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Borys Paszkiewicz* 
 

MONUMENTA SARMATARUM, OR A CONCISE INTRODUCTION 
TO THE POLISH PAST AND ITS TRACES 
 

1. The Republic of the Two Nations 

The modern map is a poor aid when we wish to understand the history of 
the Polish culture, Polish numismatics included, because of the participa-
tion in this process of eastern neighbours: Ukraine, Belarus, Lithuania, Lat-
via, and to some extent, also Estonia, Russia and Romania (with Moldova). 
The high-medieval Polish state which used to have a territory approxi-
mately like that of modern Poland had disintegrated by the 13th century. 
Already in the early 13th century, West Pomerania slipped from the Polish 
polity for good, followed in the mid-14th century by Silesia. The Kingdom 
of Poland reconstructed by King Casimir the Great (1333-70) shifted east-
ward, along trade routes linking the Baltic with the Black Sea. The personal 
union concluded in 1385 and consolidated in the 15th century between Po-
land and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania, the latter with a vast territory 
which covered present-day Lithuania, Belarus, much of Ukraine and some 
areas of western Russia, significantly altered the map of Europe, and the 
political meaning of the concept of the “Polish nation” resulting from 
acculturation.1 In 1454 the inhabitants organized into the Prussian League 
refused obedience to their rulers and paid homage to the king of Poland. 
Ultimately, the western portion of Prussia became an autonomous province 
of Poland while the eastern remained a fief of the Kingdom of Poland. A 
century later, in 1560, Livonia (present-day Latvia and Estonia) acceded of 
their own volition to the Grand Duchy of Lithuania. A constitutional union 
put into effect in Lublin in 1569 ultimately joined both the thrones and the 
parliaments of the two states. The Kingdom of Poland (or Korona, “the 
Crown”) and the Grand Duchy of Lithuania were its two equal participants, 
and Polish laws and the monetary system were extended to Lithuania. The 
state which emerged from this union was known officially as Rzeczpospolita 
(best translated into English as “the Republic” rather than “the Common-
wealth”, since the Polish name alluded deliberately to the Roman Repub-
lic), or more elaborately – Rzeczpospolita Obojga Narodów – “the Republic 
of The Two Nations”. Unlike the union of England and Scotland, or that of 
Aragon and Castile, no common and neutral territorial name for this state 
was introduced. The term used in this sense in literature was “Sarmatia”, 
but it never acquired an official standing. The Polish and Ruthenian nobility 
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liked to trace their ancestry to the ancient Sarmatians2 of whose presence 
in their land they had read in Claudius Ptolemy. A passion for liberty and 
equality, ascribed to Sarmatians of the bygone age, the right to elect their 
king and to refuse obedience to a bad ruler, were indispensable elements of 
this national identity. The appeal of this ethos not only attracted many im-
migrants from the East and the West but also persuaded some of the no-
bility in Silesia long fallen out from the Polish orbit, to return to the Polish 
identity.3 The Lithuanian nobility also tried to trace their origins to ancient 
Rome and mythical immigrants from “l’Italia”,4 nor were some of the no-
ble inhabitants of the Korona averse to claiming a similar Roman genealogy. 

 

 
Map 1. The Republic in the 17th-18th centuries and its partitions. 

Key: (1) Russian partition 1795; (2) Prussian partition 1795; (3) Austrian partition 1795; 
(4) Polish-Lithuanian lands lost during the 17th century; (5) borders of the Republic by 1768; 
(6) internal borders of the Crown of Poland, Lithuania and Livonia; (7) state borders in 2022. 

Drawing by Nicole Lenkow 

 
2 E.g., Starowolski 1655 – a catalogue of gravestone inscriptions from the Polish-Lithua-

nian Republic. 
3 Cetwiński 2018. 
4 Lelewel 1863, pp. 3-5. 
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The Republic (Map 1) was a multi-ethnic state, where next to the Polish, 
Ruthenian, Lithuanian and Latvian languages, German and Armenian were 
also widely used, highlanders used Wallachian and the large Jewish com-
munity spoke Yiddish. In Lithuania there were settlements of Tartar nobil-
ity – mostly descendants of political refugees. Additionally, there were 
large communities of Dutch and Scottish migrant farmers. Scholars used 
Latin. After the Union of Lublin, the elective Polish-Lithuanian throne was 
occupied by three Poles, three Swedes, two Germans, a Lithuanian, a Ru-
thenian (“Ukrainian” in modern classification), a Hungarian and a French-
man. This would explain why so many public documents were published in 
Latin. In Lithuania the official language was Ruthenian (Old Belarusian), in 
1696 replaced by Polish following the Polonisation of the Lithuanian elites. 
It was common to refer to the whole country as “Poland”, and to its citi-
zens as “Poles”, especially when they ventured abroad. Ethnic differences 
were indicated by stating that someone was gente Lithuanus (or Ruthenus, 
or Pruthenus), natione Polonus – Lithuanian, Ruthenian, Prussian by tribe, 
Pole by nationality. In principle the representatives of all ethnic groups who 
had achieved a suitable material status could aspire to higher state offices, 
only the Jews were required to embrace Christianity, and the king had to be 
a Catholic. This ethnic diversity was accompanied by a diversity of religious 
confessions. Next to the churches of the principal Christian denominations 
(Roman or Greek Catholic, Eastern Orthodox, Armenian, and many Protes-
tant creeds, often built by religious refugees from western Europe), the in-
habitants of the Republic erected mosques, synagogues and Karaite kenesas. 
The liberty and equal status of religious confessions enshrined in an agree-
ment of 1573 ensured there was religious peace in the country. 

Since 1364 Poland had its own university – the Cracow Academy (since 1817 
known as the Jagiellonian University); in the 16th century others schools 
were founded, the most notable of them the university in Vilna (1579). The 
Lwów University was established in 1661. Another university important for 
the formation of Lithuanian and Polish elites was the Academia Albertina 
established in 1544 in Königsberg, the capital of Prussia, then a Polish fief, 
whereas sons of magnates usually completed their education in Padua 
where they left their coats-of-arms in Palazzo Bo and borrowed many Ve-
netian ideas to implement in the system of the government of the Polish-
Lithuanian Republic. 

From as early as the 15th century curiosities and works of art were collected 
in the Treasury of the Crown. The Treasury and the private royal collections 
were significantly expanded by King Sigismund I (1506-48), whereas his 
son, Sigismund II Augustus (1548-72) was criticised with good reason for 
amassing a vast collection of valuables at a time when the Republic was 
embroiled in a draining war with Muscovy. Much of these collections was 
lost in the decades that followed, although the kings from the Swedish Vasa 
dynasty (1587-1668) were themselves avid collectors and patrons of the 
arts. The heaviest losses were caused by invasions: during the Muscovite 
War of 1654-67 and the Swedish invasion of 1655-60, which affected the 
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principal royal residences. The remainder of the collections were taken to 
Paris by John Casimir, the last of the Vasa kings after his abdication.5 Sim-
ilarly, the collections formed by the later elective monarchs remained the 
property of their respective families, which explains the survival of the 
larger portion of the collections of Augustus II (1697-1706 and 1709-1733) 
and Augustus III (1734-1763), in Dresden however. Modelling themselves 
on the royalty, the nobility built up their own collections of art and curios-
ities. The earliest treasures of jewels and libraries originated during the 15th 
century. By the 17th century, many magnates, even some members of the 
middle nobility, had established their cabinets of curiosities.6 Of a different 
nature – didactic and academic – were the collections created in Gymna-
sium schools of larger towns, the oldest and most important of these es-
tablished in the late 16th century in Toruń. 

Heavy military defeats in the mid-17th century disrupted the peaceful reli-
gious coexistence in the Republic. A severe blow was the proclamation in 
1701 in Eastern Prussia, formerly a Polish fief, of a sovereign kingdom 
which offered to the elites – particularly of Polish Prussia – a rival ethos 
and had as the only territory open to potential expansion the lands of the 
Republic. The might and self-reliance of the latter were in decline, as was 
the morale of its elites. An improvement of the economic situation around 
the middle of the 18th century created a favourable basis for reforms in the 
spirit of the Enlightenment. These were undertaken with a greater energy 
during the reign of Stanislaus Augustus (1764-95), the last King of Poland 
and Grand Duke of Lithuania. With the major educational reform of 1773, 
the universities in Cracow and Vilna became the main seats of higher edu-
cation in the Crown and Lithuania respectively. This helped to raise the 
level of the University of Vilna in particular. The widely modernized system 
of education produced hundreds of scholars and thousands of teachers – a 
kind of Phoenix egg – who helped Polish science and culture to survive for 
four generations without their own state. Even during this twilight age, 
Polish culture continued to attract outsiders. It was at this time that e.g., 
the Prussian family von Lölhöffel became the Polish Lelewels (see the con-
tribution by M. Mielczarek). Serious plans were made to create a Museum 
Polonicum or a Museum of Fine Arts.7 Strangely enough, the king did not 
take part in these plans, for while admittedly a connoisseur and collector 
of art, and moreover, very liberal with his finances for public projects, like 
his predecessors he considered his collections his private property which 
upon his death passed to his heirs (see the contributions by P. Jaworski and 
A. Bursche). In his collecting passion the king was accompanied by mag-
nates and common nobles,8 but their private collections were transformed 
into public ones only in the 19th century. 

 
5 Mrozowski 2003b, p. 113. 
6 Mrozowski 2003a. 
7 Pomian 2016, p. 20. 
8 Mielczarek 1997; Sztachelska-Kokoczka 2006, pp. 211-13. 
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2. The “Two Nations” without the Republic 

Before the first Polish museum was established, Prussia, Russia and Austria 
erased the Republic from the map of Europe in three stages, referred to as 
partitions, the last of them in 1795 (Map 1). Two years later the partitioning 
powers pledged to remove the name of Poland from all official documents. 
This unheard-of act was to be justified in the in the eyes of the public opin-
ion by a propaganda campaign which portrayed Poland as a lawless and 
backward country, and the partitioning powers as bearers of civilization. 
The echoes of this propaganda survive to this day in stereotypes. 

 

 

Map 2. Poland in the 19th century. Key: (1) the “Congress” Kingdom of Poland 1815 
(occupied by Russia from 1831); (2) the Free City of Cracow under mutual control of 

partitioning powers (annexed by Austria in 1846); (3) borders of the Republic by 1768; 
(4) borders between partitioning powers 1815-1914; (5) state borders in 2022. 

Drawing by Nicole Lenkow 

Despite this, in 1807 Napoleon I revived the Polish State on the territory 
recaptured from Prussia, with a provisional name of the Duchy of Warsaw, 
and the Vienna Congress of 1815 proclaimed on a small fragment of the 
territory of the former Republic, the Kingdom of Poland (Congress Poland), 
a Russian protectorate joined by a personal union with the Russian Empire 
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(Map 2). In the Austrian partition the University of Lwów (Lemberg) was 
Germanized, but in 1800, in Warsaw then occupied by Prussians, the War-
saw Society of Letters was established, the first Polish academic corpora-
tion. In Cracow, which was granted the status of a free and neutral city, in 
1815, the corporate Cracow Learned Society was founded, closely associated 
with the local university. Thanks to the initially liberal attitude of Emperor 
Alexander I (1801-25) Polish continued as the language of instruction in 
the educational system of the Russian partition, and in 1816, the University 
of Warsaw was established in the autonomous, so-called Congress Poland. 
The University of Vilna rose to a special level of excellence, both in natural 
sciences and humanities. It was the largest university within Russia, re-
taining all the while its Polish character. Vilna became the capital of culture 
of this part of the Republic which had been incorporated directly into Rus-
sia. Thanks to the human resources of Vilna, Tadeusz Czacki established in 
1805 in Krzemieniec in Volhynia a Gymnasium, since 1819 a Lyceum, a 
modern elite school which soon rose to the rank of a Polish Eton (see the 
contribution by A. Bursche in this volume). 

With the scholarly and education movement the first public museums 
appeared, funded by private individuals: Princess Izabela Czartoryska in 
Puławy (1801) and Stanisław Kostka and Aleksandra Potocki in Wilanów 
(1805).9 Founded in Lwów in 1817, the Ossoliński’s National Institute – 
Ossolineum (primarily its library) and the Princes Lubomirski Museum 
merged with it in 1823 (see the contribution by A. Degler in this volume) 
were allowed by Austrian administrators to open to the public only after a 
long-drawn-out wait. All three museums are still in existence today, al-
though two of them no longer at their original location. 

Already in 1820, the Russian emperor-autocrat changed his position to-
wards Poles and started rescinding the earlier concessions. After the failure 
of the November Uprising (1830-31) the Kingdom of Poland was occupied 
by Russian armies and gradually incorporated into Russia. The universities 
in Warsaw and in Vilna were closed down, as were the Krzemieniec Lyceum 
and the Warsaw Society of Letters, their assets and collections handed over 
to Russian institutions deep within the Empire. The Czartoryski Museum 
was brought to safety in France. The Jagiellonian University was now the 
only Polish school but it too would be Germanized after 1846 when Cracow 
was incorporated into Austria. 

And yet, the territory based on the pre-Partition frontiers of the Republic, 
referred to point-blank as Poland, lived on in the collective memory. Poles 
from the Russian partition were educated primarily at the Universities of 
Dorpat (today, Tartu in Estonia) or Kyïv (then: Kiev), those from the Prus-
sian partition at universities in Wrocław (then: Breslau) and Halle. The 

 
9 S.K. Potocki (1755-1821) is regarded as one of the first Polish archaeologists and art his-

torians. Jaskanis et al. 2006. 
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governments of the partitioning powers pursued with a varying intensity a 
policy aimed on divesting the Poles of their language, culture and national 
identity, through cultural, educational and economic discrimination (in 
Austria these practices were discontinued after 1867) and by giving prece-
dence to other ethnic groups. Wishing to keep their status Polish aristoc-
racy engaged with royal courts of partitioning powers, but only rarely suc-
cumbed to an acculturation. One example of a “national conversion” is 
found in the biography of Count Emeryk Czapski, a scion of a Prussian 
landowner family (see the contribution by J. Bodzek & M. Woźniak). Just the 
reverse, many immigrants who accompanied the administration of the 
partitioning powers, soon became assimilated to the Polish culture, like the 
Warsaw Beyer Family (see the contribution by K. Balbuza). In the Prussian 
partition, withheld the permission by the authorities to establish a univer-
sity, the Polish elites in 1857 founded the Society of Friends of Learning of 
Poznań inspiring research and museum activity (see the contribution by 
W. Garbaczewski). A short-lived liberalization in the Russian partition (af-
ter the defeat in the Crimean War) was taken advantage of to establish in 
Warsaw a Museum of Fine Arts, and a new Polish University known as 
Szkoła Główna – the Main School (1862), which however already in 1870 
was replaced by a Russian university. A private Museum of Antiquities 
founded in 1855 in Vilna by Count Eustachy Tyszkiewicz (cousin of Michał 
Tyszkiewicz, see the contribution by M. Kazimierczak) was abolished by the 
Russian authorities after only a decade, appropriating most of its collec-
tions. The last to implement the idea of an independent, private foundation 
of a national museum was Konstanty Świdziński (1793-1855), who spent a 
fortune on a collection of paintings, coins and books. In his will he be-
queathed them to a future public museum in Warsaw. In 1860 the collec-
tions entered the Krasiński Entail Library in that city,10 where it neverthe-
less did not fulfil the expected role. Polish museums were continuously 
threatened by sequestration by the authorities, consequently some mag-
nificent Polish aristocratic collections moved to the west to add to the re-
sources of western European and American museums (see the contribution 
by M. Kazimierczak). 

In the wake of a liberalization of Austria after 1867 the universities in Lwów 
and Cracow were re-Polonized, as was the system of lower-level education, 
making possible also the operation of Polish museums and scholarly insti-
tutions, not only private but also municipal and ecclesiastic. In 1872 the 
Cracow Learned Society developed into the Academy of Learning. In 1876, 
the Princes Czartoryski Museum and Library was brought back to Cracow 
from Paris, while in 1879 the City Council of Cracow opened the National 
Museum (see the contribution by J. Bodzek & M. Woźniak in this volume). 
In 1888 the first diocese museum was created (in Tarnów). The largest 
number of museums – private and municipal – were founded in Lwów (e.g., 

 
10 Ajewski 2002. 
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the Ukrainian National Museum in 1902, and a second Polish National 
Museum in 1908). To a certain extent this was the effect of the Polish-
Ukrainian competition as to whose culture would prevail in the city. A sim-
ilar rivalry (although on a lesser scale) was the Polish-German competition 
over the creation of museums and libraries in Poznań (see the contribution 
by W. Garbaczewski) and in Toruń. Not so in Warsaw and Vilna, which, be-
ing once again the object of Russian terror after 1863, could not keep up 
with these centres of culture. The Warsaw Museum of Fine Arts passed un-
der the administration of municipal authorities only during the German 
occupation in 1916, renamed to serve as a National Museum. In 1907, avail-
ing itself of another political crisis in Russia, the Polish community suc-
ceeded in opening a new museum in Vilna. The early years of the 20th cen-
tury brought the foundation of diocese museums in the Russian partition 
(e.g., in Płock and Sandomierz). Nevertheless, the most unusual museum 
by far was the Musée national polonais, created in 1870 by Count Władysław 
Broel-Plater in the castle at Rapperswil in Switzerland. Its founder ex-
pressed his wish to have the museum offered to the government of the fu-
ture independent Poland. 

At the same time, a new national identity emerged during the final decades 
of the 19th century founded on ethnicity altered the meaning of the term 
“Poland”. When in 1918-20 the Polish and Lithuanian states were being 
restored, the conflict over Wilno-Vilnius – at once a major centre of Polish 
culture and the historic capital of Lithuania – became the foundation of an 
insuperable animosity between them.11 A similar conflict with Ukraine was 
over who should hold Lwów-L’viv, with Czechoslovakia – who should hold 
Cieszyn-Těšín, and the controversy with the humiliated German national-
ism concerned Gdańsk-Danzig (Map 3). The concept of natione Polonus, 
gente Lithuanus, Ruthenus or Pruthenus turned out to be a term unknown to 
the languages of the 20th century. The Republic of Poland, restored from 
scratch with tremendous effort since 1918, rebuilt and expanded the net-
work of universities (Cracow, Lwów, Warsaw, Vilna, Lublin, Poznań), cre-
ating a network of museums provided with new, monumental buildings, 
and organized a system of national heritage protection. The defeated Rus-
sia agreed under the terms of the Treaty of Riga (1921) to return museum, 
library and archival collections (also private ones) seized at the time of par-
titions – but restored only a small fragment. 

A brief interlude of independence enjoyed by Ukraine (1918-20) and Belarus 
(1918-19) ended with the invasion of totalitarian Russia, which twenty 
years later, in alliance with a similarly totalitarian Germany, dealt a similar 
blow to Poland in 1939 (Map 3). 

 
11 Kiersnowski 1998. 
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Map 3. Poland in the 20th century. Key: (1) Poland between 1922-1938 (the so-called 

Second Republic); (2) the area of the First Republic by 1768; (3) borders of the partitioning 
powers 1846-1914; (4) the so-called Hitler-Stalin line – Russian-German 

border 1939-1941 (not recognized internationally); (5) state borders in 2022. 
Drawing by Nicole Lenkow 

Earlier still, in 1937 Russia set about exterminating what remained of the 
Polish population on the former territory of the Republic. At least 200,000 
were killed or deported to perish in conditions hostile to human life while 
all traces of Polish culture were eradicated.12 Similar practices were under-
taken by the Russians in 1939 in the occupied eastern half of Poland’s ter-
ritory, at a time of similar persecutions perpetrated in its western half by 
the Germans. With no closer criteria at hand, deportations and the destruc-
tion of the documentation, the full number of victims cannot be ascer-
tained; nevertheless, it is estimated that the population of Poland dropped 
from 34,849,000 in 1938 to 23,930,000 in 1946. The two occupying powers 
in the first place did their best to exterminate the cultural and industrial 
elites. Human lives were lost and so were human possessions, seized or 
destroyed, and the same happened to the property of public institutions, 

 
12 Iwanow 2015; Sommer 2014. 
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museums and archives included. In Warsaw alone the Germans deliberately 
burned down the Treasury Archive (with e.g., documentation of the Polish 
mints), the Zamoyski Entail Library, Krasiński Entail Library with the 
Świdziński Collection, special collections of the National Library and the 
Warsaw University Library. Russians methodically destroyed museum ob-
jects related to Poland. The aim was to destroy Poland’s heritage and all 
memory of its history. One example of these efforts was Poryck, a small 
town in Volhynia, where Tadeusz Czacki’s collections had been housed (see 
the contribution by A. Bursche in this volume). During World War I the pal-
ace buildings and the building housing Czacki’s library were destroyed, as 
was his archive and a china collection. During World War II the Germans 
killed the Jewish inhabitants of Poryck, after which Ukrainians slaughtered 
the Poles, burning down their churches and houses;13 finally the Russians 
incorporated the town into Soviet Ukraine and changed its name to Pavlivka, 
to erase the last trace of an important centre of Polish culture. 

After World War II Russia seized 48% of Poland’s territory, complete with 
all the immovable property and most of the movable property, forcibly 
evicting most of its Polish inhabitants. This area was fully off limits: until 
the latter half of the 1980s private visits by Poles living in Poland to the 
seized region were practically outlawed, and the Russia-controlled Polish 
government used its apparatus of repression to obstruct the study of the 
Polish heritage in the east and publications dedicated to this subject. Polish 
monuments in the east were either destroyed deliberately – in the first 
place, churches and palaces – or fell into ruin through decades of neglect. 
To compensate, Russia surrendered to Poland German territories captured 
in the west and north, similarly thoroughly despoiled and ruined. The Na-
tional Removal to these western regions, enforced in 1945 and undertaken 
in conditions of post-war destitution, as more of an emotional rather than 
a material challenge: the state propaganda wielded a slogan of “a return to 
Piast lands” but traces of high medieval heritage there were much less in 
evidence than traces of the German presence which, encountered almost at 
every turn, could only repel the ashen-faced people who had survived six 
years of daily manslaughter and terror perpetrated by Germans. Two gen-
erations had elapse before the Polish newcomers forged an emotional link 
with their new environment. The success of this integration is manifested 
today by a reconstructed network of museums and an impressive number 
of spontaneous, amateur regional studies pursued in Silesia, Pomerania 
and East Prussia by their inhabitants – with simultaneous efforts made to 
make up for the consequences of five decades of the governmental ban on 
the studies in the Polish heritage in the East. 
 

 
13 Piotrowski 2000, pp. 126, 134–136, 188. 
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3. Numismatic collections and studies 

 
Fig. 1. Prince Mikołaj Krzysztof Radziwiłł “Waif” (Mikalojus Kristupas Radvila 

“Našlaitėlis”; Мікалай Крыштап Радзівіл “Сіротка”; 1549–1616), 
a statesman, philanthropist, traveller, writer and antiques collector. Anonymous portrait, 

1590-1604, oil on copper, the collection of the Royal Castle, Warsaw (public domain) 
 
The role of numismatics in Polish culture has been the same as in other 
European countries. The Bishop of Chełmno, Stephen of Nibork (1412-1495), 
had his collection of coins,14 as did King John Albert of Poland (1459-1501); 
in the first half of the 16th century there were enough collectors in Cracow 
and Wrocław, of ancient coins mostly, to speak of a collecting community 
(see the contribution by J. Bodzek). Studies in ancient numismatics were 
also in progress, and donations made by some private collectors laid the 
foundations of public coin collections in Wrocław (in its municipal library) 
and Cracow (in the University library). Coins were collected by the Gymna-
sium at Toruń, from the 17th century onwards also by the municipal library 
in Gdańsk, while magnates set up their private cabinets of curiosities, as 
e.g., Prince Mikołaj Krzysztof Radziwiłł “Waif” (1549–1616; Fig. 1).15 In the 
18th century collections were formed by the Czapski, Lubomirski, Krasicki 
families, and by Prince Michał Hieronim Radziwiłł (1744-1831);16 the schol-
arly collection of the Gymnasium at Elbląg dates to the same period. The 
date of the origin of the University of Vilna collections, in existence in 1794, 
remains unknown.17 The numismatic collection, regarded as the largest in 

 
14 Ciołek 2005. 
15 Mrozowski 2003a, p. 152. 
16 Jaworski 2019. 
17 Ryszard 1893, p. 9. 



12 

the latter half of the 18th century, belonged to King Stanislaus Augustus (see 
the contribution by P. Jaworski). Some of its holdings were purchased to 
endow the Krzemieniec Gymnasium where, expanded further by new ad-
ditions, it was a vital resource for the founder of this school, Tadeusz 
Czacki, the author of the first critical overview of the history of Polish coin-
age. Numismatic studies were also promoted by the Warsaw Society of Let-
ters (which had a collection of its own), of which institution Czacki was an 
influential member18 (see the contribution by A. Bursche). 

