Lieutenant-

General von Gansauge, which was donated by his widow along with a uni-

versity stipend; then in the same year the collection of 11,500 Greek coins 

of the English General Fox; and finally an outstanding collection of 22 

important Roman medallions from the Biedermann Collection in Vienna. 

Theodor Mommsen, although in this period not connected to the Münz-

kabinett in an official capacity, used his political contacts to encourage 

these acquisitions. Mommsen had from 1863 been a member of the old 

Prussian parliament (the Landtag) and from 1873 to 1879 sat as a National-

Liberal Deputy in the Prussian House of Deputies (the Abgeordnetenhaus), 

in which he showed himself in debates to be an expert in all questions of 

science and scholarship and especially on the Royal Museums. [23] Julius 

Friedländer thanked him expressly in many letters for his discussions with 

the government minister responsible for culture, Adalbert Falk, in relation 

to the Roman medallions and the acquisition of the von Prokesch-Osten 

Collection, which was achieved soon afterwards in 1875. [24] While the 

acquisitions in the first half of the nineteenth century were still primarily 

from the immediate surroundings of Prussia, Friedländer was now success-

ful also in the international competition for the most important collections. 

The founding of the Zeitschrift für Numismatik, which Alfred von Sallet edited 

from 1874 onward, raised the visibility of the Münzkabinett and realised a 

long-held wish of Friedländer. On the other hand, efforts to create an Aca-

demy Project for a corpus of Greek coin types were at first unsuccessful. 

Manuscripts for catalogues of the collection had been begun but had to be 

repeatedly updated due to new acquisitions. In 1876 the acquisition of the 

15,000 oriental coins of the British Colonel Guthrie led to the appointment 

of Adolf Erman as third curator, with responsibility for the Islamic material. 

The growth of the collection made necessary a new arrangement in three 

rooms in 1876, but the premises remained cramped. From 1879 on, a spe-

cialist committee advised on purchases, sales of duplicates, and exchanges, 

as well as on questions of strategy for the museum. This committee initially 

consisted of Julius Friedländer as Chair, Hermann Dannenberg, Gustav 

Droysen and Theodor Mommsen. By 1880 the total holdings of ancient 

coins had risen to 90,000, a more than threefold increase since 1840, with 

the number of Greek coins rising from 6,510 to 57,000 pieces. The other 

collection areas too had grown in both quantity and quality. When Julius 

Friedländer died on 4 April 1884 at the age of 70, he left behind a museum 

in good order (ill. 6). 

 
[22] Friedländer 1880, 141. 

[23] Rebenich 2002, 169. 

[24] Staatsbibliothek Berlin, Nachl. Mommsen, 88-92. 
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Ill. 6 – Medal in honour of Julius Friedländer by Marianne Dietz, obverse (2018). 

IKMK 18264951. Münzkabinett, SMB, Bernhard Weisser. 

 

1884 to 1945 Heyday and Fall 

The 42-year-old Alfred von Sallet, who now became director, had worked 

at the Münzkabinett since 1869 and so was thoroughly familiar with the 

museum. Adolf Erman, who in 1884 had become director of the Egyptian 

Museum, was replaced in 1885 by Julius Menadier, whose main interest was 

medieval numismatics. Heinrich Dressel, on the staff of the Archäologisches 

Institut in Rome since 1877 and a professor since 1878, transferred, at the 

urging of Mommsen, to the Münzkabinett in 1885 with responsibility for 

the ancient coins. In these three curators the Münzkabinett had both out-

standing scholars and devoted custodians of the collections. Alfred von 

Sallet now as director took up the matter of the catalogues of the holdings 

and in the process came into conflict with Theodor Mommsen, who wanted 

to establish at the Academy a corpus of coin types across multiple collections 

(corpus nummorum veterum). Von Sallet had since 1874 regarded catalogues 

of collections, such as the British Museum in London had begun to publish, 

as an important first step towards such catalogues of types. [25] He won out 

 
[25] v. Sallet 1874, 212-216. 
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in this debate and compiled the first two volumes, on Thrace (1888) and 

Macedonia (1889), while Heinrich Dressel published the volume on Italy 

(1894). Since 1891 the orientalist Heinrich Nützel had been working for the 

Münzkabinett and he too began to prepare catalogues of the Islamic coin 

collection. The death of Alfred von Sallet in 1897 at the age of just 55 brought 

to a halt the catalogues in the Ancient department. This was also a result of 

the acquisition of 48,000 Greek coins in the following years, which had 

rendered obsolete the catalogues that had already appeared by then. 

The following decades, from 1898 to 1921, would be shaped by Julius Me-

nadier, who was raised to the rank of director along with Heinrich Dressel, 

and who was an energetic spokesman for the museum. Menadier freed up 

his fellow director Heinrich Dressel, who was thus able to devote himself 

entirely to the ancient materials and to his work at the Academy. In 1900 

the Münzkabinett received the 20,000 Greek coins of the collection of the 

Swiss numismatist and independent scholar Imhoof-Blumer, who donated 

part of the sale price to fund a numismatic position at the Academy. To-

gether with the 28,000 coins of the collection of the Brunswick banker 

Arthur Löbbecke, the holdings of Greek coins in 1906 amounted (after 

removing duplicates) to 102,000 pieces. Heinrich Dressel also worked on 

the coin finds from the royal excavations and was from 1902 a Member of 

the Prussian Academy of Sciences, where until 1911 he directed the Grie-

chisches Münzwerk. He demonstrated his expertise when (in 1903) he 

acquired five Greek gold medallions of the third century ad marking Mace-

donian Games in honour of Alexander the Great and Caracalla. Nonetheless 

his extensive duties and his perfectionism meant that many of his works 

were left in manuscript, though at an advanced stage, and it was only under 

Kurt Regling as Dressel’s successor and the executor of his Nachlass that 

various of his works made it into print. The acquisitions of ancient pieces 

still derived from long-standing connections and Dressel for the most part 

remained within the prescribed budget, but for the Medieval and Modern 

department Julius Menadier built up an expansive acquisitions policy from 

1887 onward. He not only strained the acquisition budget to the extreme, 

but got the Münzkabinett into debt, sometimes to 27 private individuals, 

dealers and institutions simultaneously. He pushed this ever further, even 

drawing on private resources of his own. His General Director Wilhelm von 

Bode was not amused. Yet, despite all his criticism, Bode repeatedly came 

round in the end to supporting Menadier and the Münzkabinett in acquisi-

tions, such as when he persuaded Kaiser Wilhelm II to follow through with 

the acquisition of the Löbbecke collection, which had already been declined 

by the Finance Ministry. When coin finds were submitted to him, Menadier 

studied them promptly. The collection profited from this study of the finds, 

since he purchased the pieces it lacked, and the finders got the rest of the 

coins back with reliable identifications (Ill. 7). 
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Ill. 7 – Julius Menadier studying a medal. Drawing by Max Lange (1916). 

Münzkabinett, SMB, Bernhard Weisser. 

 

From 1899 there were five scholars at the Münzkabinett. Kurt Regling 

strengthened the museum in the area of Antiquity and Friedrich Freiherr 

von Schrötter in the area of Medieval and Modern materials. The Münz-

kabinett had long suffered from a lack of space in the Altes Museum. The 

construction of the Kaiser Friedrich Museum (now Bode Museum) created 

an opportunity to construct an ensemble of rooms specifically for the coin 

collection. There is no comparable large coin collection where this has been 

done in such a far-sighted way. [26] Julius Menadier was rightly proud that 

he had been able to see his proposals through. The division of rooms chosen 

then, grouped around a vault 50 m long, has continued to serve well ever 

since. A library, workrooms, visitor’s gallery and lecture room form a har-

monious museum environment. After the move in 1904 the coins were laid 

in the vault. The Ancient materials needed only to be transferred to the new 

shelving: the existing order had proved itself and was retained. The Me-

dieval and Modern items, however, were now laid out according to a geo-

graphical-chronological arrangement devised by Menadier. On this basis 

Friedrich von Schrötter began with a new inventory of the Medieval and 

Modern collection in 32 volumes, a work that took until 1930. In the Kaiser 

 
[26] The collections in London, Paris, Vienna and St. Petersburg use pre-existing premises 

that were assigned to them, while the large collection in New York has even moved pre-

mises several times in the last few years. 
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Friedrich Museum Menadier set out a numismatic history of the European 

states and exhibited in large vitrines a display collection of 12,000 coins, 

medals and other numismatic objects (ill. 8). [27] 

 

 

Ill. 8 – Display, from 1904 on, of 12,000 coins and medals in the Kaiser Friedrich 

Museum (now Bode-Museum). Archiv Münzkabinett, SMB. 

 

After this promising beginning to the century, the decades after 1914 would 

turn out to be catastrophic. With the start of World War I Julius Menadier 

saw it as his duty to raise wartime morale by issuing patriotic medals. Civi-

lian life was soon subordinated to the war economy. A lack of gold reserves 

in 1917 led to the loss of the Medieval and Modern gold coins and medals, 

which Menadier struggled against, despite his patriotism. He achieved a 

small and partial success by persuading the decision-makers that the metal 

value of ancient coins stood in no relation to their value as collector’s items. 

And the 6,543 objects, weighing 48 kg of gold, delivered to the Reichsbank 

on 23rd August, were returned to the Münzkabinett unscathed already in 

1918. In the following period acquisitions were barely conceivable. Tellingly, 

much space in the acquisitions journal is taken up in the next years by 

 
[27] Menadier 1919, 36 ff. 



the münzkabinett berlin 31 

money substitutes (camp money, emergency money), which it was usually 

possible to acquire at no cost. Heinrich Dressel retired in 1919, followed in 

1921 by Julius Menadier. 

It was now up to Kurt Regling, as the new director, to lead the Münz-

kabinett through the crises of the next years. He did his best to maintain 

standards. In 1924 his book Die antike Münze als Kunstwerk (‘The Ancient 

Coin as Work of Art’) appeared, in which he traced the development of 

Greek coins on the basis of the then current study of styles. The Corpus 

Nummorum Borussicorum was completed in 1926, and in 1930 a dictionary 

of numismatics appeared, written by Friedrich von Schrötter with the assis-

tance of Kurt Regling and Arthur Suhle. There was now a regular acquisi-

tions budget again, so in 1925 it was possible to acquire a selection of the 

ancient coins sold (against Regling’s advice) by the Landesmuseum in 

Kassel, before the rest were auctioned off. The collection of Greek coins that 

Friedrich Imhoof-Blumer had built up after the sale of his first collection 

until his death (1920) was purchased from his heir Oskar Bernhard-Imhoof 

in 1928. The Hoffmann Collection acquired in 1930 contained Pomeranian 

coins, and the Oriental one was strengthened by the Mordtmann Collection 

(1933). As new director Regling at first succeeded only in filling the position 

for the Medieval department, with the appointment of Arthur Suhle. The 

cuts in positions continued after the departure of Heinrich Nützel in 1927 

and Friedrich von Schrötter in 1930. The Islamic and Modern positions re-

mained unfilled, and only in 1928 did Regling gain assistance in the Ancient 

department with the appointment of Josef Liegle. 

With the death of Kurt Regling in 1935 at the age of 59 the last personal 

connection to the scholarly culture of the nineteenth century was broken. 

The early death of the director brought business almost to a halt. The Zeit-

schrift für Numismatik came to an end in 1935 at Volume 42. Arthur Suhle and 

Josef Liegle were hardly able to manage the administration of the collection 

any longer. Perhaps due to this reduction in staff, or perhaps the biogra-

phical background of the curators, the old-fashioned ethos that still domi-

nated in the Münzkabinett, or perhaps just by chance, for the most part the 

National Socialist confiscations and war booty did not come to the Münz-

kabinett, an exception being the transfer of certain coins that were Jewish 

property (in 1942, from the ‘Regierung Schneidemühl’). [28] Jewish citizens 

and the politically heterodox who suffered persecution by the National 

Socialist state included former staff members such as Adolf Erman, a coin-

dealer and member of the Numismatische Gesellschaft. During World War II 

the collection was in 1942 removed to a cellar in the Pergamon Museum, 

where it survived the war unscathed. A threatened confiscation of the gold 

never materialised. Josef Liegle, called up to the army at the end of 1944, fell 

in the last days of the war in April 1945 in the Battle of Halbe near Berlin. 

 
[28] This statement is based on researches in the Münzkabinett since 1990.  



32 bernhard weisser 

 

Ill. 9 – Occupation of central Berlin by Soviet assault battery in front of the 

half-destroyed Kaiser Friedrich Museum (now Bode-Museum), April 1945. 

bpk/Zentralarchiv, SMB, photographer: Timofey Melnik. Fotonr. 30042966. 

 

1945 to 1992 Losses and Reconstruction 

Arthur Suhle was one of the first staff members to turn up for work again 

after the war was over and be welcomed, since he was not politically impli-

cated in the previous regime. He began work already in July 1945. In 1946, 

however, the Red Army transported the collection to the Soviet Union, along 

with the archive and library. In this period when the total loss of the Münz-

kabinett threatened, Suhle did not remain inactive. He built up a new col-

lection, very soon opened an exhibition and began to put together a new 

library. By taking over the coin dies of the Berlin mint in 1954 a new field 

of collection was even opened up and in the same year a restoration work-

shop was established. Through the appointment of Joachim Weschke (1950), 

Eberhard Erxleben (1951) and Lore Börner (1956) the group of scholarly staff 

had expanded to four again. At the same time, Arthur Suhle managed to 

revive the Griechisches Münzwerk at the Academy, which he directed to-

gether with the epigraphist Günther Klaffenbach. Edith Schönert-Geiß was 

appointed to the staff there in 1956, with her workplace in the Münzkabinett. 



the münzkabinett berlin 33 

The return of the collection and archive at the end of 1958 was a great 

stroke of good luck for the Münzkabinett. However, the library remained in 

the Soviet Union; one cannot imagine the fate of the Münzkabinett if the 

collection and archive had stayed there too. Joachim Weschke, who had 

arranged the return of the collection, left East Germany in 1959 and settled 

in Frankfurt am Main, where from 1960 he ran the collection and Money 

Museum of the Deutsche Bundesbank. The group around Arthur Suhle in 

the Ancient department was now reinforced again, by the classicist Hans 

Dietrich Schultz (1959). Upon unpacking the returned collections, only a 

few losses were identified, but the collection was in disarray, and the re-

establishment of the previous arrangement of the collection took up the 

next thirty years. Eberhard Erxleben transferred in 1964 to the position of 

Director of Inscriptiones Graecae at the Academy, and the classical archao-

logist Sabine Schultz was appointed in his place. 

Arthur Suhle retired in 1973 at the age of 75 after 52 years’ museum service. 

Already in 1972, the medieval historian and library scientist Bernd Kluge 

had been appointed, taking over from Suhle responsibility for the Medieval 

department. With the appointment of Heinz Fengler as director in 1973, for 

the first time responsibility for the museum was given to someone who had 

not previously worked for many years at the Münzkabinett. Furthermore, 

Fengler was an economist who had until then been in charge of the general 

administration of the Staatliche Museen. [29] He had no numismatic qualifi-

cations. His interest in shares and securities and his role on the Numisma-

tics Committee of the Kulturbund (the Cultural Association of East Germany) 

was evidently considered to be sufficient qualification for the position. He 

began by creating a collection of shares and securities and attempted to 

expand the collection profile, understood as a museum of money, to 

encompass all forms of modern money. Under his directorship in 1975 the 

long-vacant position of curator of the Oriental department was filled again, 

by Hermann Simon, who in 1985 moved to the newly created Centrum 

Judaicum. The position was not filled again to an adequate level, but instead 

converted to a position with responsibility for modern and non-coinage 

money. This position lapsed again already in 1990, nor, unfortunately, was 

it possible by any other means to maintain the staff of seven curators. 

In 1988 Heinz Fengler retired. His successor was Wolfgang Steguweit, who 

had made a name for himself with his custodianship of the coin collection 

at Schloss Friedenstein in Gotha. With his doctoral training in art history, 

his specialism also made him the best successor for Lore Börner, who 

retired in 1990. He enlivened the exhibition practices and set a distinctive 

tone right from the start with the exhibition ‘Die Sprache der Medaille’ 

(‘The language of the medal’) in the Bode Museum. He offered reflections 

upon the reunification of Germany in a joint exhibition with the Staatliche 

 
[29] Kluge 1999, 214f. 



34 bernhard weisser 

Münzsammlung in Munich, in which positions taken by East and West 

German artists were brought together under the motto ‘Aufbruch – Durch-

bruch’ (‘Emergence – Breakthrough’). Seldom has an exhibition been 

closer to contemporary events. On June 15th 1991, the Deutsche Gesellschaft 

für Medaillenkunst (German Society for the Art of the Medal) was founded 

in Bonn. Wolfgang Steguweit then decided to resign the administrative 

responsibility for the Münzkabinett. 

 

1992 to 2014 New Times 

For Bernd Kluge the fall of the Berlin Wall came at just the right time. After 

working for the Münzkabinett since 1972, he had taken his doctorate there 

and could boast an extensive publication list. His publications, which con-

tinue today and as of 2014 numbered 216 titles, are extremely impres-

sive. [30] In 1991 it seemed possible to make use of the new chances for 

mobility to pursue a scholarly life focused on research, but he was called 

upon as the new director. When he retired, on October 1st, 2014, after 42 

years of service to the museum, 22 of them as director, he was able to pre-

sent dazzling results. His period of office included the organisation of the 

XIIth International Congress of Numismatics (ill. 10) and the publication of 

the congress’s extensive proceedings. 

 

 

Ill. 10 – Reception on the occasion of the XIIth International Numismatic Congress 

in September 1997 in Berlin hosted by Oberbürgermeister Eberhard Diepgen. 

Münzkabinett, SMB, Reinhard Saczewski 

 
[30] Gnatzy & Weisser 2014. The reviews of each year are gathered under a single number. 
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In 1992 Kluge transformed the Jahrbuch Berliner Numismatischen Forschungen, 

founded in 1987, into a series of monographs, the ‘Berliner Numismatische 

Forschungen. Neue Folge’. By 2014 the series had grown to 11 volumes. A 

second series with the title ‘Das Kabinett’ has been published since 1994. 

This series provides accompanying publications for exhibitions and pre-

sents smaller groups of objects in the collection. Including the present one, 

17 volumes have been published so far. In 1998-2004 the comprehensive 

renovation of the Bode Museum was undertaken. All the rooms around the 

large vault and all the furnishings were painstakingly renovated, in accord 

with conservation standards, to make them fit for the 21st century. The 

renovations led to an increase in the total area to 1,150 m² and also im-

proved the usability of the museum spaces (ill. 11). 

 

 

Ill. 11 – The vault, the heart of the restored Münzkabinett in the Bode Museum (2005) 

bpk/Münzkabinett, SMB, Monika Fielitz 

 

In the ten years to 2014 new permanent displays in the Bode Museum and 

Altes Museum were created, as were numerous special exhibitions and, 

above all, these years saw the start of the digital publication of the collection. 

The museum’s connection to the Numismatische Gesellschaft zu Berlin 

(Numismatic Society of Berlin), founded in 1843, which had in the past not 

always been without tension, has developed into a close and friendly 

cooperation since 2006, when the Society declared itself to be a ‘Supporting 

Association’ of the museum. In times of public budgeting that, for under-

standable reasons, aims to break even and pay down debts, the financial 
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resources of the Staatliche Museen are limited. Since 2004, however, the 

Erivan und Helga Haub-Stiftung has stood by the Münzkabinett and has 

given it the room for manoeuvre that it needs to ensure that even after 150 

years of existence the museum remains a lively and forward-looking insti-

tution. 

 

Ill. 12 – Erivan and Helga Haub with Klaus-Dieter Lehmann, President of the 

Stiftung Preußischer Kulturbesitz. Signing of the foundation deed of the 

Erivan und Helga Haub-Stiftung to the benefit of the Münzkabinett (2004). 

Münzkabinett, SMB, Reinhard Saczewski 

 

2018 

It is a constant challenge to take care of the more than 540,000 objects [31] 

of the museum in an appropriate way and to bring them into the digital era. 

In 2017 the internet catalogue ikmk.smb.museum, by then ten years old, was 

refitted to meet current technical demands (ill. 13). 

 
[31] Kluge 2006, 6: ‘Ancient World: 152,000; European Middle Ages to 1500 (incl. Byzantium): 

66,000; Modern Era: 103,000; Coins of Islam and Asia: 30,000; Coins from hoards: 

12,000; Medals: 32,000; Paper money incl. paper emergency money and securities: 

95,000; Metal emergency money, marks, tokens, jetons: 19,000; Historic mint tools: 

20,000; coin forgeries: 7,000; seals and signets: 2,000; Other (non-coin forms of mo-

ney, weights, bars): 2,000’. (‘Antike: 152,000; Europäisches Mittelalter bis 1500 (einschl. 

Byzanz): 66,000; Neuzeit: 103,000; Münzen des Islam und Asiens: 30,000; Münzen in 

Schatzfunden: 12,000; Medaillen: 32,000; Papiergeld inkl. Papiernotgeld und Wertpa-

piere: 95,000; Metallnotgeld, Marken, Token, Jetons: 19,000; Historische Münzwerk-

zeuge: 20,000; Münzfälschungen: 7,000; Siegel und Petschafte: 2,000; Sonstiges (nicht-

münzliche Geldformen, Gewichte, Barren): 2,000’.) In addition, there is a collection of 

200,000 plaster casts and the extensive photographic archive of the firm Lübke & Wiede-

mann. 
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Ill. 13 – More than 35,000 coins and medals have been published online; since 2017 

responsive design has ensured that ikmk.smb.museum looks smart on all user-

technology. A medal by Heinz Hoyer in honour of the Bode-Museum 

in front of the Bode-Museum. Münzkabinett, SMB, Bernhard Weisser 

 

The old conflict with the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and 

Humanities over whether to catalogue holdings or coin types has been 

answered in joint projects on Thrace, Mysia, the Troad and Moesia Inferior 

by cataloguing holdings and coin types. [32] The project NUMiD has since 

2017 made it possible for university coin collections to publish their coin 

holdings to a high standard and in an internationally compatible way with 

norm data and software developed in Berlin (ill. 14). [33] By this the museum 

is fulfilling its ambition to play a role across different institutions. Today it 

 
[32] www.corpus-nummorum.eu. Funding from dfg and bmbf. Since 2008 Ulrike Peter has 

been our partner at the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Humanities in 

various joint projects, which have increased in intensity since 2018. 

[33] https://numid.online. Funding from bmbf. The spokesman for this network is Johannes 

Wienand. At the Münzkabinett the project is primarily the responsibility of Karsten 

Dahmen. 
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sees its role less as a lighthouse in a stormy sea than as a partner in a net-

work of those who together aim to keep the numismatic light burning bright. 

We are grateful for the support of the Erivan und Helga Haub-Stiftung, but 

also to other patrons, Friends of the Münzkabinett and volunteer staff 

members. If we may make two wishes for the coming years, they would be, 

firstly, for support in the major task of transferring our holdings into the 

public sphere of the World Wide Web. [34] Closely connected to this is our 

second wish, to fill the fifth curatorial position, vacant since 1985, to cover 

the Islamic and Asian department. [35] For our internet catalogue is not 

primarily addressed to our professional colleagues, who are often happy 

with photographs, key data and a bibliographic citation. Rather, we see our 

role as being in the translation and communication of background knowl-

edge about our holdings. Precisely in these times shaped by debates on 

identity, the Humboldt Forum and the Silk Road project, the rich holdings 

of the Münzkabinett, too, should be in a position to make well-founded 

contributions in the areas of the Orient and Asia. 