 
Fig. 2. Krzemieniec Lyceum and post-Jesuite and post-Basilian churches. Postcard, 1922-39 
(http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-cKA2czm3XFw/Ucp8mF79XkI/AAAAAAAADXI/WKasiUngFs4/ 

s1600/krzemieniec+001.jpg, with kind permission of Ms Maria Sikora) 
 

Military campaigns of the early 19th century had led – especially where the 
Russian armies were involved – to the looting and appropriation of collec-
tions, private (e.g., in 1812 at Nieśwież of the great Radziwiłł collection 
amassed since the 16th century) and public (in the first place, in Vilna, War-
saw and Krzemieniec, in 1831-2). Even the numismatic printing plates of 
the Society of Letters were seized. Differently in the Austrian partition where 
while the authorities set about Germanizing the University in Lwów in 1785, 
they did provide the school with a respectable numismatic collection of Pio 
Nicolò de Garelli of Bologna (1675-1739) and duplicates from the Imperial 
Münzkabinett in Vienna. These resources were subsequently used e.g., dur-
ing numismatic lectures read by Gottfried Uhlich (1743-94) and his suc-
cessors.19 The numismatic collection of the Warsaw University was created 

 
18 Kolendo 1998. 
19 Ryszard 1893, pp. 9-10. 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-cKA2czm3XFw/Ucp8mF79XkI/AAAAAAAADXI/WKasiUngFs4/
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three times. The first (with contributions even from Emperor Nicholas I) 
grew to a respectable size and rank, and was used as a research and teach-
ing resource, and fell prey to the Russians in 1832. The second collection, 
also sizable, in the second half of the 19th century was studied by a large 
group of scholars of Warsaw, but disappeared without a trace when the 
Russian university was evacuated from Warsaw in 1915. The third collection 
was lost during World War II.20 Differently, the numismatic collection of 
the Cracow (Jagiellonian) University continued to exist, serving genera-
tions of scholars, as e.g., Jerzy Samuel Bandtkie (1768-1835), Tymoteusz 
Lipiński (1797-1856) and Ignacy Polkowski (1833-88). It had expanded in 
the mid-19th century thanks to coin finds received from all three partitions21 
– later, its role was taken over by the two Cracow museums: Archaeological 
and National. At the same time, fundamental contributions to the Polish 
numismatics from Kaźmirz Władysław Stężyński Bandtkie (Numismatyka 
krajowa, 1839-40), Ignacy Zagórski (Monety dawnej Polski […] z trzech ostat-
nich wieków, 1845), Kaźmirz Stronczyński (see the contribution by P. Cha-
brzyk), and Franciszek Piekosiński (O monecie i stopie menniczéj w Polsce w 
 i  wieku, 1878) were based on private collections, made available to 
the researchers by countesses Starzeńska and Kicka (see the contribution 
by K. Filipow), counts Zamoyski, Potocki, Skórzewski, Krasiński, Morsztyn, 
Działyński, Prince Wilhelm Radziwiłł (in 1843-70 Chairman of the Numis-
matic Society in Berlin), Gwalbert Pawlikowski – and collectors from the 
bourgeois middle class, most notably Karol Beyer (see the contribution by 
K. Balbuza), Antoni Ryszard and Henryk Bukowski, some of them active 
also as antiquity dealers. Only the bequest of Count Emeryk Czapski and the 
opening of his collection to the public in Cracow in the early 20th century – 
and also a series of complementary offerings made by Polish collectors – 
created a major resource base for studies in Polish numismatics undertaken 
in the 20th century. Furthermore, new public collections were created start-
ing from the early years of the 20th century – of these the most notable was 
the collection of John III Sobieski National Museum of Lwów. 

The heaviest losses suffered by Polish numismatics in consequence of 
World War I (1914-18) and the Russian assault in 1920 was the plundering 
of private collections. Apart from the collection of the Warsaw University, 
the numismatic collection of the Podole Museum in Tarnopol was also 
seized by Russians. These war losses were not included in the reparations 
Russia agreed to make under the Treaty of Riga. Neither did they compen-
sate losses suffered during the partitions, estimated at 70-75,000 numis-
matic objects. What was returned to Poland were “more than 20 thousand” 
numismatic items, evaluated as “mostly an inferior equivalent”.22 

 
20 Kolendo 2003. 
21 Kisza 1988. 
22 „Protest” 1924, s. 71-4; „Sprawozdanie” 1927, p. 61; Kalugin & Myzgin 2019. 
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The period between the two World Wars brought a major increment of the 
potential of the Polish numismatics: new public collections (the most no-
table new collection was the one of the Museum in Grodno and the coins 
and medals cabinet of the Warsaw Mint), expanded through generous do-
nations (see the contributions by M. Widawski and A. Romanowski), a large 
number of numismatic societies and an improved standard of the main 
numismatics periodical, Wiadomości Numizmatyczno-Archeologiczne (pub-
lished since 1889 in Cracow). On the other hand, there was an evident de-
cline in the importance of post-classical numismatics in university educa-
tion. At the same time, studies in economic history, particularly by Adam 
Szelągowski (1873-1961), Roman Grodecki (1889-1964) and Roman Rybar-
ski (1887-1942) helped to bring together numismatics and the history of 
money, although these new findings were put to good use only by the 
younger generation of researchers. 

The World War II losses extended to numismatics, both its practitioners 
and material resources. The only public numismatic collection of which at 
least a smaller portion was salvaged from the territory seized by Russia was 
the Ossolineum of Lwów. All larger collections had been plundered of at 
least some of their more outstanding pieces, others were seized completely, 
still others destroyed (e.g., the Warsaw collections stored in the Zamoyski 
and Krasiński libraries). What survived were disordered collections of un-
provenanced coins, and several decades were needed to restore order. Al-
most all of the numismatic collections from the post-German and Gdańsk 
territories incorporated in 1945 into Poland (including the fundamental 
collections of Wrocław (Breslau), Szczecin (Stettin), Gdańsk (Danzig) and 
Malbork (Marienburg) had been looted or were destroyed. Only in 2000 
did we find out that the Marienburg-Malbork collection is still in existence, 
shipped to the Pushkin Museum in Moscow where it remains today.23 The 
only large public collection salvaged from this carnage was the impressive 
collection of the Kaiser-Friedrich-Museum in what is now Zgorzelec, now 
in the National Museum of Warsaw. An excellent Prussian collection now 
lost without a trace had belonged to the Counts von Lehndorff of Sztynort; 
a lucky survivor – the collection of the Counts Schaffgotsch of Cieplice in 
Silesia – is also held by the National Museum of Warsaw. Since 1990, the 
Federal Republic of Germany has been returning to Poland some objects 
identified in German collections. The losses to Polish numismatics result-
ing from lives lost have yet to be recorded – Polish numismatists were 
transported to the Kolyma, and to Auschwitz, still others – and their col-
lections – were never heard of again. 

Several years after the war, indigence, chaos and Marxist tyranny pre-
vented Poles from a wide-scale research and museum work. Nevertheless, 
for the next 77 years we enjoyed peacetime, and for the last 33 – liberty. If 

 
23 For a partial list of losses on the territory of present-day Poland see P 2000; 

on losses suffered by numismatics of a different character, see S 2019. 
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something hampered the collecting and study of coins in the post-Sarma-
tian lands, it was ill-considered legislation (see the contribution by M. Bo-
gucki & K. Myzgin). We established academic connections with our neigh-
bours, and hosting the present International Numismatic Congress was in-
tended, inter alia, to lay the foundations for the future integration of re-
searchers from Central and Eastern Europe. Despite the terrible events of 
today – and I am writing this in March 2022 – we do not abandon this goal. 
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THE LAW AND PRACTICE REGARDING COIN FINDS: 

POLAND AND UKRAINE 
 
Poland and Ukraine – a shared heritage 

For several centuries Poland and Ukraine have shared a common history, 
even after their loss of independence in the late 18th century to Russia and 
Austria. Between 1918 and 1939 most of present-day western Ukraine lay 
in Poland with small fragments situated in Romania and Czechoslovakia. 
Obviously, the protection of the cultural heritage was subject to the legis-
lation of each of these states. In the history of the Polish and Ukrainian 
legal systems there never were any separate provisions regulating the sit-
uation of coin finds as such. Coin finds were treated by the law as other 
antiquities, although this did not always manifest itself in practice. 

The first legal provisions related to antiquities appeared in the Statutes of 
Lithuania (1529, 1566, 1588) and applied to most of the territory of pre-
sent-day Ukraine. Similarly as in the rest of Europe of that age this legis-
lation drew directly on Roman law, where a hoard was property of the 
finder, or to the finder and the owner of the land.1 In the late 18th and 19th 
centuries the legal situation of such finds, both in Poland and Ukraine, was 
regulated by diverse legal systems – from the decrees of Peter I2 and Cath-
erine II3 through to the Prussian Landrecht and the Napoleonic Code.4 Until 
1917 in Ukraine, and until 1918 in the former Russian partition of Poland 
the owner of the land where the discovery had been made had sole right to 
hoards and other treasure trove. Established in 1859, the Imperial Archae-
ological Commission introduced on the territory of Poland and Ukraine 
then under Russian control, a monetary reward to encourage finders to 
submit the antiquities to the Commission. This remuneration not only cor-
responded to the actual value of the material but also to the archaeological 
value and the level of rarity of the ancient object. The most significant finds 
were to be stored in the Hermitage, the rest were offered to other muse-
ums, or returned to their owner.5 When it was introduced, the Commission 
definitely caused an intensified influx of hoards to state institutions (for 
instance, in 1885 alone fifty hoards were submitted to the Commission), on 
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the other hand, only valuable and rare specimens from broken up hoards 
became available for the scholarly study. The remaining coins would be 
returned to their owners, or sent to the mint for recasting. The Commission 
was officially dissolved in 1919. From the point of view of Poland and 
Ukraine its activity had been harmful since the most significant archaeo-
logical objects would pass to St Petersburg; on the other hand, the records 
left by the Commission are invaluable6. In a similar manner, a significant 
proportion of antiquities found in the region of Poland which until 1918 
remained within the borders of Prussia passed to the collections in Berlin. 
 
Poland 

The first Polish piece of legislation on archaeological objects and coins is 
the decree issued on 31 October 1918 by the Regency Council concerning the 
protection monuments of art and culture. These were said to include “coins, 
medals, seals, coin dies”. Under the heading “Excavations and finds” the 
decree stated that coins and hoards were monuments, and that their 
discovery should be reported to the appropriate monuments conservation 
office. The government reserved to itself the right to expropriate or to 
purchase a find.7 The Ordinance of the President of the Republic of 6 March 
1928 on monuments protection established that “coins, medals, seals, coin 
dies” could be recognized as monuments by the decision of monuments 
conservation authorities. Such monuments could (but need not) become 
the property of the state through expropriation.8  

The years of the Second World War and of the German and Soviet 
occupation were a period of organized plunder and destruction of all 
cultural heritage goods in Poland housed in state museums, private 
collections and found during archaeological excavations. Numismatics 
suffered particularly heavy losses in this respect.9 

No separate law was enacted immediately after the end of the Second World 
Was on the protection of archaeological objects and coin finds. Only the 
Decree of 1 March 1946 made it mandatory to record archaeological objects 
in private hands and illegal to take them out of the country without an of-
ficial permit.10 This was a step in the direction of the enactment of state 
ownership of heritage objects. A comprehensive law on protection of cul-
tural goods was enacted only on 15 February 196211, and with various changes 
remained in force until 2003. This legislation made it illegal for individuals 

 
6 Potin 1967, pp. 1-87; 1971, pp. 197-256. 
7 In order to save space, we only provide the addresses of the cited Polish legal acts on the 

Internet (Internetowy system aktów prawnych, https://isap.sejm.gov.pl/isap.nsf/ByYear.xsp, 
accessed on 11.2.2022): http://isap.sejm.gov.pl/isap.nsf/DocDetails.xsp?id=wdu19180160036. 

8 http://isap.sejm.gov.pl/isap.nsf/DocDetails.xsp?id=WDU19280290265. 
9 Pieńkowski 2000. 
10 http://isap.sejm.gov.pl/isap.nsf/DocDetails.xsp?id=WDU19460140099. 
11 http://isap.sejm.gov.pl/isap.nsf/DocDetails.xsp?id=WDU19620100048. 

https://isap.sejm.gov.pl/isap.nsf/ByYear.xsp,
http://isap.sejm.gov.pl/isap.nsf/DocDetails.xsp?id=wdu19180160036.
http://isap.sejm.gov.pl/isap.nsf/DocDetails.xsp?id=WDU19280290265.
http://isap.sejm.gov.pl/isap.nsf/DocDetails.xsp?id=WDU19460140099.
http://isap.sejm.gov.pl/isap.nsf/DocDetails.xsp?id=WDU19620100048.
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to search for archaeological objects, and recognized all archaeological finds 
(coins included) as the property of the state. Since this law could not be 
executed without an extensive involvement of law enforcement authorities, 
in practice if a coin find did not represent any exceptional value, or was not 
spectacular in some way, the authorities tended to take little interest if it 
remained in private hands. The main method of acquisition of finds by mu-
seums, other than from donations, was to purchase them from their find-
ers. Naturally, in the case of the famous Środa Śląska 1988 hoard of nearly 
4,000 coins and gold royal insignia,12 considerable law enforcement forces 
(militia) were engaged and the wayward finders punished. On the other 
hand, in some documented cases coins recovered by the militia did not pass 
to any public collection, misappropriated by the militia and powerful 
bureaucrats – many of whom were also collectors.13 Publications dating 
from this period, e.g., the main scholarly journal Wiadomości Numizma- 
tyczne feature numerous reports about coin finds from hoards and single 
finds that are signed with their owners’ first and last names. 

Dramatic changes came in the 1990s with the introduction and steady 
spread of metal detectors in Poland. Metal detectorists started sweeping 
the fields and woodlands in search of all manner of ancient and historic 
objects. This led to the discovery, next to military and archaeological 
objects, of a great number of coin hoards and their individual finds. The 
archaeological community and heritage protection officers chose the 
simplest and – at the same time – the least effective response to this 
problem and pressured the state authorities to enforce the 1962 Law. This 
meant penalization, but without the systemic support of the existing 
heritage protection services. After nearly three decades of implementation 
of this only apparently salutary approach, the sad conclusion is that it only 
promoted the emergence of a huge black market in heritage objects, one 
which is open only to treasure hunters, dealers and collectors. A staggering 
number of coin hoards, individual coin finds but also all manner of 
significant archaeological objects have been irretrievably lost to science, as 
most of them were taken out of Poland. Faced with this situation, the 
research community became divided – some researchers and museum 
research staff (mostly numismatists, but a few archaeologists as well) 
chose to try and recover at least the information about finds, and called for 
a liberalization of the existing law, to enable the recording of such 
information. The second group of researchers (mostly archaeologists and 
heritage protection officers) pushed successfully for the tightening of the 
law which was impossible to apply thus far. On occasion even professional 
archaeologists might be prohibited by heritage protection officers from 
using metal detectors on site, with the result that a great many coins were 
not recovered during regular archaeological fieldwork. 

 
12 Witecki 2018. 
13 Paszkiewicz 1993. 



20 

The new law on heritage protection and conservation was enacted on 23 
July 2003.14 It left in place the general doctrine taking away the ownership 
rights to archaeological objects from both the finders and landowners. At 
the same time this law no longer included a definition of heritage and ar-
chaeological objects, which left interpretation to the discretion of relevant 
officers. The police not only took to keeping a close watch on the metal 
detecting community but also to investigating almost every law-abiding 
finder reporting a discovery to appropriate services and museums, and to 
demand that random collectors prove their ownership rights to antiquities 
in their possession. Several high-profile cases of this kind fuelled the 
reluctance of treasure hunters and collectors to cooperate with researchers. 
Starting from 2016 the police and monuments protection services have 
been participating in the international Operation Pandora and broadcasting 
each year about the number of individuals apprehended and heritage 
objects recovered. However, the latter tend to be early modern coins of low 
denominations and of limited scientific, artistic and material value. 
Working hand in hand with the police, heritage protection services have 
been offsetting this lack of success by conducting searches of researchers 
who document the disappearing heritage.15 The 2003 Law took away from 
the museums the right to accept and record finds. As a result, the 100-year 
long educational campaign teaching the general public to report all facts 
related to heritage objects to the nearest museum has gone to waste, and 
chance finders are even less ready to cooperate with officials who make use 
of the police. The flow of heritage objects to museums was stopped as well. 

The current situation is therefore difficult to solve—the Polish state is 
mostly engaging in superficial actions unable to prevent the plundering of 
the archaeological heritage, and researchers are deprived of the freedom to 
document the disappearing remnants of information. In recent years the 
metal detecting community has come together, set up an official union 
which has been negotiating with the government in order to relax the rules 
and establish a compromise that satisfies metal detectorists, monuments 
conservators and researchers. However, given the history of the relation-
ship so far, the chances of a compromise are slim. 
 
Ukraine 
 
Pursuant to the “Instruction on treasures” adopted on 14 February 1928 by 
the People’s Commissariat (i.e., ministry) of Education, Internal Affairs and 
Finance of the Ukrainian SSR at a time when Ukraine was already occupied 
by Bolsheviks, all treasure trove became property of the state, and a finder 
of a treasure was required—under criminal sanction—to turn it over with-

 
14 http://isap.sejm.gov.pl/isap.nsf/DocDetails.xsp?id=WDU20031621568. 
15 The case e.g., of the hoard of Republican denarii found near Głubczyce; Dymowski 2016. 

http://isap.sejm.gov.pl/isap.nsf/DocDetails.xsp?id=WDU20031621568.
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out delay to the local authorities or to a militia station.16 This instruction 
remained in force until 1 January 1964, the time when the Civil Code of the 
Ukrainian SSR came into effect. According to its provisions a person who 
discovered a treasure and handed it over to the fiscal authority was to 
receive a reward of up to 25 percent of the submitted objects, unless exca-
vations and searches are the responsibility of the person submitting the 
discovered treasure.17 In 1984 the Finance Ministry of the USSR issued a 
general instruction which included among its provisions a procedure for 
transferring the treasure to the State Treasury and for the payment of the 
remuneration.18 Naturally, in practice it was rare for a treasure to be sub-
mitted, the distrust of the authorities was to blame. There were many 
rumours about treasures allegedly handed over to the militia which never 
entered a museum. If a treasure or a coin had not been submitted to the 
authorities immediately after discovery, it was unlikely to be offered to a 
museum for fear of criminal investigation. For the same reason, infor-
mation about the provenance of coins submitted to museums, gold coins in 
particular, would often be fictitious: for instance, a coin would be described 
as a family heirloom inherited from grandparents.19 

Another relevant piece of legislation in Ukraine of the Soviet era other than 
the Civil Code was the Law “on the protection and use of historical and 
cultural monuments” (13 July 1978).20 It contained definitions of “antique-
ties” and provided for some form of private ownership of heritage objects, 
but with the reservation that “ancient objects” or antiquities (archaeology-
ical finds) are subject to state registration, needed for their “full identifi-
cation and assistance in their preservation”. 

Although Ukraine regained its independence in 1991, the regulations of the 
Soviet era remained in force until 1 January 2004. In the period between 
1992 and 1993, the government issued a series of documents explaining the 
process of submission of a treasure to the state and the payment of the 
remuneration, not much different from the Soviet model. At present the 
procedure of acquisition of a treasure is regulated by the Civil Code of 
Ukraine which entered into force on 1 January 2004. The Code defines a 
treasure thus: “money, currency values, other valuables buried in the 
ground or otherwise hidden, the owner of which is unknown or has lost the 
right of ownership by law”. A person who found such a treasure acquires 
ownership rights to it, unless the treasure was discovered on a property 
belonging to some other person. On the other hand, according to the same 

 
16 Rudyka 2011, p. 496. 
17 In order to save space, we only provide, when possible, the addresses of the cited 

Ukrainian legal acts on the Internet (Zakonodavstvo Ukraïny, https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/ 
laws/; accessed on 11.2.2022): https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1540-06/conv#Text, 
art. 140, part 2. 

18 Instruktsiia № 185, 19.12.1984. 
19 Revoniuk 2004, p. 14. 
20 https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/3600-09#Text. 

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1540-06/conv#Text,
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/3600-09#Text.
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law, a treasure of cultural value becomes the property of the state. The re-
muneration to which the finder of a treasure was entitled was lowered to 
at the most 20% of its value at the time of discovery, provided that the 
treasure had been reported immediately to the militia (police) or the local 
authorities and handed over. The remuneration might be divided in equal 
parts between the finder and the owner of the land where the treasure was 
found. The provisions of this article of the Civil Code do not apply to per-
sons who discovered the treasure during excavations carried out as part of 
their professional or contractual duties.21 Illegal appropriation of someone 
else’s property, including one having a historical value, or of a treasure is 
punishable by a fine of 50 times the amount of the minimum monthly 
income before tax, correctional labour of up to two years, or six months of 
detention.22 

This piece of legislation was criticised by Ukrainian lawyers and archaeol-
ogists,23 primarily for the lack of precision of terms used in it, and the dis-
cretionality which may arise as a result. This applies in particular to the 
method of determining the amount of the remuneration and the reference 
to the time the treasure was discovered — “immediately after”. This does 
not encourage the voluntary submission of finds to state institutions (all 
the museums belong to the state). For example, the last time the D. Yavor-
nytsky Historical Museum in Dnipro (fmr. Dnipropetrovsk) received a vol-
untarily offered treasure was in 1948.24 According to the current Civil Code 
a treasure becomes property of the state only if it represents some cultural 
value, otherwise it becomes the property of the finder. At the same time, 
the Code does not provide an explicit definition of “cultural value”; conse-
quently, the finder of a treasure is under no obligation to report its discov-
ery regardless of whether the treasure represents a cultural value or not.25 
As long as the economic situation in Ukraine remains unstable, it is only 
natural that finders prefer to sell the treasure rather than surrender it to 
the state for an insubstantial reward. The upshot of all this is that the “of-
ficial” route (i.e., submission of archaeological finds to museums complete 
with information about their provenance) is used very rarely. 

Cultural heritage protection in Ukraine is regulated today by two other 
laws: “On the Protection of Cultural Heritage”26 and “On the Protection of 
Archaeological Heritage”.27 They provide the following definition of what 
is “a monument of a cultural or an archaeological heritage” – an object 
listed in the State Register of Immovable Landmarks of Ukraine. This defi-

 
21 https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/435-15/conv#Text, art. 343. 
22 https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2341-14#Text, art. 193. 
23 Akulenko 2003; Revoniuk 2004, p. 16; Rudyka 2011, p. 502; Levada 2018. 
24 Revonyuk 2004, p. 16. 
25 Levada 2018. 
26 https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1805-14/conv#Text. 
27 https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1626-15/conv#Text. 

https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/435-15/conv#Text,
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/2341-14#Text,
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1805-14/conv#Text.
https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1626-15/conv#Text
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nition creates a legal loophole because, in contrast with the Soviet legisla-
tion, this law does not use the general terms “antiquities”, there is also the 
term “heritage monument”, understood as an object listed in the Register. 
However, from the legal and practical point of view it is impossible to prove 
the relationship between a specific item found in a private collection, a coin 
for instance, and a specific archaeological site entered in the Register. Be-
cause of this most collectors in Ukraine mostly declare that their collection 
contains no archaeological objects.28 This state of affairs had an extremely 
negative effect on the current level of coin finds recording in Ukraine. 

The use of metal detectors by amateurs to search for ancient artefacts goes 
back in Ukraine to the early 1990s but has spread the most over the last 
decade. To be sure, in 2010 the Ukrainian legislation did make it illegal using 
metal detectors without a special permit;29 only the possession itself of this 
device is not illegal. Taken together with the flaws in the legislation on the 
cultural heritage indicated earlier, this has led to a large-scale unrestrained 
metal detector use in Ukraine. This in turn generated a great market in 
antiquities, and led to the creation of a prodigious number of private col-
lections. The fact that none of these collections has been registered by the 
state significantly complicates tracing the circulation of antiques in the 
country and the registration of the monetary finds which enter these col-
lections. 

Created in 2005 the metal detector user site and internet auction Violity is 
currently the largest internet website for the exchange of information about 
finds of antiquities, their purchase and sale.30 The internet auction does not 
require sellers to confirm the legal origin of coins. On the contrary – selling 
or buying an item on Violity is sufficient evidence that a given item is legal. 
Occasionally, to confirm authenticity of an item, it comes under discussion 
on the forum. Hundreds of coins are published daily. In 2014, as part of an 
experiment, K. Myzgin, M. Ovcharenko, D. Filatov and M. Filatova down-
loaded, in just one year, from the general section “Numismatics” and from 
the section “Coins of Ancient states” on Violity nearly 36,000 ancient coins 
(only from single finds, not hoards). Archaeological fieldwork carried out 
that same year in Ukraine (including Crimea) yielded only 84 ancient coin 
finds. 

It goes without saying that most of the coin finds published and subse-
quently auctioned off on Violity derive from archaeological sites. Since this 
information is not given on the website, Violity cannot be said to violate 
the Ukrainian legislation. 

 
28 Levada 2018. 
29 Zakon Ukraїny “Pro okhoronu arkheologіchnoї spadshchyny” (Закон України “Про охорону 

археологічної спадщини”), as note 27, art. 10 (edition 9.9.2010). 
30 https://violity.com; https://forum.violity.com. 

https://violity.com;
https://forum.violity.com.
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As a direct consequence of the existence in Ukraine of a huge market in 
antiquities and the imperfections of the Ukrainian legislation they are 
smuggled out of the country. This applies in the first place to coins. One 
example are gold and gold-plated barbarian imitations of Roman coins. For 
instance, between 2019 and 2021 the Leu Numismatik auction house sold 
at three of its auctions 171 gold or gold-plated imitations.31 Today, thanks 
to the research of Ukrainian numismatists,32 and to the outcomes of the 
project IMAGMA33 it is known that at least 90% of these imitations were 
previously published and sold on the Ukrainian Violity forum, which means 
that in all likelihood they are Ukrainian finds smuggled across the border. 

The community of Ukrainian treasure hunters is mixed. Some of its mem-
bers are happy to share information about their finds, and sometimes even 
to hand them over to the state. The last such case has been a hoard of 
thirty-two silver coins of Kievan Rus found near Horodnytsa, a village in 
the Zhytomyr oblast.34 However, these are exceptional cases.  

So far, there is little scope for improving the Ukrainian legislation on the 
protection of its cultural heritage. One obstacle is the uncompromising 
attitude of the Archaeology Institute of the National Academy of Sciences 
of Ukraine to amateur finds, in line with the recommendation of the “Code 
of Ethics of a Professional Archaeologist”35 to avoid cooperating with col-
lectors or metal detectorists. Thus, such finds, even if confirmed, are not 
treated by archaeologists as a source, and sometimes their publication may 
be forbidden. Meanwhile, the registration of amateur finds is the only way 
to get bulk information about new coin finds. 
 
Conclusions 

The main legal acts in Ukraine and Poland have had quite similar repercus-
sions, and a similar rhythm and evolutionary direction, as they were largely 
the result of the imposition after the Second World War of the Soviet model, 
with its view that officials and the police are better equipped to manage 
heritage objects (archaeological and coin finds included) than the general 
public. And while the tenor of the legislation remained similar, substantial 
changes in the practice of finds recording were introduced after the fall of 
communism. In Poland, the activity of more efficient law enforcement au-
thorities and heritage protection officials, refusing to accept technological 

 
31 https://www.numisbids.com/n.php?p=sale&sid=3158&cid=94206; 

https://www.numisbids.com/n.php?p=sale&sid=4187&cid=127728; 
https://www.biddr.com/auctions/leu/browse?a=2018&c=43108 

32 Katalog varvarskikh podrazhaniĭ rimskim monetam, http://barbarous-imitations.narod.ru/. 
33 IMAGMA: Imagines Maiestatis. Barbarian Coins, Elite Identities and the Birth of Europe, https:// 

imagma.eu/ 
34 https://www.ukrinform.ru/rubric-culture/3089491-na-beregu-reki-sluc-nasli-klad-s- 

serebranymi-monetami-vremen-kievskoj-rusi.html  
35 Kodeks etyky profesiĭnoho arkheoloha. This document has only the nature of a recommen-

dation. 
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and social change, with time effectively brought the flow of reporting on 
finds almost to a standstill and the vast majority of these items enter illegal 
traffic, while attempts to use information about them put researchers in 
serious trouble. In Ukraine, as a result of trade in ancient and historical 
coins not being regulated by the State, these finds sometimes end up on the 
black market, but most of the time they can be registered and reclaimed for 
research. 
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FAMOUS NUMISMATISTS 

Jarosław Bodzek* 

STANISŁAW GRZEPSKI (GRZEBSKI, GREPSIUS) (1524-1570) 
AND HIS INTEREST IN ANCIENT NUMISMATICS 

The history of interest in ancient numismatics in Poland goes back to the 
Renaissance age and the Jagiellonian University in Krakow. Some of its 
professors were apparently the first Polish coin collectors and scholars fa-
miliar with ancient coins; one of them was definitely Maciej of Miechów 
(1457-1523), the author of Tractatus de duabus Sarmatiis Asiana et Europiana 
et de contentis in eis (1517). Another outstanding scholar was Stanisław 
Grzepski, or Grzebski (1524-1570; Fig. 1). 
 

       
Fig. 1. A medal commemorating Stanisław Grzepski (the arms of Mława on rev.) 
by Stanisława Wątróbska-Frindt, Polish Numismatic and Archaeological Society, 

Mława Branch, State Mint Warsaw, 1981. Silvered bronze. National Museum in Krakow, 
no. MNK VII-MdP 5404; from the collection of Ryszard Kiersnowski; donated 

by Teresa Kiersnowska, Małgorzata Brykczyńska and Hubert Kiersnowski. 

 
Born at Grzebsk (Grzepsk) in northern Mazovia to a noble family of strait-
ened means, he would be troubled by a lack of funds and financial difficul-
ties all his life. In the winter term of 1537-1538, Grzepski began his studies 
at the Krakow Academy (now, Jagiellonian University), and continued his 
education there until 1549, when during student riots he left the Academy 
and Krakow, like many of his fellow scholars. At first, he made his way 
abroad, to Wrocław in Silesia, and next returned to his native Grzebsk 
where he made a living as a private tutor. In 1551 he again ventured abroad, 
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to Königsberg, a major university centre, but there is no evidence of his 
official association with the university there. In 1553 he took up the post of 
rector of a school run by Moravian Brethren at Koźminek in Greater Poland, 
where he stayed until 1556. 

Grzepski’s itinerant life was largely the effect of the unsettled situation in 
Poland and of the Krakow Academy at a time when Protestant and Counter-
Reformation ideas and respective world-views were in collision. Sympa-
thetic at first to the Protestant movements, Stanisław Grzepski ultimately 
decided to return to Krakow and passed the bachelor’s degree exam there 
in 1557, after which he once again went back to Grzebsk. 

Finally, having returned to the Krakow Academy in 1562, he passed his 
master’s exam and obtained a degree in liberal arts. Starting from the sum-
mer term of that year, Stanisław Grzepski began giving lectures, at first, 
for free. In 1564, when classes were suspended due to an epidemic, he went 
to Warmia where he obtained the patronage of Cardinal Stanislaus Hosius. 
Next, after a brief stay in his native parts in 1565, he returned to Krakow 
and that same year became a member of Collegium Minus and was ap-
pointed in 1567 to the Collegium Maius as a Regius Professor. He would 
lecture at the Academy until his death in 1570. 

With an extensive and thorough education in the humanities, Grzepski was 
in the main a philologist – fluent in Latin, Greek and Hebrew – but was 
competent in philosophy, mathematics and geometry, a historian and a 
numismatist, as well as an enthusiast of Antiquity. He would acquire his 
knowledge and skills through direct contacts with leading intellectuals of 
that epoch, and also through self-study, primarily reading. He was fortu-
nate to come into contact with leading scholars of his age then active in 
Poland and its neighbours, although not all these connections are fully con-
firmed by the sources. Among them were Piotr Roizjusz (born Pedro Ruiz 
de Moros), Szymon Marycjusz, Jan of Trzciana, Andrzej Winkler, Wawrzyniec 
Discordia, Marcin Glossa, Pietro Illicino and Franciszek Stankar. 

Grzepski drew his knowledge from books, for the most part from his own 
library which he continued to expand all his life. Through reading he pre-
sumably became proficient in Greek and Hebrew. Grzepski bequeathed a 
part of his library to the Krakow University, another portion to the Jesuit 
college in Brunsberga (today: Braniewo), and the remainder to Gabriel of 
Szadek who later offered it the Jesuit college in Poznań. 

The evolution of Grzepski’s views and thinking was influenced the most by 
the great French humanist Guillaume Budé. While they never met in person, 
Grzepski had Budé’s works in his library: Commentarii linguae graecae (the 
1530 edition) and De asse et partibus eius (1514). Grzepski’s philosophical 
views, morals, ethics and the pursuit of knowledge and excellence in this 
regard, an ascetic life style not wholly imposed by his straitened means, 
made him stand out and won him the respect of friends, students and 
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acquaintances. One of these was Jan Kochanowski, the most outstanding 
poet of the Polish Renaissance, and Stanisław Miłoszewski, later secretary 
to the king. Having sided with the Reformation movement in his youth 
Grzepski in the end chose to keep to the Catholic Church. It seems that each 
time he had been discouraged by the religious dogmatism and partisanship 
which went counter to his own views and attitude. In his lectures Grzepski 
focused on explaining works of ancient Greek literature, many of them in-
troduced for the first time at the Krakow Academy. Among them were the 
writings of Hesiod, Herodotus, Pindar, Sophocles, Euripides, Xenophon, 
Isocrates, Demosthenes, Aristotle, Lucian and Plutarch. 

The written legacy of Grzepski is relatively modest and dates from the final 
decade of his life. It comprises three works. The earliest of these is a trans-
lation of two poems of Gregory of Nazianzus published in 1565: Duo poe-
mata Gregorii Nazianzeni (Krakow); dedicated to Cardinal Hosius, his patron, 
this work demonstrated Grzepski’s skill as a philologist and his views on 
ethics. His second work concerned geometry (Geometria, to jest miernicka 
nauka, po polsku krótko napisana z greckich i łacińskich ksiąg) and was pub-
lished in Krakow in 1566. This was the first Polish technical work to com-
bine a discussion of theory and practice. Grzepski’s interest in metrology is 
reflected also by his last and most extensive work, De multiplici siclo et ta-
lento hebraico. Item de mensuris, tam aridorum quam liquidorum, published in 
Antwerp by Christophe Plantin in 1568 (Fig. 2). Nevertheless, Grzepski had 
completed a large portion of this book before he wrote his “Geometry” 
when living in Mława in 1564-1565, having been inspired to address this 
subject by Guillaume Budé’s De asse (1514). 
Somewhat inconsistently with the title of his work Grzepski did not limit 
his discussion to the metrology of Hebrew units of measurement. He ex-
amined his subject against a broad comparative background, starting with 
Rome, through Greece, Near East, Egypt and concluding with references to 
the Polish metrology. Another subject addressed at more length in the same 
work were monetary systems, which makes De multiplici siclo … possibly the 
first Polish scholarly work on numismatics. Grzepski himself considered 
his study as a supplement and extension of Budé’s contribution. Not unex-
pectedly, he dedicated a chapter to the work of this French humanist. While 
in his analysis of metrological systems Grzepski primarily based on ancient 
sources, he nevertheless referred to modern authors, voicing occasionally 
views opposite to theirs. He supplemented his philological analysis of texts 
with what he knew of history and the material of interest (coins). 

Certainly, in his study of ancient numismatics Grzepski did not limit him-
self to theory. He had a small collection of ancient coins, and this he pre-
sumably used in his studies, possibly also as a teaching aid. Grzepski would 
donate some part of his collection to the University library. Unfortunately, 
no detailed list or a catalogue of this donation survives. The only brief ref-
erence at hand is to a gold coin of Philip of Macedon, and to a few Roman 
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Imperial silver coins. Their exact number and names of issuers are unknown. 
Grzepski himself mentions Roman denarii in his possession (De multiplici 
siclo …, p. 19). However, these references are too unforthcoming to identify 
the number of the Roman coins in Grzepski’s collection and their types. To 
this day, they have not been identified in the collection of the Jagiellonian 
University Museum, the successor to the tradition of the collections of the 
Jagiellonian Library. 
 

 
Fig. 2. Stanisław G, De multiplici siclo et talento hebraico. Item, 

de mensuris hebraicis, tam aridorum quam liquidorum (Antverpiæ, 1568); 
title page; National Museum in Krakow,  -.1630. 
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Grzepski’s interest extended to coins housed in other collections. In his De 
multiplici siclo … (pp. 42 and 94) he mentioned a gold coin in the collection 
of the Castellan Jan Krzysztof Tarnowski with a weight corresponding to 10 
aurei and the legend KAΛΛΙΜA-XOY. Other collectors of ancient coins were 
associated with the court of Castellan Tarnowski, e.g., the physician 
Stanisław Różanka. Presumably, Grzepski was in contact with at least some 
of these fellow numismatists. In his De multiplici siclo … he also referred to 
genuine and counterfeit gold and silver coins of Macedon. And, like other 
collectors of his day, Grzepski was aware of the discoveries of Roman coins 
on Polish soil. 

Grzepski’s intellect and achievements soon gained recognition in the Polish 
scholarship. The first biographies penned by scholars Szymon Starowolski 
and Jan Brożek date to the first half of the 17th century. Another wave of 
interest in the person of Grepsius occurred during the Enlightenment, fol-
lowed by the next one in the 20th century. However, only in the latest half 
century, thanks to Stefan Skowronek [2007], Andrzej Abramowicz [1981] 
and Czesław Horski [1974], the numismatic interests of Grzepski have been 
examined more in-depth. 
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TADEUSZ CZACKI (1765-1813)     
 
 
 

Tadeusz Czacki (Fig. 1) was born and died in Volhynia, the region where 
he also had lived much of his active life. Until the late 18th century, Volhy-
nia used to be a south-central province of the Polish-Lithuanian Common-
wealth, incorporated as a result of partitions into the Russian Empire, and 
lies at present in north-western Ukraine. 

Czacki was an outstanding historian, bibliophile, economist, lawyer, po-
litical activist and pedagogue. His wide-ranging interests which included 
history, law, economy, pedagogy and collecting led him to develop yet 
another passion – numismatics. 

As a young man Czacki was an active participant in the political and eco-
nomic life of the late reign of Stanislaus Augustus Poniatowski, the last 
king of Poland (1764-95). His professional life centred on institutions 
concerned with state finances – the Precious Metal Commission (Komisja 
Kruszcowa), and later, the Commission of the Treasury of the Crown (Ko-
misja Skarbu Koronnego). Czacki’s interest in currency, coinage and numis-
matics presumably dates back to this particular period. 

In July 1792, Czacki resigned from the Treasury Commission an engaged 
in large-scale bibliophile and collecting activity.1 Intending to dedicate 
himself to historiography he collected national memorabilia, historical 
sources and materials. He started to amass his impressive collection of 
books and manuscripts using different methods when still living in War-
saw, but also during his many inspections and visits paid to monastic and 
private family libraries.2 One of such visits in late 1792 was to the Bene-
dictine Abbey on the Święty KrzyŜ (Holy Cross) Mountain renowned for its 
library. It was there where the Kazania Świętokrzyskie (“The Holy Cross 
Sermons”) survived – a manuscript written in Polish thought to date to 
the first half of the 14th century. In this library Czacki came across a refer-
ence to the discovery in 1779, in the ruins of the old church there, of me-
dieval coins (a few of which he acquired for his numismatic collection), 
and another, of several dozen gold and a few hundred silver coins, alleg-
edly of Julius Caesar and Augustus.3 It is a reasonable guess that these 

 
* Warsaw University, Faculty of Archaeology; e: abursche@yahoo.com 
1 Danowska 2006, pp. 41-141. 
2 Ibid., pp. 150-61. 
3 Osiński 1851, pp. 29 & 133-4; Kolendo 1998b; Danowska 1999, pp. 47-8; Danowska 2006, 

pp. 154-5. 
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references are what sparked Czacki’s interest in coin finds that he would 
continue to develop in the years to come. He used the second of these 
records some years later when he wrote his textbook on the subject of 
coinage in Poland and Lithuania,4 one of the first numismatic studies in 
Polish intended for the pupils of the school at Krzemieniec. 

 

        

Fig. 1. Silver medal with a bust of Tadeusz Czacki, dated 1809, by Carl Meissner 
and Fëdor Pëtrovich Tolstoĭ. Auction house Warszawskie Centrum Numizmatyczne, 

Sale no. 41, 14 November 2009, lot 983, scale 80% 
source: https://wcn.pl/archive/41_0983?q=czacki (accessed 20.9.2021). 

 

In 1795 Czacki brought his collections to his family estate at Poryck in 
Volhynia (now Pavlivka in Ukraine) housing them in a separate dedicated 
building. His library alone numbered c. 4,000 manuscripts, 12,000 vol-
umes of works by Polish authors, 34,000 foreign, c. 20,000 pamphlets, al-
most 500 maps and engravings. There was also a collection of 1,653 coins 
and medals, 84 works of art and curiosities, and a wealth of other memo-
rabilia.5 

When the Polish state ceased to exist, abolished by Russia, Austria and 
Prussia, Czacki helped to establish the Warsaw Society of Letters (Towa-
rzystwo Warszawskie Przyjaciół Nauk) and was an active member of this 
organisation founded in 1800 and operating under different names until 
its disestablishment by the Russian authorities in 1832.6 For its entire 
duration the Society promoted learning and sciences and helped to keep 
Polish culture alive. It had its own numismatic collection, amassed mostly 
from donations, which included many coins from finds made on the terri-
tory of the defunct Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth. 

 
4 O rzeczy mennicznej w Polsce i Litwie, Czacki 1835, p. 19; Kolendo 1998b. 
5 Kolendo 1998c, p. 146; Danowska 1999, p. 50; Danowska 2006, pp. 184-91. 
6 Danowska 2006, pp. 201-11. 
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The Roczniki (Annals) published by the Society, numerous publications con-
tributed by its eminent members (e.g., J.Ch. Albertrandi and J. Lelewel), and 
surviving archival sources, all prove that since its early days the Society 
attached a great importance to numismatics, the recording of coin finds in 
particular.7 

Czacki’s monumental study in two volumes, possibly his best known con-
tribution: “On Lithuanian and Polish laws”, republished twice and trans-
lated into Russian, contains an extensive chapter on Polish and Lithuani-
an coinage.8 Having the nature of a separate comprehensive monograph 
of Polish numismatics, the chapter gives a review of the main denomina-
tions, and includes a fascinating reference to Roman silver coins discov-
ered on Polish soil, most of which were melted down by goldsmiths, and 
known to the common people as “St. John’s heads”.9 Czacki provided 
more details in a supplement to this chapter: Wykład monet polskich i litew-
skich (“Polish and Lithuanian coins explained”) and thirteen plates of 
illustrations, with 215 copperplate images of the obverse and reverse of 
coins dated from Antiquity to 1794, the work of Aleksander Orłowski, a 
respected artist of that period. There is also a table showing the converted 
values of coins, 1300-1786.10 In volume II, Czacki included a section on 
finds of Kufic coins from Lithuania (“A plate illustrating Kufic coins un-
earthed in Lithuania herein explained, regarded by the common folk as 
tokens of a pact with the Devil”), complete with prints of the obverse and 
reverse of nine coins, the work of Jan Ligber.11 The whole publication con-
firms Czacki’s erudition and his command of the subject.12 

Even so, Czacki is best known as a pedagogue, the organiser and co-
founder, in 1805, of the Volhynian Gymnasium at Krzemieniec (now Kre-
menets in Ukraine; Fig. 2), described on occasion as “Volhynian Athens”. 
Czacki’s dream, which partly came true, was for the school to serve as a 
major, well-appointed and respected centre of research on a university 
level. Czacki planned to supplement the already ambitious curriculum 
with lectures on archaeology, antiquities and numismatics. With this in 
mind, after some lengthy negotiations in 1805, he purchased the great 
library of King Stanislaus Augustus (15,580 items), the royal collection of 
coins and medals, complete with a separate numismatic library (221 vol-
umes). The most valuable part of the royal collection were 8,000 ancient 
coins, including a large group of gold specimens, many of them definitely 
deriving from Polish finds. 

 
7 Kolendo 1998a; Kolendo 1998c, p. 144. 
8 Czacki 1800-1801, vol. I, pp. 111-78. 
9 Ibid., p. 112, note 530. 
10 Ibid., pp. i-xxvii. 
11 Ibid., vol. II, I-VI + pl. XIV between pp. 140 and 141, Wykład tablicy monet kuficznych 

znajdowanych w Litwie, od gminu zakładem przymierza z czartem nazwanych. 
12 Wrzosek 1913; Danowska 1999, p. 48; Danowska 2006, pp. 214-19. 
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The Krzemieniec collection continued to expand thanks to donations from 
private benefactors, including T. Czacki himself, whereas Sebastian Badeni 
offered twenty gold medals with portraits of Polish kings, minted in the 
late reign of Stanislaus Augustus, rescued from recasting in 1794. The list 
of donators includes names of leading Polish intellectuals and members of 
the aristocracy. In late 1810 the Krzemieniec collection reportedly num-
bered more than 16,000 coins, about half of them ancient issues. Also 
included in the same collection were 335 impressions made from Greek, 
Roman and modern engraved gems, and a group of valuable seals offered 
by Count Stanisław Kostka Potocki.13  

The numismatic collection in Krzemieniec surpassed all other early 19th-
century collections in Poland when it comes to the number of coins. It 
served as an object of study for scholars respected for their contribution 
to numismatics as e.g., Joachim Lelewel and Tadeusz Czacki himself. The 
library at Krzemieniec was similarly well provided with literature on nu-
mismatic subjects. Next to the collection of books and manuscripts of Sta-
nislaus Augustus, T. Czacki had brought to Krzemieniec quite a few other 
numismatic works. The cabinet of coins and medals was made available 
by the school not only to its teachers and pupils, but – on Sunday after-
noons – also to visitors. As was traditional during that age, the walls of 
the Cabinet were decorated with archaeological artefacts, as well as with 
Greek and Latin inscriptions, some of them deriving from the region of 
Ruse (Roman Sexaginta Prista), now in Bulgaria, and Olbia, now in Ukraine.14 

After 1828 the fortunes of the Krzemieniec collection, including the royal 
collection, took a turn for the worse: it was transferred to the University 
in Vilna, and next, after the failure of the November Uprising, was handed 
over by the Russian authorities to Saint Vladimir University established in 
Kyïv in 1834, and subsequently placed in the Kyïv Monastery of the Caves. 
For reasons unknown the collections were not returned to Poland under 
the Treaty of Riga concluded after the Polish-Bolshevik war of 1920, un-
like many treasures of the Polish national cultural heritage confiscated at 
the time of the Partitions of Poland which survived on the territory of 
Soviet Russia.15 Today much of the Krzemieniec collections, including ma-
nuscripts and books, is in the National Museum of the History of Ukraine 
in Kyïv. 