 

           

Ill. 14a and b – Numismatic projects in the area of digitisation: the example of 

how the Münzkabinett database is linked to other numismatic portals. 

For NUMiD (Numismatische Universitätssammlungen in Deutschland –  

Numismatic University Collections in Germany) the software and norm data 

are distributed centrally from Berlin (as of 2018). Maps: Timo Stingl. 

 
[34] As of May 2019, more than 35,000 objects have been published in ikmk.smb.museum. 

[35] As of 2018 the Münzkabinett has the following curators and academic staff: Bernhard 

Weisser (ancient world to 3rd century ad, the art of the medal in Germany since 1945), 

Karsten Dahmen (coins of late Antiquity and the early Middle Ages, Byzantium, Islam, 

medals of the Early Modern period), Christian Stoess (coins of the Middle Ages, Early 

Modern and Modern periods, Europe and Overseas), Elke Bannicke (coins and medals of 

Early Modern and Modern periods, German-speaking world; notes and securities; 

archive of historic coin dies); Johannes Eberhardt (Museumsassistent), Angela Berthold 

(dfg Project Thrace) and Georgia Bousia (dfg Project Thrace). Volunteer staff: Jean Hour-

mouziadis, Bernd Kluge, Horst Kosanke, Jürgen Morgenstern and Renate Vogel. 
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THE NUMISMATIC COLLECTION OF THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY OF GHENT1* 

 

The ‘special collections’ section of the University Library of Ghent contains 

an important numismatic collection, the history of which has already been 

extensively researched and documented by Prof. dr. Koenraad Verboven 

(his publication has been gratefully used here). 

The collection is based on the private collection of the Ghent canon Martin-

Jean De Bast (1753-1825), one of the most famous archaeologists and literary 

experts in the Netherlands of his time, and in 1817 one of the driving forces 

behind the founding of the Ghent University. His collection of coins and 

tokens was at that time regarded as one of the most important in the coun-

try. In 1822, De Bast sold it, together with other antiquities, to king Willem 

I for the enormous sum of 22,000 guilders. After the death of the canon on 

April 11, 1825, the king divided the collection between the Ghent University 

and the Royal Coin & Medal Cabinet in The Hague. 

The question by the college of curators of the university to allocate the 

complete De Bast collection to Ghent was initially granted by Royal Decree 

of November 20, 1825, however with the exception of pieces kept separately 

by De Jonge, curator at The Hague. These turned out to be no less than 989 

antique and 585 later coins, which were transferred from Ghent to The Ha-

gue in February 1826. They were, of course, the most beautiful and impor-

tant pieces from the collection. In Ghent remained 2,377 antique and 2,259 

medieval coins. Besides, the University of Ghent received in exchange 567 

doubles from The Hague. 

Lieven De Bast, a nephew of canon De Bast, was appointed as the first cura-

tor. He was succeeded in 1827 by François Den Duyts, who published in 1839 

a catalog of the medieval pieces from Flanders, Brabant, Hainaut, Namur 

and Luxembourg. In 1847 an extensive edition followed with 318 pieces, 

almost all of which were depicted. 

From 1888 to 1897, the Coin Cabinet was transferred from the Universiteits-

straat to the Library, which was then located in the former Baudeloo abbey. 

From then on, more precise overviews were made of the collection (albeit 

only globally, per period and type of metal). 

It would take until 1905 before the collection would get a new impulse. In 

1904, Georges Brunin received permission from the University adminis-

tration to make a full inventory of the collection. His intention was to des-

cribe each piece on an individual record card, but eventually this was only 

done for the antique coins but not for the later ones. 

 
* https://lib.ugent.be/nl/databases 
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Starting 1896, a register was created with the new donations and purcha-

ses. Unfortunately, the registration was done in very general terms, with 

no details regarding the acquired pieces. This register stops in 1930, hence 

there is no information available concerning later acquisitions. 

A special donation came from Georges Brunin himself, who added no less 

than 1,017 coins to the collection between 1907 and 1914. Until 1942, both 

the archaeological and the numismatic collection were displayed in show-

cases. Then the coins ended up in an iron box, which was transferred from 

the Universiteitsstraat to the Blandijnberg during the move in 1961. 

With the start of the digital era, the digitization of the collection was under-

taken. Brunin’s individual record cards were entered into a database system. 

Digital photos are already available for part of the collection. Several 

specialized numismatists help to further inventory its items and make them 

digitally accessible. This is a long-term project and sometimes brings un-

precedented treasures to the surface. 

The collection of antique coins contains an aureus with the head of Trajan 

on the obverse and the facing heads of Trajan’s father and Nerva on the 

reverse. This piece was discovered during archaeological excavations by 

Prof. dr. H. Thoen in Maldegem on June 15, 1990. 

      

Aureus of Trajan 

(Inventory number BRKZ.NUM.002121) 

 

The inventory of previously unprocessed material revealed a collection of 

siege coins from the Eighty Years’ War, covering the cities of Alkmaar, 

Amsterdam, Breda, Cambrai, Deventer, Leiden, Maastricht, Middelburg, 

Oudenaarde and Zierikzee. 

 

 

Golden Crown of the siege of Middelburg 

(Inventory number BRKZ.NUM.007038) 
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As for medieval coins of our regions, we mention in particular a silver 

enseigne of Philip the Fair from 1504, with the jewel of his Golden Fleece. 

 

       

Enseigne of Philip the Fair 

(Inventory number BRKZ.NUM.008508) 

 

The medal collection is also extensive, with more than 3,000 items, among 

which a remarkable example of the Erasmus medal by Quentin Metsys from 

1519. 
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Erasmus medal by Quinten Metsys 

(Inventory number BRKZ.NUM.015941) 

 

 

Ghent Floralies medallion by Henri Thiery 

(Inventory number BRKZ.NUM.015899) 

In addition to a large number of papal 

medals, 19th-century Belgian pieces are 

also well represented, with creations 

of all the major Belgian engravers (in-

cluding Joseph-Pierre Braemt from 

Ghent, François de Hondt from Bru-

ges, and the Wiener brothers). It con-

tains e.g. all the medals picturing buil-

dings and monuments by Jacques Wie-

ner. 

Of course, the medals of the University 

are not missing in the collection, and 

a beautiful commemorative medallion 

of the Ghent Floralies of 1928 is also 

worth mentioning. 

 



Viviana Lo Monaco * 

THE NUMISMATIC COLLECTION OF THE UNIVERSITY OF SÃO PAULO 

(USP), BRAZIL 

Especially from the 14th century, the European rulers demonstrated a great 

interest in old coins: in the beginning, the greatest demand was for imperial 

Roman coins and, in the 19th century, interest in Greek coins was aroused. 

This tradition served as a model for the formation of numismatic collec-

tions in Brazil, because, in the second half of the 19th century, the new ruling 

class of the country sought to emulate European elites and, somehow, 

legitimize their value as heirs. For this reason, the first numismatic collec-

tions were of Portuguese and Brazilian coins [1]. José Neves Bittencourt’s 

records show that in 1839 the medal collection of the Instituto Histórico e 

Geográfico Brasileiro was the fastest growing section, thanks to donations 

and purchases of coins from all places and from all periods. The author 

justifies this interest in numismatics not only because of the artistic and 

technical value of the coins, but above all for their value as “small portable 

monument” [2]. Among the largest Brazilian numismatic public collections, 

I would like to mention the collection of the Museu Histórico of Rio de 

Janeiro, the Bernardo Ramos collection in Manaus, and the collection of the 

University of São Paulo. Worthy of note is also the small but still significant 

collection of the Paranaense Museum in Curitiba. Not to mention the many 

collections of banks and private collectors as like as: the ‘Herculano Pires 

Collection’ of Banco Itau in São Paulo; the collection of Banco do Brasil in Rio 

de Janeiro; the collection of Banco Safra in São Paulo [3]. Here I will talk about 

the numismatic collection of the University of São Paulo (Universidade de 

São Paulo - usp). 

After a 25-year-long journey started in 1963, a statute of 1988 definitively 

regulated the integration of some specialized institutes and four museums: 

the Museu Paulista (mp), the Museu de Arte Contemporânea (mac), the Museu 

de Arqueologia e Etnologia (mae) and the Museu de Zoologia (mzusp). These 

institutes have academic autonomy and can offer post-graduation programs. 

They differ from University Departments in that they concentrate their acti-

vities in research on material culture and in the scientific care of the collec-

 
* I want to thank warmly Maria Beatriz Borba Florenzano (Professor of Classical Archaeo-

logy at mae-usp) and Angela Ribeiro (Numismatist at mp-usp), who gave me precious 

enlightenments about the formation of the collection through interviews and allowing 

the access to reports and other unpublished works. I am grateful also to the staff at mae 

for their help and support in my research at the museum and for providing images.  

[1] Florenzano 2008. 

[2] Bittencourt 1940, p. 209. 

[3] Florenzano 2005, p. 50. 
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tions, as well as carrying out educational activities and outreach programs. 

So, the Numismatic Collection of the University of São Paulo originates 

from the convergence of the collections of Museu Paulista and Museu de 

Arqueologia e Etnologia. For this reason, the coins, even if now they belong 

to the same collection, have different inventory numbers. 

 

Fig. 1 – Museu Paulista (http://www.spbairros.com.br/museu-do-ipiranga/) 

The Museu Paulista (fig. 1), inaugurated in 1895, was designed by the Italian 

architect Tommaso Gaudenzio Bezzi [4] in the neighborhood of Ipiranga, the 

place where in 1822 – according to the narrative – the independence of 

Brazil from Portugal was declared. The original assemblage of the Museu 

Paulista’s collection came from the ‘Sertorio Collection’ [5], made up of dif-

ferent categories of objects collected without scientific criteria [6]. In 1894 

this collection was moved to the new building in Ipiranga and classified. 

Among historical and naturalistic objects, there was a little sample of about 

one hundred coins. Over the years this initial little assemblage was enriched 

by donations and purchase of coins, medals and gold ingots [7] (from 1901 

to 1910, about 500 pieces have been added). In the same period, the original 

lot of ancient coins was formed thanks to the purchase of Júlio Ribeiro’s 

private collection and of a small set of forty-three Roman coins from the 

excavation of a Villa in São João da Pesqueira in the Douro region of Portu-

gal [8]. From 1916, the Museu Paulista focused on the History of Brazil: the 

 
[4] Bezzi had also collected artworks, which were inherited by his daughter Vera and then 

purchased by mae (see below). 

[5] Carvalho 2014. 

[6] Riberio 2015, p. 9. 

[7] Florenzano 2005, p. 52. 

[8] Ribeiro 2015, pp. 10-11. 
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‘Girardet Collection’, made up of eight medallions bearing the effigies of 

the Presidents of the Republic of Brazil, and a medal containing the Consti-

tution of the Empire printed on parchment, in circular form, minted in 

1824, were acquired. With the same focus in mind, in 1922, the philatelic 

collection was created through the purchase of five collections of official 

stamps from the 1913’s series. Later, commemorative stamps of the Cen-

tennial of Independence of Brazil were added. Donations continued to 

arrive, and in 1943 the Annual Report of the museum recorded 9,000 pieces 

in the numismatic collection, of which 2,500 were on display. 

In 1946, when the museum was under the direction of Professor Sérgio 

Buarque de Holanda, renowned Brazilian historian, the collector Álvaro da 

Veiga Coimbra, who also taught Numismatic at the University of São Paulo, 

was hired to take care of the newly created Numismatic Cabinet in Museu 

Paulista. In 1947 the museum acquired the collection consisting of 310 Greek 

and Byzantine coins and, one year later, a Portuguese collection of 892 pie-

ces, which included coins from the First Portuguese Dynasty period, from 

the 13th century. The number of medals in the collection increased through 

the donation of 30 medals from the French Renaissance by the Governor 

Lucas Nogueira Garcez and the purchase of 136 French medals. In the mid-

1960s the museum received, as a donation from the Consulate of Spain, the 

series of medals called ‘Discoverers, Navigators and Spanish Founders in 

America’, consisting of 20 silver pieces. 

When the Museu Paulista merged with the University of São Paulo, the 

collections from the museum were dismembered to give rise to collections 

from other museums and specialized institutions [9]. Nowadays, the Numis-

matic Cabinet of the museum contains: more than 900 ancient coins, 4,000 

Brazilian coins, 1,500 Portuguese coins and 5,000 foreign coins and medals 

from 67 different countries. 

The Museu de Arqueologia e Etnologia owes its creation and the formation of 

its first collection of ancient objects to Francisco Matarazzo Sobrinho, des-

cendant of a rich Italian family residing in São Paulo, and to his very close 

collaboration with Italian institutions. In 1962, Matarazzo established in 

Resina [10] the Fondazione Maria Raffaella Matarazzo in Caramiello-Pro Erco-

lano. To allow the expansion of the archaeological excavations of ancient 

Herculaneum, several inhabitants had been expropriated from their resi-

dences and the aforementioned institution had the purpose of helping them. 

Matarazzo built an extensive network of contacts with the intellectual and 

archaeological circles, which gave him great advantages. In fact, he had the 

initiative to create a museum of Art and Archeology at Universidade de São 

Paulo and to make this project possible he called on several Italian and 

 
[9] Ribeiro 2015, p. 9. 

[10] Resina is the Medieval name of the city built on the ancient Herculaneum’s remains. 

The current name, Ercolano, was (re)adopted in 1969. 
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Brazilian personalities to collaborate. The first few items of the collection 

of the new museum were the result of an interchange of archaeological and 

ethnographic objects between Italian and Brazilian institutions [11]. The first 

collection of the nascent Museu de Arte e Antiguidades (maa) consisted of 

536 archaeological objects from Italian museums and other public entities 

(especially Soprintendenze Archeologiche). Finally, in 1964, the new museum 

was inaugurated. In the following years, the initial Classical and Mediter-

ranean Archaeology collection was enriched with the influx of Egyptian and 

Middle Eastern artifacts, with pre-Columbian and Brazilian archeological 

objects and with African and Afro-Brazilian ethnographic collections, by 

means of donations, acquisitions and loans for use [12]. After a reform in 

1970, the museum changed its name to Museu de Arqueologia e Etnologia, 

known by everyone for its acronym: mae. 

 

Fig. 2 – The coins and other metallic objects are stored in a room where a tempe-

rature of around 30°C is maintained allowing an optimal preservation of metals 

  
  

Fig.3 – Parthia, Arsakes I, drachm, 

ca. 49-50 AD (inv. 75/d.2.1) 

Fig. 4 – Anonymous Byzantine follis, 

10th-11th (inv. Sem n. bronze bizantino) 

 
[11] Paula 1965, p. 14-15. 

[12] Fleming & Florenzano 2011, p. 218. 
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Fig 5 – Brazil, Pedro II, 1000 réis 1883 (inv. 01) 

 

The numismatic collection at mae (fig. 2) is made up of: 36 Greek and Punic 

coins [13]; 36 Roman coins [14]; 4 Parthian coins from the 1st century ad (fig. 

3); 2 Sasanian coin from the 6th century; 1 ‘anonymous’ Byzantine follis 

(10th-11th century) (fig. 4); a Byzantine coin hoard made of 384 coins, from 

the 12th century [15]; 4 Arab coins from 13th century; 2 coins of Hethum II, 

ruler of the Armenian Kingdom of Cilicia (13th century); 15 Brazilian coins 

from the emperor Don Pedro II (1831-1889) (fig. 5); 69 corroded coins. 

mae’s numismatic collection was established thanks to the interest of some 

of the professors who were called to form the museum’s first teaching staff: 

Professor Ulpiano T. Bezerra de Meneses and Professor Euripides Simões 

de Paula, who donated items of their personal collections, and Professor 

Haiganuch Serian, who entrusted her collection to the museum on loan for 

use. This assemblage grew with the addition of donations from the Museu 

Monográfico de Conimbriga, from the archaeologist and sociologist Professor 

Edgardo Pires Ferreira and from other private donors. In 1976, with a loan 

granted by the fapesp [16] foundation, the 181 artifacts [17] that made up the 

Bezzi Collection were purchased. In 1984, the most representative and best-

preserved coins from this collection were exhibited and sixty of them were 

stolen in unclear circumstances. This unfortunate event reduced signifi-

cantly the volume of the mae numismatic collection. 

Since 1976, Maria Beatriz Borba Florenzano, professor of Classical Archeo-

logy at the mae, is the scientific director of the numismatic collection of 

 
[13] Studied by Professor Florenzano and Professor Maria Cristina Kormikiari. Coins were 

classified and organized in a catalogue, of which a forthcoming publication is expected. 

[14] Florenzano et alii 2015. 

[15] Hackens 1965. 

[16] Fundação de Amparo à Pesquisa do Estado de São Paulo (Foundation for Research Support 

of the State of São Paulo) is an agency linked to the Secretariat of Economic Develop-

ment, Science, Technology and Innovation of the Government of the State of São Paulo. 

[17] They are mostly Greek pottery and terracotta, fragments of bronze and marble statues 

from the Greek and Roman eras and oil lamps dating from the Hellenistic period to the 

proto-Christian period. 
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the usp. She was responsible for the identification and cataloging, as well 

as for the photographic documentation of all coins. The poor state of con-

servation of many specimens had significantly affected the reading of the 

monetary types; in these cases, the photographs were taken from plaster 

casts. Part of classical coins from usp’s collection was included in the inter-

national project LIMC (Lexicon Icongraphicum Mythologiae Classicae), which 

contains “data relating to ancient Greek, Roman and Etruscan documents 

bearing a mythological or religious representation” [18]. Ancient coins of the 

usp’s collection were also exhibited in several occasions, not only in Brazil, 

but also abroad [19]. 

The Museu Paulista and the mae are constantly working to take care of their 

collections and to divulgate knowledge through them. Also, they collabo-

rate actively with schools and educational institutions. In this context, the 

Numismatic Collection of the University of São Paulo today is certainly a 

precious heritage, but also a dynamic instrument to allow people to connect 

with the past, unavoidable step to understand our present. 
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OBITUARY 

 

Demetrios Michaelides, Evangélina Markou & Michel Amandry 

 

INO NICOLAOU (1928-2018) 

 

 

Chypre 1961. Ino Nicolaou est au centre droit à l’avant plan 

 

En 2009, la Commission Internationale Numismatique [1], lors de son Con-

grès à Glasgow, avait élu Ino Michaelidou-Nicolaou membre honoraire de 

cette institution, lui témoignant ainsi l’estime de ses pairs pour son œuvre 

scientifique. Cet œuvre comprend plus de 150 livres et articles, dont on 

trouvera la liste dans le volume édité par D. Michaelides en 2013 [2]. Ino 

Nicolaou était tout à la fois archéologue, épigraphiste et numismate. Dans 

les pages qui suivent, D. Michaelides retrace la carrière d’Ino Nicolaou et 

E. Markou et M. Amandry commentent ses publications numismatiques [3]. 

 
 Demetrios Michaelides, FSAProfessor Emeritus, University of Cyprus, President Emeritus, 

International Committee for the Conservation of Mosaics (dmichael@spidernet.com.cy); 

Evangélina Markou, Chercheuse Principale, Institut de Recherches Historiques, Fondation 

Nationale de la Recherche Scientifique, Athènes (emarkou@eie.gr); Michel Amandry, 

Directeur honoraire du Cabinet des médailles, Paris (michel.amandry@noos.fr) 

[1] Désormais Conseil International de Numismatique. 

[2] Voir n. 9. 

[3] Cette nécrologie est une version modifiée de celle qui a été publiée par les trois auteurs 

dans le Cahier du Centre d’Études Chypriotes 48 (2018), p. 9-16, sous le titre ‘In Memoriam 

Ino Michaelidou-Nicolaou’. 
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La carrière d’Ino Nicolaou 

Ino Michaelidou-Nicolaou passed away in her birthplace Limassol on Ja-

nuary 31st 2018. Born to a well-to-do family, Ino Michaelidou was one of the 

few Cypriot women of her time to follow an academic career. She studied 

Classical Philology at the University of Athens and then, with a scholarship 

from the British Council, she went on to study Greek and Latin epigraphy 

with Terence B. Mitford at St Andrews University. In 1976, she earned her 

doctorate degree from the University of Göteborg in Sweden, with a thesis 

on the Prosopography of Ptolemaic Cyprus, which was published that very 

same year [4]. 

Although born and raised in Limassol, she spent most of her adult life in 

Nicosia. In 1960, she married the Ephor of Antiquities Kyriacos Nicolaou 

from Rizocarpaso  [5], with whom she often collaborated until his death in 

1981. Also in 1960, she entered the Department of Antiquities of Cyprus in 

Nicosia, which she served for 39 years, until her retirement as Archaeo-

logical Officer A in 1989. 

In her student days, she took part in excavations at the Kerameikos and the 

Pnyx in Athens (under I. Threpsiades), at Palmyra in Syria (under K. Mi-

chalowski) and, later, at the House of Dionysos in Paphos, working under 

her husband. She directed her own excavations for the Department of 

Antiquities at the ‘Commissariato’ of Limassol, the Eastern necropolis of 

Amathous [6] and the locality Phoinikas of Evrychou [7]. 

Ino Michaelidou-Nicolaou started publishing already during her student 

days, her first articles appearing in 1952 [8]. There followed over 150 articles 

in scientific journals and chapters in collective works, as well as seven 

monographs [9]. Another three monographs, left incomplete at her death, 

are being prepared for publication by Prof. Anna Panayotou-Triantaphyllo-

poulou. Her work covers a variety of subjects, most of it, however, deals 

 
[4] Studies in Mediterranean Archaeology XLIV, Paul Åströms Förlag. 

[5] D. Michaelides, “Nicolaou, Kyriakos”, The Oxford Encyclopedia of Near Eastern Archaeo-

logy vol. 4, Oxford University Press 1997, p. 138-139. See also A. Panayotou-Trianta-

phyllopoulou 2016-2017, and https://docplayer.gr/706944-Kyriakos-nikolaoy-

viografiko-simeioma.html 

[6] I. Michaelidou-Nicolaou, “Excavations at the Eastern Necropolis of Amathous in 

1984”, RDAC 1985, p. 257-285. 

[7] I. Michaelidou-Nicolaou, “A Hellenistic and Roman Tomb at Eurychou-Phoenikas”, 

RDAC 1984, p. 234-256. 

[8] Ἰ. Mιχαηλίδου, “Ἀθανάσιος Xριστόπουλος, Ὁ νέος Ἀνακρέων”, Ἑλληνικὴ Δημιουργία 

1952, p. 417-421; and “Ὕμνος εἰς Ἰσαὰκ ὅτε ηὐλόγησε τὸν Ἰακώβ”, in Ν. Β. Τωμαδάκη, 
Ῥωμανοῦ τοῦ Μελωδοῦ Ὕμνοι, Athens, 1952, A΄, p. 65-86. 

[9] “Publications”, in D. Michaelides (ed.), Epigraphy, Numismatics, Prosopography and 

History of Ancient Cyprus. Papers in Honour of Ino Nicolaou, Uppsala, 2013, 2013, p. xix-

xxviii (Studies in Mediterranean Archaeology and Literature PB 179); and A. Panayo-

tou-Triantaphyllopoulou 2016-2017. 
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with epigraphy, numismatics and prosopography, and includes the impor-

tant monographs on the coins and the stamped amphora handles from the 

House of Dionysos in Paphos [10], as well as the already mentioned Prosopo-

graphy of Ptolemaic Cyprus. These, together with the 48 instalments of In-

scriptiones Cypriae Alphabeticae [11], are indispensable tools for anyone study-

ing Hellenistic and Roman Cyprus. 