Wishing to instil in the pupils of the Krzemieniec school an interest in 
numismatics, in 1810 Czacki wrote a textbook on the coinage of Poland 
and Lithuania (O rzeczy menniczej w Polsce i Litwie). Originally intended for 
publication by J. Zawadzki in Vilna, in the Russian partition, this textbook 
ultimately came out in 1835 in the Free City of Cracow, more than twenty 

 
13 Wrzosek 1913; Kolendo 1998c; Danowska 1999, pp. 48-50; Danowska 2006, pp. 262-325. 
14 Kolendo 1998c, pp. 147 & 149. 
15 Danowska 1999, p. 53. 
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years after Czacki’s death, and in 1845 in Poznań, in the Prussian parti-
tion.16 In his treatise Czacki explained the object of numismatics, the uses 
of this academic discipline and its connection to economy, describing its 
evolution and introducing the figures of known collectors and scholars 
(with a list of numismatists active in late 18th and early 19th century); he 
quoted numerous sources and extended his discussion of metal coins also 
to leather and paper money. More than once Czacki refers to the coins and 
medals housed in the Krzemieniec collection. His treatise was a ground-
breaking, ambitious attempt to present the history of coinage in Poland in 
the context of Europe. In his work Czacki listed finds of ancient and medi-
eval coins recovered on the territory of the defunct Polish-Lithuanian 
Commonwealth, both hoards and single finds. He recorded not only the 
region and circumstances of their discovery, and their date of issue but 
also the source of information about these finds and their subsequent 
fate. In this Czacki may be recognized as a forerunner of Polish studies in 
coin finds.17 Information about coin finds contained in Czacki’s study has 
since been used in relevant catalogues, with questions raised by some 
discoveries analysed in detail. A case in point is the hoard of Roman coins 
from the Holy Cross Mountain attributed to Julius Caesar and Augustus, 
another case are finds of Celtic coins from the region of the town of Zator 
in southern Poland.18 

Tadeusz Czacki died on 8 February 1813 at Dubno (now Dubno, Ukraine) of  
typhoid fever, spread to the area by Napoleon’s armies retreating from 
Moscow.19 His library and collections, once housed in Poryck, were pur-
chased by Prince Adam Jerzy Czartoryski in 1818 and then passed to the 
Czartoryski Museum in Puławy.20 

 

 

 

 

 
16 Czacki 1835; Czacki 1845. 
17 Czacki 1835, vol. 1, pp. 15-18; Czacki 1845, pp. 374-8; cf. Wrzosek 1913; Kolendo 1998c, 

pp. 146-7; Danowska 1999, p. 49; Danowska 2006, pp. 301-2. 
18 Kolendo 1999-2000. 
19 Danowska 2006, pp. 327-9. 
20 Ibid., p. 331. 
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JOACHIM LELEWEL (1786–1861) 
 
 
 
Joachim Lelewel – great Polish patriot, notable historian, respected numis-
matist – was a scholar of broad interests. Next to ancient history1 his stud-
ies extended to the medieval and early modern age. Other interests included 
bibliography and cartography, historical geography, numismatics and the 
history of coinage and its circulation, from the ancient through to the mod-
ern age.2 In his studies – and this was new for his times – Lelewel had a 
preference for an in-depth and impartial criticism of historical sources, 
and took interest in social issues. Not limiting himself to the written 
sources he drew on the results of archaeological work3 and published coin 
finds. This occasionally brought him into conflict with other scholars who 
tended to focus on mere descriptions of events. According to his contem-
poraries Joachim Lelewel aspired to an in-depth and modern approach to 
history.4 While Poland’s past was his main concern he took interest also in 
the history of India, Scandinavian countries and Spain. 

 

      

Fig. 1. A portrait medal of Joachim Lelewel commissioned by the Polish Archaeological and 
Numismatic Society, Łódź Branch, State Mint Warsaw. Design: Jerzy Jarnuszkiewicz. 

Bronze. Collections of the Museum of Archaeology and Ethnography of Łódź (scale 75%). 

 
* Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology, Polish Academy of Sciences, Łódź. 
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1 Zawadzki 1952. 
2 From a very rich literature, see e.g.: Haisig 1961. 
3 Abramowicz 1991, pp. 13-6 & 19-30. 
4 Abramowicz 1968, p. 214; Więckowska 1980, p. 16. 
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Joachim Lelewel (Fig. 1) pursued his scholarly activities during a singular 
period in the history of Poland – after the loss of its independence and 
during a struggle by Poles to regain it. At first Lelewel was active mainly in 
Warsaw, then in the autonomous Kingdom of Poland, and in Vilna, incor-
porated into Russia – he had studied in Vilna (starting from 1804), and 
began his research and teaching in that city. Between 1815 and 1819 he gave 
lectures on general history at what was still the Polish University of Vilna, 
and in 1819-1821 he resided in Warsaw where he was associated with the 
Warsaw University Library (lecturing in history and giving a course in bib-
liography at the Department of Sciences and Fine Arts). In 1821 he returned 
to Vilna where he obtained the degree of full professor and, a year later, he 
took up the Chair of History of the university there. In 1824 he was removed 
from this post by the authorities for promoting patriotic views. After the 
defeat of the November Uprising in 1831 (at which time he was a member 
of the National Government) he emigrated to France. Forced by the French 
authorities to leave, he took up residence in Brussels, Belgium.5 

Joachim Lelewel’s interest in coins and in the history of coinage started in 
his family home. His father, Karol Maurycy Lelewel (1748-1830), in 1778-
1794 treasurer general of the National Education Commission (institution 
central for the Polish education), had built up a coin collection, which he 
subsequently offered to the Warsaw University Library. He is credited with 
passing his interest in numismatics on to his sons. Joachim’s younger 
brother, Prot (1790-1884) recalled the lessons learned from his father’s 
collection and his guidance. He went on to write a well-informed report 
about archaeological discoveries made near the family estate at Wola Cy-
gowska.6 

One of the professors of the Vilna University was Ernest Groddeck (1762-
1825), a graduate of the University of Göttingen. His lectures on the Greek 
language and literature included references to archaeology and numismat-
ics of ancient Greece and Rome.7 Their impact on young Joachim Lelewel is 
evident, and for many years to come he would remain in correspondence 
with E. Groddeck, sharing his professor’s view that numismatics is a branch 
of philology, in a broad sense of this term. 

J. Lelewel put his knowledge of numismatics to good use in the Krzemieniec 
Gymnasium (later, Volhynian Lyceum), established by Tadeusz Czacki 
(1765-1813; see A. Bursche, in this volume), where he worked from March 
1809 until December 1810.8 The Lyceum had among its resources some of 
the holdings from the coin collection of King Stanislaus Augustus (1732-
1798), who had reigned in 1764-1795. During his stay in Krzemieniec, 

 
5 See Wysokińska & Pirard 1987. 
6 Lelewel 1966, p. 42; Kolendo 1986, pp. 41-7. 
7 Oko 1936, pp. 402-4; Abramowicz 1992, pp. 6-8. 
8 Kolendo 1998b, p. 145. 
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J. Lelewel devoted himself to some duties associated with numismatic ma-
terials; he took part in unpacking and organising the royal collection. For 
many years to come he would be in correspondence with F. Skarbek-Rudzki, 
the curator of the numismatic collection in Krzemieniec.9 

In 1822 Joachim Lelewel returned to Vilna. As a lecturer at its University he 
continued to pursue his interest in numismatics. This discipline became a 
fixed element of his university lectures. These enjoyed a great popularity at 
time, drawing an audience of nearly 400 students. In Vilna, J. Lelewel stud-
ied engraving with J. Saunders, another lecturer of the University of Vilna. 
He put the skills acquired at the time to good use when preparing illustra-
tions to his later works on numismatics. 

A likely turning point in the numismatic interests of Joachim Lelewel10 came 
with the discovery in 1824 of a hoard of early medieval coins at Trzebuń (in 
Stara Biała commune, Płock district, Mazowieckie voivodship).11 This treas-
ure included Arabic, Sasanian, German, Czech, Moravian, English and 
Scandinavian coins. The study of these coins led J. Lelewel to develop an 
interest in Sasanian and Islamic coins. This is suggested by remarks found 
in his correspondence (three letters addressed to F. Skarbek-Rudzki, his 
acquaintance from Krzemieniec) on the subject of the hoard from Orsza 
(today’s Vorsha, Belarus) discovered in 1822.12 Upon his return to Warsaw 
in 1824 Lelewel engaged in ordering the numismatic collection of the War-
saw Society of Letters.13 

Living in exile, Joachim Lelewel continued developing his numismatics 
studies (Fig. 2). Their results became especially noticeable after his depar-
ture from France, which he did ostentatiously on foot. On his way to Bel-
gium, he met with local bibliophiles and coin collectors, and inspected 
some numismatic collections.14 In August 1833 at Abbeville, he paid a visit 
to Jacques Boucher de Perthes (1788-1868), recognized as the founder of 
the French prehistoric archaeology. The two outstanding researchers were 
brought closer by their interest in numismatics, as suggested by the con-
tents of their correspondence.15 At Abbeville, J. Lelewel examined the family 
collection of coins amassed by Jacques and his father. He made drawings of 
some pieces which had attracted his interest. Some coins were offered to 
him and he received them with the intention of passing them on to the 
 
 

 
9 Kolendo 1998b, pp. 143 and 146. 
10 See Abramowicz 1992, p. 9. 
11 Lelewel 1826; Gorlińska et al. 2015, pp. 445-55, no. 181. 
12 Lelewel 1835, part 3, p. 83; Kolendo 1973. 
13 Grabski 1961; Kolendo & Męclewska 1987; Kolendo 1998a. 
14 Lelewel 1835, pp. ii-iv & xii. 
15 Abramowicz 1974, pp. 108-113; Abramowicz 1993, pp. 5-8; Abramowicz 1997. 
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museum in Warsaw.16 In the political situation of the time sending a dona-
tion directly to Warsaw was not possible; ultimately, J. Lelewel submitted 
these coins to the Ghent University.17 In his Numismatique du Moyen-Age he 
thanked J. Boucher de Perthes for his hospitality.18 

 

 
Fig. 2. Joachim Józef Benedykt Lelewel, engraving by J[ózef] Ł[oskoczyński] (1857-1928). 

Tygodnik Illustrowany. 1886, no. 178, p. 337. 
 

 
16 Abramowicz 1974, p. 108 – a letter from J. Boucher de Perthes to M…, dated 1833. 
17 Abramowicz 1974, p. 17. 
18 Lelewel 1835, pp iii & xii. 
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Another significant encounter at Abbeville was with the librarian and bib-
liographer F.-C. Louandre.19 In 1835 Joachim Lelewel published his work 
Numismatique du Moyen-Age considérée sous le rapport du type; accompagnée 
d’un atlas composé de tables chronologiques, de cartes géographiques et de 
figures de monnaies gravées sur cuivre in Belgium (Paris and Bruxelles). The 
reception of this book is confirmed eloquently by the list of its subscribers. 
Another notable contribution by J. Lelewel was an article on Polish coinage 
featured in La Pologne illustrée by L. Chodźko, published in Paris in 1843, 
republished, in Polish, in pamphlet form (O monecie polskiej…) in Poznań in 
1862. Presenting the history of Polish coinage from its beginnings until the 
18th century Lelewel drew on materials from Poland. This publication 
demonstrates the research method presented in Lelewel’s Numismatique du 
Moyen-Age. One characteristic footnote in this work contains a reference to 
Tadeusz Wolański (1785-1865), a known collector of antiquities active in 
Greater Poland20 and his collection of Polish coins which included speci-
mens described by J. Lelewel as “made by some wit to fool the gullible”. A 
contribution which may be said to encapsulate Joachim Lelewel’s studies 
of the Polish coinage is his work Pieniądze Piastów.21 

In concerning himself with the Middle Ages J. Lelewel did not turn his back 
on earlier coinage, publishing Etudes numismatiques et archéologiques, pre-
mier volume, Type gaulois, ou celtique, Bruxelles 1841. Lelewel is rightly 
counted among the pioneers of Celtic numismatics.22 

He died in Paris and was buried in Montmartre Cemetery. In 1929 his 
remains were taken to Vilna and buried in Rossa (Rasa) cemetery. 
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KAZIMIERZ STRONCZYŃSKI (1809-1896) 

 

 
Fig. 1. Kazimierz Stronczyński. A photograph from 

the collections of the Museum in Piotrków Trybunalski 

Kazimierz Jakub Stronczyński (Fig. 1) was born in Piotrków (now, Piotrków 
Trybunalski), on 26 July 1809.1 His father, Wincenty Stronczyński (1778-
1869), was a soldier in the Napoleonic armies, a commissary of General 
Louis Friant. He also worked at the Bank of Poland2 and as a tutor of sons 
of Feliks Łubieński, Minister of Justice in the Duchy of Warsaw.3 In a later 
period, starting from 1842, Wincenty Stronczyński served as a justice of the 
peace of the District of Piotrków. Kazimierz received his early schooling at 

 
* Museum of Archaeology and Ethnography, Łódź; e: piotr.chabrzyk@maie.lodz.pl. 
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urzędowego w roku 1853, 1854, p. 73. 
3 Kuczyński 2006, p. 366. 
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Pajęczno, and subsequently, between 1817 and 1823, in Piotrków in a lower 
secondary school of the Piarist Order, with a year’s break when he attended 
a school in Wieluń.4 The first reference to the young scholar appears in a 
supplement to the Gazeta Warszawska of 8 August 1818, where the Stron-
czyński brothers, Kazimierz and Felix, of the first form, receive an honor-
ary mention for progress in studies.5 Stronczyński completed his secondary 
education in 1825 when he passed his matriculation exam at a Piarist school 
in Warsaw. That same year he enrolled in the University of Warsaw Faculty 
of Philosophy, department of natural sciences.6 He completed his univer-
sity studies in 1828 and took up employment in the Voivodeship School of 
Practical Pedagogy in Warsaw as a teacher of nature sciences and chemistry 
in a Sunday Crafts School. As a proponent of the Polish Positivism he was 
not in favour of the armed struggle against the Russian Partitioning power 
and did not join in the November Uprising. On March 1831 he found employ-
ment at the Bank of Poland. 

The first proof of Stronczyński’s interest in numismatics is a manuscript 
dated 1831 on the results of a search made of the Public Records of the 
Kingdom of Poland where he identified all manner of documents concerned 
with the Polish coinage.7 While making his way up the ranks at the Bank of 
Poland he did not neglect zoology. In 1835 he published Rozrywki entomo-
logiczne dla młodzieży (“Entomology to entertain the youth”).8 In 1836 he 
started working at the Heralds Office of the Kingdom of Poland attached to 
the Second Council of State. The purpose of this office was to confirm noble 
status through a thorough analysis of documentary evidence to establish a 
noble pedigree. The work on these documents led Stronczyński to develop 
interest in another area — palaeography. Its effect was the publication in 
1839 of a book containing the drawings of documents and seals from 1228-
1536.9 In the following years Stronczyński would publish a work on mam-
mals and a re-edition of a Polish manual on bird hunting from 1584. In a 
later period, the main focus of his activity was on art history and numis-
matics. Most likely, these interests had been influenced by Felix Bent-
kowski, the father of Klementyna, whom Kazimierz Stronczyński married 
in 1834. Professor Bentkowski established the Coin Cabinet of the Royal 
University of Warsaw, and was an author of a catalogue of medals found in 
university collections.10 An apparent breakthrough for Stronczyński came 
in 1844, when he was put at the head of a Delegation entrusted with making 
a comprehensive inventory of monuments found on the territory of the 
(Congress) Kingdom of Poland. In the course of nine years the Delegation 

 
4 Stronczyński 1884, pp. 208-241. 
5 Dodatek do Gazety Warszawskiej, no. 63, 8 August 1818, p. 1678. 
6 Bieliński 1912, p. 278. 
7 Stronczyński, MS. 
8 Stronczyński 1835. 
9 Stronczyński 1839. 
10 Bentkowski 1830. 
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completed descriptions and illustrations of monuments found in 386 local-
ities.11 Despite his many activities, Kazimierz Stronczyński did not give up 
his numismatic interests and in 1847 he published his first and most 
influential work on numismatics: Coinage of the Piasts from the earliest age 
until 1300 explained through the analysis of contemporary sources and excavated 
evidence with a comparison of coin types (Fig. 2).12 

 
Fig. 2. Title page of Stronczyński’s work published in 1847: Coinage of the Piasts  

from the earliest age until 1300. Library of the Numismatics Department 
of the Archaeological and Ethnographic Museum of Łódź. 

 
11 His work in several volumes: Kazimierza Stronczyńskiego opisy i widoki zabytków w Kró-

lestwie Polskim (1844-1855) was published in 2009-2014 by the National Centre for Re-
search and Documentation of Monuments and the National Institute of Cultural Heritage.  

12 Stronczyński 1847. 



46 

The extent to which Polish numismatics had been in need of a similar work 
is suggested by a passage in the writings of Joachim Lelewel, also a distin-
guished historian and coin expert: (…) However, when it comes to the Piast 
[coinage] they have been overtaken by Kazimirz Stronczyński. Driven by an 
impassioned urge, armed with a sharp and penetrating eye, he was the first to 
recognize the freshly discovered resources in a certain order. Thanks to his per-
severing alacrity we have been informed about the recovery of multiple hoards 
lost underground, about the many pennies and bracteates; he examined their 
types, juxtaposed together, differentated between them, indicated their source, 
pointed out the faults and misguidances of others, attributed some small stray 
coins to Poland, making a review and putting in order the entirety of its medieval 
numismatics (…)13 and: (…) All of a sudden, for a few years now, the stock of 
unearthed pennies and bracteates has opened up laborious means for a diligent 
analysis. The first travails in this regard, have been undertaken with an exem-
plary precision by Kazimirz Stronczyński, in his work “Coinage of the Piasts”. For 
his dispatch he has earned an ivy crown! Only for a few days now have I held this 
inestimable work in my hands. Overjoyed to see it, I am amazed by the singular 
proficiency in analysing and ordering the types.14 

Stronczyński divided his work into several parts. In the introduction he 
presented the state of research in Polish coinage, and referred to the subject 
literature published to date. The first part addresses the primary written 
sources known to Stronczyński, containing the earliest references to the 
origins of Polish coinage. Based on them he tried to establish the date of 
the first use of the minting rights in Piast Poland and those who held them. 
In the next part of Coinage of the Piasts, Stronczyński addressed a task of key 
importance from the point of view of numismatic studies: the analysis of 
hoards and their contents. At the same time, he drew attention to research 
problems associated with the analysis of incomplete hoards and hoards 
forged by dishonest dealers by adding spurious specimens. He analysed a 
total of thirty-two hoards available to him, ordering the numismatic mate-
rial by names of rulers read on the coins, and attributing them to individual 
rulers. Groups of pennies ordered in this manner were compared to coins 
from Czech mints, which led him to conclude that Polish engravers looked 
for ready patterns to the coins of their southern neighbour. This method 
made it much easier for Stronczyński to order his material chronologically. 
The accuracy of his observations to this day commands respect and admi-
ration. The vast majority of coins were attributed by Kazimierz Stron-
czyński to the correct ruler, while his method of analysis of collective finds 
is applicable also to in present day research. 

While pursuing his research, Stronczyński did not neglect his official duties, 
and in 1862 took the position of director of the administrative office of the 
Ministry of Religious Denominations and Public Education; two years later 

 
13 Lelewel 1851, p. 334. 
14 Ibid., p. 149. 
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he was appointed a member of the Warsaw Departments of the Russian 
Governing Senate15 (the Supreme Court for the Kingdom of Poland). When 
the Third Council of State was abolished, he retired in 1867 in the rank of 
senator.16 After returning to his native parts he dedicated himself fully to 
numismatics, heraldry and collecting. He published minor contributions in 
scholarly journals, e.g., Wiadomości Numizmatyczno-Archeologiczne, Biblio-
teka Warszawska, Przegląd Bibliograficzno-Archeologiczny, and in the Piotr-
ków local periodical Tydzień.17 

The key task which Kazimierz Stronczyński set himself late in life was 
improving and expanding his work Coinage of the Piasts. In a letter written 
to his friend Romuald Hube on 15 September 1872 he reported that: (…) 
Alteration and supplementation of my earlier work on the Piast coinage is now-
adays almost the order of the day, and my work to this end is already much 
advanced. It might even have been completed a long time ago were it not for the 
whim which took me to include sigillography, and to address in brief other parts 
of our archaeology as well.(…) The whole will be much larger and brought up to 
the year 1506, that is, to the complete coin reform in the reign of King Sigismun-
dus I.18 Evidence that the work on this book was nearing completion is found 
also in a letter of 17 June 1875 from Karol Beyer, a distinguished Warsaw 
photographer, to Count Emeryk Hutten-Czapski, where it is noted that 
Stronczyński came to visit him in Warsaw and brought: (…) his nearly com-
plete work on the Polish numismatics brought up to Sigismundus I, from the 
earliest times.19 Karol Beyer was helping Stronczyński illustrate this book. 
Sadly, the death of the photographer in 1877 interrupted this nearly com-
plete work, intended for publication by the Cracow Academy of Learning. 
Ultimately the three volumes of Dawne monety polskie dynastyi Piastów i 
Jagiellonów, covering coins from the Piast period until 1586, came out in 
print only in 1883-1885, through Stronczyński’s own efforts. It was pub-
lished in Piotrków,20 the town where the author’s busy life would come to 
an end on 10 November 1896 (Fig. 3).21 

Kazimierz Stronczyński was a pioneer in many areas of research, taking an 
innovative approach which was far ahead of his time. The effect of his many-
sided activities are not only his publications, but also research methods 
which still find application in numismatic studies. 

 
15 AGAD 186 III, Rada Stanu Królestwa Polskiego, sygn. 110, pp. 250-1; Suchodolski 2005, 

p. 5. 
16 Kuczyński 2005, p. 368. 
17 Śliwińska & Stupkiewicz 1972, pp. 169-70. 
18  A letter from Kazimierz Stronczyński of 15 September 1872, Hube, MS, t. 8, f. 496. 
19 Triller 1991, p. 93. 
20 Stronczyński 1883-1885. 
21 Czyżewski 2019, p. 184. 
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Fig. 3. Gravestone of the Stronczyński family in the Old Roman Catholic Cemetery 

in Piotrków Trybunalski 
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FAMOUS COLLECTORS 

Piotr Jaworski* 

KING STANISLAUS AUGUSTUS (1732-1798) 
 

 
Fig. 1. Stanislas Auguste Roy de Pologne [...], stipple engraving, by A. Fogg, 

from a painting of M. Bacciarelli (Pall Mall: E. Harding, 1798). 
Biblioteka Narodowa (National Library), Warsaw, inv. no. .10499. Photo Polona. 

The last monarch of Poland was born as Stanisław Antoni Poniatowski into 
the family of a new aristocracy devoted to the cause of the reformation of 
the Republic of the Two Nations. The reign of Stanislaus Augustus (Fig. 1), 
elected king in 1764, coincided with hard times – the state was foundering, 
torn by internal conflict, exposed to the expansion of neighbouring powers, 
stripped of its territory on three occasions, and lost its national sovereignty 
in 1795. Essentially controlled from Russia, with little influence on the 
destiny of his country, the king took an active part in the last attempt made 
to repair the State which was the enactment of the Constitution of 3 May 
1791 – the first modern written national constitution in Europe. Forced to 
abdicate in 1795 he moved to Grodno, and next to Petersburg, where he died 
suddenly on 12 February 1798.1 
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Unable to play the role of a strong monarch Stanislaus Augustus dedicated 
a significant part of his activity to the idea of promoting progress of scien-
ces and arts, envisioning the multinational Republic taking its place among 
the enlightened nations of Europe.2 He made a major contribution in this 
field, spending prodigious sums expended from his private resources, 
which ultimately led him into disastrous debts. One of the main areas of his 
cultural activity was royal patronage extended over artists and scientists.3 
Political events prevented the king from achieving his ambitious plans of 
establishing on a model of other European countries a museum of fine arts 
or an academy of fine arts, using as their core his own collection of paint-
ings and sculpture, scientific cabinets and library, housed mostly in the 
interiors of the Warsaw Castle. 

The future king bought the first painting for his collection in Brussels in 
1748 when he was only sixteen. In Paris the young Poniatowski made his 
first contacts with artists and scholars, e.g., the painter Maurice-Quentin 
de La Tour (1704-1788) and Jean-Jacques Barthélemy (1716-1795), who, as 
the king would recollect, had liked the enthusiasm with which Poniatowski 
examined ancient and modern coins belonging to the king of France shown 
to him in the Paris Cabinet de Médailles.4 After his election, King Stanislaus 
Augustus steadily matured as a collector, increasingly aware of the aims of 
his pursuits, carried out on a wider scale and in a fairly regular manner 
although, naturally, within the constraints of external factors. At the end 
of his life the collections amassed by the king comprised e.g., 2,289 paint-
ings, c. 30,000 prints, over 18,000 coins and medals, of which c. 8,400 were 
of ancient, 9,400 of modern issue,5 a library of 15,000-20,000 volumes,6 a 
dactyliotheca of several hundred engraved gems7 and a number of sculp-
tures, plaster casts and gem impressions. In addition, there were mineral-
ogy, astronomy and antiquities cabinets. What is notable, the collections of 
Stanislaus Augustus, rather than being the work of several generations of 
royalty, had been accumulated by their owner from scratch. Therefore, in 
assessing the value of what was in the second half of the 18th century the 
largest art collection in Poland, one must go beyond a simple summation 
of the number of objects, or their material and scientific value, as in this 
respect it was inferior to the many collections formed by longstanding 
European royal courts. For a more balanced assessment we need to take 
account of the political, social and cultural context of the king’s collecting 
activity in the twilight years of Poland. 

 
2 Fabre 1952. 
3 Mańkowski 1976; Manikowska 2007. 
4 Neverov 1984, p. 47. 
5 Męclewska 2019b, p. 248; cf. Męclewska 2019a, p. 309. 
6 Łaskarzewska 2001, p. 220. 
7 Mikocki 1991, p. 19; Neverov 1984. 
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True to the spirit of his age, a special place in the artistic interests of Sta-
nislaus Augustus was occupied by Antiquity, although the king himself had 
never visited Italy. He would make his purchases acting through antiquity 
dealers, private contacts and a circle of trusted artists and scholars who 
while travelling abroad acquired items on his behalf.8 Some objects the king 
had received as gifts, being ready to respond in kind, or acquired them by 
buying up private collections, complete or their fragments. The principal 
function of the royal collections of antiquities was ornamental, but also to 
preserve and educate.9 

Stanislaus Augustus started expanding his cabinet des médailles soon after 
his coronation: in 1767 he purchased the collection of Johann Benjamin 
Steinhäuser, followed by the collection formed by Feliks Łubieński (1758-
1848) in 1770-1773 as a youth on his travels in Italy under the tutelage of 
Jan Chrzciciel Albertrandy (1731-1808). This was the start of the king’s 
longstanding cooperation with the latter. This outstanding polyhistor and 
connoisseur of antiquities, later a bishop and first chairman of the Warsaw 
Society of Letters, was soon appointed the custodian of the scientific col-
lections in the Warsaw Castle and devoted much time to enlarge and study 
the collections of the coins and medals cabinet and library.10 He expanded 
the royal collection with coins purchased in 1782-1785. Albertrandy took 
over the post of curator of the royal collections from the prominent con-
noisseur of antiquities and coin expert, Count August Fryderyk Moszyński 
(1730-1786), the grandson of King Augustus II the Strong, a friend of 
Stanislaus Augustus. Moszyński had added to the royal collection his own 
collection of antiquities, coins among them, the work of three decades.11 In 
1784 Moszyński journeyed to France and Italy, with full authority from the 
king to buy antiquities. In Marseilles he purchased for the king “a pouch of 
local coins, including probably Massalian and other ancient specimens”,12 
and in 1776, at Paestum, a small bag of coins, probably some of them Posei-
donian.13 The correspondence between the king and Moszyński from this 
period portrays the two collectors as great enthusiasts of antiquity with a 
good understanding of archaeology.14 In 1787 Stanislaus Augustus bought a 
valuable collection of Greek, Roman and Byzantine coins of General Jan de 
Witte (1709-1785), the military commandant of the fortress of Kamieniec 
Podolski.15 Other coins and medals were offered to the king as gifts by indi-
viduals who did so for a variety of reasons. Some coins in the collection 
came from finds made on Polish territory, as for instance, a pot of coins dis-
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11 Mikocki 1990, p. 14. 
12 Mańkowski 1976, p. 59. 
13 Abramowicz 2002, p. 475. 
14 Abramowicz 1987, pp. 63-97. 
15 Mielczarek 1998. 
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covered at Wilków, an offering from Gutakowski.16 The king received direct 
reports about discoveries, e.g., a hoard of Roman coins discovered near 
Reszel, eventually presented to him in 1780.17 Among ancient coin finds in 
the royal collection were truly rare pieces, e.g., a group of more than sixty 
Imperial Roman gold coins, some pierced others looped, mostly discovered 
on the territory of the Republic, recently rediscovered in the collections of 
the National Museum of the History of Ukraine in Kyïv (Fig. 2).18 
 

 
Fig. 2. An aureus of Victorinus (269-271), from the former collection of Stanislaus 

Augustus, now in the National Museum of the History of Ukraine in Kyïv 
(Bursche & Więcek 2010, p. 213-214, no. 33). Photo B. Kashtanov (scale 200%) 

 
Among more than 8,013 ancient coins belonging to the royal collection 
listed by Albertrandy in his sales catalogue there were 5,431 Roman Im-
perial issues, 188 of them gold and 1,935 silver.19 On his visit to the Warsaw 
Castle in 1778, Johann Bernoulli noted that the king’s numismatic collec-
tion was kept in a cabinet “finer than others and decorated to indicate its 
contents”. For his part, Alphonse Fortia de Piles who inspected the collec-
tions in 1792, recollected seeing some coins of Roman emperors and 1,562 
specimens arranged geographically, 37 of them gold and 354 silver. Also 
found in the collection of ancient coins were 1,130 Republican coins, six 
gold and 650 silver.20 On a model of the best cabinets, the numismatic study 
of this royal collection would be assisted by a numismatic library of 221 
tomes collected in the section Res nummaria.21 

In one of his letters Stanislaus Augustus referred to his print and coins 
cabinets in these words: Mes estampes et mes médailles sans doute ne sont 
qu’un amusement en comparaison du reste […] cependant Vous scaves que j’y 
envisage un coté utile, et que je voudrais rendre utile même à ceux qui jouiront 

 
16 Mielczarek 1997a; Abramowicz 1987, p. 22. 
17 Kolendo 1998a. 
18 Bursche & Więcek 2010; cf. Męclewska 2019b. 
19 Albertrandy 1799. 
20 Abramowicz 1987, p. 23. 
21 Męclewska 2019a, 314. 
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de cela après ma mort.22 This will and testament of sorts would be executed 
only to a limited extent. After the king’s death his art collections were up 
for sale, to pay off his debts and ultimately were largely scattered. The coin 
cabinet was purchased in 1805 together with the royal library by Tadeusz 
Czacki (cf. Bursche, in this volume) to form the core of the teaching resour-
ces of the Gymnasium, and later the Lyceum, in Krzemieniec where one of 
those employed to organize the cabinet was briefly Joachim Lelewel.23 In 
1828 the tsarist authorities had the numismatic collections and the library 
housed at Krzemieniec moved to the Vilna University, and when by way of 
repressions these two centres of learning were abolished in 1832, in 1834 
these collections passed to Kyïv.24 There they remain today, in the National 
Museum of the History of Ukraine (coins and medals) and in the V.I. Ver-
nadsky National Library of Ukraine (Bibliotheca Regia). 
 

 
Fig. 3. J.Ch. A, Zabytki starożytności rzymskich w pieniądzach […], vols. 1-2 
(Warsaw, 1805), title page. National Library, Warsaw, inv. no. 100.430 A. Photo Polona. 

 
22 Abramowicz 1987, p. 24; Męclewska 2019a, p. 309. 
23 Kolendo 1998b. 
24 Męclewska 2019b, pp. 248-249. 
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In the deserted Warsaw of the turn of the 18th and 19th centuries, the memory 
of Stanislaus Augustus and his collections was still alive. Jan Chrzciciel 
Albertrandy, the former custodian of the royal collections, additionally to 
several scholarly contributions intended for the Warsaw Society of Letters 
published in print a number of papers based on the glyptic and numismatic 
collections of Stanislaus Augustus (Fig. 3).25 Albertrandy’s own numismatic 
collection numbering 1,174 specimens, of which more than a half were 
ancient coins, would be purchased from his heirs in 1826 to organise a coins 
and medals cabinet of the Warsaw University.26 Of the collections of Stanis-
laus Augustus the only to survive was his cabinet of prints, now the pride 
of the collections of the University Library in Warsaw. It was purchased in 
1818 from the king’s heirs for the library of the Warsaw University, seized 
and taken to Russia, and returned by the Soviet Union before World War II. 
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COUNTESS NATALIA ANNA KICKA NÉE BISPING (1801-1888) 
 

 

Natalia Anna Kicka née Bisping was a painter, collector of Polish national 
memorabilia (in which she included coins and medals) and an amateur 
archaeologist. She was born in 1801 in Vilna, in the Russian partition, to 
Piotr Bisping, member of the Polish nobility, marshal of the Wołkowysk 
County, and Józefa Kicka.1 As a child she had received careful home school-
ing on the family estate at Hołowczyce. In 1815 she moved to Warsaw to con-
tinue her studies, staying with her grandmother Józefa Kicka née Szyd-
łowska. 

 

 
Fig. 1. Botanical Garden of the Vilna University, c.1830. Drawing by Karol Raczyński, 

lithograph by Maciej Przybylski, 1832-1837. National Library Warsaw (public domain). 
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Natalia Kicka was greatly influenced by the family tradition learnt at home, 
love for her homeland and a whole-hearted readiness to serve her country.2 
Her personality had been shaped by Romanticism and prominent artists, 
intellectuals and politicians of Vilna (Fig. 1), more notably, Joachim Lelewel 
one of whose interests was numismatics.3 

Natalia’s adulthood would be overshadowed by the November Uprising and 
the Russo-Polish War of 1830-1831. At this time, on 27 January 1831 she 
married Count Ludwik Kicki, her almost 40-years’ old uncle, a general of 
the Polish Army, “… a man of a heroic valour and truly dauntless bravery”.4 
Too soon he was killed in the Battle of Ostrołęka on 26 May 1831.5 

For the rest of her life Natalia Kicka would cherish the memory of her hus-
band. Her years after the Uprising were spent on travels with her daughter, 
abroad and at home. After her daughter’s premature death at twenty, the 
countess continued moving in artistic, literary and political circles. She 
often went to France and Dresden, where she took refuge to escape arrest 
in late 1863, after the outbreak of the January Uprising. Two years later she 
returned to Warsaw where she engaged in charity work and cultural activ-
ities. 

In Warsaw she engaged in numismatics and collecting national memora-
bilia. She amassed a sizable collection of Polish coins and medals from the 
period between the Middle Ages to the reign of the last king of Poland, 
Stanislaus Augustus (1764-95). Some of her close friends were collectors of 
similar memorabilia. Of special value for Kicka were her contacts with Karol 
Beyer, collector and animator of the Polish numismatic movement in the 
Russian partition.6 Beyer supplied sought-after coins not only to the War-
saw numismatics community, but also to collectors outside the Congress 
Kingdom of Poland, first foremost, to Count Emeryk Hutten-Czapski. Beyer 
was also an agent and a friend who assisted Countess Kicka in building up 
her collection of coins and medals. 

It is likely that Natalia Kicka took part in social gatherings dedicated to 
numismatics held on Thursdays in Beyer’s apartment, the seat of the un-
official Warsaw numismatic society. Since 1856 they became regular, held 
at the Merchants Association,7 but because of Russian policing restrictions 
no official numismatics association was established. This numismatic com-
munity included, besides Natalia Kicka: Kazimierz Stężyński-Bandtkie, 
Karol Beyer, Karol Blicher, Teodor Dembowski, Jerzy Gauger, Justynian 
Karnicki, Walery Kostrzębski, Konstanty Miler, Paweł Muchanow, Bolesław 

 
2 Filipow 2013, pp. 159-67. 
3 Puzynina 1988, p. 174. 
4 Patelski 1921, p. 155. 
5 Tarczyński 1980, p. 399. 
6 Triller 1970, p. 192; Triller 1964, p. 189; Czerski & Maciaszek 1995. 
7 Czerski & Maciaszek 1995, p. 21. 
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Podczaszyński, Stanisław Pusch, Baron Edward Rastawiecki, Countess 
Izabela Starzyńska, Count Henryk Stecki, Kazimierz Stronczyński, Wiktor 
Szaniawski, Count Stanisław Walewski, Count Tomasz Zamoyski and Józef 
Zellt, and very likely, also Tymoteusz Lipiński, Józef Przyborowski and 
Aleksander Weinert. With time the group decreased in size.8  

Konstanty Miler assisted Natalia Kicka in complementing her numismatic 
collection, and she was a godmother of his son.9 Acting on advice from 
Miler, Kicka entrusted the writing of a catalogue of her collections to Walery 
Kostrzębski, former assayer of the Warsaw Mint, recognizing his acumen 
and erudition.10 This happened around 1868. The catalogue was to be on the 
model of a manuscript catalogue of collections brought to the capital of the 
Kingdom of Poland and shown to the antiquarians of Warsaw by Count 
Emeryk Hutten-Czapski. This was a catalogue of the Count’s collections 
published in print at a later date.11 Kicka was in contact also with Antoni 
Ryszard, a bibliophile, bibliographer and collector of coins and medals 
active in Cracow, but most notably, with Senator Kazimierz Stronczyński. 
In 1866 this the most senior of Polish numismatists sold to Kicka his ex-
cellent collection of medieval Polish coins for a sum of 9,000 Polish złotys.12 

As befitted a self-respecting 19th-century antiquarian Countess Kicka 
interested herself also in archaeology and late in life would publish the 
results of her studies in print. This had brought her to a cooperation with 
the Warsaw periodical Wiadomości Archeologiczne.13 The plates, drawings 
and engravings included in these publications were probably her own, as 
the countess was a skilled draughtswoman and painter. 

In 1882 Countess Kicka published a brief note dedicated to a coin of Khan 
Tokhtamysh with a countermark of the Lithuanian Grand Duke Vytautas in 
the Warsaw review Przegląd Bibliograficzno-Archeologiczny.14 The Tatar coin 
of interest was a specimen from her numismatic collection. The same or a 
very similar Tatar coin with a Lithuanian countermark is recorded in the 
collection of Count Józef Tyszkiewicz at Birże (then in the Kovno Gover-
norate) described by its owner with an annotation in his “Index of Lithua-
nian coins”.15 The description of this coin drew the interest of Countess 
Kicka who noted: “I was very keen to add this specimen to my modest 
collection”. Once again Beyer came to her aid: „thus, after a few years’ search 

 
8 Filipow 2003, pp. 22-3. The members of the Warsaw numismatic club were listed in the 

Cracow journal Wiadomości Numizmatyczno–Archeologiczne, 1891. 
9 Kicka 1972, p. 541. 
10 Filipow & Kuklik 2012; Filipow 2012. 
11 Hutten-Czapski 1871-1916. 
12 Strzałkowski 1991, p. 70; Suchodolski 2005, pp. 11–12; Ryszard MS, I/2, p. [120 — 

unnumbered pp.]. 
13 Kicka 1881, 1882a; German 1966-67. 
14 Kicka 1882b. 
15 Tyszkiewicz 1875, p. 28. 
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I purchased the piece from him [i.e., Beyer]”, and she published its drawing 
in the article.16 Today, after a long discussion, numismatists have agreed to 
attribute the countermark to Vytautas; at the same time, the countess had 
concluded mistakenly that “the Tatars had been forced to strike on their 
coins the heraldic charge of the Lithuanian dukes, this is demonstrated by 
the coin presented in the introduction”.17 

Today the contents of the coin and medals collection of Natalia Kicka are 
poorly understood. The catalogue of the collection drafted by Walery 
Kostrzębski was lost. One specimen mentioned by Józef Tyszkiewicz as 
belonging to Kicka’s collection was a rare szóstak of Augustus II with initials 
and heraldic charge of Ludwik Pociej, Treasurer of Lithuania, struck in 1707 
in the Moscow mint.18 

 

 
Fig. 2. Natalia Kicka, née Biszpink (recte: Biszping). Engraved by Edward Nicz, 

according to a photograph by Walery Rzewuski, from Kłosy, 1888, 
vol. 46, no. 1191, p. 261 (public domain). 

 
16 Kicka 1882b, p. 48. 
17 Kicka 1882b, p. 49. 
18 Tyszkiewicz 1875, p. 26, pl. XV. 
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Natalia Anna Kicka nee Bisping (Fig. 2), lived to a venerable old age and 
died in Warsaw on 4 April 1888. 

The fate of her numismatic collection was typical for many collections 
amassed during the long period of partitions “to lift up hearts”. Piast coins 
from Kazimierz Stronczyński’s collection were purchased by Emeryk 
Hutten-Czapski. Kicka’s niece, Helena Przybysławska received coins of 
Sigismundus I the Old (1506-1548) to Michael (1669-1673). Coins of other 
elective monarchs: Stephen Bathory (1576-1586), John Casimir (1649-1668), 
the Saxonian dynasty (1697–1763) and Stanislaus Augustus (1764-1795) 
passed to Natalia Dobrzańska who sold the coins of Stanislaus Augustus to 
Wiktor Szaniawski, coin collector, landowner from Przegaliny near Radzyń 
Podlaski. 

Despite her contribution to upholding Polish culture under the partitions, 
Natalia Kicka, avid numismatist and guardian of Polish national conscious-
ness deserves a greater recognition and commemoration than accorded to 
date. 
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KAROL BEYER (1818-1877) 
 

 
Fig. 1. Karol Beyer, an anonymous lithograph from the posthumous edition 

of Skorowidz Monet Polskich (Kraków, 1880). 

 

Karol Adolf Beyer (Fig. 1) was a leading expert on coins, photography and 
archaeology, innovative and a pioneer in many fields, the father of the 
Polish numismatic movement. He was born on 10 February 1818 in Warsaw 
to Wilhelm Beyer (1778-1819), the director of the Warsaw lottery, and Hen-
riette Minter, a painter (1782-1855). Orphaned by his father just a year after 
his birth Karol was raised by his mother. She made a living by opening a 
school of painting and drawing for women in 1824, but as part of the re-
pressions after the failed November Uprising it was shut down in 1832. 
Karol was educated at the Warsaw Lyceum which existed in the period 
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between 1804 and 1831 and had the reputation of the best secondary school 
in the Kingdom of Poland. His education was cut short when this school too 
was shut down by tsarist authorities. He then took up a job in a metal cast-
ing plant run by his uncle Karol Fryderyk Minter. Using this experience, he 
soon made his first attempts to make objects using the galvanoplasty pro-
cess. He presented the results in 1841 at the Warsaw Exhibition of Industry 
and Fine Arts.1 Three years later, in 1844, on a visit to the French Industrial 
Exposition in Paris, he was introduced to the daguerreotype photographic 
process. That same year he opened his own daguerreotype gallery “Zakład 
Daguerrotypowy Karol Beyer w Warszawie”, the first in Warsaw, in the Blue 
Palace of the Zamoyski family in Senatorska nos. 35/37, which with time he 
turned into a photograph gallery (later addresses) – Beyer’s house in Wa-
recka no. 1359, since 1857 at Krakowskie Przedmieście no. 389). Involving 
himself in the public life Beyer photographed the victims of Russian re-
pressions and January Uprising insurrectionists. For this he was acclaimed 
as a national photographer, arrested (September 1861-May 1862 and October 
1863-April 1865) and exiled to a remote region of Russia. At this time the 
photography business was run by Joanna, Karol Beyer’s wife. Upon his 
return, after many difficulties, in 1867 Beyer had to close his photography 
gallery. Having become familiar with the new collotype photographic pro-
cess during his stay in München in 1869 and taken a course in Vienna in 
January 1870, Beyer opened the first collotype printing business in Poland. 
In 1872 he sold it to Julian Kostka and Ludwik Mulert. 

Karol Beyer photographed people from different walks of life as well as urban 
scenes, quite often historic buildings. He used many pioneer photographic 
processes: the daguerreotype, collotype, collodion process and stereoscopy. 
He made reproductions of photographs using lithography and xylography. 
His contribution to the development of Polish photography cannot be over-
estimated. 

Next to his activities as photographer, social activist and patriot Karol Beyer 
engaged in various areas of research, a reflection of his lively interest in 
the arts, archaeology and numismatics.2 The latter drew his attention for 
the first apparently in 1832 and in 1844 he published a scholarly paper on 
numismatics,3 and another a year later.4 The latter demonstrates Beyer’s 
passion for collecting. He was interested in coins found during archaeo-
logical fieldwork and stray finds on Polish soil. We are indebted to him for 
a description, still relevant today, of two hoards of 13th-century Polish coins 
from Wieniec and Wieleń, of great scholarly importance.5 

 
1 Tygodnik 1841, no. 63, pp. 351-2. 
2 On Karol Beyer’s research activities: Triller 1964; 1984. 
3 Beyer 1844. 
4 Beyer 1845. 
5 Beyer 1850; Beyer 1876. See Triller 1993. 
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“An undeniably major and everlasting contribution of Karol Beyer was that 
he was the first to wage a stern campaign war on forgers. In this he had 
support from Zagórski, Count Czapski, Kostrzębski and many others. To 
Karol Beyer we owe not only the unmasking of leading counterfeiters but 
also the understanding of their forgery methods. Today we can list a series 
of coins recognized as counterfeit, enumerate methods of their production, 
name forgers and dealers responsible for distributing their forgeries” – 
thus Count Henryk Mańkowski in his early 20 th-century account.6 In an 
article on coin forgery Karol Beyer described the process of their manu-
facture and gave a list of counterfeit coins. This work was published only in 
1909, long after Beyer’s death, because of the names of forgers that were 
disclosed in it7. Another article by Beyer on counterfeit coins went missing 
before it could be published, which it never was because it too mentioned 
some forgers by name. It had been written in response to the circulation on 
the antiquities market of forged coins manufactured by Zelman Igel.8 
According to the testimonial of H. Mańkowski, in 1865 K. Beyer had sent a 
note to Władysław Bartynowski stating that: “counterfeit Polish coins 
appeared in 1865, forged presumably in London, through the effort and 
industry of one Igel, an antiquities dealer of Lwów”.9 Karol Beyer addressed 
the subject of forged Polish coins exposed by him in a number of articles 
written in German.10 

A major achievement in unmasking coin forgeries and forgers of the 19th 
century was the purchase by Karol Beyer of ninety-nine dies for striking 
fifty-five coin types. They had been made by Józef Majnert (1813-1879), a 
known Warsaw engraver and medallist, son of Godfryd Majnert, medallist 
and employee of the Warsaw mint.11 Sixty-three dies had been engraved, 
the remainder cast from original pieces. The first forgeries of some rare 
Polish coins and completely fictitious types had entered the antiquarian 
market through Majnert’s efforts still in January 1836 – a taler of Poland 
of King Sigismund I (1535) and a taler of Sigismund Augustus (1547).12 The 
full number of these coin forgeries remains obscure. Shortly afterwards the 

 
6 Mańkowski 1930, pp. 3-4. 
7 This publication came out in 1909 on the initiative of Władysław Bartynowski. Based on 

the manuscripts of Karol Beyer it was printed in several parts entitled: “O numizmatach 
polskich podrobionych lub zmyślonych w nowszych czasach”, in separate WNA issues of 
published in Cracow. The full text was published in 1973 on the initiative of the Polish 
Archaeological Society (Polskie Towarzystwo Archeologiczne), annexed to a reedition of 
the book of Count Henryk Mańkowski: Fałszywe monety polskie (Mańkowski 1973, pp. 97-
121, 10 plates). See also: Triller 1981. 

8 Triller 1982. 
9 Mańkowski 1930, p. 37. The author concluded that Igel was responsible only for distri-

buting coins forged by others – the instigator was the lawyer Hausmann, the forger the 
goldsmith Fein. 

10 Beyer 1866; 1872. 
11 Beyer 1909. 
12 Mańkowski 1930, pp. 35-7. 
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dies were acquired by Count Emeryk Hutten-Czapski, and subsequently 
entered the National Museum in Cracow.13 Beyer countermarked them in 
writing as FALSUS. 