Mrs Nicolaou was a rather reserved and introvert person and, as she often 

repeated to me, her professional motto was τὸ ἀθορύβως ἐργάζεσθαι καὶ 
δημιουργεῖν (to work and create silently). Although she followed this right 

through her career, without ever seeking the limelight, she was duly 

honoured by the academic world. In 1978, her Prosopography of Ptolemaic 

Cyprus received the First Prize of the Academy of Athens. In 1990, the Uni-

versity of Athens honoured her for her contribution to science [12], as did the 

University of Cyprus in 2007 with the organization of an international con-

ference in her honour and the subsequent publication of the proceedings [13]. 

Also in her honour, the University of Cyprus founded, in 1963, the “Ino 

Nicolaou Epigraphic Laboratory”, in the Department of History and Ar-

chaeology. 

Ino Nicolaou was a generous person. In 2016, she bequeathed to the Uni-

versity of Cyprus, in her name and that of her late husband, their rich 

library counting around 10,000 books, offprints and journals. The bequest 

also includes numerous photographs, plaster casts of coins, 934 squeezes 

of inscriptions, drawings and excavation notes, as well as their corres-

pondence with the international academic community. Once this material 

is fully catalogued, it will be made available to the scientific world, accord-

ing to the wish of Mrs Nicolaou. 

 

L’œuvre numismatique d’Ino Nicolaou 

Ino Nicolaou aura beaucoup œuvré pour faire connaître au monde savant 

les trouvailles monétaires chypriotes, qu’elles soient d’époques classique, 

hellénistique, romaine ou byzantine, sans oublier celle des Lusignan. Ses 

publications ont été divisées en monographies et articles. Pour cette der-

nière catégorie, nous avons tenté de les classer selon l’époque abordée. A 

 
[10] I. Nicolaou, The Coins from the House of Dionysos, with Appendix: The Coins from A. The 

Odeion, B. The Gymnasion, C. The Asklepieion (Paphos II), and The Stamped Amphora 

Handles (Paphos V), Nicosia 1990 and 2005 respectively. 

[11] Published in Berytus XIV, 1963, p. 129-141; and from then on in yearly instalments in 

RDAC up to 2012. 

[12] Her work and achievements were presented by Prof. V. Lambrinoudakis, see Το Πανε-

πιστήμιο Αθηνών και η Κύπρος (Κυπριακά Β΄), Athens, 1993, p. 97-99; and the 

honouree’s response on p. 101-109. 

[13] D. Michaelides ed., see note 5. 
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une exception près, ses publications ont été écrites en anglais (et même en 

français), ce qui rendait aisé leur accès. 

I. Monographies 

 Paphos I. A Ptolemaic Coin Hoard, Nicosie, 1976 (en coll. avec O. Mørk-

holm) [14] 

Il s’agit de la publication du trésor le plus important mis au jour à Chypre 

lors d’une fouille effectuée par le Département des Antiquités en 1964 dans 

la Maison de Dionysos à Nea Paphos. L’amphore a été découverte dans une 

des chambres de la résidence hellénistique ; elle contenait 2.828 tétra-

drachmes ptolémaïques qui ont été étudiés par coins, procurant ainsi une 

base de référence pour les émissions frappées à Salamis, Kition et Paphos 

et permettant surtout d’initier la discussion sur le monnayage de la période 

ptolémaïque à Chypre.  

 Paphos II. The Coins from the House of Dionysos. Appendix : The Coins from 

A. The Odeion B. The Gymnasion C. The Asklepieion, Nicosie, 1990. 

Dans ce volume, qui a suivi la publication du trésor de tétradrachmes ptolé-

maïques de 1976, I. Nicolaou présente les trouvailles monétaires provenant 

toujours de Nea Paphos et plus précisément de la Maison de Dionysos (839 

monnaies), de l’Odeion (123 monnaies), du Gymnasion (8 monnaies) et de 

l’Asklepieion (4 monnaies). Il s’agit d’une contribution importante sur la 

circulation des monnayages hellénistiques et romains à Chypre. Le catalo-

gue des monnaies est suivi d’un commentaire. 

II. Articles 

Monnayage grec 

 The Ancient Coinage of Cyprus, Cyprus Hilton 1972, 25-27. 

 Η Κύπρος ως κέντρον νομισματοκοπίας κατά τους Πτολεμαϊκούς χρόνους, 

Στασίνος, Πρακτικά του Α΄ Παγκυπρίου Συνεδρίου Ελληνικού Πολιτισμού, 

Ελληνιστική Περίοδος, Λευκωσία 1974, 53-58. 

Cette contribution souligne d’une part l’absence de recherches concernant 

la période ptolémaïque à Chypre et d’autre part l’importance de la posses-

sion de l’île par les Ptolémées pour une période de plus de deux siècles et 

demi (294-30 av. J.-C.). L’article est illustré par un choix de monnaies de 

bronze, mises au jour lors des fouilles de la Maison de Dionysos qui ont 

confirmé la frappe de types monétaires spécifiques à Chypre. 

 Literary, Epigraphic and Numismatic Evidence on Nicocles King of Pa-

phos, Κυπριακαί Σπουδαί M΄, 1976, 15-28. 

 
[14] Comptes rendus par : Crawford, M. (1981). Gnomon 53 (4), 401-401; Zervos, O. (1979). 

AJA 83 (1), 118-119. 
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L’article réunit les sources littéraires, épigraphiques et numismatiques qui 

concernent Nicoclès, fils de Timarchos, le dernier roi de Paphos, un roi 

décrit comme actif et ambitieux. Brève mention est faite sur son activité 

architecturale et sur la fondation de Nea Paphos. Les sources littéraires ne 

sont pas nombreuses – même si parmi les sources figure le passage très 

discuté de Diodore sur la fin du roi et de la famille royale de Paphos (xx, 21, 

1-3), et les inscriptions qui survivent sont en syllabaire chypriote mais 

aussi en alphabet grec, elles aussi en nombre limité. De même, le mon-

nayage attribué à Nikoclès avec certitude - car il porte clairement son nom 

- est aussi restreint. L’émission qui représente au revers Apollon assis sur 

l’omphalos avec la légende au revers ΝΙΚΟΚΛΕΟΥΣ ΠΑΦΙΩΝ est discutée : 

les exemplaires qui survivent de nos jours sont peu nombreux et leur 

authenticité a été contestée dans le passé et récemment [15]. Le nom de 

Nicoclès apparaît aussi sur un nombre de tétradrachmes en argent, issus de 

coins différents au nom d’Alexandre. La légende ΝΙΚΟΚΛΕΟΥΣ est gravée 

“ d’une manière clandestine ” en lettres minuscules, cachées parmi les 

cheveux de la leonté portée par Héraclès au droit. I. Nicolaou fait mention 

des passages littéraires de Diodore et de Polyen qui mentionnent avec des 

variantes la fin de la famille royale de Paphos, ainsi que des corrections 

faites par des chercheurs qui ont altéré le nom de Nicoclès roi de Paphos et 

celui de sa femme Axiothèa avec le nom de Nikokréon, roi de Salamine et 

de sa femme Biothèa. I. Nicolaou, en s’appuyant sur les sources littéraires, 

présente des arguments forts sur le fait que le passage fait mention de 

Nicoclès de Paphos et non de Nicokréon de Salamine, ce qui aujourd’hui est 

généralement accepté [16]. Dans cette direction, elle s’accorde avec May sur 

la nature secrète du nom de Nicoclès sur le monnayage d’Alexandre [17] et 

propose de dater ses émissions après la mort d’Alexandre, période pendant 

laquelle elle date également l’émission avec Apollon sur l’omphalos. Elle va 

jusqu’à affirmer que les émissions portant la gravure clandestine du nom 

de Nicoclès ont été détectées par Ptolémée Ier et qu’elles ont été retirées de 

la circulation, même s’il faut noter qu’aujourd’hui il est presque impossible 

de voir cette légende minuscule – même à l’aide des outils d’agrandisse-

ment digitales –, et il nous paraît donc presque impossible que l’inscription 

ait été lue par les contemporains de Nicoclès. 

 
[15] A.-P. C. Weiss, “The Persic Distaters of Nikokles Revisited”, dans U. Wartenberg & 

M. Amandry (éds.), KAIROΣ. Contributions to Numismatics in Honor of Basil Demetriadi, 

New York (2015), p.365-368 ; P. Iossif, “Apollo Toxotes and the Seleukids: Comme un 

air de famille” dans P.P. Iossif, S. Andrzej V. Chankowski & C. Lorber (éds), More than 

Men, Less than Gods: Studies on Royal Cult and Imperial Worship. Proceedings of the inter-

national colloquium organized by the Belgian school at Athens (November 1-2, 2007), Lou-

vain (2011), 229-291, surtout 259-262.  

[16] Diodore de Sicile. Bibliothèque Historique, Livre XX. (Les Belles Lettres), Texte établi, 

traduit et commenté par C. Durvye, Paris (2018), 31 et 185-186, n. 161. 

[17] J.M.F. May, “The Alexander Coinage of Nikokles of Paphos”, Numismatic Chronicle 12 

(1952), 1-18. 
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 Numismatics : catalogue, Idalion 1970-1977, dans L.E. Stager & A.M. 

Walker (eds.), The American Expedition to Idalion, Cyprus, 1973-1980, 

Oriental Institute Communications 24, Chicago, 1989, 447-456. 

I. Nicolaou réunit les monnaies mises à jour à Idalion lors des fouilles des 

années 1970-1977. Le catalogue compte 68 monnaies qui datent de l’épo-

que des Royaumes (Ve au IVe s. av. J.-C. dont des monnaies de Stasikypros 

d’Idalion, d’Evagoras II de Salamine, et d’Alexandre III), de la période 

ptolémaïque, mais aussi des monnaies romaines, byzantines et médiévales 

(Baudouin II d’Edesse). Le lieu de trouvaille ainsi que la description des 

monnaies figurent dans ce catalogue détaillé, accompagné de planches 

photographiques.  

 More information about the Arsos (Larnaca district) hoard, dans Report 

of the Department of Antiquities of Cyprus, 1989: 139-140. 

I. Nicolaou présente brièvement l’historique du trésor d’Arsos, publié en 

1982 par A. Destrooper-Georgiades [18] et fournit des informations sur les 

circonstances de la découverte du trésor et les aventures qui ont abouti à 

son acquisition par le Musée de Chypre : les 33 monnaies du trésor ont été 

découvertes dans deux pots par une équipe d’ouvriers d’Arsos et des villa-

ges voisins ; ils ont commencé à se disputer pour le partage du trésor, les 

vases ont été brisées et les monnaies dispersées.  

 Coins of King Timarchos from Nea Paphos, dans G. Le Rider et al. (eds.), 

Kraay-Mørkholm Essays. Numismatic Studies in Memory of C.M. Kraay and 

O. Mørkholm, Louvain-la-Neuve, 1989, 179-180 et pl. lxxi. 

Dans cette contribution, I. Nicolaou réunit cinq bronzes attribués au roi 

Timarchos (350-325 BC), père de Nicoclès, dernier roi de Paphos, qui ont 

été mis à jour lors des fouilles de la Maison de Dionysos à Paphos. Trois 

d’entre eux portent des types nouveaux ainsi que le signe “ ti ” en sylla-

baire chypriote, l’initial du nom du roi. 

 The coins ; dans La Nécropole d’Amathonte, Tombes 110-385, Études Chy-

priotes XIII, 1991, 177-191, pl. viii-x. 

La contribution d’I. Nicolaou compte 62 monnaies des époques hellénis-

tique et romaine qui ont été mis à jour dans dix-huit tombes de la nécropole 

d’Amathonte lors des fouilles du Département des Antiquités de Chypre. 

 Cyprus : Archaic to Roman Times, dans T. Hackens et al. eds., A Survey 

of Numismatic Research 1985-1990, Bruxelles, 1991, 91-95. 

I. Nicolaou réunit et commente la bibliographie numismatique chypriote, 

publiée entre les années 1985 et 1990 dans le Survey à l’occasion du Congrès 

International de Numismatique de Bruxelles de 1991. 

 
[18] A. Destrooper-Georgiades, “Un trésor de monnaies de Pnytagoras de Salamine (Chypre) 

provenant de la région d’Athienou – Arsos”, Studia Paulo Naster Oblata (Orientalia 

Lovaniensia Analecta 12), Louvain (1982), 43-55. 
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 The Coins, dans D. Buitron Oliver, The Sanctuary of Apollo Hylates at Kou-

rion: The Excavations in the Archaic Precinct, Studies in Mediterranean 

Archaeology 109, Jonsered, 1996, 169-171. 

Le chapitre dédié aux trouvailles monétaires présente les treize monnaies 

découvertes à l’occasion des fouilles du sanctuaire d’Apollon Hylatès à 

Kourion (1978-1982). Les monnaies décrites sont toutes en bronze et 

datent de la fin du IVe s. av. J.-C. au IVe s. ap. J.-C. 

 Un petit trésor de dariques, Kiti 1978, trouvé à Chypre, Revue Numis-

matique 162, 2006, 19-23. 

Ce petit trésor, composé exclusivement de six dariques, a été découvert par 

des plongeurs au large de Kiti, à proximité de Larnaca, la région de l’ancien 

royaume de Kition (CH 5,22 ; CH 6, 13). Le trésor a été enfoui vers 380 av. 

J.-C. et constitue une des rarissimes trouvailles de dariques à Chypre [19]. 

 Michaelidou-Nicolaou, I. & Destrooper-Georgiades, A. 2010: “Die Fund-

münzen aus Tamassos und dem Umland”, in: H.-G. Buchholz & H. Mat-

thäus, Tamassos. Ein antiker stadtstaat im Bergbaugebiet von Zypern (Alter 

Orient und Altes Testament 48.1), Münster: 743-782. 

Dans ce gros volume dédié au royaume de Tamassos, qui s’appuie sur les 

résultats de 40 ans de fouilles, I. Nicolaou et A. Destrooper Georgiades 

collaborent dans un long chapitre comprenant plusieurs sous-chapitres 

pour dresser la liste des trouvailles monétaires de Tamassos et de ses 

environs, La première section du chapitre est dédiée à la bibliographie, sui-

vie par une introduction d’I. Nicolaou sur le Corspusculum des monnaies mis 

à jour à Tamassos lors les fouilles de l’expédition allemande (1970-1982) 

ainsi que les monnaies découvertes lors de fouilles de sauvetage ou par 

hasard et qui font partie des collections du Musée de Chypre à Nicosie. Le 

catalogue compte 22 monnaies trouvées en fouilles et 31 découvertes for-

tuitement, qui datent de l’époque des Royaumes (1-12) de l’époque hellé-

nistique (13-20), puis des époques romaine (21-26), byzantine (27-52) et 

ottomane (53). A. Destrooper-Georgiades présente par la suite la collection 

du Dr. Andreas Georgiades, avec ses commentaires, des trouvailles addi-

tionnelles, ainsi qu’un extrait de sa thèse de doctorat sur les monnaies 

classiques découvertes dans la région de Tamassos. 

 

 
[19] Le seul autre exemple de trésor contenant des dariques mis au jour à Chypre est le 

trésor de Vouni (IGCH 1278), enfoui aux alentours de 380. Il était composé d’un total de 

252 monnaies, dont 247 monnaies royales chypriotes en argent, quatre dariques et un 

statère en argent d’Aspendos. Sur ce trésor cf. : W. Schwabacher, “The coins of the Vouni 

treasure. Contributions to Cypriote numismatics”, Opuscula Archaeologica 4 (1946), 25-

46; Ibid. “The coins of the Vouni treasure reconsidered”, Nordisk Numismatisk Årskrift 

(1947), 67-104. 
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Numismatique romaine et provinciale romaine 

 Cypriot bronze Greek Imperial countermarked coins, dans I. A. Carradice 

& P. Attwood eds., Proceedings of the 10th International Congress of Numis-

matics, London, September 1986, Londres, 1989, 207-215 et Pl. 23-26 

 Numismatica Varia, dans T. Hackens & G. Moucharte eds., Actes du XIe 

Congrès International de Numismatique. Bruxelles, 8-13 septembre 1991, 

Louvain-la-Neuve, 1993, 357-361 

 Four Ptolemaic/Roman Hoards from Cyprus, The Numismatic Chronicle 

153, 1993, 11-29 et pl. 2-8 

 Additions to the Countermarked Coins found in Cyprus / Προσθήκες στα 
υστεροσημασμένα νομίσματα που βρίσκονται στην Κύπρο, dans ΧΑ-
ΡΑΚΤΗΡ Αφιέρωμα στη Μάντω Οικονομίδου, Athènes, 1996, 194-199 

 Roman Cappadocian Silver Coins and Imperial Denarii in the Cyprus 

Museum, Nicosia, dans B. Kluge et B. Weisser eds., XII. Internationaler 

Numismatischer Kongress Berlin 1997 Akten I, Berlin, 2000, 698-702 

 Νομίσματα του Αυτοκράτορα Βεσπασιανού που κόπηκαν για την 
Κύπρο στο Νομισματικό Μουσείο Αθηνών, dans Κερμάτια Φιλίας. Τιμη-
τικός τόμος για τον Ιωάννη Τουράτσογλου. Τόμος Α΄, Νομισματική – 
Σφραγιστική, Athènes, 2009, 407-411. 

Outre la publication de fonds muséaux (drachmes de Césarée de Cappadoce 

et deniers romains entrés dans les collections du Cyprus Museum en 1949, 

mais dont la provenance est inconnue ; tétradrachmes au nom de Vespasien 

frappés par le Koinon de Chypre entrés par don dans les collections du 

Musée Numismatique d’Athènes), I. Nicolaou s’intéressa aux contremar-

ques figurant sur le monnayage provincial chypriote. Elle donna, au congrès 

de Londres, en 1986, une belle contribution, cataloguant 41 monnaies con-

servées au Cyprus Museum ou faisant partie de trésors découverts à Chy-

pre, portant toutes une ou plusieurs contremarques. La plupart étaient 

connues du répertoire établi par C. Howgego [20], mais on lui doit d’en avoir 

fait connaître une nouvelle, de l’époque de Domitien, dont le déchiffrement 

reste difficile (IDC/GCP : Imperator Domitianus Caesar Germanicus Censor 

Perpetuus ou IDC/CXP : Imperator Domitianus Caesar Cos X Probavit). I. 

Nicolaou publia ensuite les trésors monétaires qui contenaient ces mon-

naies contremarquées (trois trésors découverts à Paphos, un de Platani) et 

qui avaient en outre l’intérêt de montrer l’état de la circulation monétaire 

à Chypre aux deux premiers siècles de notre ère. Elle revint à nouveau sur 

les contremarques en 1996, publiant du matériel inédit, en particulier un 

bel ensemble de tétradrachmes de Vespasien contremarqués sous Marc 

Aurèle ou Caracalla. 

 
[20] Greek Imperial Countermarks, Royal Numismatic Society Special Publication 17, Londres, 

1985. 
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Monnayage byzantin 

 The Ayios Panteleimon of Akhera hoard of Byzantine electrum scyphate 

coins, Report of the Department of Antiquities, Cyprus, 1987, 279-318 (en 

coll. avec P. Flourentzos). 

 The Limassol (Molos) hoard of Byzantine gold, t.p.q. 641, Report of the 

Department of Antiquities, Cyprus, 2007, 399-433 (en coll. avec M. Met-

calf). 

Monnayage des Lusignan 

 The Paralimni hoard of silver Lusignan coins, Cyprus Numismatic Society, 

Numismatic Report VIII, 1977, 39-44. 



VARIA 

 

Dietrich O.A. Klose & Berhard Weisser 

 

STELLUNGNAHME DER NUMISMATISCHEN KOMMISSION DER LÄNDER 

IN DER BUNDESREPUBLIK DEUTSCHLAND E. V. ZUM BEGRIFF „NUMIS-

MATISCHER WERT“ IM KULTURGUTSCHUTZGESETZ (KGSG) [1] 

 

In § 2, Absatz 10 des kgsg vom 6. August 2016 wird der Begriff Kulturgut 

definiert. Damit legt der Gesetzgeber fest, welche Objekte in den Anwen-

dungsbereich des Gesetzes fallen. Im Wortlaut heißt es: „Kulturgut“ [ist] jede 

bewegliche Sache oder Sachgesamtheit von künstlerischem, geschichtlichem oder 

archäologischem Wert oder aus anderen Bereichen des kulturellen Erbes, insbe-

sondere von paläontologischem, ethnographischem, numismatischem oder wis-

senschaftlichem Wert. 

Dazu gibt die NK folgende Erklärung ab, verfasst auf der Jahresversammlung 

am 12./13. April 2018 in Dresden: 

 

Numismatische Objekte sind Münzen und Papiergeld, Medaillen, Marken 

und Zeichen etc. sowie deren Herstellungswerkzeuge. Soweit sie aus einem 

archäologischen Kontext stammen, sind sie als Kulturgüter gem. § 2 Absatz 

10 des KGSG zu behandeln. Der numismatische Wert der übrigen Objekte 

bemisst sich an genauer zu bestimmenden Kriterien. 

Als serieller Gegenstand besitzt nicht jedes einzelne numismatische Objekt 

wissenschaftliche Relevanz. Die Methoden der Numismatik zielen seit 

Theodor Mommsen z. B. darauf ab, mithilfe von Archivalien oder Stempel-

studien Prägesysteme zu rekonstruieren. Deren Kenntnis ist die Vorausset-

zung für jegliche Kontextualisierung. 

Die Numismatische Kommission der Länder betont, dass nicht jedes nu-

mismatische Objekt auch einen numismatischen Wert hat. Als miteinander 

zu verbindende Kriterien für den numismatischen Wert sind anzuführen: 

a) Der Wert eines numismatischen Objektes steigt mit zunehmendem 

Alter. So haben etwa ab 1800 hergestellte Münzen nur in Ausnahme-

fällen einen numismatischen Wert, solche, die zwischen 1600 und 1800 

 
[1] Einstimmig beschlossen auf der Jahrestagung der Numismatischen Kommission der 

Länder am 13. April 2018 in Dresden. http://www.numismatische-kommission.de/ 

nachrichten/stellungnahme-der-numismatischen-kommission-der-laender-in-der-

bundesrepublik-deutschland-e-v-zum-begriff-numismatischer-wert-im-

kulturgutschutzgesetz-kgsg (abgerufen am 19. April 2018). 
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hergestellt wurden, haben in der Regel einen geringen numismatischen 

Wert, jene, die vor 1600 hergestellt wurden, haben in der Regel einen 

hohen numismatischen Wert. 

b) Für den numismatischen Wert eines Objektes spielt die Seltenheit eine 

Rolle. So hat etwa ein nur in einem Stück bekannter Münztyp immer 

einen numismatischen Wert, eine unbekannte bzw. nur in wenigen 

Stücken bekannte Variante hat in der Regel einen numismatischen Wert. 

c) Der Forschungsstand spielt eine Rolle für den numismatischen Wert. Je 

besser ein Objekttyp erforscht und publiziert ist, desto niedriger ist sein 

numismatischer Wert. 

d) Unabhängig von den für einen Objekttyp geltenden Kriterien a)-c) kann 

ein individuelles Objekt einen kultur- und kunstgeschichtlichen sowie 

objektgeschichtlichen Wert haben. Dies kann neben dem eingangs schon 

erwähnten archäologischen Kontext die Herkunft aus einer bedeuten-

den Sammlung (etwa der von Johann Wolfgang von Goethe) oder die 

Individualisierung des Objekts durch Gravur, Verarbeitung o. ä. zu 

Schmuck, Ehrenzeichen etc. sein.  

e) Die Numismatische Kommission empfiehlt, bei der Entwicklung von 

behördlichen Handlungsanweisungen diese Kriterien zu berücksichti-

gen. Eine umfassende numismatische Dokumentation strittiger Fälle ist 

anzustreben. Die Numismatische Kommission ist bereit, ihre Kompe-

tenz in diesen Prozess einzubringen. 