Among subjects addressed in Beyer’s articles and brief notes published in 
the press were medals and coins,14 and coin collections examined upon the 
demise of their owners – Ignacy Łoś of Lwów,15 Antoni Urbanowski of Horo-
dec,16 Johann Jakob Ernst, a merchant of Gdańsk.17  

In 1856 Beyer was among the organizers of the Warsaw Exhibition of 
Antiquities and Art Objects (Wystawa Starożytności i Przedmiotów Sztuki) 
held 1 July 1856-8 February 1857). Beyer photographed the exhibits using 
the collodion process which had attracted his interest in 1851 through con-
tacts with Frederick Scott Archer, its inventor. He published these images 
in what would be the first Polish photography album.18 Another album of 
photographs and descriptions of Polish medals soon followed.19 Two years 
later, at another exhibition, held in Cracow (11 November 1858-8 January 
1859) approximately fifteen hundred objects were put on display deriving 
from private collections (e.g., of Tytus Działyński) and the collections of the 
Cracow Learned Society. Karol Beyer made a photographic album to this 
exhibition.20  

Another of Karol Beyer’s interests was paper money. In September 1858 he 
bought a certain number at an auction of the Treasury Commission. His 
purchase included spines (stubs) from bound stacks of treasury notes, the 
first Polish paper money issued in 1794. Beyer described this purchase in 
an article but it was banned by censorship and never came out in print. No 
copy of this text survives. Beyer sold his collection of paper money in 1869 
to E. Hutten-Czapski.21 In 1858 he wrote a supplement to Ignacy Zagórski’s 
work of the coins of old Poland (Monety dawnej Polski), and followed in 1862 
with a concise catalogue of Polish coins (published posthumously on the 
initiative of I. Polkowski, Figs. 2 and 3). In 1877 continuing Zagórski’s work, 
he completed in cooperation with Józef Zellt a new concise catalogue of 
Polish coins (Nowy skorowidz).22 

 

 
13 Mańkowski 1930, pp. 36. 
14 E.g.: Beyer 1852a; 1858. 
15 Beyer 1852b. 
16 Beyer 1856a. 
17 Beyer 1851-1854. 
18 Beyer 1856b; Zając 2014, p. 46, footnote no. 57. 
19 Beyer 1857. See Mossakowska 1994, pp. 70 & 282. 
20 Beyer 1859. On the subject of this exhibition Lesiak-Przybył 2015; Siemieński 1858. 
21 Triller 1965. 
22 Beyer 1880; Zellt & Beyer 1877. 
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Figs. 2 and 3. The title page and a text page of Beyer’s, Skorowidz Monet Polskich 

od 1506 do 1825 roku ułożony przez Karola Beyera w roku 1862  
(“A concise Catalogue of Polish Coins from 1506 to 1825 

compiled by Karol Beyer in 1862”) (Kraków, 1880). 

He also contributed some texts on numismatics to the Polish encyclopaedia 
Encyklopedia Powszechna published in Warsaw by Samuel Orgelbrand. 

Furthermore, he made a major contribution to many publications written 
in his day by other authors, particularly after returning from his exile, in 
the latter half of the 1860s.23 He advised them on scholarly matters, sharing 
information and his materials. He collaborated with, e.g. Emeryk Hutten-
Czapski on a catalogue of his collection.24 Beyer also bought and sold coins, 
including ancient specimens. He was well known on the antiquarian market, 
also abroad.25  

Another of Karol Beyer's major achievements in the field of numismatics 
was fostering the numismatic movement. Starting around the mid-19th 
century he organized the first meetings of Warsaw numismatic enthusiasts. 
In recognition of his contribution, the Warsaw branch of the Polish Numis-
matic Society chose Karol Beyer as their patron. His passion for numismatics 
never abated until the end. 

Karol Beyer died on 8 November 1877 and was buried in the Reformed 
Protestant Cemetery in Warsaw (Fig. 4).26 

 
23 See Triller 1984, pp. 25-27. 
24 Hutten-Czapski 1871-1916. 
25 My article on this subject will come out soon. 
26 https://warszawa.grobonet.com/grobonet/start.php?id=detale&idg=20360&inni=0&cinki= 

2%7C 

https://warszawa.grobonet.com/grobonet/start.php?id=detale&idg=20360&inni=0&cinki=
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Fig. 4. Karol Beyer’s grave in the Reformed Protestant Cemetery in Warsaw 

(plot E, row 3, no. 1). Photo Mateusz Opasiński,  - 3.0 
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0), via Wikimedia Commons. 
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COUNT MICHEL TYSZKIEWICZ (1828-1897) AND NUMISMATICS 
 

 
Fig. 1. Michel Tyszkiewicz, anonymous photograph from the family archive 

 

Michel Tyszkiewicz was an enthusiastic and outstanding collector of antiq-
uities, and his collection, enriched with objects coming from his excava-
tions in Egypt and Italy, “belonged to the most valuable European collec-
tions” created in the second half of 19th century.1 (Fig. 1) He collected 
ancient gems, old coins, ceramics, silverware, golden jewellery, and sculp-
tures in bronze and marble. He could boast the world’s oldest statuettes and 
intaglios.2 Today, masterpieces from his collection grace some of the world’s 
major museums. 

 
* Musée national des châteaux de Malmaison et Bois-Préau 
 e: mariola.kazimierczak@culture.gouv.fr 
1 Lorentz 1973, p. 25. 
2 Froehner 1898, p. 4. 
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Michel Tyszkiewicz was born on 4 December 1828 in Wołożyn (today Valo-
zhyn in Belarus, at that time considered part of Lithuania under Russian 
authority). He took his passion for collecting from his family home. His 
illustrious family had given Poland, in the course of five centuries, forty 
senators and high dignitaries.3 The Tyszkiewicz family realised their motto 
Pandite lucem in asperis vitae (“Ignite the light in the darkness of life”) in 
many ways, also in the field of collecting. Michel Tyszkiewicz’s merits here 
were considerable already in the Lithuanian period. When in 1855 his cousin 
Eustachy Tyszkiewicz (1814-1873) established the Polish Museum of Antiq-
uities in Vilna, Michel was one of the first to support this initiative4 by 
ordering museum furniture; numismatic tables and display cases.5 

Indeed, from his youthful years he was passionate about numismatics, and 
with the help of Mikołaj Malinowski and Eustachy Tyszkiewicz he collected 
many important materials. Despite the lack of academic education, already 
in 1850 he had very serious ambition and intended to publish a book 
devoted to Polish medals overlooked by Edward Raczyński (1786-1845) in 
his four-volume work Gabinet medalów polskich from 1838-1843.6 This pro-
ject, however, was not fully realised. A single lithograph from 1850, depict-
ing “Coins and medals from the collection of Michel Joseph Tyszkiewicz”, 
has been preserved in the collection of the National Museum of Warsaw.7 
(Fig 2) It comes from Album Wileńskie (Album de Wilna) of Jan Kazimierz 
Wilczyński (series II, bookplate 32). It depicts thirteen coins and medals, 
including a gold medal with the bust of King John Casimir and the pano-
rama of Gdańsk (no. 10). 

At that time Michel Tyszkiewicz also applied for membership of the Im-
perial Russian Archaeological Society in Petersburg and presented himself 
as a coin collector and numismatic expert.8 He was accepted on 10 Decem-
ber 1851. Later, in 1856, he became a member of the newly established Vilna 
Archaeological Commission. By far the best effect of Tyszkiewicz’s passion 
for collecting was, first of all, his collection of Polish coins, acquired, among 
others, from eminent numismatists: Karol Beyer (1818-1877), Leon Mikocki 
(1809–1875) and others.9 Later, he sold his collection to Emeryk Hutten-

 
3 Tyszkiewicz 1900, vol. 1, p. 12. 
4 [Editorial] 1897, p. 973. 
5 AGAD, Teki Skimborowicza XXII 2/41. According to the report of the meeting of the 

Archaeological Commission of 11 February 1856: “Count Michel Tyszkiewicz ordered, at 
his own expense, to glaze the numismatic tables and showcases under the windows, and 
purchased the furniture necessary for the Commission” Hr. Michał Tyszkiewicz swoim 
kosztem polecił zaszklić stoły numizmatyczne i witryny pod oknami, tudzież zakupił meble 
niezbędnie potrzebne dla Komisji. 

6 Letter from Michel Tyszkiewicz to Professor Hipolit Skimborowicz (1815-1880), custo-
dian of the Museum of Antiquities at the University of Warsaw, 23 March 1850; Minsk 
(AGAD, Teki Skimborowicza xxv 2/12). 

7 See also Jaworska 1976, pp. 287-9, item 84. 
8 Blombergowa 2003, p. 150. 
9 Tyszkiewicz 1903, pp. 86-7. 
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Czapski (1828-1896), who in turn bequeathed it in his will to the National 
Museum of Cracow. 

 

 

Fig. 2. Monety i medale znayduiące się w zbiorze hrabiego Michała Józefa Tyszkiewicza, 
których rysunki lub opisy nie były dotąd umieszczone w Dziełach numizmatycznych 

(“Coins and medals from the collection of Count Michel Joseph Tyszkiewicz”), 
lithographed by E. Hauger, printed by Rose-Joseph Lemercier, Paris (45 × 31.5 cm); 

(National Museum Warsaw, inv. no. Gr.Pol.12815). 
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In the world of European antiquarians, Michel Tyszkiewicz became famous 
in 1862 for his generous donation of 194 Egyptian antiquities to the Louvre 
Museum upon his return from Egypt and Nubia, where he was the first Pole 
to conduct archaeological excavations. Today Tyszkiewicz’s name is en-
graved on the Rotunda of Apollo among the major Museums’s donors. 

After the crushing of the January Uprising in 1863, the Vilna museum was 
closed down as part of Russian repressions, and in 1867 the collections were 
taken to Moscow. The activity of the Archaeological Commission in Vilna 
was also suspended. Tyszkiewicz, like many other prominent representa-
tives of Polish culture, consciously sought to live up to his talents and 
ambitions outside his native country.10 Thanks to the great fortune inher-
ited from his ancestors, he bought a magnificent villa in Naples in 1863 and 
finally settled in Rome in 1865, where he quickly found his place among the 
then elite of collectors, scholars and traders of antiquity. 

Michel Tyszkiewicz’s passion for numismatics never waned. However, not 
much is known about the numismatic collection he amassed during his stay 
in Naples. In December 1864 he was in possession of twenty-four Greek gold 
medals from the reign of Alexander the Great, which quite unexpectedly 
found their path into a catalogue of sales of artistic objects and jewels 
belonging to his life companion, Juliette Beaud (1836-1898).11 The collec-
tor’s son Józef writes that in Naples his father collected mostly Roman gold 
coins, the collection of which was later sold for a considerable sum of a 
hundred and several thousand francs.12 During his first years in Rome, the 
Count created an important collection of Roman medallions. Four of them 
– Olympic gold medals from the 3rd century AD found in Tarsus, of excep-
tional artistic value – are today in the Cabinet des Monnaies, Médailles et 
Antiques at the French National Library. In 1868 the Count intended to sell 
them in Paris13 and for this purpose he was to meet for the first time with 
the German scholar, Dr Wilhelm Froehner (1834-1925), a researcher in the 
Department of Antiquities at the Louvre and also Napoleon III’s personal 
interpreter. Froehner was impressed by this meeting and on 14 September 
1868, he sketched a portrait of Tyszkiewicz in a few words: “The Count 
brought the medals from Tarsus to Hoffmann’s apartment to show them 
to me. He is tall, solidly built, wears a ginger beard, is very affable and pleas-
ant”.14 The medallions found in Tarsus were given to the Cabinet of Medals 

 
10 Dobrowolski 1997, pp. 162-3. 
11 Archives de Paris, case file 963 18, Minutes and files of auctioneers Paul Rain, P. Bou-

cheron the jeweller at the Palais Royal, and Ch. Mannheim, Catalogue des bijoux de l’ar-
genterie & du mobilier appartenant à Madame J*** B***, p. 15, no. 122. 

12 Tyszkiewicz 1903, p. 86. Józef apparently did not know the collection personally, as he 
added this comment: “It must have been a beautiful and substantial collection, because 
it was a high price for those times” (Musiał być zbiór piękny i obszerny, bo to była wysoka 
cena jak na owe czasy). 

13 Tyszkiewicz 1898, pp. 3-4. 
14 W. Froehner, Autobiographische Aufzeichnungen in Tagebuchform mit einer Aufstellung der 

eigenen Werke, 14 September 1868; gsa 107/812. 
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by their next buyer, Napoleon III: “they were purchased by H.M. the Em-
peror for the price of 50,000 francs from PP. Rollin and Feuardent, who 
have recently acquired them as a result of a cession made by Count Michel 
Tyszkiewicz”15 (inv. nos.  1671,  1672,  1673 and  1674). These medal-
lions representing victory prizes (Nikètèria) awarded in the presence of the 
emperor to the winners of the Olympic Games, were kept in Beroia or the 
Pythian Games in Thessaloniki, the metropolis of Macedonia, in the middle 
of the 3rd century AD.16 Three of them in particular were “distinguished by 
their exceptionally large diameter and beautiful relief”.17 The largest medal 
weighed 110.42 g ( 1672).18 (Fig. 3) Michel Amandry, former director of the 
Cabinet of Medals told the author that 50,000 fr. was a good price compared 
to the price of just one golden medal depicting King Eucratid I of Bactria 
[Eucratides I], purchased in 1867 for the sum of 30,000 fr.19 

 

      
Fig. 3. Alexander the Great, gold medallion; on the reverse: Alexander galloping 

on horseback with a spear aimed at a lion (scale 75%) 
(BnF, département des Monnaies, médailles et antiques,  1672; source: gallica.bnf.fr). 

 

Tyszkiewicz was not interested in collecting Greek medallions, as they too 
often turned out to be forgeries.20 At present, scholars know little about his 
numismatic collection from the 1870s. In the preface to the catalogue of the 
Count’s collection from 1898, Froehner writes that Tyszkiewicz worked 

 
15 Register of gifts F, 28 March 1869, p. 101, Cabinet des Monnaies, Médailles et Antiques, 

BnF. 
16 Amandry 1989, p. 93. 
17 De Longpérier 1868, p. 309. 
18 Amandry 1989, p. 95. 
19 During the meeting on 30 November 2007, Michel Amandry explained to the author that 

the 20 stater of Eucratides I is the largest antique gold coin known today (58 mm in dia-
meter, 169.20 g) and the most expensive coin in the collection of the French National 
Library. 

20 Letter from Tyszkiewicz to Froehner, 18 December 1888, GSA 107/962. 
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diligently to create a collection of Roman gold coins à fleur de coin, which 
soon gave place to medallions, in two successive series.21 The collector’s 
son confirms that the collection of Roman coins was replaced by “a sump-
tuous collection of Roman medallions”.22 On 14 May 1872, Froehner saw 
Tyszkiewicz’s Roman medallions at his home in Neuilly-sur-Seine, during 
a visit in the company of the art dealers Hoffmann and Sambon.23 This 
meeting would result in an important scholarly publication. In 1875 a major 
piece of scholarship on numismatics was being prepared for publication by 
four people: Froehner, Hoffmann, Félix-Bienaimé Feuardent and the excel-
lent engraver and famous French illustrator Léon Dardel, whom Tyszkie-
wicz commissioned to execute the engravings of the medallions.24 

Froehner’s book Les Médaillons de l’Empire romain depuis le règne d’Auguste 
jusqu’à Priscus Attale, decorated with 1310 vignettes by Léon Dardel, was 
published in 1878.25 “Dardel’s engravings are always very well executed and 
sometimes achieve impressive mastery. Thus, the Roman medallions en-
graved for the work of W. Froehner (1834-1925) are of unparalleled quality 
and they alone would suffice to rank their creator among the greatest 
artists”.26 

So, what was the connection between Froehner’s book and the Tyszkiewicz 
collection? The first clue is in the title of this work, which includes the 
medallion of Priscus Attalus (d. after ad 416), and Tyszkiewicz writes in his 
memories that he had purchased a large silver medallion of Priscus Attalus 
from the Roman antiquarian Depoletti.27 The Count had several dozen 
similar medallions in his collection, and all of them were in an excellent 
state of conservation.28 The next clue is the surprising dedication in Froeh-
ner’s book: “À Monsieur le Comte Michel Tyszkiewicz”. Józef Tyszkiewicz 
testifies that this work was compiled by his father, “who later allowed Mr 
W. Froehner to publish it under his own name”.29 Professor Marie-Christine 
Hellmann excludes this possibility.30 

Tyszkiewicz’s own handwritten note to Froehner from 1875, preserved in 
Weimar (Goethe- und Schiller-Archiv), also refers to the Roman medals, 
Dardel’s charts and the joint publication: “Having sold the plates of the 

 
21 Froehner 1898, Préface. 
22 Tyszkiewicz 1903, p. 87: przepyszny zbiór rzymskich medaljonów. 
23 Froehner, GSA 107/812, 14 May 1872. The closest family of Tyszkiewicz's second wife, 

Juliette Beaud, lived in Neuilly-sur-Seine, near of Paris. Tyszkiewicz had two flats there: 
one at 40 rue de Chézy and the other at 74 boulevard Bineau. 

24 Letter from Tyszkiewicz to Froehner, 15 January 1875; GSA 107/962. 
25 Froehner 1878. 
26 Hollard 1991, pp. 17-18. 
27 Tyszkiewicz 1898, p. 25. 
28 Tyszkiewicz 1903, p. 87. 
29 Ibid. 
30 Marie-Christine Hellmann, email of 6 April 2011. 
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Roman medals to Mr Rollin, and this on the condition that You have the right 
to produce for Your work such number of plates and copies as You shall 
determine to serve Our work, I address to You these few lines ...” Froehner 
would explain in 1898 that the objects published in his work on Roman 
medals were engraved at Michel Tyszkiewicz’s expense31. What advantage 
could he have derived from this? How many objects from his collection are 
represented in Froehner’s work? This rich work should be studied in depth.32 

This chapter of Michel Tyszkiewicz’s collecting activities is not yet well 
known and awaits further study. His name as a numismatist is cited by 
Stanisław Krzyżanowski.33 He is also mentioned in the French Répertoire 
annuaire général des collectionneurs as a numismatist residing at 40 rue de 
Chézy, Neuilly-sur-Seine.34 The Austrian archaeologist, Dr Ludwig Pollak 
(1868-1943), a long-time friend of Tyszkiewicz during his stay in Rome, 
claimed that the Count “contributed much more to archaeology than some 
think”35. But the contribution of the Polish collector to the development of 
science is little known today and, in principle, is limited to a narrow circle 
of experts, despite the fact that Tyszkiewicz’s activities for the develop-
ment of archaeology and epigraphy were already known during his lifetime, 
e.g. through presentations of his unique pieces at conferences at Rome’s 
Accademia dei Lincei or at the Académie des Inscriptions et Belles-Lettres 
in Paris, as well as through numerous scientific publications by German, 
Austrian, French and Italian scholars.36 

Michel Tyszkiewicz died in Rome on 18 November 1897. Today, the master-
pieces from his collection are scattered among over thirty of the most 
important museums in the world such as London’s British Museum, Ny 
Carlsberg Glyptotek in Copenhagen, New York’s Metropolitan Museum of 
Art, or the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston. 

 
31 Froehner 1898, p. 1. 
32 The Berlin Museum currently holds 34 pieces from Tyszkiewicz's former collection, 11 

of which came here in 1873, 3 in 1875, 6 in 1881, 11 in 1882 and 3 after the collector's 
death. 

33 Krzyżanowski 1873, p. 234, no. 312. 
34 Ris-Paquot et al. 1895-1896, p. 444. 
35 Pollak 1898, no. 22, p. 7.  
36 Kazimierczak 2019, p. 65. 
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EMERYK COUNT HUTTEN-CZAPSKI (1828–1896): 
HIS COLLECTING PASSION AND MUSEUM 
 

The Emeryk Hutten-Czapski Museum is a repository of what is definitely a 
major and the best-known collection of Polish coins, medals and banknotes 
and similar items associated with Poland. Both the collection and the 
museum owe their existence to Count Emeryk Hutten-Czapski, one of the 
greatest, if not the most outstanding of Polish coin collectors. 

Emeryk Hutten-Czapski was born on 17 October 1828 into the aristocratic 
Czapski family on the estate at Stańków near Minsk (today Stan’kava, Bela-
rus; at the time, in the Russian partition). Originally from Royal Prussia, 
the Czapski family at some point took up residence in the Grand Duchy of 
Lithuania. Emeryk Hutten-Czapski’s father, Karol Józef was a chamberlain 
to the last king of Poland, Stanislaus Augustus (1764-95), his mother Fa-
bianna came from the prominent Obuchowicz family. Educated in Vilna and 
Berlin, Emeryk Hutten-Czapski obtained his university degree in natural 
sciences in Moscow. Fluent in five modern languages, he was proficient also 
in Latin and Greek. His education, aristocratic background and connections 
made him an eligible candidate for the Russian Imperial civil service, where 
he would hold positions of responsibility and reached the rank of a Privy 
Councillor (3rd class). 

 
Fig. 1. Medal for Emeryk Hutten-Czapski, commemorating the 25th anniversary 

of his scholarly work, by Kazimierz Bartoszewicz, 1896; obverse. 
Gold, National Museum in Krakow (scale 80%). 

 
* Jagiellonian University, National Museum in Krakow; e: jaroslaw.bodzek@uj.edu.pl 
** Numismatic Cabinet, National Museum in Krakow; e: mwozniak@mnk.pl 

mailto:jaroslaw.bodzek@uj.edu.pl
mailto:mwozniak@mnk.pl


79 

The greatest passion of Emeryk Hutten-Czapski (Fig. 1) was numismatics. 
Ever since his gymnasium days he would collect coins, medals and bank-
notes of Russian and Polish issue. His collecting interests extended to 
prints and drawings. These he acquired and studied as sources auxiliary to 
this primary interest in coins. He continued to collect prints all his life, and 
amassed a library of Polish memorabilia (Polonica) of nearly 6,000 items, 
many of them deriving from illustrious aristocratic or even royal collec-
tions. Every book found in this collection was provided with an individual 
carefully made catalogue card. The collection of prints (mostly, portraits of 
notable Polish personages) includes 3,500 specimens and is accompanied 
by a catalogue made by hand by Emeryk Hutten-Czapski. Collections of 
military objects, textiles, phaleristic and crafts objects typical for Polish 
magnate houses included a smaller number of specimens, and were amassed 
in a less purposeful and regular manner, but were rich in rare or unique 
pieces. Next to the Polonica, Emeryk Hutten-Czapski also collected Russian 
memorabilia. 

The numismatic collection – the most cherished by Hutten-Czapski – was 
formed by him through the purchase of both individual objects and entire 
collections. As early as 1853, he bought a collection of Russian coins of Pavel 
Shishkin, a year later, the collection of Polish coins of Count Michał Tysz-
kiewicz, followed in later years by several Russian collections e.g., of Fëdor 
F. Schubert, and Polish collections, of Zygmunt Czarnecki, Natalia Kicka, 
Leon Skórzewski, Kazimierz Stronczyński, Leon Zwoliński and Władysław 
Morsztyn. An important accomplishment was the purchase of duplicates 
from the Hermitage collections made with the Emperor’s permission. 

In acquiring items for his collections Hutten-Czapski was assisted by 
advisors and agents – Russian and Polish numismatists and antiquaries, 
e.g., such as Arist A. Kunik, Iuliĭ B. Iversen, Christian Ch. Gil, Karol Beyer 
and Władysław Bartynowski. Opportunities to acquire new items to his 
collections were furnished by Hutten-Czapski’s many official trips, social 
calls and private travels abroad, during which – to the shock of some of his 
family members – he would tour the local landmarks on foot, without 
neglecting visits to every antiquarian shop on his way. Finally, Emeryk 
Hutten-Czapski had dealings with foreign auction houses: Abraham (later 
Eugen) Merzbacher’s (Munich), Egger Brothers’ (Vienna), Leo Hamburger’s 
and Adolf Hess’s (Frankfurt am Main), C.G. Thieme’s (Leipzig), and Dr 
Anton Buchholtz’s (Riga). 

Hutten-Czapski spent substantial sums pursuing his collecting passion but 
refrained from bargaining over the price, even of the most desired pieces, 
which became his trademark of sorts. From entries made in his notebook 
covering the period from 1860 to 1893 recording his sources and prices of 
coin purchases it appears that they cost Hutten-Czapski on average c. 4,000 
roubles yearly. 
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Initially Emeryk Hutten-Czapski also collected Russian coins and medals, 
and became an expert on them. His collection of ca. 4,000 coins and 900 
medals was one of the best in Russia, all the more valuable because it was 
published (see below). In 1884 Hutten-Czapski sold those of the Russian 
coins and medals in his collection which were not associated in any way 
with Poland to the Grand Prince George Mikhailovich of Russia, of which a 
portion was passed on to Count Ivan I. Tolstoi. After a time, the collections 
of the grand prince and the count were submitted to the Russian Museum 
in Saint Petersburg (Russian Museum of His Imperial Majesty Alexander III). 
During the Bolshevik Revolution they were broken up and were scattered 
all over the world; every now and then, specimens provenanced to the 
former Hutten-Czapski collection turn up at antiquarian auctions. 

The fate of the collection of Polish coins and medals of more than 11,000 
items was rather different. This large collection, excellent in quality and 
selected with great care, included many unique and rare specimens, like 
the GNEZDVN CIVITAS penny of Boleslaus the Brave issued around ad 1000, 
the floren of Vladislaus the Elbow-High from c. 1330, a Crown hundred 
ducats of Sigismundus III from 1621, exceedingly rare medals of kings of 
Poland from the Waza (Vasa) dynasty, struck in gold, numerous multiple-
ducat donatives of Gdańsk and Toruń, and a set of the first Polish paper 
money issued in 1794. Next to these rare specimens, the collection included 
possibly the most regular overview of the Polish coinage and coinage “as-
sociated with Poland”, organized in line with the standards and views of 
the time, and Hutten-Czapski’s personal ideas. Thus, it started out with 
Roman coins with Sarmatian references, included the coinage of Courland 
and Prussia, while Silesian and Pomeranian coins were mostly not re-
presented. Without a shadow of doubt, at the end of the 19th century this 
was the best collection of Polish coins and medals, rivalled only by the 
Krakow (Cracow) collection of Count Andrzej Potocki. 

After his retirement (1879/80), in the face of mounting anti-Polish feeling 
in Russia, Emeryk Hutten-Czapski decided to leave his estates, leaving them 
to his sons, and to relocate to the somewhat more liberal Austrian partition. 
In 1894 he bought a small palace in Krakow at what was then Wolska Street, 
and moved into it the following year, having already dispatched a part of 
his collections to Krakow in four railway cars. The small floor area of the 
palace prompted him to have a pavilion built next to it, to house and display 
his collections to the public. Built on an excellent architectural design, de-
veloped following Hutten-Czapski’s ideas, the pavilion was a truly modern 
private museum, visitor-friendly, with provisions for the proper display of 
the collections and their safe storage (a strong-box, anti-burglar shutter 
systems, warm air heating systems). Sadly, Emeryk Hutten-Czapski did not 
live to see the opening of this museum. He died in 1896 while still full of 
creative energy, leaving his wife Elżbieta née Meyendorff (1833-1916) to 
complete his project. Despite her advanced age and various challenges, one 
of them being a lack of family members in Krakow to support her, she 
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completed her husband’s project and opened the private museum in 1901. 
In 1903 at her suggestion, the collection and the museum building were 
offered to the Municipality of Krakow and passed under the management 
of the National Museum, where it continues to be housed and displayed 
today. In reality, the need to make the collections public and store them 
properly had been evident already back during the Stańków period, at the 
time when the palace there was redeveloped in early 1860s. 

 

 
Fig. 2. A page from Spis medalów i monet polskich ... (List of coins and medals …), 1855-1856. 

National Museum in Krakow. 
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What set Emeryk Hutten-Czapski apart from other collectors from a simi-
larly aristocratic background was his personal involvement, not only in the 
acquisition of coins but also their study, and his inclination to present them 
to the public. This was due in part to his passion for learning mentioned 
earlier. As his collections expanded dynamically, he soon began to cata-
logue them on his own and the first effect of this work would be his manu-
script Spis medalów i monet polskich lub z dziejami krainy polskiej stycznych 
(“List of coins and medals, Polish or touching upon the history of the Polish 
land”, Stańków, 1855 and Saint Petersburg, 1856; Fig. 2). It was drafted on 
the basis of a special card catalogue developed by Hutten-Czapski, with in-
ventory cards of different colours corresponding to different metals, stored 
in cases bound in leather. The catalogue was enriched during a dozen-odd 
years by drawings made with his wife Elżbieta’s help. As he became more 
qualified as a numismatist, Hutten-Czapski was ready to offer his help in 
organizing other excellent collections. For instance, in the late 1850s he 
worked as a volunteer, cataloguing Polish coins and medals in the collec-
tions of the Hermitage. The result of this work was the handwritten Catalo-
gue de la collection de l’Ermitage de monnaies et médailles polonaises. Hutten-
Czapski did not stop at cataloguing his numismatic collections, he succes-
sively published their catalogues in print. Two of his publications met with 
the greatest recognition. The first of these was a study of a part of his 
collection of Russian coins: Udel’nyi ͡a, velikokniazheskii ͡a i tsarskii ͡a dien’gi 
Drevneĭ Rusi (Saint Petersburg, 1875). It met with the recognition of Russian 
scholars, members of the Imperial Russian Archaeological Society, who 
rewarded Hutten-Czapski with a silver medal struck in his honour. The 
second was a monumental opus in five volumes, a catalogue of his collec-
tion of coins and medals, Polish specimens and items associated with Poland 
(Catalogue de la collection des médailles et monnaies polonaises du comte Emeric 
Hutten-Czapski. Vols. I-V). It was published in French in Paris (1871 -Fig. 3, 
1872), in Saint Petersburg (1880) and Krakow (1891). The last, fifth volume 
(Krakow, 1916), was printed after the death of Hutten-Czapski, basing on 
his manuscript, with a substantial contribution from Marian Gumowski, 
the Curator of the Czapski Museum, and personal involvement of Elżbieta 
Hutten-Czapska. The Catalogue has a total of 2,094 pages and contains 
descriptions of 11,061 items some of them with illustrations. 

Czapski joined in the activity of various learned societies. In 1851 he became 
a member of the Imperial Geographical Society, and sometime later, of the 
Archeological-Numismatic Society in Saint Petersburg. Starting from 1889 
he acted as active founding member of the Numismatic Society of Krakow, 
established officially at this time, the first Polish numismatic organization. 

Czapski’s collecting and publication activity was widely acknowledged. He 
was honoured in 1896 with a gold medal commemorating the 25th anniver-
sary of his research, subscribed by 127 European numismatists. Many of 
them contributed their addresses to a special album prepared on this occa-
sion. A few years after Hutten-Czapski’s death the numismatists of Warsaw 
had a silver medal struck in his honour. 
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Fig. 3. The title page of Catalogue de la collection des médailles et monnaies polonaises du 
comte Emeric Hutten-Czapski, vol. I (St. Petersburg, 1871). National Museum in Krakow. 

 

Not unexpectedly, the achievements of Emeryk Hutten-Czapski continue 
to be respected and recognized today, while a true monument to him are 
his collections, housed and displayed in the Krakow museum of his name, 
as are the still relevant catalogues to his collection. 

 

 

 



84 

Literature 

 

Bodzek 1996 = Jarosław Bodzek, “Monety rzymskie w zbiorze Emeryka Hutten-
Czapskiego”, Notae Numismaticae–Zapiski Numizmatyczne 1, pp. 23-36. 

Haczewska 2003 = Bogumiła Haczewska, “Emeryk Hutten-Czapski (1828-1896)”, 
in: Jarosław Bodzek, Bogumiła Haczewska & Elżbieta Korczyńska, Memoriae 
donatorum. W hołdzie ofiarodawcom Gabinet Numizmatyczny Muzeum Narodowego w 
Krakowie, Z historii Muzeum Narodowego w Krakowie (Kraków), pp. 41-9. 

Kocójowa 1978 = Maria Kocjowa, “Pamiątkom ojczystym ocalonym z burzy dziejowej”. 
Muzeum Emeryka Hutten-Czapskiego (Stańków — Kraków) (Kraków). 

Kocójowa 1996 = Maria Kocjowa, “The Numismatic Passion of Count Emeryk 
Hutten-Czapski”, Notae Numismaticae–Zapiski Numizmatyczne 1, pp. 9-22. 

Korczyńska 2006 = Elżbieta Korczyska, “Kolekcja monet, medali i banknotów 
Emeryka Hutten-Czapskiego i jej miejsce w zbiorach Gabinetu Numizmatycznego 
Muzeum Narodowego w Krakowie”, in: Janina Skorupska (ed.), “Monumentis pa-
triae…”. Emerykowi Hutten-Czapskiemu w 110. rocznicę śmierci Muzeum Narodowe w 
Krakowie (Kraków), pp. 51-61. 

 



Maciej Widawski* 

 

COUNT KAZIMIERZ SOBAŃSKI (1859-1909) 
 

The collecting of coins and medals was a passion avocation quite often 
encountered in the second half of the 19th century among the elite of the 
Polish society. Numerous rich numismatic collections were created in those 
times. The collections tended to be broken up and sold off after the death 
of their owners, gradually amassed into new collections. Only rarely were 
collections passed from one generation to the next, like the collection of 
Franciszek and Andrzej Potocki, surviving more than a hundred years. One 
way to save a collection from breaking up was by presenting it to a public 
museum, but this too was uncommon. The best-known benefactors in this 
respect were the successors of Emeryk Hutten-Czapski who gave over his 
prodigious collections to the city of Cracow. Perhaps this example inspired 
Kazimierz Sobański, also a known coin collector, to offer his collection of 
coins to the city of Warsaw. 

Count Kazimierz Sobański was born on 14 December 1859 in Wasylówka, in 
the eastern reaches of the so-called Ukrainian Podolia, into a wealthy aris-
tocratic landed family known for many services rendered to Poland and the 
Catholic Church. A more prominent representative of this family was Feliks 
Hilary Sobański (1833-1913), a vigorous social activist, generous founder of 
alms-houses, hospitals, schools, and scholarships and many religious build-
ings. In 1880, Feliks Hilary and his sons were made hereditary counts by 
Pope Leo XIII. The main seat of the family in Podole was Obodówka. 
Another known seat of the Sobański was Guzów in Żyrardów county, a great 
estate with three thousand hectares of ploughland and a sugar refinery. 
Feliks purchased this property in 1856, and in 1880 he had a magnificent 
palace built in the French Neo-renaissance style. Feliks Sobański had two 
sons, Michał and Kazimierz. 

Kazimierz, the future numismatist, studied law and economy in Warsaw 
and Lille. Next, in 1882, he took up agricultural training on an estate at 
Grüben in Upper Silesia (now Grabin, near Niemodlin). The owner of the 
estate was Stanisław Walewski, a well-known numismatist, coin collector 
and publicist. There is no doubt that Walewski was the one who awoke in 
young Sobański a passion for numismatics. From that time on Sobański 
started collecting Polish coins, spanning the reign of Sigismundus I the Old 
and the middle of the 19th century. His financial situation improved around 
1886, when he received the estate at Guzów from his father, and he was 
able from that time to purchase even the most valuable specimens. 

 
* State Archaeological Museum, Warsaw; e: numizmat@pma.pl 
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Sobański bought coins at auctions, but also directly from collectors or their 
successors. There is evidence for example that he added to his collection 
the most noteworthy coins from the collection of Adam Jocher, a well-known 
collector of Vilna.1 Travelling abroad Sobański acquainted himself with 
museum collections of Polish coins. In the British Museum he identified an 
unknown gold ten ducat coin of king John Casimir from the Bydgoszcz mint, 
which would be described and published, complete with its image, in the 
Wiadomości Numizmatyczno-Archeologiczne.2 

Sobański was very active on the auctions and antiquarian market, and after 
a few years his collection started to be counted among the largest collec-
tions of Polish coins, named next to those of Czapski, the Potocki family 
and Mańkowski. Its wealth is evidenced not only by the sheer number of 
coins, c. 9,000, but also by the presence in this collection of many rare spe-
cimens and 395 gold coins, among them sixteen so-called portugals, eleven 
half-portugals and three talers in gold. Sobański would add to his collection 
almost until the last moments of his life; it is known also that he had plans 
to expand his collection with Polish medals. 

Count Kazimierz Sobański died on 11 February 1909 in Warsaw and was 
buried in the cemetery at Wiskitki. In his will of 25 June 1908, he presented 
to the city of Warsaw his collection of Polish coins with the intention of 
having it placed in the future City Museum. 

With Sobański’s gift the Museum augmented its collections with a new 
category – coins – which from that time on became an important part of 
its holdings. An inventory was made of its collections in 1910 (with 8,882 
items) and their valuation at 106,121 roubles. 

After Sobański’s death, the custody of his collections was taken by Henryk 
Mańkowski, a known collector, landowner, chairman of the Numismatic 
Society of Cracow. A decision was taken at this time to make a catalogue of 
the whole collection. This task was entrusted to Marian Gumowski, then a 
curator in the Czapski Museum in Cracow. The work on the catalogue took 
several years.3 The catalogue, which later passed to the National Museum, 
today represents an important element of pre-1939 record on the collection. 

During the First World War the Sobański collection was in Cracow, which 
proved providential, because warfare bypassed Cracow and all the collec-
tions found in the city remained intact. The relocation of the collection to 
Warsaw was organized in February 1920 by Mańkowski. A little earlier, a 
safe cabinet and 95 books were brought from Guzów. A financial settlement 
was reached with the Sobański family related to the annuity of 3,000 roubles 
provided for in the will. 

 
1 Różdżyński 1975. 
2 [Editorial] 1891. 
3 Gumowski 1965, p. 49. 
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In the interwar period the Sobański collection was catalogued in the Natio-
nal Museum; unfortunately, without a photographic documentation. 

The view established for many years used to be that the entire Sobański 
collection was robbed by the Germans and did not return to the National 
Museum in Warsaw.4 However, another cataloguing project undertaken in 
the 1990s by the staff of the Coin and Medals Department of the Museum 
identified at least a part of this collection in the museum holdings. This 
suggests that during the German occupation Polish coins shared the fate of 
ancient coins, and that the history of the whole numismatic collection of 
the National Museum in Warsaw was briefly as follows: 

Before the outbreak of the war, the coins had been packed in ten cases – 
Polish coins in six cases, ancient coins in four. The cases were placed in a 
concrete shelter found on the Museum premises. A few days after occupying 
Warsaw the Germans learned about the hidden collections and demanded 
their surrender. On 23 October 1939 these and other museum pieces were 
taken from the Museum to Cracow. In 1945 the retreating Germans shipped 
the collections to Silesia where they placed them in several museum 
storage facilities. The coins and medals from Warsaw’s National Museum 
were discovered in 1945 in the locality Morawa near Strzegom. At first, they 
were placed into storage in Cracow, and in May 1946 brought to Warsaw. 
The recovered collection had been looted to some extent with all the gold 
items missing. 

The coins brought back from Silesia had lost their earlier packaging, and 
thus, their individual inventory numbers. With not a single piece of pre-
war photographic documentation of the coins and medals surviving in 
Warsaw’s National Museum, the identification of coins from the original 
collections is very difficult. This applies also to the coins from the Sobański 
collection which had not been marked in any way, for instance with a 
punched emblem of their owner.5 What we have at our disposal is the hand-
written catalogue professionally made by Gumowski and the pre-1939 
record cards. According to these records the National Museum of Warsaw 
recovered c. 80% of smaller denomination coins from its pre-war holdings, 
and of the larger denominations, presumably a much smaller percentage. 

However, some fine and rare specimens are found among the surviving 
coins, unique ones even, as the truly exceptional Crown taler of John Casimir 
with letters GBA (Gianbattista Amoretti) minted in Lwów in 1661 (Fig. 1). 

 

 
4 About the collection of Polish coins in the National Museum in Warsaw: “its origin was 

Count W. Sobański’s collection (about 13,000 pieces, lost during the last war)”; Kier-
snowski 1961, p. 142. 

5 Possibly the decisive factor was the form of the Junosza coat of arms of the Sobański 
family, or, an image of ram in a side view, not easily made into a legible punch-mark, 
analogous to the Leliwa coat of arms of Czapski, or the Pilawa of the Potocki family. 
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Fig. 1. A pattern taler of John Casimir from 1661, with letters GBA, initials of Giovan 

Battista Amoretti, the Administrator of the Lwów mint. Silver, 45 mm. 
National Museum, Warsaw, no. 112203 (photo by the author). 

 

This taler was identified in 1898 in the royal collections in Stockholm by 
Wiktor Wittyg. Thanks to the intercession of the renowned Stockholm anti-
quarian Henryk Bukowski with King Oscar II of Sweden, an exchange was 
made, and the taler that same year passed to Sobański’s collection.6 

Another unique piece is a pattern taler of Stanislaus Augustus Poniatowski, 
made in 1766 by Jan Filip Holzhäusser (Fig. 2).7 The design of its reverse 
failed to gain approval of those who assessed this pattern piece, but the 
design of the obverse was subsequently used on taler of regular issue with 
the date of 1766. 

 

      
 

Fig. 2. A pattern taler of Stanislaus Augustus from 1766, designed by Jan Filip Holzhäusser. 
Silver, 44 mm. National Museum, Warsaw, no. 113549 (photo by the author). 

 
6 Bartynowski 1899. 
7 Kopicki 1995, no. 2455; Plage 1913, no. 378. The coin was purchased by Sobański for 1,200 

marks in December 1896 at Merzbacher’s auction in Munich (Merzbacher 1896, no. 132, 
with a photograph). 
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Other outstanding coins from Sobański’s collection held by the Warsaw 
National Museum: 
– a pattern czworak (quadruple groschen) of Sigismundus August from 1568 
– a Crown shilling of Stephen Bathory from 1586 with an eagle on the obverse 
– a Crown półgrosz (half-groschen) of Stephen Bathory from 1579 
– a Crown trojak (triple groschen coin) of Stephen Bathory from 1580 

without the denomination “III” on the reverse 
– a Prussian groschen of Stephen Bathory from 1584 
– a Prussian triple groschen coin of Stephen Bathory from 1585 
– a Crown ternarius of Sigismundus III from 1601 
– a triple groschen coin of Lithuania of Sigismundus III from 1603 
– a taler struck to commemorate the siege of Toruń issued in 1629 
– a half-taler of Toruń from 1642 
– a pattern Crown zloty coins of John Casimir from 1665 
– Crown half-talers of John Casimir from 1649 and 1651 
– a Lithuanian shilling of John Casimir with letters TZH from 1666 
– a Gdańsk ort of John Casimir from 1667 
– an Elbląg ort struck on a square flan from 1651 
– a Crown ort of Augustus II from 1704. 

 
The fate of Sobański’s gold remains unclear. It could be in museum store-
rooms in Germany or Russia. A small group of these coins, thirty pieces at 
most, returned to the Museum after the war from Silesia, with a further 
sixty-four gold coins. Of these the most interesting is a unique John III 
Sobieski quadruple ducat coin of Gdańsk issued in 1692. (Fig. 3). At present, 
this is the only known specimen of this coin.8  

 
 

          
Fig. 3. A quadruple ducat coin of John III Sobieski from 1692. Gold, 37 mm. 

National Museum, Warsaw, no. 116832 (photo by the author). 
 
 

 
8 Previously in the collection of John Philipp of Gdańsk who acquired this coin at an 

auction in 1906 (Hess Nachf. 1906, no. 2459, with a photograph). The quadruple ducat 
coin was put up for auction in 1907 (Rosenberg (ed.) 1907, no. 499, with a photograph) 
and bought by Sobański. 
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The review of other coins in this group reveals several more characteristic 
specimens traced to from Sobański’s collection. These are: 
– a Crown double ducat of Sigismundus I the Old from 15289 
– a Crown ducat of Sigismundus I the Old with letters T-I from 1531 
– a Lithuanian ducat of John Casimir from 1666 
– a shilling struck in gold of the Free City of Danzig from 1808. 

Moreover, a further 24 coins brought from Silesia could have belonged to 
Sobański’s collection but this cannot be established conclusively. Thus, out 
of 395 Polish coins from the pre-war collection bequeathed by Sobański, 
Warsaw’s National Museum at present has in its keeping at most 30 speci-
mens. Thus, the “war” losses are staggering10. 

The history of the collection of Kazimierz Sobański reflects the process of 
formation of private collections, but is also a reminder that the resources 
of today’s public museums largely derive from past donations or bequests. 
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Adam Degler* 

THE OSSOLIŃSKI NATIONAL INSTITUTION, WROCŁAW: 
THE NUMISMATIC COLLECTION 
 
There is no need to discuss the general history of the numismatic collection 
in the Ossoliński National Institute (in short: the Ossolineum), since it was 
presented on the XIVth INC Congress in Glasgow.1 In this paper, I would like 
to present some developments in our knowledge of the subject. 

The numismatic collections in the Ossolineum are as old as the institution 
itself. Their beginnings were connected with the cultural activity of Polish 
aristocracy and nobility in the Kingdom of Galicia and Lodomeria (so-called 
East Galicia, Eastern Lesser Poland in the years 1918-1939) in the turn of 
the 18th and 19th centuries. Founders’ donations, as we call them, came from 
Count Józef Maksymilian Ossoliński (1748-1826), Prince Henryk Lubomirski 
(1777-1850) and Count Ignacy Adam Krasicki (1767-1844); each of them 
contained more than 1,000 items in 1828-1829.2 Other donations started to 
come immediately, among others from Prince Fryderyk Lubomirski (1779-
1848), Henryk’s brother, Adam Junosza Rościszewski (1774-1844), a land-
owner and a friend of the first director of the Ossolineum, the neighbour of 
Lubomirski and collector, and then hundreds of other people, among others 
aristocrats, noblemen, clergy, officials, artists, freelancers of various de-
scent, mainly Polish, German, Austrian, Jewish, Ruthenian, Hungarian and 
Romanian. Many of them were collectors themselves. Some of them are still 
very well known today. Others are now completely forgotten or unknown. 
Gifts were supplied by much less numerous purchases and still less numer-
ous exchanges. 

The funding gift of Ossoliński contained 58 ancient coins, 446 Polish coins 
and medals and 512 foreign coins and medals.3 The mystery of the origin of 
Ossoliński’s collection is still unsolved. We only know that it had to be 
completed in Vienna at the turn of the 18th and 19th centuries, perhaps on 
the basis of the older collection of Józef Salezy Ossoliński.  

The founding gift of Lubomirski contained 1,851 ancient coins, c. 2,973 
Polish coins and medals, and c. 347 foreign coins and medals.4 Lubomirski 

 
* The Ossoliński National Institution, Wrocław; e: adam.degler@ossolineum.pl 
1 Degler 2011. 
2 Księga darczyńców MS., pp. 16-20, nos. 1, 2, 8 and 9.  
3 Pawlikowski MS.; Łoś MS. 
4 Księga darczyńców, MS., pp. 16 and 18. The number of ancient coins is almost identical 

with the number obtained from the detailed lists of the gift. 

mailto:adam.degler@ossolineum.pl
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obtained 548 coins and medals from the legacy of Stanisław Lubomirski 
(1722-1783), the late husband of Henryk’s patroness Izabela.5 He had also 
a collection of his own, counting 844 Polish coins and medals, including at 
least 160 gold specimens.6 Thanks to the newly discovered (in August 2021) 
document which is the list of a few thousand numismatic objects prefaced 
with two pages of introduction entitled “Notification on medals sent by 
Stanisław [Kostka] Potocki to Vienna for Princess [Izabela] Lubomirska” 
we got to know the origin of the remaining part of the Prince’s collection.7 
There were 1,926 ancient coins, 872 Polish coins and medals, and 321 
foreign coins in this transfer. Although the list is very general, a dozen or 
so unique or distinct objects had been described in it; they can be subject 
to identification (Figs. 1 and 2).8 Those coins were kept in Izabela’s palace 
in Vienna, which was inherited with all the equipment by Henryk after the 
princess died in 1816.9 
 

       
Fig. 1: Aureus, mint in Rome, 43 , issuers L. Cestius, C. Norbanus (praetors). 
Diam. 19.1 mm, weight 8.10 g, Inv. No.  5569. There is a trace of the former 

inventory no. on the obverse of the coin. The provenance of this coin can be traced back 
to Stanisław Kostka Potocki, c. 1800. 