 



François de Callataÿ 

 

THE SIZE OF NUMISMATIC LITERATURE. II. PLAYING THROUGH TIME 

(C. 1800–2018) WITH DONUM (AMERICAN NUMISMATIC SOCIETY) 

 

This paper prolongs a general reflection started a long time ago about the 

size of numismatic literature. One specific paper was about auction cata-

logues. [1] Two others extrapolated from the data provided by the last Sur-

veys of Numismatic Surveys. [2] Another, focusing on numismatic journals, 

underlined how poorly numismatic literature is referenced by actual tools. [3] 

The present paper aims to take advantage of the unique possibilities offered 

by donum (Database of Online Numismatic Materials), the online catalogue 

of the American Numismatic Society (ans) library. [4] 

All libraries possess a catalogue for monographs but, with very few excep-

tions, none have the internal resources to catalogue articles. For the numis-

matic world, the American Numismatic Society is the only library – since 

the 1930s onwards – to systematically establish a file for every published 

article, auction catalogue, and pamphlet. The ans catalogue consequently 

offers a unique resource, one of the most complete worldwide.  

For the sake of historiography, it is worth remembering that the ans was 

not the first to develop such a vast bibliographic ambition. The Numis-

matisches Literatur-Blatt created in 1880 by Max von Bahrfeldt (1856–1936) 

already aimed to inform readers about recent numismatic publications, [5] 

which was done for more than half a century, from February 1880 to July 

1939. [6] Since ww ii, the ans positioned itself as the leading force for numis-

 
  Secretary of the INC. Head of department at the Royal Library of Belgium, professor at 

the Université Libre de Bruxelles and directeur d’études at the École Pratique des Hautes 

Études (Paris). callatay@kbr.be. I am very grateful to Andrew Reinhard, current libra-

rian at the ans, for having improved both the text and my English. 

[1] Callataÿ 1990. 

[2] Callataÿ 1992 (mainly from a national angle) and 2016 (mainly from a thematic angle). 

[3] Callataÿ 2014. 

[4] http://numismatics.org/resources/. On donum, see Hahn 2012 and http://numisma-

tics.org/basslibrary/historyofdonum/. 

[5] Each issue was divided in two parts: 1) what has been published in numismatic journals, 

given without comments (I. Inhaltsverzeichniss der numismatischen Zeitschriften); 2) no-

table publications and papers which appeared in non-numismatic publications (II. Selb-

ständige Publikationen und Aufsätze in nichtnumismatischen Zeitschriften). This second part 

proves to be of especially great interest with fine abstracts and even long reviews (10 or 

more pages). Every two years Bahrfeldt added a table of contents by alphabetical order 

of quoted authors. Unfortunately these tables of contents do not take into account papers 

published in numismatic journals. 

[6] As often happens, it did not survive its founder who died on April 1936. Richard Gaettens 

(1886-1965), director of the company Riechmann & Co. in Halle where the Numis-

matisches LiteraturBlatt was printed since 1919, was able to maintain the publication 

three additional years before giving up in 1939. 
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matic bibliography creating and hosting the Numismatic Literature which 

first appeared in 1947. With two printed issues per year and with an abstract 

for each entry, Numismatic Literature covered every category of artefacts 

kept by coin cabinets, including tokens, banknotes, medals, and decora-

tions. [7] This great international enterprise did not survive the digital turn 

and finally disappeared as a printed periodical in 2007. While nothing has 

replaced the abstracts carefully produced for Numismatic Literature under 

the guidance of dozens of local (national) responsible numismatists, donum 

offers a good illustration of what large databases could perform with their 

multiple functions. 

 

1. Reliability 

The ans library is certainly one of the largest numismatic libraries in the 

world, but how comprehensive is it especially towards literature written in 

languages other than English? We know from the four previous Surveys of 

Numismatic Research – admitting only five languages: English, French, Ger-

man, Italian, and Spanish – that 56% of the papers have been submitted 

in English, 16% in German, 15% in French, 7% in Spanish, and 4% in Ita-

lian. [8] Of course, these percentages do not reflect the real diversity. It is 

likely that English, as the modern lingua franca, is inflated here, and that 

the real percentage of contributions originally written in English is well 

below 56% (one should ideally count for each language the number of 

references out of the 47,363 made in the last four Surveys). 

For the ans library, donum offers a ‘language’ function which allows one 

to go far back in time. Table 1 gives the number of references obtained for 

books and articles in English, French, German, Italian, and Spanish every 

20 years from 1780 onwards to today. 

 

Years All % Five lang. English % Eng. French German Italian Spanish 

1780-99 152 118 (77.6%) 46 30.3% 28 27 9 8 

1800-19 167 136 (81.4%) 39 23.4% 37 25 29 6 

1820-39 373 296 (79.4%) 130 34.9% 72 52 41 1 

1840-59 1,051 925 (88.0%) 495 47.1% 217 146 61 6 

 
[7] In September 1967 (vol. 79), an international committee was created with the idea to 

have one or two delegates per country in charge of writing the abstracts of what has 

been published in their respective countries. All the issues since then have been 

digitized with ocr technology allowing queries with keywords and are now down-

loadable for free via Hathitrust: https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/ls?field1=ocr;q1=%22 

numismatic%20literature%22;a=srchls;lmt=ft. 

[8] Callataÿ 2016, pp. 52-53. 
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1860-79 1,636 1,427 (87.2%) 708 43.3% 327 318 57 17 

1880-99 3,527 2,906 (82.4%) 1,243 35.2% 639 725 258 41 

1900-19 5,844 4,834 (82.7%) 2,240 38.3% 748 988 794 64 

1920-39 6,360 5,256 (82.6%) 3,037 47.8% 639 1,085 375 120 

1940-59 15,348 11,689 (76.2%) 7,787 50.7% 1,008 1,300 805 789 

1960-79 36,191 28,985 (80.1%) 20,183 55.8% 2,680 3,198 1,487 1,437 

1980-99 54,787 44,996 (82.1%) 32,871 60.0% 3,576 5,005 1,720 1,824 

2000-19 26,042 19,572 (75.2%) 13,533 52.0% 2,314 1,658 1,281 786 

Table 1 – Chronological evolution of languages used for books and articles 

recorded in DONUM (1780-2019) 

 

Graph 1 – Chronological evolution of languages used for books and articles 

recorded in DONUM (1780-2019) 

 

As illustrated by Graph 1, the recent percentage for English is very close to 

what it is in the previous four Surveys (around 55%), which is considerably 

more than at the beginning of the 19th c. (c. 30%). Once close to 20%, French 

and German are now under 10% (less than the c. 15% from the earlier Sur-

veys), while Italian and Spanish are around 5% (with various highs and lows 

worthy of future research). 
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One is tempted to conclude that: 1) as expected, the ans library is indeed 

favouring literature in English (the same bias will inevitably occur for any 

language in libraries where it is the spoken language), but 2) on the whole, 

we see similar results with what could be obtained from the prior four Sur-

veys and that consequently donum could be used as a reliable tool at large 

to estimate the size of numismatic literature through the ages. 

 

2. General trends 

With this in mind, let’s start the investigation taking advantage of the ‘Date 

Range’ function on the one hand and the ability to select categories of sour-

ces as ‘books’, ‘articles’, ‘auction catalogues’, or ‘pamphlets’ on the other. [9] 

Table 2 shows the cumulated number of entries (from 1790 to today) re-

turned at the end of each decade for ‘books’, ‘articles’, ‘auction catalogues’ 

and ‘pamphlets.’ 

 

Years Total Books Articles 
Auction 

Catalogues Pamphlets 

1790 1,052 946 26 39 41 

1800 1,156 1,014 26 47 58 

1810 1,250 1,086 30 54 66 

1820 1,387 1,180 34 76 82 

1830 1,583 1,303 42 123 96 

1840 1,981 1,513 117 191 131 

1850 2,666 1,759 331 357 175 

1860 3,600 2,099 568 616 255 

1870 4,850 2,469 949 959 376 

1880 6,467 2,893 1,524 1,377 529 

1890 8,949 3,475 2,487 2,074 732 

1900 11,825 4,183 3,826 2,662 926 

1910 16,302 4,893 6,276 3,684 1,155 

1920 20,136 5,532 8,303 4,610 1,346 

1930 23,887 6,353 10,070 5,463 1,583 

 
[9] Pamphlets are mainly offprints and therefore often a redundant category of evidence. 
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1940 29,208 7,314 13,091 6,361 1,912 

1950 35,854 8,204 17,530 7,283 2,205 

1960 48,248 9,750 26,712 8,425 2,617 

1970 66,145 12,040 39,567 10,161 3,431 

1980 93,174 14,786 59,255 13,452 4,467 

1990 124,880 17,649 82,790 17,409 5,570 

2000 157,758 20,423 107,525 21,563 6,076 

2010 177,253 22,324 121,538 24,717 6,339 

2019 187,968 23,517 128,811 26,865 6,417 

Table 2 – Cumulative number of entries returned at the end of each decade for ‘books’, 

‘articles’, ‘pamphlets’ and ‘auction catalogues’ from 1790 to 2019 (source: DONUM) 

 

Books long dominated the landscape as the most common form of numis-

matic publication with c. 70/80% of the total, as they did during the first 

half of the 19th c. [10] The near-simultaneous launch of several numismatic 

journals in the late 1830s/early 1840s changed the pattern. [11] Only at the 

beginning of the 20th c. did articles become more numerous than books at 

the ans (see Graph 2), and this is a trend which became more pronounced 

through the 20th c. (see Graph 3). 

Around 1900, the average yearly acquisitions included around 170 books, 

250 articles, and 60 auction catalogues. [12] A century later, in 2000, the ans 

acquired 280 books, 2,500 articles, and 420 auction catalogues, a yearly 

total of more than 3,000 new entries when compared to c. 500 a century 

ago. In between, the number of articles has been multiplied by ten while 

the number of books did not double. In absolute terms, however, and using 

averages of c. 150 pages for books and c. 10 pages for articles, we passed less 

spectacularly from a yearly production of c. 50,500 pages in 1900 to c. 72,600 

pages in 2000. 

 
[10] Formed in the 19th c., the ans library is rich, albeit not too rich in numismatic books 

published before 1800. The 1,014 books possessed by the ans have to be compared with 

the 10,558 books fully or partly devoted to numismatics as recorded by Christian and 

Yvette Dekesel, out of which 1,873 (Category 1) are fully devoted to numismatics (on 

this see Callataÿ 2017, p. 45). 

[11] Revue Numismatique in 1836, Numismatic Chronicle in 1839, Revue belge de Numismatique 

in 1841, etc.  

[12] With some 27,000 auction catalogues, the ans is certainly one of the richest public 

libraries, but is far behind the largest one: the coin cabinet of the Fitzwilliam Museum 

in Cambridge which, due mainly to the combined efforts of Philip Grierson and Ted 

Buttrey, owned c. 55,000 at the end of 2016 (see: https://www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/ 

dept/coins/library/salescatalogue/). 
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Graph 2 – Cumulative number of entries from the end of each decade for ‘books’, 

‘articles’, ‘pamphlets’ and ‘auction catalogues’ from 1790 to 1910 (source: DONUM) 

 

 

Graph 3 – Cumulative number of entries from the end of each decade for ‘books’, 

‘articles’, ‘pamphlets’ and ‘auction catalogues’ from 1920 to 2019 (source: DONUM) 
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If using the same estimates of 150 pages per book and 10 per article, one 

obtains a grand total of c. 5 million numismatic pages published so far, out 

of which no less than two thirds would have been published as books. [13] 

This is a substantial body of reading, which would take a person 50 years if 

they read 275 pages every day! 

The current flow of numismatic literature is certainly impressive and unpre-

cedented in absolute terms, but it also calls for two mitigating comments. 

First, the decade 2000-2009 seems to be characterized by a severe decline 

whatever the category: c. 190 books, c. 1,400 articles, and c. 250 auction 

catalogues, i.e., only two-thirds of what was recorded for the preceding 

decade (a yearly total of c. 2,000 entries as compared to c. 3,000). [14] And 

this decline may be even sharper for the years 2010-2019 (with so far a 

yearly average of only 1,000 entries per annum). While the strong decline in 

printed auction catalogues is rather easy to explain (they are expensive to 

produce and mail and it is tempting for dealers to suppress these costs, all 

the more since electronic auctions also allow for better pictures that every-

one can enlarge at home), it is more surprising to observe a decline for 

monographs and articles as well (see Graph 4). 

 

 
Graph 4 – Yearly average total number of entries for each decade from 1791-1800 

to 2001-2010 for ‘auction catalogues’ (source: DONUM – see Table 2) 

 
[13] C. 3.5 million for books (23,517 × 150 pp.) and c. 1.3 for articles (128,811 × 10 pp.). As books 

are generally not yet taken into account by current bibliometrics, here is the main rea-

son why numismatic literature is poorly covered by tools such as the WoS or Scopus 

(see Callataÿ 2014). 

[14] Same results working with the prior Surveys of Numismatic Research, see Callataÿ 2016, 

p. 50. 
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Second, in terms of decennial growth, it is far below what was experienced 

by the past. Table 3 gives for each decade the percentage of absolute growth 

(i.e., calculated taking into account the total number of what existed so far): 

 

Years Total Books Articles 
Auction 

Catalogues 
Pamphlets 

1800 +9.8 +7.2 +0.0 +20.5 +41.5 

1810 +8.1 +7.1 +15.4 +14.9 +13.8 

1820 +11.0 +8.7 +13.3 +40.7 +24.2 

1830 +14.1 +10.4 +23.5 +61.8 +17.1 

1840 +25.1 +16.1 +178.6 +55.3 +36.5 

1850 +34.6 +16.3 +182.9 +86.9 +33.6 

1860 +35.0 +19.3 +71.6 +72.5 +45.7 

1870 +34.7 +17.6 +67.1 +55.7 +47.5 

1880 +33.3 +17.2 +60.6 +43.6 +40.7 

1890 +38.4 +20.1 +63.2 +50.6 +38.4 

1900 +32.1 +20.4 +53.8 +28.4 +26.5 

1910 +37.9 +17.0 +64.0 +38.4 +24.7 

1920 +23.5 +13.1 +32.3 +25.1 +16.5 

1930 +18.6 +14.8 +21.3 +18.5 +17.6 

1940 +22.3 +15.1 +30.0 +16.4 +20.8 

1950 +22.8 +12.2 +33.9 +14.5 +15.3 

1960 +34.6 +18.8 +52.4 +15.7 +18.7 

1970 +37.1 +23.5 +48.1 +20.6 +31.1 

1980 +40.9 +22.8 +49.8 +32.4 +30.2 

1990 +34.0 +19.4 +39.7 +29.4 +24.7 

2000 +26.3 +15.7 +29.9 +23.9 +9.1 

2010 +12.4 +9.3 +13.3 +14.6 +4.3 

2019 +6.0 +5.3 +6.0 +8.7 +1.2 

Table 3 – Decennial percentage of absolute growth for ‘books’, ‘articles’, ‘pamphlets’ 

and ‘auction catalogues’ kept at the ANS (1790–2019; source: DONUM – see Table 2) 
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As made clear by Graph 5, maximal growth is recorded during the years 

1830-1840, i.e., when national numismatic journals were launched, creating 

automatically a boom of papers. During two decades, the increasing ratio 

reached the amazing level of 180%. It is interesting to observe that auction 

catalogues, too, experienced a boom which, in terms of frequency (c. 80% 

in the 1840s) was not experienced before and will not be reproduced after. 

 

 
Graph 5 – Decennial percentage of absolute growth for ‘books’, ‘articles’, ‘pamphlets’ 

and ‘auction catalogues’ kept at the ANS (1800–2019; source: DONUM – see Table 2) 

 

Looking more closely (Graph 6), it turns out that the development of numis-

matic articles is now proceeding on a reduced pace (c. 20% for the years 

2000) as compared with the years 1950-1970 (c. 50%) and even more with 

the decades preceding ww i (c. 60%). With some nuances, the same pattern 

is observed for auction catalogues and pamphlets, with books as the only 

category to remain rather stable around 15/20% through each decade. 

Giving some support to the recent concept of Great World War (1914-1945), 

we do observe a general low for the decades 1910-1940 combining ww i, 

ww ii, and a major economic crisis in the middle. Then came what is called 

in French the ‘trente glorieuses’ (1946-1975) characterized by high econo-

mic growth. With a major development in the 1950s-1970s (+50%), scien-

tific journals grew more quickly than books for which best performances 

are recorded in the 1960s-1970s (+24%) or auction catalogues (+30% in 

the 1970s-1980s). 
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Graph 6 – Decennial percentage of absolute growth for ‘books’, ‘articles’, ‘pamphlets’, 

and ‘auction catalogues’ kept at the ANS (1870-2019; source: DONUM – see Table 2) 

 

Whatever the way to calculate – looking at cumulative (Table 2) or absolute 

growth (Table 3) – results for the 3rd millennium are marked by a decline. 

For reasons already mentioned, this is particularly visible for auction cata-

logues. [15] Table 4 gives for each period of five years from 1850 onwards the 

number of auction catalogues kept at the ans. 

 

Years Number Years Number Years Number Years Number 

1850-54 94 1895-99 325 1940-44 429 1985-89 1,977 

1855-59 140 1900-04 394 1945-49 467 1990-94 2,077 

1860-64 169 1905-09 558 1950-54 570 1995-99 2,102 

1865-69 171 1910-14 674 1955-59 556 2000-04 1,587 

1870-74 147 1915-19 315 1960-64 647 2005-09 1,560 

1875-79 224 1920-24 390 1965-69 982 2010-14 1,369 

1880-84 401 1925-29 445 1970-74 1,353 2015-19 883 

1885-89 325 1930-34 427 1975-79 1,779   

1890-94 242 1935-39 463 1980-84 1,979   

Table 4 – Quinquennial numbers of numismatic auction catalogues 

in NONUM (1850-2019) 

 
[15] Not foreseen when I published a specific paper on the topic in 1993 (see Callataÿ 1993). 
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Put on a graph (Graph 7), these numbers show the rapidity of decline with 

a result for the years 2010-2014, which is similar to the one obtained 40 

years earlier for 1970-1974. 

 

 

Graph 7 – Quinquennial numbers of numismatic ‘auction catalogues’ 

in DONUM (1850-2019) 

 

3. Some specific trends 

 

The general scheme presented so far is by nature the result of the aggre-

gation of many sub-trends. What follows aims to underline some of them 

as a demonstration of the many possibilities offered by donum. 

Let us first consider four thematic categories easily identifiable by their 

names: ‘Greek’, ‘Roman’, ‘American’, and ‘Byzantine.’ Table 5 gives for 

each period of five years the number of ‘book’ acquisitions for these four 

categories. 

Beyond the general but comparatively modest growth through the 20th c. 

(see Table 2: × 1.8 for books instead of × 10 for articles), it is interesting to 

observe how books on Greek coins long dominated the landscape before 

being slightly superseded by books on Roman coins, which doubled their 

numbers in the 1960s and 1970s, passing from 20 to 40 every year. [16] 

 
[16] The same is observed using NGram Viewer (Callataÿ 2018, p. 521, Graph 14). 
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Years Greek Roman American Byzantine 

1870-74 35 12 3 1 

1875-79 25 13 12 3 

1880-84 43 26 10 3 

1885-89 54 19 13 4 

1890-94 63 16 15 2 

1895-99 53 21 19 2 

1900-04 48 28 6 3 

1905-09 53 30 15 4 

1910-14 67 35 28 12 

1915-19 35 17 19 2 

1920-24 85 31 33 6 

1925-29 81 49 31 10 

1930-34 93 46 38 8 

1935-39 93 51 47 13 

1940-44 47 28 36 6 

1945-49 92 38 28 13 

1950-54 107 66 43 16 

1955-59 134 45 51 25 

1960-64 117 77 48 19 

1965-69 166 110 75 35 

1970-74 143 101 57 38 

1975-79 204 162 65 31 

1980-84 166 207 68 53 

1985-89 139 177 72 40 

1990-94 168 185 76 29 

1995-99 243 222 60 40 

2000-04 187 231 73 60 

2005-09 146 161 62 29 

2010-14 117 157 81 40 

2015-19 84 91 43 18 

Table 5 – Quinquennial acquisitions for ‘Greek’, ‘Roman’, ‘American’ 

and ‘Byzantine’ numismatic ‘books’ in DONUM (1870-2019) 
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Graph 8 – Quinquennial acquisitions for ‘Greek’, ‘Roman’, ‘American’, and 

‘Byzantine’ numismatic ‘books’ in DONUM (1870-2019) 

Based on periods of five years, Graph 8 also allows us to take the measure 

of the negative impact of the two World Wars on scientific publications, 

although in both cases this impact seems ephemeral. The same scenario 

with nuances could be observed looking at ‘articles’ (Table 6 and Graph 9). 

 

Years Greek Roman American Byzantine 

1870-74 67 43 4 1 

1875-79 109 56 5 4 

1880-84 138 92 13 6 

1885-89 103 76 7 0 

1890-94 120 78 7 5 

1895-99 202 153 12 9 

1900-04 230 174 11 10 
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1915-19 162 115 33 11 

1920-24 176 139 27 29 

1925-29 195 170 20 15 

1930-34 261 229 31 23 

1935-39 279 244 47 33 

1940-44 199 181 52 27 

1945-49 356 271 81 49 

1950-54 422 333 80 65 

1955-59 571 503 157 65 

1960-64 527 488 190 116 

1965-69 699 650 220 168 

1970-74 798 747 143 206 

1975-79 1,077 1,068 250 273 

1980-84 798 1,149 193 267 

1985-89 851 1,170 307 312 

1990-94 771 1,037 414 283 

1995-99 883 1,006 223 247 

2000-04 585 816 642 233 

2005-09 426 585 783 157 

2010-14 370 480 994 98 

2015-19 145 335 267 47 

Table 6 – Quinquennial acquisitions for ‘Greek’, ‘Roman’, ‘American’ 

and ‘Byzantine’ numismatic ‘articles’ in DONUM (1870-2019) 

 

Here again, articles on Greek coins were long more numerous than on 

Roman coins before the situation reversed in the 1980s and here again the 

last two decades have corresponded to a rather sharp decline. The most 

noticeable and peculiar fact is here the great and recent expansion of 

articles about American coins which are now substantially more abundant 

than articles on Greek coins. 

So, from at least a century (from 1870 onwards until the 1970s), Greek coins 

were the most studied type of coinages. If going back in time down to the 

beginning of the 19th c., it turns out that Greek coins already enjoyed that 

special status. 



the size of numismatic literature – donum 75 

 
Graph 9 – Quinquennial acquisitions for ‘Greek’, ‘Roman’, ‘American’, 

and ‘Byzantine’ numismatic ‘articles’ in DONUM (1870-2019) 

 

Years 
2) Total 

Number 

3) Greek 

Entries 

4) Greek Entries 

vs. Total Number 

5) Increase Greek vs. 

Total Number 

1790 972 206 21.2% - 

1800 1,040 216 20.8% 14.7% 

1810 1,116 240 21.5% 31.6% 

1820 1,214 265 21.8% 25.5% 

1830 1,345 298 22.2% 25.2% 

1840 1,630 369 22.6% 24.9% 

1850 2,090 454 21.7% 18.5% 

1860 2,667 569 21.3% 19.8% 

1870 3,418 739 21.6% 22.9% 

1880 4,417 980 22.2% 24.1% 

1890 5,962 1,324 22,2% 22.3% 

1900 8,009 1,788 22.3% 22.7% 

1910 11,169 2,454 22.0% 21.1% 

1920 13,836 3,023 21.8% 21.3% 

1930 16,424 3,577 21.8% 21.4% 

1940 20,406 4,300 21.1% 18.2% 
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1950 25,735 5,046 19.6% 14.0% 

1960 36,463 6,302 17.3% 11.7% 

1970 51,608 7,818 15.1% 10.0% 

1980 74,042 10,056 13.6% 10.0% 

1990 100,440 12,022 12.0% 7.4% 

2000 127,948 14,125 11.0% 7.6% 

2010 143,862 15,398 10.7% 8.0% 

2019 152,358 15,983 10.5% 6.9% 

Table 7 – Cumulative decennial increases for ‘books’, ‘articles’, and ‘pamphlets’ with 

levels of increase of the library of the American Numismatic Society (DONUM) 

 

Table 7 gives the cumulated number of entries for ‘books’, ‘papers’, and 

‘pamphlets’ at the end of each decade from 1790 to 2019, both for all the 

literature (column 2) as well as for the entries labelled ‘Greek’ only (column 

3). Column 4 indicates the percentage of the total taken by ‘Greek’ entries 

out of the total number. Column 5 reports for each decade the increase 

percentage taken by ‘Greek’ entries (column 3) compared with the total 

number (column 2). Table 10 illustrates the last two columns of Table 7. 

 

 

Graph 10 – Relative shares, in absolute numbers and in relative increase, 

of Greek numismatics (entry ‘Greek’) to compare with the total number 

of recorded literature by DONUM (1810-2018) 
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Publications on Greek coins have long taken an impressive and stable share 

of 22% of all numismatic literature. That situation was maintained through 

the whole 19th c. up until 1930. Even better: at the beginning of the 19th c., 

nearly 30% of all recent numismatic literature was devoted to Greek coin-

age! From 1930 onwards, development of other areas of research severely 

reduced that historical predominance. Studies on Greek coinage now count 

for some 7% of the new acquisitions and is still at c. 10% of the full holdings 

of the ans library. This of course does not mean that the second half of the 

20th c. was not characterized by a spectacular development in absolute 

terms for Greek coins as well, but it underlines the fact that even stronger 

developments were observed elsewhere. [17] 

Finally, and as an additional example of what could be achieved by donum, 

Table 8 and Graph 11 both investigate the chronological trends experienced 

by publications related to some Greek sub-fields such as ‘Sicily’, ‘Mace-

donia’, ‘Alexander the Great’, ‘Ptolemaic’, ‘Syracuse’, and ‘Corinth.’ Data 

are provided for every 20-year period from 1860 to 2019 (Table 8). 

 

Years Sicily Macedonia Alex. Great Ptolemaic Syracuse Corinth Total 

1860-79 11 7 5 - 6 1 30 

1880-99 25 4 10 1 7 5 52 

1900-19 45 8 8 6 20 9 96 

1920-39 40 19 19 4 22 20 124 

1940-59 50 27 25 10 23 15 150 

1960-79 147 42 52 18 29 37 325 

1980-99 212 178 125 33 90 62 700 

2000-19 178 125 87 77 43 18 528 

Total 708 410 331 149 240 167 2,005 

Table 8 – Entries for certain Greek themes by periods of 20 years: ‘Sicily’, 

‘Macedonia’, ‘Alexander the Great’, ‘Ptolemaic’, ‘Syracuse’, and ‘Corinth’ 

(1860-2019 – source: DONUM) 

 

Graph 11 gives the relative percentage of the total for each period and each 

sub-field. 

 
[17] This proportional decline is affected by the boom in American numismatic literature 

(see Graph 9). 
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Graph 11 – Relative percentages for certain Greek themes over 20-year periods: 

‘Sicily’, ‘Macedonia’, ‘Alexander the Great’, ‘Ptolemaic’, ‘Syracuse’, and ‘Corinth’ 

(1860-2019; source: DONUM) 

Despite the smallness of the samples got for the 19th c., some general trends 

appear. Publications about Alexander the Great remained stable, around 

18%. There is a decline of interest through time for Syracuse (passing from 

c. 20% to c. 10%) and Corinth (now below 5% to be compared with the peak 

at 26% for the years 1920-1939 [The Ravel years]). There is a recent and 

spectacular growth for the Ptolemies (passing from 5% to 15% due to the 

joints efforts of Cathy Lorber, Thomas Faucher, Julien Olivier, and others). 

Sicily and Macedonia are characterized by multidirectional trends which 

are curiously symmetrically inversed with a general trend of growth for 

Macedonia and decline for Sicily, still the largest subfield here considered, 

however. 

To be sure, none of these trends comes as a surprise for the specialist of 

Greek coinage but it is now possible to measure what was subjectively felt 

so far. The expected conclusion of this paper is that donum is a unique and 

powerful tool allowing many queries and bringing – without too many bia-

ses – a tremendous extra value for chronological investigations. The libra-

rians of the ans, past and present, should be warmly thanked for this great 

achievement. 
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MEETING OF THE INC COMMITTEE 

 

Meeting of the INC Committee, Berlin, March 11th-13th, 2018 

 

Present: Michael Alram (MA, president in the chair), Aleksander Bursche 

(AB), Maria Caccamo Caltabiano (MC, vice-president), François de Callataÿ 

(FdC, secretary), Andrew Meadows (AM), Pere Pau Ripollès (PPR, vice-

president), Cecilia von Heijne (CvH), Ute Wartenberg (UW), Bernhard Weis-

ser (BW, treasurer). 

 

1. Introduction by the president 

 

The president opens the meeting at 9:00. He thanks BW for his hospitality 

and expresses his satisfaction that everybody could make it. He reminds 

the passing away of Teodore V. Buttrey, honorary member of the INC and 

past member of the Council. He congratulates MC for the publishing of the 

Proceedings of the last INC Congress in Taormina. He stresses how the last 

Compte Rendu is an improvement to compare with preceding habits in 

terms of coherency, putting together reports, accounts and approval of the 

auditors for the same year together. The consequence is that our next meet-

ings should be scheduled a bit later to get on time the report of the auditors. 

For Warsaw, the logo has been chosen. 

 

2. Minutes of the Committee Meeting at Nieborów/Warsaw, June 25th-

27th, 2017 

 

The minutes of the Committee Meeting held in Nieborów/Warsaw, June 

25th-27th, 2017(see Compte Rendu 64, 2017, p. 66-69) are approved. 

 

3. and 4. Treasurer’s report: accounts for 2017 and budget for 2018 

 

BW presents the accounts for 2017 and the budget for 2018. One agrees to 

allocate € 2,500 to the website (UW) and € 2,500 to the Newsletter (CvH). 

On the other hand, the production cost of the Compte Rendu will be reduced 

from € 6,000 to € 4,000 (what it has costed for the last years). It is decided 

to devote € 25,000 for travel grants for the next INC Congress in Warsaw 

but to reduce the amount of each to € 500 instead of € 750 (i.e. maximum 

50 travel grants). The auditors having given a positive assessment, the ac-

counts 2017 and the budget 2018 are approved. 

 

5. Membership 

 

Two new members are elected: Erfurter Münzfreunde e.V. (Germany) and 

the Instituto de Investigación Numismática (Peru). Proposals are made to 

contact specific institutions in order to join our organization. A letter signed 

by the President will be joined to the next invoice informing about the 

automatic exclusion for those that are very late in their payments. 
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It is reminded that the INC membership affords several advantages: 1) to 

plainly participate, with voting right, to the INC Congress every six years, 

2) to receive the INC Compte Rendu every year, to be eligible for: 3) the yearly 

INC Travel Grants (€ 3,000 and € 1,000), 4) the yearly INC Conference 

Grant (3 × € 1,500), and 5) the INC young students Travel Grant for the INC 

Congress (dozens of grants each sexennial Congress). 

 

6. Publications of the INC 

 

a. INCNews (http://incnews.org/) 

Launched beginning of 2017 in replacement of the printed INC Newsletter, 

INCNews is still in its infancy. In terms of layout, a better coherency could 

be achieved with the Website. Several proposals are made to increase the 

efficiency: to give clear instructions to contributors. 

b. Compte Rendu (CR) 

The Compte Rendu 63/2016 has been distributed in September 2017 and the 

Compte Rendu 64/2017 is nearly completed. It will appear in September 2018 

as the new due time from last year onwards. The committee expresses his 

grateful thoughts to Jan Moens who graciously assumes all the editing tasks 

(while FdC is responsible for the scientific content). The ongoing discussion 

about the title, the cover and the content of the Compte Rendu is prolonged 

but with no decision to change for now. FdC is charged to prepare a tem-

plate asking members their advice about the Compte Rendu (e.g.: 1-Do you 

think the title of the Compte rendu has to be changed; if so, what title would 

seem the most suitable? 2-Do you think the actual sections should be kept 

as such? If not, which section do you propose to suppress, to create? 3-Any 

other suggestion). 

c. Social media 

The website is run by CvH who has integrated several improvements. Clear 

instructions are given for coming Travel Grants and Conference Grants and 

a sub-entry has been created for the last INC Congress at Taormina with, 

among others, a link to the newly published proceedings. Last year, the INC 

website has been consulted by 66,424 visitors (with an average of 4.1 pages 

per visitor) coming first from USA, Germany, Spain, Italy, Ukraine, France, 

India, UK, China, etc. The most downloaded PDF is the one devoted to 

“United States Laws Concerning the Trade in Cultural Property” by John M. 

Kleeberg. 

 

7. Grants 

7a. Travel grants 

Only one applicant, Christophe Lemercier, has submitted for the INC Travel 

Scholarship. It was decided to award € 1,000 for his PhD on “Le monnayage 

provincial romain de Stratonicée en Carie”. 
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7b. Conference grants 

Recently created in 2017, these Conference Grants are reserved for mem-

bers only and cannot exceed € 1,500. No less than seven applications have 

been received, out of which two have been discarded for administrative 

reasons. Considering the received applications, it is decided to give € 1,300 

to three demands: 1) “Troppo grandi per essere studiati?/Too big to study” 

(Università degli Studi di Trieste, 18th-19th May, 2018); 2) “Monetary and 

social aspects of Hellenistic Crete” (Università degli Studi di Salerno, 13th 

June, 2018), and 3) “Rapporti monetary tra Italia e Svizzera – l’età alto-

medioevale secc. VI-X” (Circolo Numismatico Ticinese, 29th Sept., 2018). 

An additional € 1,040 (the asked sum) is given to “Gender numismatics. 

Fluid identities and ancient coinage” (University of Tübingen, 29th-30th 

Nov., 2018). It is decided to distribute three grants next year. The deadline 

for the next allocation is set on April 1st, 2019. 

 

8. XVIth INC Congress in Warsaw 2021 

 

AB, president of the next INC Congress, reports about the preparations of 

the next INC Congress to be hosted on September 2021 (21st-24th) at the 

University of Warsaw. There is a preliminary agreement with Mazurka Tra-

vel Company, chosen as the external operator. The only language used in 

their communication will be English. The submitted provisional budget for 

planning fees is a bit lower than in Taormina but considered by some as 

still rather high. Fees for students should be less expensive than for mem-

bers, all the more since chances of sponsoring are here higher than for the 

preceding congress. There is a new director of the Polish Bank Museum and 

there is a possibility to organize a reception there as well as to receive some 

substantial funding. The competition for the logo has attracted no less than 

44 proposals. The winner is Mr. Aleksander Bąk, a well-known artist from 

Poznan, who expresses the will to keep independent from the Mazurka Tra-

vel Company even if his logo will be integrated in the general communica-

tion. AB asks for an independent banking account hosted by the University. 

It is agreed that € 5,000 will be transferred to that account. He presents 

the sketch of the Congress website, highly appreciated by the other mem-

bers of the INC committee, who ask to put the INC logo at the same size as 

the Congress logo. The website is supposed to be officially launched later 

(for Taormina, it was done one year before), once Anna Zapolska will be 

full-time employed to the congress. Related to the scientific content, one 

evokes the idea to create panels we would be pleased to see dealt with (e.g. 

digital age: big data; modernity of ancient coins; anthropological turn; cul-

tural identities; analyses, methodology; cultural property). It should be re-

minded to all participants that the INC is very sensitive to the question of 

provenance and that an INC Congress is not the place to publish evidence 

without sure provenance. 
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9. Survey of Numismatic Research 

 

As decided in the preceding yearly meeting, FdC and AB have prepared a 

list of topics and potential contributors for the next Survey of Numismatic 

Research (2014-2019). The committee passes through that list which is 

approved after some modifications and improvements. As in the past, it is 

decided to create a board of sub-editors, placed under the supervision of 

the general editors (MA, AB and Jarosław Bodzek), whose names are the 

following: 

- Peter van Alfen (Greeks) 

- Roger Bland (Romans) 

- Jérôme Jambu and Mateusz Bogucki (Medieval & Modern) 

- Tuukka Talvio (Medals) 

- Arianna d’Ottone and Dorota Malarczyk (Islamic) 

- Helen Wang (Asia) 

The sub-editors will be invited to the next yearly meeting to be held in 

Brussels with a special session devoted to the next Survey on May 28th 2019. 

One will insist on the fact that contributions for the Survey should be true 

bibliographic essays (i.e. articulated syntheses), and not a mere list of 

published titles grouped thematically. 

 

10. Other relevant business 

 

a) For patronage, it is decided to add: “Patronage is granted on a case-to-

case basis for long-term international enterprises with a clear scientific 

extra-value”. The numid project grouping ca. 30 university coin collections 

is presented by BW who announces that the official request for patronage 

by the INC will be sent by Prof. Dr. Johannes Wienand (Braunschweig). Major 

numismatic projects such as the Roman Provincial Coinage (rpc) or Medie-

val European Coinage (mec) should be encouraged to be patronized. The 

INC logo should be systematically used by the patronized enterprises.  

b) The committee seeks to promote numismatic participation in big non 

numismatic congresses. Several targets are identified (e.g. the International 

Association for Classical Archaeology, International Congresses for Medie-

val Studies, etc.). It turns out that AM is organizing a conference in Sep-

tember at New College (Oxford) to explain what numismatics is (with a 

paper to follow for the next Compte rendu). 

c) Now that the INC has a permanent seat in Winterthur, it would be appro-

priate to gather there all the archives of the organization. Carmen Arnold-

Biucchi has already promised to transfer all what she has. Unfortunately, 

Frédérique Duyrat, director of the coin cabinet of the Bibliothèque natio-

nale de France (BnF), has informed that the substantial archives in posses-

sion of Michel Amandry, past president of the INC, have been registered as 

BnF archives. 
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d) INC Congress 2027. MA reports about his actions to promote candidacies 

for the 2027 INC meeting and the absence so far of firm positive reply. Se-

veral additional places and colleagues are evoked. 

e) The new German Cultural Property Protection is presented and com-

mented by BW. Considering it difficult to make a statement about national 

legislation, the INC committee encourages him to write a paper for the next 

Compte Rendu. 

 

11. Date and place of the next Committee meeting 

 

At the invitation of François de Callataÿ, the next meeting of the INC Com-

mittee will be held in Brussels, on Monday 27th to Tuesday 28th of May 2019. 

Cecilia von Heijne already proposes to organize the 2020 meeting in Stock-

holm. 

 

12. Vote of thanks to hosts 

 

The members of the Committee expressed their warmest thanks to their 

hosts: Bernhard Weisser, director of the Berlin Coin Cabinet, and the Numis-

matische Gesellschaft zu Berlin, for their generous hospitality and perfect 

organization. 
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REPORTS 2018 

1. Projects under the patronage of the INC 

1a. Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum 

Andrew Meadows reports: 

The following volumes have been published or drawn to my attention since 

my last report. 

Bulgaria 

Draganov, D. (2017). Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum: Bulgaria. Ruse. Bobokov 

Brothers Collection: Thrace & Moesia Inferior. Part 2. Apollonia Pontica. 

Ruse: Bobokov Bros. Foundation. 

France 

Bakhoum, S. and Gerin, D. (2018). Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum: France 4. 

Bibliothèque nationale de France: Alexandrie 2, Hadrien - Antonin le Pieux - 

Nomes. Paris and Zurich: Bibliothe ̀que nationale de France and Numis-

matica Ars Classica. 

Poland 

Walczak, E. (2017) Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum, Poland 2. The National Mu-

seum in Warsaw, Part 2 - The Northern Black Sea Coast, Bosporan Rulers. 

Kraków: The Polish Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

Walczak, E. (2018) Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum, Poland 2. The National Mu-

seum in Warsaw, Part 3 - The Northern Black Sea Coast, Bosporan Rulers - 

Sarmatia. Kraków: The Polish Academy of Arts and Sciences. 

Bodzek, J. (2018). Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum: Poland 3. The National Mu-

seum in Cracow: Part 3. Thrace and Pontus. Kraków: The Polish Academy 

of Arts and Sciences. 

Russia 

Abramzon, M.G., Frolova, N.A., & Peter, U. (2019). Sylloge Nummorum Grae-

corum. Russland. Staatliches Historisches Museum Moskau. Band 1. Münzen 

des nördlichen Schwarzmeergebietes. Berlin: De Gruyter. 

Updated List of Volumes 

A full list of volumes known to me can be consulted at: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/119WFQUBqwAoy__hfjP199pYPEu

m6kUpd7BUr8Om-Gzc/edit?usp=sharing 

 

1c. Lexicon Iconographicum Numismaticae Classicae et Mediae Aetatis (LIN) 

Report of Maria Caccamo Caltabiano: 

The lack of funding has affected the maintenance of the past collaborations 

between the four Italian Universities (Milan, Genoa, Bologna and Messina). 

However a new impetus to the LIN research has come from the collabora-

tion between Prof. Mariangela Puglisi with a group of colleagues from 

Nomisma.org and the involvement of the University of Calabria in the LIN 
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Project through the initiative of Prof. Benedetto Carroccio, an original 

member of the LIN Project from its inception. 

Our Activities 

University of Messina: Prof. Maria Caccamo Caltabiano Director of the LIN 

Project. 

Profs Eligio Daniele Castrizio and Mariangela Puglisi, Classical and Medie-

val Numismatics. 

Publications, conferences and participations to Congresses: 

- Maria Caccamo Caltabiano, Image as word, in TYПOI. Greek and Roman 

Coins Seen Through Their Images. Noble Issuers, Humble Users, Proceedings of 

the International Conference organized by the Belgian and French Schools 

at Athens, 26-28/ix/2012, P.P. Iossif, Fr. de Callataÿ, R. Veymiers (Eds.), 

Liège (Série Histoire 3) 2018, p. 77-104. 

- Eadem, The historical and cultural horizon of the Mamertine coins, in “Lin-

guarum Varietas” 2018, p. 55-69. 

- Eadem, La persistenza dei simboli: l’elmo col cimiero dello statere di Temesa, 

in Koinonia. Studi di Storia Antica offerti a Giovanna De Sensi Sestito (a cura di 

M. Intrieri con la collaborazione di G. Squillace e A. Zumbo) (Historica 11), 

Roma 2018, p. 109-124. 

- Eadem, Conference 24/v/2018.: La moneta come fonte storica e il Lessico 

Iconografico monetale, Università della Calabria - Cosenza, Dipartimento di 

Studi Umanistici. 

- E. Daniele Castrizio 2018, Note di iconografia magno-greca, Pelorias 26 

(dicam-Messina) 2018, isbn 978-88-940218-1-3. 

- Mariangela Puglisi, Iconographic Choices in Roman Provincial Coinage of 

Kyme (Aeolis), in O. Teki̇n (ed.), R. Boyraz Seyhan (ass. ed.), Proceedings of 

the Second International Congress on the History of Money and Numismatics 

in the Mediterranean World (Antalya, 5-8 January 2017), Antalya 2018 (akmed 

/ Koç University Suna & İnan Kıraç Research Center for Mediterranean 

Civilizations), p. 305-326. isbn 978-605-2116-69-2  

- Eadem, Greek coinages of Sicily: war and typological choices, in TYПOI. Greek 

and Roman Coins Seen Through Their Images. Noble Issuers, Humble Users?, 

Proceedings of the International Conference organized by the Belgian and 

French Schools at Athens, 26-28/ix/2012, P.P. Iossif, Fr. de Callataÿ, R. 

Veymiers (Eds.), Liège 2018 (Série Histoire 3), p. 143-172. isbn 978-287-

5621-57-3. 

- Eadem, Conference: Alaisa/Halaisa / Halaesa. Attività della zecca e presenze 

monetali. Studi preliminari di numismatica alesina, in HALAESA ARCHONIDEA. 

Ricerche archeologiche e prospettive di valorizzazione, Incontro di Studio (Mes-

sina, 15-16 marzo 2019), Università degli Studi di Messina.  

- Eadem, Conference: The development of the iconography of Achilles on Greek 

and Roman Provincial coinages, in 2nd International Scientific Conference of 
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Farsala “Homeric Achilles: diachronic reflections in the art and literature”, Far-

sala, 7-9/ii/2019. 

- Eadem, Conference: 'Money tales' from ancient Sicily, ‘20th Annual Henry 

Grunthal Lecture’, New York, The New York Numismatic Club, 12/vii/2018. 

- Eadem, Conference: 'Guerra, armi ed eroi. Le monete siciliane testimoni di 

miti e storia, Messina, Salone degli Specchi, Palazzo dei Leoni, aede Sezione 

di Messina, 26/ii/2019. 

- Natalia Russo (Collaborator), Il vero volto del Sileno. Tra moneta e archeo-

logia, “Semata e Signa” 9, Roma 2018, isbn 978-88-94820-31-7. 

- Grazia Salamone (PhD Collaborator to the lin Project and D.I.A.N.A.) Res-

ponsible of http://IconArteblog.blogspot.it, also on Facebook and Twitter. 

- Eadem 2018, Fuori dalla nicchia! La moneta comunica, comunichiamo la mo-

neta, in Ingoglia C. (a cura di), Il patrimonio culturale di tutti, per tutti (Le vie 

maestre 7), Edipuglia, Bari, p. 139-155. 

- Eadem, Dissemination//promotion of numismatic activities with different 

targets :  

a) Design and editing of posts accompanied by images for the personal blog 

“Iconoarteblog”, (http://iconarteblog.blogspot.com) dedicated to the visual 

communication in Antiquity, and the accounts Facebook, Twitter and Insta-

gram di Iconarteblog. 

b) Educational workshops for children aged 7-10 at “Spaziolab8”, cowork-

ing in Barcellona Pozzo di Gotto (November 2018): 

- “The coin tells ... Gods, heroes and many companies!” 

- “The coin tells ... The archaeozoo!” 

The workshops developed in two moments: 1a) presentation with slides ppt 

of the Greek currency origins and evolution; 1b) function and significance 

of monetary iconography with a focus on Greek Sicily. 2) realization of a 

minibook containing a 'medal table' with printed reproductions of speci-

mens in original dimensions, accompanied by descriptions of some issues 

of Sicily (types of gods heroes, animals). [N.B. the photocopies of each coin 

have been cropped and glued front/ back to give an idea of the real docu-

ment] 

University of Calabria, Prof. Benedetto Carroccio: 

As a member of the International Numismatic Council and lin project the 

Department of Humanities of the University of Calabria has also esta-

blished the lilip, an “Interdisciplinary Laboratory on Iconographic Languages 

of the Past”. This initiative is co-ordinated by Benedetto Carroccio, a lin 

collaborator and INC representative. In addition to the numismatists of the 

University of Calabria are Professors Paolo Brocato (etruscologist and 

archaeologist), Giorgio Lo Feudo (semiotic and philosopher of languages), 

Mariarosaria Salerno and Attilio Vaccaro (both medieval historians and in 

the case of Vaccaro also a scholar of Byzantine icons). 
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The lilip will participate in lin activities promoting the dissemination of 

the scientific results at conferences and conventions, research development 

- especially with regards to complex cases - and verification, and “metho-

dological” dialogue. This dialogue will be conducted with archaeologists, 

historians, semiotics and anthropologists who study cases of crystallized 

images in significant symbolic meanings also present on non-monetary 

documents, and articulated as elements of “languages” similar to those 

found on coins and summarized in the phrase “Image as word”. 

The scholars of the Calabrian unit have focused their attention on the 

variety of river gods represented on the coins of Magna Graecia and Aeolian 

Kyme, and on the dissemination of the messages transmitted by ancient 

coins to a non-specialist public. 

Recent publications not mentioned in the previous Compte Rendu: 

- B. Carroccio, P. Apolito, Rizzari R., Spinelli M. 2017, Le monete, segno delle 

relazioni di Kyme: primi risultati di un progetto a più voci, in A. La Marca (Ed.), 

Studi su Kyme Eolica VI, Arcavacata (Ricerche 10) 2017, p. 257-298. 

- Idem, Mutevolezza e persistenza semantica e visiva del dio fluviale nelle 

monete antiche, in Incontrarsi con le monete. Stati, culture, popoli, studiosi nel 

“lago” Mediterraneo (forthcoming). 

- M. Spinelli (PhD Collaborator), La dea “regale” di Locri Epizefiri, in M. 

Caccamo Caltabiano et al. (Eds.) XV International Numismatic Congress Taor-

mina 2015 Proceedings, I, Roma-Messina 2017, p. 527-530. 

- Eadem, Le “teste velate”: influssi e contatti tra Locri, Sicilia, Egitto e Me-

diterraneo, Filologia Antica e Moderna xxviii, 45, 2018, p. 13-28. 

- Eadem, Influenze iconografiche nella monetazione bronzea locrese. Nuove pro-

poste cronologiche e interpretative, “Annali della Scuola Normale Superiore 

di Pisa, Classe di Lettere e Filosofia” (forthcoming). 

Confererences and scientific dissamination: 

- B. Carroccio, Acheloo non è ubiquo! Polisemanticità dei fiumi greci “monetati” 

tra epigrafi e immagine, Arcavacata 3.V. 2018, in Ciclo di seminari su “L’im-

magine e il testo: la rappresentazione dei luoghi, dello spazio e delle relazioni 

nelle fonti storiche greco-romane e bizantine”. 

- Idem, Il toro del dio e le monete del territorio sibarita, Sibari 14/iii/2019, 

“Giornata del paesaggio”.  

- Idem, Il messaggio propagandistico delle monete di Kyme Eolica, Convegno 

Internazionale “Città e monumenti della Turchia egea”, Catania 13/iv/2019. 

- Idem, Monete e storia: quando gli Afghani fecero i Greci, i Greci credettero in 

Budda e i Normanni lodarono Maometto, Reggio Calabria 16/iv/2019. 

1d. Sylloge Nummorum Sassanidorum (SNS) 

Rika Gyselen and Nikolaus Schindel report:  

Volume 4 of sns (Khusro I) is currently being finalized; the manuscript will 

be handed in to the Austrian Academy of Sciences publishing unit in the 
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course of 2019. After this, work on sns 5 (Ohrmazd IV) will be carried out. 

sns 6 (Khusro II) will be written by Susan Tyler-Smith; the material col-

lecting is already finished, the catalogue work has begun. Rika Gyselen 

continues to work on sns 7 (the last Sasanian kings/Arab-Sasanian issues), 

as well as on sns Syria. Another additional volume, SNS Tübingen, is al-

ready in an advanced state. 

1e. Sylloge Nummorum Parthicorum (SNP) 

Report of Vesta Sarkosh Curtis: 

The British Museum team, consisting of Vesta Sarkhosh Curtis, Alexandra 

Magub and Elizabeth Pendleton together with Chris Hopkins, the database 

manager in the usa, worked on completing Volume 2 of the Sylloge Num-

morum Parthicorum (snp). Once again funding from The Iran Heritage Foun-

dation in the UK (ihf) and The British Institute of Persian Studies (bips), 

along with the British Museum’s Publications Fund, enabled the team to 

finalise their studies on the coinage of Mithradates II, who ruled over the 

Parthian Empire between c. 122/121-91 bc. 

Alexandra Magub, formerly from the British Museum and now at the 

Victoria and Albert Museum, and Chris Hopkins travelled to Vienna in late 

September 2018 to discuss the practicalities of transferring the data to 

Vienna. The manuscript for Volume 2 was sent to the Austrian Academy in 

February 2019 and it is hoped that it will go to press later in the year.  

All participating institutions in the snp project have provided coins from 

their collections: in total 1,648 silver and bronze coins, plus 125 coins from 

the former David Sellwood collection. In addition, the authors have studied 

supplementary material from different sources, including the Numismati-

sche Zentralkartei (nzk) of the Institut für Numismatik und Geldgeschichte 

of the University of Vienna and Chris Hopkins’ database www.parthia.com, 

which enabled the study of a further 6,908 coins; so altogether 8,905 coins 

were examined, and 1,997 coins have been individually catalogued and 

illustrated in this publication. 

snp2 has mostly followed the model established by Fabrizio Sinisi in snp 7, 

which catalogued the coinage of Vologases I – Pacorus II. However, the coins 

of Mithradates II presented the authors of snp2 with different challenges, 

the greatest of which was the lack of dates and mint names on the coinage. 

This made it imperative to reconstruct a framework based on the icono-

graphy and the legends in order to be able to establish a typology.  

After a historical overview of Mithradates II’s reign based on examination 

of the available sources, primarily the accounts of classical authors of the 

Greek and Roman worlds and records preserved in Babylonian cuneiform 

tablets, the authors turn their attention to numismatic studies, which in-

clude establishing the chronology of the coinage in four phases, as well as 

discussions of the obverse and reverse iconography, legends, control marks, 

mints and metrology. The metrological analysis highlights important 
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changes to the weights of the silver and bronze denominations during 

Mithradates II’s thirty-year reign. In this numismatic section, the authors 

also establish a typology of both silver and bronze coinage, which is illus-

trated with more than 200 drawings of the coins. The findings are collated 

into a synchronogram that presents a full reconstruction of the coin pro-

duction. 

The final catalogue section presents 1,997 coin specimens from the partici-

pating institutions and the Sellwood collection, as well as important addi-

tions sourced from trade and other collections. The catalogue takes the form 

of facing plates with photographs of all the coins, together with the accom-

panying text on the opposite page. Each coin is provided with a technical 

description, along with any available find data, bibliographical information 

and die links. The catalogue is arranged according to the typology with the 

aim of creating a chronological and geographical reconstruction of the 

coinage of Mithradates II as accurately as possible.  

The results of this project will help to shape a small exhibition on the 

Parthians and their relationship to the Roman Empire in the west, due to 

open in March 2020 at the British Museum. A version of this exhibition will 

also go on display at the Kunsthistorisches Museum in Vienna in late spring 

2021. 

In September 2018 Michael Alram and Vesta Sarkhosh Curtis travelled to 

Tehran to discuss with the Director of the National Museum of Iran an 

exhibition of Parthian coins and objects in Tehran. This is now planned for 

late 2020/2021. 

Because of the serious illness of Fabrizio Sinisi, snp iv has been delayed and 

the manuscript is expected to be handed over to the Academy Press in 2019. 

 

2. Reports from affiliated bodies 

2b. Oriental Numismatic Society (ONS) 

Paramdip Khera reports:  

Council: 

Secretary General: Joe Cribb; Deputy Secretary General: Stan Goron; Secre-

tary;UK Section Secretary: Paramdip Khera; Treasurer: Ben Bream; Journal 

Editor; Publications Secretary: Karan Singh; Membership Secretary: Barbara 

Mears; European Section Secretary: Jan Lingen; American Section Secretary: 

Pankaj Tandon; South Asian Section Secretary: Mohit Kapoor; Pakistan 

Section Secretary: Shafqat Mirza; General Section Secretary: Paul Stevens; 

Ordinary council members: Shailendra Bhandare, Graham Byfield, David 

Hartill, Paul Stevens, Howard Simmons, Terry Hayes, Robert Bracey. 

Activities during 2018 

Two more issues of JONS nos 231–232 published and distributed. The issues 

are still behind schedule but will be back to schedule by the end of the year. 

We thank our new editor Karan Singh and our past editor Robert Bracey for 
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their work in producing the journals, and Barbara Mears for securing the 

funding to push forward more regular publication. 

Digitisation of the back copies of the journal is now complete. We will be 

announcing access to them later in the year. All back copies of the journal, 

apart from the last three years will be accessible on the Society’s website. 

Council is happy to announce the winner of its 2018 Ashoka Prize for the 

best article in JONS during the last year. We have awarded it to Mr Moham-

mad Sharif-ul Islam for his article Bankers’ role in the monetary system of the 

Bengal Sultanate – A focus on the Chittagong Region (JONS 229). Thanks to Mr 

Shatrugan Saravagi of Classical Numismatic Gallery. 

South Asia Section: Secretary: Mohit Kapoor. 68 members; 1 meeting du-

ring the year at Ahmedabad (April) and at Mumbai (September); North 

America Section: Secretary: Pankaj Tandon. 129 members; Annual meeting 

in New York in January; UK and Eire Section: New Regional Secretary: Pa-

ramdip Khera. 98 members; 2 meetings in London (November) and in Ox-

ford (May); Europe Section: Secretary: Jan Lingen. 226 members; Regular 

meetings were held in Tübingen (May) and Leiden (October), besides ONS 

promotion stands, with small exhibitions, were set-up at some of the major 

coin fairs in the Netherlands (2) and Belgium (1); Pakistan Section: Secre-

tary: Shafqat Mirza. 46 members; Annual Meeting in Islamabad in Decem-

ber; General Section: New Regional Secretary: Paul Stevens. 11 members; 

Worldwide membership now at c. 562 members. 

Facebook pages (General, South Asia and US subpages) active 

Website active http://orientalnumismaticsociety.org. 

2d. International Committee for Money and banking Museums (ICOMON) 

Efrosyni Nomikou reports: 

2018 Membership: 101 Individual members, 49 Institutional members. 

XXV Annual ICOMON Meeting 

Future-proofing numismatics in museums: issues of conservation and col-

lection management  

In memory of Mando Oeconomides, 3-6/x/2018, Athens, Greece 

The celebratory xxv Annual icomon Meeting was co-organised by icomon, 

the Numismatic Museum in Athens and icom Greece, under the auspices of 

H.E. the President of the Hellenic Republic, Mr Prokopios Pavlopoulos. It 

was dedicated to the memory of Mando Oeconomides, the Numismatic Mu-

suem’s Director of many years and icomon’s first Chair. More than 110 de-

legates from 28 countries attended the conference sessions, with 30 speak-

ers presenting over three days of proceedings. 

The Meeting commenced on the evening of Wednesday 3 October with an 

opening reception at the Numismatic Museum addressed by the Governor 

of the Bank of Greece, Prof. Yannis Stournaras, and the Deputy Minister of 
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Culture and Sports Mr. Konstantinos Stratis. Dr Ute Wartenberg-Kagan of 

the American Numismatic Society delivered the keynote, reflecting on the 

history, present and future of numismatic museums and the museum as an 

institution. 
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The second day of the Meeting was held in the auditorium of the Acropolis 

Museum. The sessions covered a wide range of topics, from curatorial acti-

vities and educational initiatives to collections management and develop-

ments on the digital front. Delegates also had a guided tour of the Acropolis 

Museum. 

Among the Meeting’s highlights was the presentation by Mr Manirul Hoque, 

Keeper of Coins of the National Museum of Bangladesh and recipient of the 

icom Young Member Travel Grant. Mr Hoque presented his museum’s coin 

collections abroad for the first time. The pragmatic difficulties of curating 

the museum collections in Bangladesh were a revelation for many among 

the conference audience. icomon Board received the most positive of feed-

backs from delegates about our choice to grant Mr. Hoque the opportunity 

to join this Meeting. 

The last day of the Meeting was hosted in the Archaeological Society at 

Athens. A minute’s silence was kept in memory of Vasso Penna, Byzantine 

numismatist, who passed away in 2018. The sessions were dedicated to 

conservation issues, bank museum practices, as well as the experiences of 

numismatic museum professionals. The day also included a visit and tour 

to the state-of-the-art Museum of the Bank of Greece. 

The Meeting delegates adopted a Resolution about the devastating destruc-

tion of the National Museum of Brazil. 

On Saturday 6 October, delegates visited the museum and site of the an-

cient silver mines in Lavrio and the Temple of Poseidon in Sounio. 

A selection of papers from the Meeting will be published as e-proceedings 

on the icomon website in 2019. 

The xxv icomon Meeting was kindly supported by the Hellenic Ministry of 

Culture and Sports, the Bank of Greece, and Alpha Bank. 

The xxvi icomon Meeting will be held in conjunction with the 25th icom 

Triennial Conference in Kyoto, Japan 1-7 September 2019. 
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ANNUAL ACCOUNTS OF THE INC 

 

Fiscal Year 1/i/2018 to 31/xii/2018 – Income and expenditure (in €) 

 

Income 
2019 2018 2017 

proposed actual actual 

Membership fees  18,650.00 18,278.49 17,891.84 

Membership fees, previous 

years 
2,000.00 4,895.96 6,003.00 

    

Total income [1] 20,650.00 23,174.45 23,894.84 

Expenditure    

Compte rendu 6,000.00 2,731.61 3,729.15 

Newsletter 3,000.00 - - 

Internet site 4,000.00 174.80 404.80 

Scholarships 4,000.00 1,000.00 6,000.00 

Conferences 5,000.00 4,940.00  

Taormina congress subsidy, 

part 2/2 (proceedings) 
- 15,000.00 - 

Warzawa travel grants 10,000.00 - - 

Warzawa congress subsidy 

4/6 (30.000/6.500 paid) 
18,500.00 5,000.00 1,500.00 

Travelling costs 3,000.00 564.00 284.55 

Meeting costs 700.00 - 684.63 

Banking costs 150.00 103.57 1.83 

Legal advice 1,500.00 - 1.014.99 

Total expenditure [2] 55,850.00 29,513.98 13,619.95 

Surplus / (Deficit) [1]-[2] (35,200.00) (6,339.53) 10,274.89 

 

Balance sheet  31/XII/2018 31/XII/2017 

Council funds Account 

PostFinance CH 
 54,723.99 61.063.52 

of which reserved for Compte Rendu 6,000.00 6,000.00 

Internet site and eNews  7,000.00 5,000.00 

scholarships 4,000.00 4,000.00 

conferences 5,000.00 5,000.00 

2021 congress 18,500.00 13,500.00 

grants for the 2021 congress 10,000.00 7,500.00 

publication proceedings Taormina - 15,000.00 

travelling costs 3,000.00 3,000.00 

of which unallocated reserve 1,223.99 2,063.52 

 

 

Bernhard Weisser, Treasurer 

Read and approved, The President 
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Auditor’s Report for INC 2018 Accounts 

 

We have examined the accounts for 2018 and find them to be correct. 

This is based on a complete copy of the INC’s monthly bank statements 

from PostFinance AG for all of 2018. This was accompanied by a member-

ship list with an indication of the position of fees paid as well as invoices 

for payments and committee members’ expenses. 

This allowed the summary accounts to be checked and we believe these to 

be complete and correct. The accounts are clear and efficiently kept. 

Income was wholly derived from membership fees which was slightly more 

than that for 2017. However, there was a further 4,895 euros for unpaid fees 

from previous years. This was more than double the figure anticipated in 

last year’s accounts and again shows that the reminders are successful. 

Expenditure at 29,513 euros was considerably up on 2017 but well within 

the sum allocated in last year’s accounts. The major outgoings were the 

subsidy for the Taormina 2015 Congress Proceedings of 15,000 euros and a 

further 5,000 euros towards the costs of the Warsaw 2021 Congress. The 

printing of the Compte Rendue was 2,731 euros, a pleasing reduction of 

1,000 euros on last year and half the amount allowed for. It is disappointing 

only one scholarship of 1,000 euros was awarded but five grants totalling 

5,000 euros were given for various congresses and this initiative is clearly 

successful and popular. Once more Council meeting costs were modest, 

consisting only of accommodation at 564 euros. We assume the travelling 

expenses were met by the relevant institutions and note appreciation of 

this. 

The estimates for 2019 include a further 18,500 euros towards the Warsaw 

Congress as well as 10,000 euros reserved for travel grants to be made in 

2021. Again, scholarships and conference grants will be offered. Prudently, 

generous allocations have been made for other anticipated expenditure and 

final costs should be well within budget. 

Currently the INC finances are in a healthy position, for which the Council 

and Treasurer are to be congratulated. 

 

 

 

Signed: 

Rahel Ackermann Donal Bateson 
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(elected September 20th, 2015 in / élu le 20 septembre 2015 à Taormina) 
 

 

 
President – Président 

HR Dr. Michael Alram 

Münzkabinett, Kunsthistorisches Museum 

 Burgring 5, a-1010 Wien (Österreich/Austria) 

 +43 1 525 24 4201 

e michael.alram@khm.at 

 

Vice-Presidents – Vice-présidents 

Prof. Maria Caccamo Caltabiano 

Cattedra di numismatica greca e romana, Facoltà di Lettere e Filosofia 

 Università degli Studi di Messina Polo Annunziata, i-98168 Messina 

(Italia/Italy) 

 +39 090 350 3397 

e maria.caltabiano@unime.it 

 
Prof. Pere Pau Ripollès 

Departament de Prehistòria, Arqueologia i Història Antiga 

 Universitat de València Blasco Ibáñez 28, e-46010 València (España/ 

Spain) 

 +34 96386 42 42 

e pere.p.ripolles@uv.es 

 
Secretary – Secrétaire 

Prof. François de Callataÿ 

Bibliothèque royale de Belgique – Koninklijke Bibliotheek van België 

 Blvd. de l’Empereur 4 – Keizerslaan 4, b-1000 Bruxelles (Belgique/ 

Belgium) 

 +32 2 519 56 03 

e callatay@kbr.be 

 



97 

 

Treasurer – Trésorier 

Prof. Dr. Bernhard Weisser 

Münzkabinett, Staatliche Museen zu Berlin 

 Geschwister-Scholl-Str. 6, d-10117 Berlin (Deutschland/Germany) 

 +49 30 266 42-5401 

e b.weisser@smb.spk-berlin.de 

 

Officers – Membres du bureau 

International Numismatic Congress Warsaw 2021 

Prof. Aleksander Bursche 

Institute of Archaeology, University of Warsaw 

 Krakowskie Przedmieście 26/28, pl-00-927 Warsaw (Polska/Poland) 

 +48 22 552 2827 

e abursche@yahoo.com 

 
Editors International Numismatic e-Newsletter INeN 

Dr. Ute Wartenberg Kagan 

The American Numismatic Society 

 75 Varick Street, Floor 11, New York, ny 10013 (usa) 

 +1 212 571 4470 ext. 110 

e uwk@numismatics.org 
 
Prof. Andrew Meadows 

University of Oxford 

 New College, Oxford, ox1 3bn (United Kingdom) 

e andrew.meadows@new.ox.ac.uk 

 

Editor Website INC 

Dr. Cecilia von Heijne 

The Royal Coin Cabinet, National Museum of Economy 

 P.O. Box 5428, se-114 84 Stockholm (Sverige/Sweden) 

 +46 8 519 553 29 

e cecilia.vonheijne@shm.se 

 

 
 
 
 

u http://www.inc-cin.org 
  



 

 

MEMBRES DU CONSEIL INTERNATIONAL DE 
NUMISMATIQUE – MEMBERS OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NUMISMATICS 

 

Au 31 décembre 2018 – On December 31, 2018 

 

MEMBRES INSTITUTIONNELS – INSTITUTION MEMBERS 

 
This list includes contact names, together with telephone and fax num-

bers and e-mails, of each institution member of the inc. Any additional 

information, updates or corrections should be sent to the Secretary of the 

inc (callatay@kbr.be) for inclusion in the next Compte rendu. 

Cette liste comprend la liste des institutions membres du cin ainsi que les 

noms de leurs responsables, leurs numéros de téléphone, de fax et de 

courrier électronique. Toute information complémentaire ou toute cor-

rection doivent être envoyées au Secrétaire du cin (callatay@kbr.be) qui 

les répercutera dans le Compte rendu suivant. 

AUSTRALIA – AUSTRALIE 

Australian Centre for Ancient 

Numismatic Studies 

Macquarie University, nsw 2109 

c Kenneth Sheedy 

+612 9850 8807

 +612 9850 8240 

e ken.sheedy@mq.edu.au 

u www.mq.edu.au/research/ 

centres_and_groups/acans/ 

Numismatic Association of Australia 

Inc. 

1/47 Oxford Close, West Leederville 

wa 6007 Australia 

c Prof. Walter R. Bloom 

e president@numismatics.org.au 

AUSTRIA – AUTRICHE 

Universalmuseum Joanneum, 

Münzkabinett 

Schloss Eggenberg, Eggenberger 

Allee 90, a-8020 Graz 

c Karl Peitler 

+43 1 316 8017 9513

 +43 1 316 8017 9530 

e muenzkabinett@museum-

joanneum.at 

u www.museum-

joanneum.at/de/muenzkabinett 

Kunsthistorisches Museum Wien, 

Münzkabinett 

Burgring 5, a-1010 Vienna 

c Michael Alram 

+43 1 52 524 4201

 +43 1 52 524 4299 

e michael.alram@khm.at 

u www.khm.at 

Institut für Numismatik und Geld-

geschichte, Universität Wien 

Franz-Klein-Gasse 1, a-1190 Vienna 

c Reinhard Wolters 

+43 1 4277 40704 

 +43 1 4277 9407 

e numismatik@univie.ac.at 
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Institut für Kulturgeschichte der 

Antike, Abt. Documenta Antiqua 

Österreichische Akademie der Wissen-

schaften, Hollandstrasse 11-13, 

a-1020 Vienna 

c Bernhard Woytek 

+43 1 515 81 3511 

e bernhard.woytek@oeaw.ac.at 

u www.oeaw.ac.at/numismatik 

Österreichische Numismatische 

Gesellschaft 

Burgring 5, a-1010 Vienna 

c Günther Dembski 

+43 1 525 24 4221 

 +43 1 525 24 4299 

e guenther.dembski@khm.at 

u www.oeng.at 

BALTIC COUNTRIES 

Association of Baltic Numismatists 

c/o National Museum of Lithuania, 

Arsenalo Str. 1, lt-01143 Vilnius 

c Dalia Grimalauskaite 

+370 5 212 02 50 

e numizmatika@lnm.lt 

BELGIUM – BELGIQUE 

Association Internationale des 

Numismates Professionnels (ainp) 

14 rue de la Bourse, b-1000 Bruxelles 

c J.-L. Van der Schueren 

+32 2 513 3400 

 +32 2 512 2528 

e iapnsecret@compuserve.com 

u www.iapn-coins.org (see Swit-

zerland) 

Cabinet des Médailles 

Bibliothèque Royale de Belgique, 

boulevard de l
,
Empereur 4, b-1000 

Bruxelles 

c Johan van Heesch 

+32 2 519 56 08

 +32 2 519 56 02 

e johan.vanheesch@kbr.be 

u www.kbr.be/collections/medailles/ 

medailles_fr.html (français) et 

 www.kbr.be/collections/medailles/

medailles_nl.html (néerlandais) 

Cercle d
,
Études Numismatiques 

Boulevard de l
,
Empereur 4, b-1000 

Bruxelles 
c Jean-Marc Doyen, 29 rue Fr. Rof-

fiaen, b-1050 Bruxelles 

+32 2 647 1916 

Société Royale de Numismatique de 

Belgique 

Cabinet des Médailles, Bibliothèque 

Royale, blvd. de l
,
Empereur 4, b-

1000 Bruxelles 

c Johan van Heesch 

+32 2 519 56 08 

 +32 2 519 56 02 

e johan.vanheesch@kbr.be 

u www.numisbel.be 

Banque Nationale de Belgique, 

Collection Numismatique 

Blvd. de Berlaimont 14, b-1000 

Bruxelles 

c Marianne Danneel 

+32 2 221 25 71

 +32 2 221 31 60 

e marianne.danneel@nbb.be 

Association de Numismatique 

professeur Marcel Hoc 

Collège Érasme, place Blaise Pascal 1, 

bte l3.03.11, b-1348 Louvain-la-Neuve 

c Ghislaine Moucharte 

+32 10 474882 

 +32 2 3455403 

e ghislaine.moucharte@ 

uclouvain.be 

u numismatica.fltr.ucl.ac.be 

Provinciaal Munt- en Penning-

kabinet 

Kielenstraat 15, b-3700 Tongeren 

c Guido Creemers 

+32 12 670 340 

 +32 12 670 333 

e gcreemers@limburg.be 
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CANADA – CANADA 

The Nickle Arts Museum 

The University of Calgary, 2500 

University Drive N.W., Calgary, 

Alberta t2n 1n4 

c Ann Davis 

+1 403 220 7234 

 +1 403 282 4742 

e nickle@ucalgary.ca 

u www.ucalgary.ca/nickle 

Bank of Canada, National Currency 

Collection 

234 Wellington Street, Ottawa 

k1a 0g9 

c Paul S. Berry 

+1 613 782 8188 

 +1 613 782 8655 

u www.bank-banque-canada.ca/ 

english/museum.htm 

CHINA - CHINE 

China Numismatic Museum 

No.17 Xijiaominxiang St., Western 

city district, Beijing 100031 

c Sun Yadi 

+86-10-66079868 

 +86-10-66071393 

e cnm20111@163.com 

Shanghai Museum 

Cultural Exchange Office 

2001 Ren Min Da Dao, 20003 

Shanghai 

c Wu You 

+86 21 6372 3500*617 

 + 86 21 6372 107 

e wuyou@shanghai-museum.org 

CROATIA – CROATIE 

Arheoloski Muzej 

Zrinsko-Frankopanska 25, hr-21000 

Split; director: Zrinka Buljević 

c Maja Bonačić Mandinić 

+38 5 21 329 340 

 +38 5 21 329 360 

e info@armus.hr 

u www.armus.hr 

CYPRUS – CHYPRE 

Bank of Cyprus Cultural Foundation, 

Museum of the History of Cypriot 

Coinage 

86-90 Phaneromenis Str., P.O. Box 

21995, 1515 Nicosia 

c Eleni Zapiti 

+357 22 128 157 

 +357 22 662 898 

e eleni.z@boccf.org 

CZECH REPUBLIC – RÉPUBLIQUE 

TCHÈQUE 

Česká Numismatická Solečnost 

Arménska 1372–10, cz-110 00 

Praha 10 

c Michal Masek 

– +420 2 71730775 

e ustredi@numismatici.cz – 

cns.cz@volny.cz 

Národní Muzeum, Numismatické 

oddělení 

Václavské náměstí 68, cz-115 79 

Praha 1 

c Luboš Polanský 

+420 224 497 283 

e lubos_polansky@nm.cz 

DENMARK – DANEMARK 

Kgl. Mønt-og Medaillesamling, 

Nationalmuseet 

Frederiksholms Kanal 12, dk-1220 

København K 

c Michael Andersen 

+45 41 20 61 10 

e michael.andersen@natmus.dk 

Dansk Numismatisk Forening 

Galionsvej 12, 2. th., dk-1437 

København K 

c Preben Nielsen 

+45 20 20 78 16 

e formand@numismatik.dk 

u www.numismatik.dk  
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FINLAND – FINLANDE 

Coin Cabinet, National Museum of 

Finland 

P.O. Box 913, fi-00101 Helsinki 

c Frida Ehrnsten 

+358 295 336398 

e frida.ehrnsten@nba.fi 

u www.nba.fi/en/collections_ 

coin_cabinet 

Finnish Numismatic Society 

Mechelininkatu 15 b 47, fi-00100 

Helsinki 

c Petteri Järvi 

+358 503 747 868 

e petteri.jarvi@turku.fi 

u www.snynumis.fi 

Suomen Numismaatikkoliitto – 

Association of Finnish Numismatic 

Societies 

PO Box 36, fi-33541 Tampere 

c Petri Virolainen 

+358 3 3631 480 

 +358 3 3631 480 

u www.numismaatikkoliitto.fi 

FRANCE – FRANCE 

Groupe Numismatique du Comtat 

et de Provence 

Maison iv de Chiffre, 68 avenue 

Saint-Jean, F-84000 Avignon 

c Jean-Albert Chevillon 

 +33 06 72 01 83 03 

e gncp@orange.fr 

 gncp-avignon.blogspot.fr 

Fédération Française des Associa-

tions Numismatiques (ffan) 

Bp 5, f-37160 Descartes 

c Jacques Laurent 

 +33 2 47 92 40 65 

e laurent@journaux-collection.com 

u www.amisdufranc.org 

 

 

Musée des Beaux-Arts de Lyon 

20 place des Terreaux, f-69001 Lyon 

c François Planet 

+33 4 72 10 17 40

 +33 4 78 28 12 45 

e francois.planet@mairie-lyon.fr 

u www.mba-lyon.fr/mba/ 

HISOMA (Histoire et Sources des 

Mondes antiques) - umr 5189 / 

Numismatique 

Maison de l’Orient et de la Médi-

terranée (mom) 

7, rue Raulin, f-69365 Lyon Cedex 07 

c Sylviane Estiot 

 +33 09 63 27 41 19 

e sylviane.estiot@mom.fr 

Cabinet des Médailles, Archives 

Municipales 

10 rue Clovis-Hugues, f-13003 

Marseille 

c Joëlle Bouvry 

+33 4 91 55 33 71

 +33 4 91 55 23 38 

e jbouvry@mairie-marseille.fr 

u www.documentation-provence. 

org/orgs/83.htm 

Musée Dobrée 

18 rue Voltaire, Bp 40415, f-44004 

Nantes 

c Gildas Salaün 

+33 2 40 71 03 50 

 +33 2 40 73 29 40 

e gildas.salaun@loire-atlantique.fr 

u www.loire-atlantique.fr/jcms/ 

cg_7520/musee/dobree 

Société de Numismatique Asiatique 

86 quai de la Fosse, f-44100 Nantes 

c François Joyaux 

+33 2 43 04 13 62 

e numis.asia@orange.fr 

u https://sites.google.com/site/ 

societedenumismatiqueasiatique/

home 
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IRAMAT Centre Ernest-Babelon 

3d rue de la Férollerie, f-45071 

Orléans Cedex 2 

c Bernard Gratuze 

+33 2 38 25 52 49 

 +33 2 38 25 76 88 

e gratuze@cnrs-orleans.fr 

Les Amis de l
,
Euro (AD€) 

100, rue de Lille, f-59200 Tourcoing 

c Marc Thullier 

  +33 6 10 87 97 30 

+33 1 75 43 49 41 

 +33 1 75 43 49 42 

e president@amisdeleuro.org 

u www.amisdeleuro.org 

Direction des Monnaies et Médailles 

11 quai Conti, f-75006 Paris 

c Jean-Luc Desnier 

+33 1 40 46 55 25 

 +33 1 40 46 57 09 

e jean-luc.desnier@monnaie 

deparis.fr 

u www.monnaiedeparis.fr 

Département des Monnaies, mé-

dailles et antiques de la Bibliothèque 

nationale de France 

58 rue de Richelieu, f-75084 Paris 

Cedex 02 

c Frédérique Duyrat 

+33 1 53 79 83 40

 +33 1 53 79 89 47 

e frederique.duyrat@bnf.fr 

u www.bnf.fr/fr/la_bnf/dpt_mma 

Société Française de Numismatique 

Bibliothèque nationale de France, 

58 rue de Richelieu, f-75084 Paris 

Cedex 02 

c Le Secrétaire 

+33 1 53 79 86 26

 +33 1 53 79 86 28 

u www.sfnum.asso.fr 

 

 

Musée Numismatique J. Puig 

42 av. de Grande-Bretagne, f-66000 

Perpignan 

c Sabine Castellvi 

+33 4 68 62 37 61 

 +33 4 68 34 76 55 

e musee-puig@mairie-perpignan. 

com 

u www.mairie-perpignan.fr/index. 

php?np=1076 

Musée Saint-Raymond 

Musée des Antiques de Toulouse, 

1ter place Saint-Sernin, f-31000 

Toulouse 

c Pascal Capus 

+33 5 61 22 21 85 

 +33 5 61 22 31 25 

e pascal.capus@mairie-toulouse.fr 

u www.saintraymond.toulouse.fr 

GERMANY – ALLEMAGNE 

Münzkabinett der Staatlichen Museen 

Preussischer Kulturbesitz, Geschwister-

Scholl-Strasse 6, d-10117 Berlin 

c Bernhard Weisser 

+49 30 266 42 5401

 +49 30 266 42 5402 

e mk@smb.spk-berlin.de 

u www.smb.museum/ikmk 

Griechisches Münzwerk 

Berlin-Brandenburgische Akademie 

der Wissenschaften, Jägerstrasse 

22-23, d-10117 Berlin 

c Ulrike Peter 

+49 30 20370501

 +49 30 20370376 

e peter@bbaw.de 

Staatliche Kunstsammlungen 

Dresden, Münzkabinett 

Residenzschloss, Taschenberg 2, 

d-01067 Dresden 

c Rainer Grund 

+49 351 4914 3230

 +49 351 4914 3233 

e rainer.grund@skd.museum 

u www.skd.museum 
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Erfurter Münzfreunde e.V. 

Teichgasse 28, D-99099 Erfurt 

c Dr. Hans-Jürgen Ulonska 

+49 361 41 43 24 

e ErfurterMuenzfreunde@gmx.de 

Institut für Archäologische Wissen-

schaften, Abt. II: Archäologie und 

Geschichte der römischen Provinzen 

sowie Hilfswissenschaften der 

Altertumskunde 

Grüneburgplatz 1 – Fach 136, 

d-60629 Frankfurt am Main 

c Fleur Kemmers 

+49 69 798 32267 (Sekretariat)

 +49 69 798 32268 

e kemmers@em.uni-frankfurt.de 

Geldmuseum der Deutschen 

Bundesbank 

Wilhelm-Epstein-Strasse 14, 

d-60431 Frankfurt am Main 

c Hendrik Maekeler 

+49 69 9566 6164

 +49 69 9566 50 6164 

e hendrik.maekeler@bundesbank.de 

u www.geldmuseum.de 

Verband der Deutschen Münzen-

händler 

c/o Dr. Busso Peus Nachf., Bornwie-

senweg 34, d-60322 Frankfurt 

c Christoph Raab 

+49 69 95 96 62-21 

 +49 69 55 59 95 

e info@peus-muenzen.de 

Historische Museen Hamburg - Mu-

seum für Hamburgische Geschichte 

Holstenwall 24, d-20355 Hamburg 

c Ralf Wiechmann 

+49 40 428132-2363 

 +49 40 428132-3103 

e Ralf.Wiechmann@ 

Hamburgmuseum.de 

u www.hamburgmuseum.de 

 

 

Museen für Kulturgeschichte der 

Stadt Hannover - Museum August 

Kestner, Sammlung Münzen und 

Medaillen 

Trammplatz 3, d-30159 Hannover 

c Simone Vogt 

+49 511 168 42120

 +49 511 168 46530 

e museum-August-Kestner@ 

hannoverstadt.de 

u www.museum-august-kestner.de 

Deutsche Numismatische Gesellschaft 

Verband der Deutschen Münzvereine e.V. 

St. Gallus-Str. 11, 67063 Ludwigshafen 

c Dr. Barbara Simon 

+49 621 69 92 71 

e IBsimon@]t-online.de 

u www.numismatische-

gesellschaft.de 

Numismatische Kommission der 

Länder in der Bundesrepublik 

Deutschland 

Staatliche Münzsammlung München 

Residenzstrasse 1, d-80333 München 

c Dietrich O. A. Klose 

+49 89 22 72 21 

 +49 89 29 98 59 

e info@staatliche-

muenzsammlung.de 

u www.staatliche-

muenzsammlung.de 

Badisches Landesmuseum, Münz-

kabinett 

Schlossbezirk 10, d-76131 Karlsruhe 1 

c Oliver Sänger 

+49 721 92 6515

 +49 721 92 6537 

e oliver.saenger@landesmuseum.de 

u www.landesmuseum.de 

Bayerische Numismatische Gesell-

schaft e. V. 

Residenzstrasse 1 (c/o Staatliche 

Münzsammlung), d-80333 München 

c Kristian Nicol Worbs 

+49 8022 705 826

 +49 8022 705 849 

e n.worbs@bngev.de 
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Kommission für Alte Geschichte und 

Epigraphik des Deutschen 

Archäologischen Instituts 

Amalienstrasse 73b, d-80799 

München 

c Johannes Nollé 

+49 89 28 67 67-73 or 60 

 +49 89 28 67 67-80 

e nolle@aek.dainst.de 

u www.dainst.org/mitarbeiter 

Staatliche Münzsammlung München 

Residenzstrasse 1, d-80333 München 

c Dietrich O.A. Klose 

+49 89 22 72 21

 +49 89 29 98 59 

e info@staatliche-

muenzsammlung.de 

u www.staatliche-

muenzsammlung.de 

LWL-Museum für Kunst und Kultur 

Westfälisches Landesmuseum, 

Münzkabinett 

Domplatz 10, d-48143 Münster 

c Stefan Kötz 

+49 251 5907258

 +49 251 5907210 

e Stefan.Koetz@lwl.org 

Germanisches Nationalmuseum, 

Münzkabinett 

Kornmarkt 1, d-90402 Nürnberg 

c Matthias Nuding 

+49 911 1331251

 +49 911 1331200 

e archive@gnm.de 

u www.gnm.de 

GREECE – GRÈCE 

Alpha Bank, Numismatic Collection 

Stadiou 40, gr-102 52 Athens 

c Dimitra Tsangari 

+30 210 3262 460/1

 +30 210 3262 462 

e numismatic@alpha.gr 

u www.alphanumismatics.gr 

 

KIKPE (Welfare Foundation for 

Social & Cultural Affairs) 

Neophytou Douka 12, gr-106 74 

Athens 

c Vasiliki Penna 

+30 210 729 93 66 

e vpenna@kikpe.gr 

Numismatic Museum 

Iliou Melathron, Panepistimiou 12, 

gr-106 71 Athens 

c George Kakavas 

+30 210 364 3774

 +30 210 363 5953 

e nma@otenet.gr 

u www.nma.gr 

Institute of Historical Research 

The National Hellenic Research 

Foundation (KeRA) 48, Vassileos 

Constantinou avenue, gr-116 35 

Athens 

c Sophia Kremydi 

+30 210 727 36 86 

+30 210 727 36 78

 +30 210 723 41 45 

Cast Museum of the Aristotle 

University 

Department of Archaeology, Faculty 

of Philosophy, gr-541 24 Thessaloniki 

c Theodosia Stefanidou-Tiveriou 

+30 2310 997264 

 +30 2310 997775 

e valeria@hist.auth.gr 

u castmuseum.web.auth.gr 

HUNGARY – HONGRIE 

Magyar Numizmatikai Társulat, 

Société Numismatique Hongroise 

Csepreghy u. 4. Fasz. 2, h-1085 

Budapest viii 

c Melinda J. Torbágyi 

+36 1 3270 704 

e mnt@numizmatika.org 

u www.numizmatika.org 
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Musée National de Hongrie, Cabinet 

des Monnaies et Médailles 

Múzeum Körút 14-16, Postsbok 364, 

h-1088 Budapest viii 

c Melinda J. Torbágyi 

+36 1 3277 777 

e torbagyi.melinda@hnm.hu 

u www.hnm.hu 

ISRAEL – ISRAEL 

Israel Numismatic Society 

The Israel Museum, P.O. Box 71117, 

Jerusalem 91710, Israel 

c Haim Gitler 

+972 267 08831

 +972 267 08906 

e gitler@imj.org.il 

u www.ins.org.il 

ITALY – ITALIE 

Università della Calabria, Diparti-

mento di Scienze Umanistiche, 

Cattedra di Numismatica 

Ponte Pietro Bucci, cubo 28–d, 

i-87037 Arcavacata di Rende cs 

c Benedetto Carroccio 

+39 0984 49 4472

 +39 0984 49 4411 

e bencarroccio@iol.it 

Università degli Studi di Bologna, 

Dipartimento di Storia Culture 

Civiltà, Cattedra di Numismatica 

Via Zamboni 38, i-40126 Bologna 

c Anna Lina Morelli 

+39 051 2098761

 +39 051 222706 

e a.morelli@unibo.it 

u www.numismatica.unibo.it 

Museo Civico Archeologico 

Via Musei 8, i-41024 Bologna 

c Paola Giovetti 

+39 051 233849

 +39 051 266516 

e paola.giovetti@comune.bologna.it 

u www.comune.bologna.it/ 

museoarcheologico/ 

Università degli studi di Salerno, 

Dipartimento di Scienze del Patri-

monio Culturale 

Via Ponte don Melillo, i-84084 

Fisciano (sa) 

c Renata Cantilena 

+39 089 962 113/962 136 

 +39 089 964 399 

e rcantilena@unisa.it 

Circolo Numismatico Ligure ‘Corrado 

Astengo’ 

c/o Società Ligure di Storia Patria, 

Palazzo Ducale, Piazza Matteotti 5, 

I-16123 Genova 

c Giuseppe Figari 
+39 010 311339 

e coimi@libero.it 

dafist 

Università di Genova, 2, via Balbi, 

i-16126 Genova 

c Fabio Negrino 

+39 010 209 51803 

e fabio.negrino@unige.it 

Cattedra di Numismatica greca e 

romana, Dipartimento di Civiltà 

Antiche e Moderne, Università degli 

Studi di Messina 

Polo dell
,
Annunziata, i-98168 

Messina 

c Maria Caccamo Caltabiano 

+39 090 3503397

e maria.caltabiano@unime.it 

Dipartimento di Storia, archeologia e 

storia dell
,
arte 

Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, 

Largo A Gemelli 1, i-20123 Milano 

c Claudia Perassi 

+39 02 72342530

 +39 02 72343908 

e claudia.perassi@unicatt.it 

Università degli Studi di Milano, 

Dipartimento di Studi Storici, 

Cattedra di Numismatica medievale 

e moderna 
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Via Festa del Perdono 7, i-20122 

Milano 

c Lucia Travaini 

+39 02 50 31 29 02 

 +39 02 50312904 

e lucia.travaini@unimi.it – 

travaini.lucia@gmail.com 

u www.luciatravaini.it 

Università degli studi di Milano, 

Dipartimento di scienze dell
,
anti-

chità, Cattedra di numismatica 

antica 

Via Festa del Perdono 7, i-20122 

Milano 

c Adriano Savio 

+39 02 50 31 29 41 

 +39 02 50 31 25 92 

e adriano.savio@unimi.it 

Società Numismatica Italiana 

Via Orti 3, i-20122 Milano 

c Gian Angelo Sozzi 

/ +39 02 9439 1024 

e segreteria@socnumit.org 

u www.socnumit.org 

Veneranda Biblioteca Ambrosiana, 

Gabinetto Numismatico 

Piazza Pio xi, 2, i-20123 Milan 

c Giancarlo Alteri 

+39 02 806 921 

e alteri@vatlib.it 

u www.ambrosiana.eu 

Centro Internazionale di Studi 

Numismatici 

Villa Livia, Parco Grifeo 13, i-80121 

Napoli 

c Marina Talierci0 

+39 081 681112 

e talierci@unina.it – 

cisnum@libero.it 

u www.storia.unina.it/centri/ 

numismati.html 

Museo Bottacin 

Palazzo Zuckermann, Corso Garibaldi 

33, i-35123 Padova 

c Valeria Vettorato 

+39 049 876 6959 

 +39 049 877 4671 

e museo.bottacin@comune.padova.it 

Museo Archeologico Regionale 

‘Antonino Salinas’ 

24, Piazza Olivella, i-90100 Palermo 

c Lucina Gandolfo 

+39 091 6116 806/807 

 +39 091 6110 740 

e museo.arche.pa.uo2@regione. 

sicilia.it 

u www.regione.sicilia.it/ 

beniculturali/salinas 

Istituto Italiano di Numismatica 

Palazzo Barberini, Via Quattro 

Fontane 13, i-00184 Roma 

c Sara Sorda 

/ +39 06 4743603 

e istituto@istitutoitaliano 

numismatica.it 

u www.istitutoitaliano 

numismatica.it/storia.asp 

Università di Roma – Sapienza 

Istituto Italiano di Studi Orientali - 

Islamic Numismatics 

Circonvallazione Tiburtina 4, 

i-00185 Roma 

c Arianna d’Ottone 

+39 348 516 2093 

e Arianna.dottone@uniroma1.it 

Museo Archeologico Regionale 

‘Paolo Orsi’, Medagliere 

Viale Teocrito, 66, i-96100 Siracusa 

c Gioconda Lamagna 

+39 0931 489509 

 +39 0931 489532 

e gioconda.lamagna@regione.sicilia.it 

University of Trieste – Department 

of Numismatics 

Via del Lazzaretto Vecchio, 6, i-34121 

Trieste 

c Bruno Callegher 

+39 040 558 2856 

e bcallegher@units.it 
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Museo di Castelvecchio 

Corso Castelvecchio 2, i-37121 Verona 

c Paola Marini 

+39 045 8062611 

 +39 045 8010729 

e castelvecchio@Comune.Verona.it 

u www.comune.verona.it/ 

castelvecchio/ cvsito 

LUXEMBOURG – LUXEMBOURG 

Cabinet des Médailles, Musée 

National d
,
Histoire et d

,
Art 

Marché-aux-Poissons, l-2345 

Luxembourg 

c François Reinert 

+352 47 93 30 217 

 +352 47 93 30 271 

e francois.reinert@mnha.etat.lu 

THE NETHERLANDS – PAYS-BAS 

Central Bank of The Netherlands, 

National Numismatic Collection 

P.O. Box 98, nl-1000 ab Amsterdam 

c Paul Beliën 

+31 20 524 9111 

e info.nnc@dnb.nl 

Koninklijk Nederlands Genootschap 

voor Munt- en Penningkunde 

Paul Gabrielstraat 109, nl-2596 vc 

Den Haag 

c Ernst Wilschut 

+41 44 780 60 37 

e info@koninklijkgenootschap.nl 

Teylers Museum 

Spaarne 16, nl-2011 ch Haarlem 

c Marjan Scharloo 

+31 23 5319010 

 +31 23 5342004 

e mscharloo@teylersmuseum.nl 

NORWAY – NORVÈGE 

Kulturhistorisk museum, Universi-

tetet i Oslo Numismatisk Bibliotek 

Box 6762 St Olavs Plass, n-0130 Oslo 

Contacts: Svein Harald Gullbekk 

(Viking age and medieval coins, 

orders, banknotes and Norwegian 

monetary history) 

+47 22 85 99 46 

 +47 22 85 97 69 

e s.h.gullbekk@khm.uio.no 

Håkon Roland 

(Greek, Roman and Byzantine coins, 

oriental coins, medals, modern 

Norwegian monetary history) 

+47 22 85 99 48 

 +47 22 85 97 69 

e hakon.roland@khm.uio.no 

Collection manager, Anette Sættem 

(responsible for managing the 

numismatic collection and the 

collection of classical antiquities) 

+47 22 85 99 43 

 +47 22 85 97 69 

e anette.sattem@khm.uio.no 

u www.khm.uio.no 

NTNU Vitenskapsmuseet (NTNU 

University Museum) – Section for 

Archaeology and Cultural History 

Erling Skakkes gate 47, n-7491 

Trondheim 

c Birgitte Skar (Head of Department) 
+47 73 59 21 70 

 +47 73 59 22 38 
e post@vm.ntnu.no 

 arkeologi@vm.ntnu.no 

PERU – PÉROU 

Instituto de Investigación Numis-

mática 

132 El Pedregal, Lima 33 

c Eduardo Carlos Dargent Chamot 

e dargenteduardoc@gmail.com 

POLAND – POLOGNE 

Komitet Nauk Historycznych, 

Komisja Numizmatyczna 

Al. Solidarności 105, pl 00-140 

Warsaw 

c Borys Paszkiewicz 

+48 22 620 28 81 

 +48 22 624 01 00 
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National Museum Kraków, 

Numismatic Cabinet 

Ul. J. pilsudskiego 12, pl 31-109 

Kraków 

c Jaroslaw Bodzek 

+48 12 292 64 40 

e bodzek@02.pl 

National Museum Warsaw Depart-

ment of Coins and Medals 

Al. Jerozolimskie 3, pl 00-495 

Warsaw 

c Andrzej Romanowski 

+48 22 621 10 31 ext. 252, 347 

 +48 22 622 85 59 

e aromanowski@mnw.art.pl 

Polskie Towarzystwo Numiz-

matyczne – Polish Numismatic 

Society 

Ul. Jezuicka 6, pl 00-281 Warsaw 

c Barbara Solarewicz 

/ +48 22 831 39 28 

e ptn@ptn.pl 

u www.ptn.pl 

University of Warsaw, Institute of 

Archaeology 

Szkola Glówna, ul. Krakowskie 

przedmieście 26/28, pl 00-927 

Warsaw 

c Aleksander Bursche 

+48 22 5522827 

 +48 225522801 

e abursche@yahoo.com 

ROMANIA – ROUMANIE 

National History Museum of 

Romania 

12 Victoriei Road, Sector 3, 

ro-010082 Bucharest 

c Martin Tudor 

+40 21 315 82 07 

 +40 21 311 33 56 

e direct@mnir.ro 

u www.mnir.ro 

 

Institut d’Archéologie „Vasile 

Parvan“, Cabinet des Médailles 

11 Rue Henri Coandă, ro-010667 

Bucharest 

c Aurel Vîlcu 

+40 212 88 62 

 +40 212 88 62 

e iab_vparvan@yahoo.com 

Societatea Numismatica Română 

Biblioteca Academiei Romane, 

Cabinetul numismatic, Popa Tatu Str. 

20, sector 1, ro-010805 Bucharest 

c Emanuel Petac 

+40 723 241303 

e viorel.petac@gmail.com 

RUSSIA – RUSSIE 

The State Historical Museum, 

Dept. of Numismatics 

Red Square 1, ru-109012 Moscow 

c Alexander Shkourko (Director) 

+7495 292 2269 

 +7495 692 2269 

 +7495 925 9527 

Igor Shiryakov (Keeper of 

Numismatic Department) 

+74 95 692 2873 

 +74 95 921 5316 

State Pushkin Museum of Fine Arts 

12 Volkhonka st., ru-119019 Moscow 

c Nataliya Smirnova 

+74 95 203 7414 

 +74 95 203 4674 

e smirnovanataliya@mail.ru 

u www.museum.ru/gmii 

International Numismatic Club 

24, Bolshoy Afanasievskiy, ru-119019 

Moscow 

c Alexandra Mityaeva 

+7495 637 9493 

 +7495 637 9401 

e A.Mityaeva@coinmuseum.ru 
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The State Hermitage Museum 

St. Petersburg, Dvortsovaya Nab, 34, 

ru-190000 St. Petersburg 

c Konstantin V. Kravtsov 

/ +7812 710 90 06 

e konstantin-kra@hermitage.ru; 

kriss2004@yandex.ru 

SLOVENIA – SLOVÉNIE 

Narodni Muzej Slovenije, Numis-

matični kabinet 

Prešernova 20, si-1000 Ljubljana 

c Andrej Šemrov 

+386 1 241 44 37 

e andrej.semrov@nms.si 

u www.narmuz-lj.si/english/ 

12_departments/coin_cabinet/ 

coin_cabinet.html 

SPAIN – ESPAGNE 

Asociación Numismática Española 

Diputació 297, 3o 1a, e-08009 

Barcelona 

c Josep Pellicer 

+34 93 318 8245 

 +34 93 318 9062 

e ane@numisane.org 

u www.ane.org.es 

Gabinet Numismàtic de Catalunya 

Museu Nacional d
,
Art de Catalunya, 

Palau Nacional, Parc de Montjuïc, 

e-08038 Barcelona 

c Albert Estrada 

+34 93 622 0360 

 +34 93 622 0374 

e albert.estrada@mnac.cat 

u www.mnac.cat 

Societat Catalana d
,
Estudis Numis-

màtics 

Carrer del Carme 47, e-08001 

Barcelona 

c Xavier Sanahuja 

+34 3 457 3876 

 +34 3 457 9277 

e scen@iec.cat 

Fundación para el Fomento de los 

Estudios Numismáticos fonumis 

c/ Orfila 18, e-28010 Madrid 

c J. Cayón 

+34 91 522 8030 

 +34 91 523 3585 

e juan@cayon.com 

Departamento de Numismática y 

Medallistica, Museo Arqueológico 

Nacional 

c/ Serrano 13, e-28001 Madrid 

c Paloma Otero 

+34 91 577 7912-224 

 +34 91 431 6840 

e paloma.otero@mcu.es 

u man.mcu.es 

Museo Casa de la Moneda 

F.N.M.T., M.C.M. Jorge Juan 106, 

e-28009 Madrid 

c Rafael Feria 

+34 91 566 6533 

 +34 91 566 6809 

e rafael.feria@fnmt.es 

u www.museocasadelamoneda.org 

Sociedad Iberoamericana de Estudios 

Numismáticos (siaen) 

c/ Jorge Juan 106, e-28009 Madrid 

c Julio Torres 

+34 91 566 6536 

 +34 91 566 6809 

e museo@fnmt.es 

Departamento de Arqueologia e 

Historia Medieval, Facultad de 

Filosofia y Letras 

Campus Universitario de Teatinos, 

e-29071 Málaga 

c Bartolomé Mora-Serrano 

+34 95 213 1739 

 +34 95 213 2139 

e barmora@uma.es 

Departament de Prehistòria, Arqueo-

logia i Història Antiga, Universitat 

de València, Facultat de Història i 

Geografia 
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Avda Blasco Ibáñez, no. 28, e-46010 

València 

c Pere Pau Ripollès 

+34 96 386 4124 

 +34 96 398 3887 

e pere.p.Ripolles@uv.es 

u www.uv.es–ripolles  

Museu de Prehistòria de València 

Corona 36, e-46003 València 

c María Jesús de Pedro-Michó 

+34 963 883 587 

 +34 963 883 536 

e sip@dival.es 

SWEDEN – SUÈDE 

Rut och Bengt Holméns stiftelse för 

numismatik 

Eklandagatan 12, se-412 55 Göteborg 

c Eje Johansson 

+46 705-927 291 

e eje@evenco.se 

Kungl. Myntkabinettet – Royal Coin 

Cabinet 

National Museum of Economy 

P.O. Box 5428, se-114 84 Stockholm 

c Cecilia von Heijne 

+46 8 5195 5310 

 +46 8 5195 5315 

e cecilia.vonheijne@shm.se 

u www.myntkabinettet.se 

Numismatiska Forskningsgruppen – 

Stockholm Numismatic Institute 

Stockholm University 

se-106 91 Stockholm 

c Kenneth Jonsson 

+46 8 6747755 

e kenneth.jonsson@ark.su.se 

u www.archaeology.su.se–numis 

matiska-forskningsgruppen 

Svenska Numismatiska Föreningen 

– Swedish Numismatic Society 

Banérgatan 17 nb, se-115 22 

Stockholm 

c President 

+46 8 6675598 

 +46 8 6670771 

e info@numismatik.se 

u www.users.wineasy.se/snf/ 

index.html 

Uppsala University, Coin Cabinet 

Gustavianum, Akademigatan 3, 

se-753 10, Uppsala 

c Ragnar Hedlund 

+46 18 471 17 22 

 +46 18 471 75 69 

e ragnar.hedlund@gustavianum. 

uu.se 

u www.myntkabinettet.uu.se 

SWITZERLAND – SUISSE 

Historisches Museum Basel, Münz-

kabinett 

Steinenberg 4, ch-4051 Basel 

c Michael Matzke 

+41 61 2058 600 

 +41 61 2058 601 

e michael.matzke@bs.ch 

u www.hmb.ch 

Bernisches Historisches Museum 

Helvetiaplatz 5, ch-3005 Bern 

c Daniel Schmutz 

+41 31 350 77 31 

 +41 31 350 77 99 

e daniel.schmutz@bhm.ch 

u www.bhm.ch 

Inventar der Fundmünzen der 

Schweiz (ifs) 

Hischengraben 11, Postfach, ch-3001 

Bern 

c Rahel C. Ackermann 

+41 31 311 34 24 

 +41 31 311 34 25 

e rahel.ackermann@fundmuenzen.ch 

u www.fundmuenzen.ch 

Circolo Numismatico Ticinese (cnt) 

c/o Danilo Pedrazzetti, Novamarke-

ting sa, cp 1623, ch-6830 Chiasso 

c Fabrizio Rossini 
+41 19 19225873 

e Fabrizio.rossini@romisa.ch 
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Schweizerische Numismatische 

Gesellschaft/Société suisse de 

Numismatique 

c/o Ueli Friedländer (Präsident), Her-

rengasse 12, ch-8640 Rapperswil SG 

+41 44 341 4247 
e hueli.friedlaender@bluewin.ch 

u www.numisuisse.org 

Musée d
,
Art et d

,
Histoire, Cabinet 

Numismatique 

Rue Charles Galland, Case postale 

3432, ch-1200 Genève 

c Matteo Campagnolo 

+41 22 4182600 

 +41 22 4182601 

e matteo.campagnolo@ville-ge.ch 

Musée cantonal d’archéologie et 

d’histoire – collection monnaies et 

médailles 

Place de la Riponne 6, Palais de 

Rumine, ch-1014 Lausanne 

c Catherine Meystre van Bogaert 

+41 21 3163990 

 +41 21 3163999  

e musee.monetaire@vd.ch 

u www.musees.vd.ch/musee/ 

monetaire/ 

Cabinet de Numismatique de Neu-

châtel, Musée d
,
Art et d

,
Histoire 

Case postale, ch-2001 Neuchâtel 

c Gilles Perret 

+41 32 7177920 

 +41 32 7177929 

e Gilles.Perret@ne.ch 

u www.mahn.ch 

Münzkabinett und Antiken-

sammlung der Stadt Winterthur 

Villa Bühler, Lindstrasse 8, Postfach, 

ch-8402 Winterthur 

c Benedikt Zäch 

+41 52 267 51 46 

 +41 52 267 66 81 

e benedikt.zaech@win.ch 

u www.muenzkabinett.org 

 

Freie Vereinigung Zürcher Numis-

matiker 

c/o Dr. des. Christian Weiss, Kurator 

Numismatik und Siegel, Landes-

museum Zürich, Museumsstraße 2, 

Postfach ch-8021 Zürich 

e christian.weiss@snm.admin.ch 

Schweizerisches Nationalmuseum, 

Landesmuseum Zürich, Münz-

kabinett 

Museumstraße 2, PF, ch-8021 Zürich 

c Christian Weiss 

+41 58 466 65 16 

 +41 44 211 29 49 

e christian.weiss@snm.admin.ch 

u www.musee-suisse.ch/d/ 

sammlung/wissenschaft_und_ 

sammlungen/numismatik.php 

TAIWAN – TAIWAN 

National Museum of History 

49 Nan Hai Road, Taipei City 10066, 

Taiwan 

c Hui-Chuan Han 

+886 2 2361 0270 ext. 207 

 +886 2 2331 1086 

e carol@nmh.gov.tw 

u www.nmh.gov.tw 

TURKEY – TURQUIE 

Université d’Ankara, Faculté des 

Lettres, Département d’Archéologie 

Classique 

06100 Sihhiye - Ankara, Turquie 

c Zeynep Çizmeli Ogun 

/ +90 232 745 1413 

e dtcf@humanity.ankara.edu.tr 

 zeynepogun69@gmail.com 

UNITED KINGDOM – ROYAUME-UNI 

The Barber Institute of Fine Arts, 

Dept. of Coins, The University of 

Birmingham 

Edgbaston, Birmingham b15 2ts 

c Jonathan Jarrett 

+44 121 414 7332 
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 +44 121 414 3370 

e j.jarrett@bham.ac.uk 

u www.barber.org.uk/coins/index. 

html 

The Fitzwilliam Museum, Dept. of 

Coins and Medals 

Trumpington Street, Cambridge 

cb2 1rb 

c Adrian Popescu 

+44 1223 332949 

 +44 1223 332923 

e ap345@cam.ac.uk 

u www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/dept/ 

coins/ 

The National Museum of Wales, 

Department of Archaeology and 

Numismatics 

Cathays park, Cardiff cf10 3np 

c Dr. Mark Redknap 

+44 29 2057 3223 

e mark.redknap@museumwales. 

ac.uk 

u www.museumwales.ac.uk/ 

en/archaeology/ 

National Museum of Scotland 

Chambers Street, Edinburgh eh1 1jf 

c The Director of the Library 

+44 131 247 42 71 

e g.rogers@nms.ac.uk 

u www.nms.ac.uk 

The Hunterian 

The University of Glasgow, Univer-

sity Avenue, Glasgow g12 8qq 

c Jesper Ericsson 

+44 141 330 4221 or 4289 

 +44 141 330 3617 

e jesper.ericsson@glasgow.ac.uk 

u www.hunterian.gla.ac.uk 

The British Museum, Department 

of Coins and Medals 

Great Russell Street, London 

wc1b 3dg 

c Philip Attwood 

+44 20 7323 8260 

 +44 20 7323 8171 

e pattwood@thebritishmuseum. 

ac.uk 

u www.thebritishmuseum.ac.uk/ 

cm/cmhome.html 

Royal Numismatic Society 

The British Museum, Great Russell 

Street, London wc1b 3dg 

c Nicholas Mayhew 

+44 207 323 8228 

 +44 207 323 8171 

u www.numismatics.org.uk 

Ashmolean Museum, Heberden Coin 

Room 

Beaumont Street, Oxford ox1 2ph 

c Chris Howgego 

+44 1865 278063 

 +44 1865 278057 

e chris.howgego@ashmus.ox.ac.uk 

u www.ashmolean.org/departments/ 

heberdencoinroom/ 

The Royal Mint 

Llantrisant, Pontyclun, Mid Glamor-

gan cf7 8yt 

c Kevin Clancy 

+44 1443 222111 

 +44 1443 228799 

u www.royalmint.com 

British Numismatic Society 

The Warburg Institute, Woburn 

Square, London wc1h 0ab 

Current president: Roger Bland, 

Keeper of Portable Antiquities & 

Treasure, c/o British Museum, 

uk-London wc1b 3dg 

c The President 

+44 20 7323 8611 

e rbland@thebritishmuseum.ac.uk 

u www.britnumsoc.org  

Oriental Numismatic Society 

9 Grandison Road, London sw11 6ls 

c Peter Smith 

+44 207 228 6826 

e uk-ri@onsnumis.org 

u www.onsnumis.org 
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British Numismatic Trade Associa-

tion 

P.O. Box 2, Rye, East Sussex tn31 

7we 

c Rosemary Cooke 

/ +44 1797 229988 

e secretary@bnta.net 

u www.bnta.net 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA – 

ÉTATS-UNIS D
,
AMÉRIQUE 

Harvard Art Museums, Division of 

Asian and Mediterranean Art 

32 Quincy Street, Cambridge, 

ma 02138, usa 

c Carmen Arnold-Biucchi 

+1 617 496 9274 

 +1 617 495 5211 

e Carmen_Arnold-Biucchi@ 

harvard.edu 

u www.harvardartmuseums.org 

Yale University Art Gallery, Dept. of 

Coins and Medals 

PO Box 208271, New Haven, 

ct 06520-8271, usa 

c Benjamin Hellings 

+1 203 432 1801 

 +1 203 432 6013 

e benjamin.hellings@yale.edu 

u www.artgallery.yale.edu 

The American Numismatic Society 

75 Varick Street, floor 11, New York, 

ny 10013, usa 

c Ute Wartenberg 

+1 212 571 4470 

 +1 212 571 4479 

e uwk@numismatics.org 
u www.numismatics.org  

Princeton University Library 

One Washington Road, Princeton, 

nj 08544, usa 

c Alan M. Stahl 

+1 609 258 9127 

 +1 609 258 2324 

e astahl@princeton.edu 

The John Max Wulfing Collection, 

Kemper Art Museum 

Washington University in St. Louis, 

cb 1189 – Kemper 210, One Brookings 

Drive, St. Louis, mo 63130-4899, usa 

c William S. Bubelis 

+1 314 935 4519 

e wbubelis@artsci.wustl.edu 

Dumbarton Oaks Research Library 

1703 32nd Street NW, Washington, 

dc 20007, usa 

c Barbara Mersereau 

+1 202 339 6993 

 +1 202 339 6419 

e MersereauB@doaks.org 

u www.doaks.org/index.html 

Ancient Coin Collectors Guild 

PO Box 911, Gainsville, mo 65655, 

usa 

c Wayne G. Sayles 

+417 679 2142 

e director@accg.us 

VATICAN CITY – VATICAN 

Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana, 

Gabinetto Numismatico 

Cortile del Belvedere, v-00120 

Vatican City 

c Eleonora Giampiccolo 

+6 698 79 406 

 +6 698 79 428 

e giampiccolo@vatlib.it 

u www.vaticanlibrary.va 
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MEMBRES HONORAIRES – HONORARY MEMBERS 

 
 

Alföldi, Maria R. 

 Hans-Sachs-Straße 1, d-60487 

Frankfurt/M., Germany 

+49 69 707 3157 

e mralfoeldi@t-online.de 

 

Amandry, Michel 

 24, blvd. Poissonière, f-75009 

Paris, France 

e mamandry@noos.fr 

 

Arslan, Ermanno A. 

 Via privata Cesare Battisti 2, 

i-20122 Milan, Italy 

+39 25512901 

e erarslan@tin.it 

u www.ermannoarslan.eu 

 

Bates, Michael L. 

Curator emeritus of Islamic Coins 

 1334 River Road, Apt. 3, 

Edgewater, nj 07020-1424, usa 

e tiesenhausen@yahoo.com 

 

Bhatia, Pratipal 

 e-7/7 Vasant Vitar, New Delhi 

110 057, India 

e pbhatia10@yahoo.com 

 
Böhringer, Christof 
 Höltystr. 4, d-37085 Göttingen, 

Germany 

 
Burnett, Andrew 

 19, Almorah Road, n1 3er 

London, United Kingdom 

e andrewmburnett@hotmail.com 

 

Campo, Marta 
Gabinet Numismàtic de Catalunya 

 Museu Nacional d’Art de Cata-

lunya, Palau Nacional, Parc de 

Montjuïc, e-08038 Barcelona, 

Spain 

e martacampodiaz@gmail.com 

 

Crawford, Michael H. 
 11a Tavistock Place, uk-London 

wc1h 9sh, United Kingdom 

e Imagines.Italicae@sas.ac.uk 

 

Gedai, Istvan 

Magyar Nemzeti Múzeum 

 Múzeum Körút 14-16, postbok 

364, h-1088 Budapest, Hongary 
 

Geiger, Hans-Ulrich 

 Rötelsteig 9, ch-8037 Zürich, 

Switzerland 
e hu.geiger@bluewin.ch 
 

Gorini, Giovanni 
 Via A. Cavalletto 12, i-35122 

Padova, Italy 

e giovanni.gorini@unipd.it 
 
Hahn, Wolfgang 
Institut für Numismatik und Geld-

geschichte 

 Universität Wien, Franz-Klein-

Gasse 1, A-1190 Wien, Austria 

e wolfgang.hahn@univie.ac.at 
 

Jensen, Jørgen Steen 

Den Kgl. Mønt- og Medaillesamling, 

Nationalmuseet 

 Frederiksholms Kanal 12, dk-

1220 København K, Denmark 

e joergen.steen.jensen@natmus.dk 
 

Kluge, Bernd 

Münzkabinett, Staatliche Museen zu 

Berlin, Preussischer Kulturbesitz 

 Geschwister-Scholl-Strasse 6, 

d-10117 Berlin, Germany 

e mk@smb.spk 
 

Lagerqvist, Lars 
 Keltiska vägen 3, s-291 65 

Kristianstad, Sweden 

e willows.lili@telia.com, 

willows.lars@telia.com 
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Morrisson, Cécile 

cnrs, Centre d
,
histoire et civilisation 

de Byzance, Collège de France 

 52 rue du Cardinal-Lemoine, 

f-75005 Paris, France 

e cecile.morrisson@wanadoo.fr 
 

Nicolet, Hélène 

 2 rue de Paradis, f-75010 Paris, 

France 

e hnicoletpierre@gmail.com 
 

Nilsson, Harald 
 Granebergs gård, s-646 96 

Stjärnhov, Sweden 

e haraldbsnilsson@gmail.com 
 

Parise, Nicola 

 Via dei Delfini 24, i-00186 Roma, 

Italie 

e nf.parise@gmail.com 

 
Picard, Olivier 
 Université Paris Sorbonne Paris iv, 

12 rue A. Joly, f-78000 Versailles, 

France 

e olivier.picard@paris4.sorbonne.fr 

Schultz, Hans-Dietrich 
 Rödelstrasse 6, d-10318 Berlin, 

Allemagne 
 

Suchodolski, Stanislaw 

Institut d
,
Archéologie et d

,
Ethno-

logie, Académie polonaise des 

Sciences 

 Al. Solidarnosci 105, pl 00-140 

Warszawa, Pologne 

e suchodol7@gmail.com 
 

Weiller, Raymond 

 Résidence de l
,
Avenir, 40 rue de 

l
,
Avenir, l-1147 Luxembourg 

 

Westermark, Ulla 

 Hällbygatan 36a, se-752 28 

Uppsala, Suède 

e ullawk@hotmail.co

 



 

 

 