       

Fig. 2: Four-ducats medal issued in memory of King Louis by King Ferdinand I, 
minted in Kremnica (Hungary, today’s Slovakia), 1544. Medallist Christoph Fuessel, 
mint-director Wolfgang Guglinger. Diam. 30 mm, weight 13.87 g, Inv. No.: G 1659. 

There is the former inventory number seen on the obverse of the coin. 
The provenance of this coin can be traced back to Stanisław Kostka Potocki, c. 1800. 

 
5 Lubomirski (Opisanie) MS. 
6 Lubomirski (Spis) MS. 
7 Potocki MS., pp. 1-2 (“Uwiadomienie o medalach, które Stanisław Potocki przesyła do 

Wiednia dla Xiężnej JWci Lubomirskiej”). It is digitalised and accessible on the Internet. 
8 Stanisław Kostka Potocki (1755-1821) was one of the most outstanding representatives 

of the Polish Enlightenment and also a collector, an amateur explorer and first Polish 
art historian, who organised his private museum in Wilanów in 1805 (see: Długajczyk & 
Machnik 2008, pp. 56-57 & 74-75; Długajczyk & Machnik 2019, pp. 8-9. 

9 Currently we cannot state when Henryk Lubomirski received the part of his collection 
originating from Stanisław Lubomirski. 
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The founding gift of count Ignacy Adam Krasicki contained 977 ancient coins 
and 24 modern French coins. The origin of a small part of this collection is 
given in the list itself: the former collection of Daner.10 Until recently we 
had just a vague idea of what were the origins of this collection and its 
content. The discovery of rich manuscript legacy of Krasicki allows us to 
get to know it and far more than that. It is kept in the Przemyśl State Archive 
within the series Archiwum Zamku Leskiego Krasickich (archive of the Krasicki 
family from Lesko castle). There are several dozen manuscripts containing 
descriptions of the manor house, its equipment, the numismatic collection, 
some numismatic treaties and extensive comments (for example on faking 
ancient coins at that time), as well as Krasicki’s diaries, including the one 
(in two volumes) of his tour to Italy in 1811 with extremely detailed des-
criptions of monuments and names of antiquarians selling numismatic 
objects.11 Krasicki had a splendid collection of ancient coins (4,850 items), 
with at least 155 gold objects in it. It was dispersed after the count’s death 
and then got lost. 

The Ossolineum had also been receiving parcels with coins found in East 
Galicia from the mid-1830s throughout the 1840s. Many coins from those 
finds entered the collection. Other local coin finds entered the collection 
irregularly or were recorded in the Institute’s archive only. In 1914, there 
were 12,411 coins and medals registered in the inventory books written down 
by Wojciech Kętrzyński, director of the Ossolineum, including 413 Greek 
coins, 2,689 Roman coins, 5,620 Polish coins, 1,512 Polish medals and 2,177 
foreign medals. At least 5,000 foreign coins were not inventoried at that 
time. The numismatic collection in the Ossolineum in Lwów (today’s Lviv, 
Ukraine) reached 23,500 specimens in 1928 and 29,600 specimens in 1939, 
including two former big collections of the Pawlikowski family (3,811 spe-
cimens) and Ludwik Świeżawski (3,581 specimens). The dramatic period of 
the division of the collection in years 1940-1946 has been researched 
recently. It is a very complex subject, so let us only mention that c. 12,500 
coins and medals remained in Lviv, whereas c. 17,500 were evacuated by 
the Germans to Cracow and then to Złotoryja in Lower Silesia. At last, we 
managed to evaluate the total war losses from that time at c. 3,000 speci-
mens, including many valuable, gold pieces. These numismatic objects got 
lost during their journey.12 

The Numismatic Department has been functioning since 1955 in Wrocław, 
from the 1990s as a part of the recreated Museum of the Lubomirski Princes. 
Its collections are more diverse than coins and medals only. There are also 
seals (matrices and imprints), orders, badges and other decorations, plaques, 
arts and crafts, historical souvenirs and stamps. There are 6,500 ancient 

 
10 Krasicki MS., pp. 23-24. 
11 The series (Archiwum Krasickich, MS.) is still being digitised, so it is too early to say a 

final word on it. 
12 Degler 2020; Forysiak-Wójciński 2020. 
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coins, 20,000 Polish coins, 11,250 foreign coins, 6,700 medals, 5,550 phaler-
istic objects and over 72,000 sphragistic objects and 7,100 banknotes. Apart 
of that, there is one hoard discovered in Wrocław on Kazimierza Wielkego 
Street in 2000 which counts c. 100,000 Jagiellonian pennies. A sample of 
them, researched in 2021, indicates that they come from a counterfeiting 
mint. Jan Nowak-Jeziorański and Stanisław Garczyński donated two big-
gest gifts after the WWII.13 

In 2017-2018, on the occasion of the bicentennial of the Ossolineum, the 
keepers of the numismatic collection prepared a presentation devoted to 
the long forgotten permanent numismatic exhibition in Lwów (Lviv) held 
in 1928-1939.14 We managed to determine that c. 1,700 coins and medals 
and 244 banknotes were exhibited on it and that the greatest part of those 
objects were lost during the wartime transports. We are working at the 
moment on the future permanent exhibition of the Museum of the Lubo-
mirski Princes. Some kind of reconstruction of the Lwów exhibition, virtual 
or illustrative, will find its place in the new building. Thus, the past will 
meet the future. 

The research on the various aspects of the Ossolineum is one of the keys to 
understand the broader context of the history of coin collecting among the 
Poles during partitions (1772-1918), and then in the independent Second 
Polish Republic (1918-1939). Recent developments prove that there is still 
much to discover. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Abbreviations 
 

agad = Archiwum Główne Akt Dawnych w Warszawie (Central Archives of Historical 
Records, Warsaw). 

lnnb ms = Львівська національна наукова бібліотека України імені В. Стефа-
ника (Vasyl Stefanyk Lviv National Scientific Library of Ukraine), Department of 
Manuscripts. 

Ossolineum, MS = The Ossoliński National Institute, Department of Manuscripts. 
 

 
13 The recent period was discussed in: Forysiak-Wójciński & Koniarek 2018, pp. 414-39. 
14 Baran et al. 2019. 
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Fig. 1. Exterior of the Emeryk Hutten-Czapski Museum, Krakow 

The National Museum in Krakow was created in 1879 by a resolution of the 
City Council of Krakow, at a time when the Polish State was no longer in 
existence, its territory divided by Prussia, Russia and Austria. The National 
Museum could be instituted thanks to the liberal policies pursued at the 
time in Austria-Hungary. In its first statute passed in 1883, the Museum 
was provided with a Department of Numismatics (now Numismatic Cabi-
net) in response to the progress made in the Polish numismatic research 
and the awareness of its significance for the history of Poland. In the 19th 
century a large community of collectors and researchers was active in all 
three partitions, as well as outside Poland’s historical borders, and the first 
serious contributions on numismatics were published. In 1888 the Numis-
matic Society was established in Krakow, the first such association in Polish 
lands, serving as a focal point for Polish numismatists then active in 
different parts of the country and the world. In practice, the Numismatic 
Cabinet started to operate in 1884, the time when it acquired its first item: 
a medal commemorating the resolution passed by the Four Years’ Sejm to 
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enlarge the army (1789), donated by Jan Matejko. As time went by, the 
numismatic collection continued expanding, supported largely by dona-
tions deriving from all three partitions, and to a lesser extent, by purchases. 
By 1903 the numismatic collection had grown to include several thousand 
coins, medals and banknotes. 

The year 1903 marks a milestone in the history of the Numismatic Cabinet. 
By the decision of ElŜbieta Hutten-Czapska and her son Jerzy, the Munici-
pality of Krakow received as a donation the collection of Emeryk Hutten-
Czapski, her deceased husband, complete with the museum pavilion hous-
ing it (Fig. 1). The collection and pavilion were made part of the National 
Museum, then governed by the Municipality. With this major change in its 
holdings the status of the Numismatic Cabinet also changed. Until then it 
used to be an average collection, one of many of its kind in the country. The 
acquisition of an extensive high-quality collection of more than 11,000 
Polish coins, medals and memorabilia associated with Poland amassed by 
Count Emeryk, made the collection of the National Museum in Krakow a 
leading corpus of its kind (Fig. 2). 
 

 

Fig. 2. Wedding medal of King Vladislas IV and Queen Louise-Mary de Gonzague 
by Jan Höhn the Elder, obverse, Gdańsk mint, 1646. Gold. Collection of the 
National Museum in Krakow, ex Count Emeryk Hutten-Czapski bequest 

What is more, for the first time in its history the Museum had acquired 
space for the display of its numismatic collections in the excellently de-
signed and fitted out Museum of the Counts Czapski (previously the numis-
matic pieces had been stored in the building of the Cloth Hall). The donation 
from the Czapski family and the display facilities opened up the way for a 
wave of further donations. Many benefactors simply followed the example 
of the Czapskis, while others did their best to add to his collections in an 
informed manner. Some pieces acquired in this way were found to be dupli-
cates and sold off, the obtained funds used to purchase lacking specimens 
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at auctions abroad, and from private individuals. Numerous acquisitions 
significantly enhanced and supplemented the display in the Emeryk Hutten-
Czapski Museum, this is indicated by the guidebook published in 1908 and 
plans made to publish volume 6 of the catalogue to the collection. 

The outbreak of the First World War did not slow down the growth of the 
collection, although in the face of the threat of the Russian offensive it was 
concealed in barrels and buried in the cellars of the Czapski Palace, with 
dire consequences for the arrangement by chronology and classes devel-
oped over many years. Worse still, some of the provenances went missing. 
The end of the war and the regaining of its independence by Poland in 1918 
brought some changes to the situation of the National Museum and its 
numismatic collection. Other institutions were established across the country 
and became to some extent a target for the generosity of benefactors. Even 
so, the flow of donations to the Numismatic Cabinet continued, and some 
significant purchases were made as well. The Polish part of the collection 
retained its prominent role, while the permanent display in the Czapski 
Palace was open to the general public who could acquaint themselves with 
the numismatic collection. This period also witnessed a very lively coopera-
tion between the Museum and the Numismatic Society of Krakow. 

The Second World War brought major changes, fraught with consequences 
for the situation of the numismatic collections. In the face of threat, they 
were once again concealed in barrels and buried but this did not keep them 
from being seized by the Germans. Nevertheless, for reasons that are not 
entirely clear the war losses suffered by the holdings of Krakow’s National 
Museum turned out relatively small as compared to other Polish museums. 
Much more fraught with consequences was once again the disruption of the 
original arrangement of the collection and the loss of a part of the records, 
resulting in the loss of provenances of a significant number of items. An-
other major development was the expulsion by the Germans of the Museum 
management from the Cloth Hall and its relocation to the Czapski Palace 
which caused the loss of the exhibition spaces. This situation persisted after 
independence was regained in 1945, reducing the space available for the 
display of the collections of the Numismatic Cabinet only in the form of tem-
porary exhibitions. The management and most of the Museum administra-
tion would remove from the Czapski Palace only in the 1990s. however, this 
did not discourage benefactors, who continued to add substantially to the 
collections of the Numismatic Cabinet. Among many donations two gifts 
stand out especially in this period – a group of 2,574 ancient coins donated 
by Karol Halama (1946), and 5,000 medieval coins presented by Jadwiga 
and Andrzej Kleczkowski – originally from the collection of Zygmunt 
Zakrzewski (1960). The former would make the collection of ancient coins 
one of the most important in this country, the latter added significantly to 
the class of medieval Polish and Central European coins. The time after the 
war was also a period of tedious work on restoring order to the numismatic 
collection, arranged by classes. The year 1989 and the fall of communism 
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brought further major changes in the history of the collection. In the 1990s 
the key goals for developing the numismatic collection were defined, as e.g., 
organizing a permanent exhibition in the Czapski Palace, restoring the 
proper remembrance of Emeryk Hutten-Czapski and his collection, expand-
ing the numismatic collection with indicated fields and making the Numis-
matic Cabinet the focus of the collecting community, and for research and 
educational activities. The pursuit of these goals was a priority for the staff 
of the Numismatic Cabinet. Contacts were established with members of the 
Czapski family, and the Society of Friends of the Emeryk Hutten-Czapski 
Museum was established, its main goal being to support the idea of opening 
a permanent exhibition. In 1997 an exhibition was organized accompanied 
by a comprehensive catalogue to commemorate the centenary of the death 
of Emeryk Hutten-Czapski. Lastly, in cooperation with the Numismatic 
Section of the Archaeological Committee of the Polish Academy of Sciences 
in Krakow, the Museum started to publish its academic journal Notae Numis-

maticae–Zapiski Numizmatyczne. 

The early 21st century brought an intensification of the process of the 
quantitative and qualitative enlargement of the collections of the Numis-
matic Cabinet through donations, large and small – the latter not less 
relevant because of their quality – and to a lesser extent, from purchases. 
More outstanding among the former have been donations made in stages 
over a few years, decades even, aimed on augmenting the numismatic col-
lections of the National Museum in Krakow with particular classes of coins. 
Of these the most notable was the contribution made by the lawyer Lech 
Kokociński (over 8,000 donated items), Mirosław Kruszyński (c. 21,000 
items), reverend Jan J. Kołecki (c. 5,200 items), architect Jacek Budyn (c. 100 
items) and William M. Stancomb (c. 100 items). Each of these benefactors 
was guided by a somewhat different goal. Thus, thanks to L. Kokociński, 
the Museum added to its collections, besides items of other classes, 2,500 
ancient coins (mostly from the Black Sea region and the Greek Orient) and 
nearly 3,000 forgeries (ancient to modern). M. Kruszyński may be credited 
with basically creating a comprehensive collection of world circulation coins 
and banknotes, 10th to 20th century. A similar aim had guided J.J. Kołecki, 
while the primary concern of J. Budyn was to raise the quality of the Anti-
quity and Medieval collections, while W.M. Stancomb was concerned with 
the collection of ancient coins. Among single donations first place is taken 
by a group of 900 items offered in 2016 by Michał Krupowies. Its main 
element was a series of coins of Pomerania, poorly represented previously 
in the collections of the Krakow Museum, next to which there were some 
coins of the Teutonic Order, ancient issues, etc. A much smaller but extre-
mely valuable group of ten ancient coins was donated by Prof. Tadeusz 
Zawadzki, while Prof. Jannis Hourmouziadis contributed two early coins of 
Ancient Lydia (an electrum trite and a silver stater of Croesus). Some dona-
tions were made by institutions, e.g., the Warsaw Numismatic Centre, and 
organizations e.g., the Polish Numismatic Society. An event important for 
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the development of the Oriental and Antique collections was the acquisition 
of more than 12,000 coins and some other items previously in the former 
Polish Museum in Jerusalem accomplished through the efforts of the 
Ministry of Culture, National Heritage and Sports. Finally, the museum 
collections have been regularly augmented by gifts from the National Bank 
of Poland. All in all, since 1990 the resources of the Numismatic Cabinet 
have increased by c. 40,000 items, and number at present c. 130,000 inven-
tory entries. This makes the numismatic collection of the National Museum 
in Krakow not only unique in Poland, one that not only emerged almost 
intact from the most gruelling periods of Poland’s 20th-century history, but 
thanks to the generosity of benefactors also one that is continuing to 
develop in a dynamic manner. 

 

 

Fig. 3. Interior of the Emeryk Hutten-Czapski Museum, Krakow. 
The Room of Coins and Medals from the 16th-18th centuries. 

 

A major milestone was the renovation of the Czapski Palace in 2009-2013, 
co-financed by the European Union, which opened up the way after seventy 
years for a new and forward-looking permanent numismatic exhibition 
(Fig. 3). It presents 2,500 specimens – ancient and Polish coins, among 
them a few hundred prime specimens from the former collection of Emeryk 
Hutten-Czapski. Another room is dedicated to the display of temporary 
exhibitions addressing a specific subject and based both on the museum’s 
own collections and on specimens borrowed from other institutions and 
from private individuals. Eight temporary exhibitions were held since 2013, 
and yet another is pending, companion to the International Numismatic 
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Congress, its subject Polish private medals, from the Renaissance to the 
end of the First Republic (1795). Thanks to its renovation the Czapski Palace 
is now provided with lecture halls, enabling the implementation of postu-
late of turning the Emeryk Hutten-Czapski Museum and the Numismatic 
Cabinet into the focus of all sorts of activities related to numismatics. The 
museum has played host to domestic and international conferences and has 
been the seat (since 1908) of the Krakow branch of the Polish Numismatic 
Society. The lecture halls of the Czapski Palace have been the venue of 
popular science lectures, introducing numismatics to the general public. 
This has also been the venue for strictly academic encounters as part of a 
cooperation with the Numismatic Section of the Archaeological Committee 
of the Polish Academy of Sciences in Krakow. Last but not least, the Numis-
matic Cabinet has been the home base of members of the editorial office of 
Notae Numismaticae–Zapiski Numizmatyczne, at present a leading Polish 
numismatic journal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literature 

 

Błońska 2017 = Diana Boska, “W obliczu kataklizmu. Zabezpieczenie zbiorów 
Muzeum Narodowego w Krakowie przed pierwszą i drugą wojną światową”, Dzieje 
Najnowsze 49, no. 1, pp. 27-53. 

Bodzek et al. 2003 = Jarosław Bodzek, Bogumiła Haczewska & ElŜbieta Korczyńska, 
Memoriae donatorum. W hołdzie ofiarodawcom Gabinet Numizmatyczny Muzeum 
Narodowego w Krakowie, Z historii Muzeum Narodowego w Krakowie (Kraków). 

Haczewska 2006 = Bogumiła Haczewska, “Historia Oddziału im Emeryka Hutten-
Czapskiego w Muzeum Narodowym w Krakowie (1903-2060)” in: Janina Sko-
rupska (ed.), “Monumentis patriae…”. Emerykowi Hutten-Czapskiemu w 110. rocznicę 
śmierci Muzeum Narodowe w Krakowie (Kraków), pp. 39-44. 

Woźniak 2013 = Mateusz Woniak, “European Centre of Polish Numismatics at the 
National Museum in Krakow (2007–2013)”, Notae Numismaticae–Zapiski Numiz-
matyczne 7, pp. 15-7. 



Andrzej Romanowski* 

 
THE NATIONAL MUSEUM IN WARSAW (MNW): 
DEPARTMENT OF COINS AND MEDALS 

 
The collection of the Department of Coins and Medals in the National 
Museum in Warsaw is the largest of its kind in Poland and a leading 
collection in Europe. It owes its repute not only to the number of objects in 
its possession (over 250,000) but, above all, to their quality and diversity. 
The numismatic collection spans the history of European and non-Euro-
pean coinage from Antiquity through the medieval and modern ages to the 
most recent coins issued in Poland. This rich corpus of coins is comple-
mented by a fine collection of banknotes and paper securities, and by some 
fascinating examples of non-monetary currency. Its other resources are 
medals and decorations, and there is also a rich collection of seals. Another 
critical function of the Department is restoration work which not only 
ensures that objects in its collections are maintained in the best possible 
condition, but also helps broaden our knowledge on the proper care of our 
exhibits. 

 
Fig. 1. Kazimierz Count Sobański, photo by unknown author, before 1900.  

National Museum in Warsaw, no. 22525  

 
* Department of Coins & Medals, National Museum in Warsaw (mnw). 
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The National Museum in Warsaw is one of the largest and most important 
art museums in Poland. It was created in 1862 as the Museum of Fine Arts, 
in 1916 was renamed the National Museum of the Capital City of Warsaw, 
and in 1918 the National Museum. In 1945 it was recognized as a central 
State institution. Its Department of Coins and Medals dates back to 1921 
when it comprised two major collections: the collection of Count Kazimierz 
Sobański (Fig. 1) – one of the largest and most famous collections of Polish 
coins of that period, and a fine collection of ancient coins of Dr Władysław 
Semerau-Siemianowski acquired the same year. Two rooms in the National 
Museum building were opened in 1938 and dedicated to the numismatic 
collections; they were named after these two benefactors. With time, the 
collection expanded by donations and purchases, enriched with many 
valuable specimens deriving from regular collections, accidental finds and 
archaeological fieldwork. 

The numismatic collection suffered major losses during the Second World 
War. Many rare and unique specimens were seized by the Germans. These 
losses would be recouped only to some extent in the post-war years by 
private and institutional collections obtained in the process of salvaging 
pre-war collections abandoned and scattered during the Second World War. 
Even so, some of them entered the National Museum already depleted of 
their finest specimens. 

The Department of Coins and Medals falls into eleven main classes. The 
largest of these is the Collection of Polish Coins, with c. 58,000 objects, span-
ning the history of Polish coinage from its origins to the present day (Fig. 2). 

 

Fig. 2. Sigismund II Augustus, portugal (10 ducats) of Lithuania, 1562, Vilna mint, obverse. 
Gold. National Museum in Warsaw, no. 116777  

 

The Collection of Polish Coins dates to the same period as the Department 
of Coins and Medals. In 1920, the National Museum in Warsaw added to its 
resources the collection of Count Kazimierz Sobański, originally bequeathed 
in his will to the city of Warsaw in 1908. This was a corpus of nearly 9,000 
coins, from Sigismund I to 1867.1 With subsequent acquisitions, as e.g., the 

 
1 Widawski 2012. 
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purchase from Baron Józef Weyssenhoff in 1922 of a corpus of c. 1,000 early 
medieval coins, and sixteen years later, the allocation from the National Art 
Collection, the collection continued to expand. Many coins obtained from 
the National Art Collection originated from the so-called equivalent collec-
tion returned by Soviet Russia to Poland by the Peace Treaty of Riga of 1920 
to compensate for coins and medals seized by the Russians after the na-
tional uprisings of the 19th century – in the first place, from the University 
of Warsaw. As such, the Department of Coins and Medals of the National 
Museum may be said to continue the numismatic traditions of the Uni-
versity of Warsaw. With the heavy losses suffered during the Second World 
War the value of the surviving collections decreased by more than half. In 
the post-war period the collection was restored by donations, allocations 
and purchases. 

The second largest and extremely diverse collection of the Department of 
Coins and Medals is its Collection of Foreign Coins. It includes 50,000 Euro-
pean coins spanning a broad territory and chronology. Found here are e.g., 
coins of early medieval European kingdoms, the earliest dating to the 7th 
century, as well as later gold coins – e.g., Venetian and Hungarian ducats, 
French écu d’or and English nobles. The early modern period is represented 
by a rich selection of coins – early 16th-century Jáchymov talers, and 
assorted Imperial, municipal, princely and episcopal issues. A group that is 
set apart by a non-standard material and circumstances of issue are siege 
coins, commemorative coins e.g., square prize coins of Saxony, talers struck 
in gold and early 17th-century silver medal-like talers. The collection of 19th- 
and 20th-century coins completes this presentation of European coinage. 

 

 
Fig. 3. Derrones, octodrachm, minted in Macedon, c.520-480 , obverse. 

National Museum in Warsaw, no. 57110  

 

The Collection of Ancient Coins is the best of its kind in Poland (Fig. 3). Its 
origins go back to Dr Władysław Semerau-Siemianowski who donated to 
the National Museum in 1921 his collection of 27,711 ancient coins and 133 
Byzantine seals.2 In 1925-1930 the Museum purchased from the collection 
of Ignacy Terlecki 1,751 coins of Black Sea Greek colonies and of the King-

 
2 Wiercińska 2014. 
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dom of Cimmerian Bosporus,3 including a group of electrum staters.4 In 
1938 the National Art Collection transferred more than 3,000 ancient coins, 
among them aes grave series and the first didrachms.5 Also notable is a 
corpus of Byzantine coins which includes an impressive number of gold 
specimens. In 1939 the Museum added to its resources the collection of 
Prof. Jan Lewiński of 446 Greek and Roman coins. The pre-war collection 
of ancient coins comprised over 30,000 pieces, including 361 gold and elec-
trum issues. After the war the depleted collection started being rebuilt. At 
present it comprises over 40,000 Greek, Celtic, Roman and Byzantine coins. 

The Collection of Coins from Lands Historically Affiliated with Poland 
numbering more than 6,000 specimens includes coins issued by states 
tributary to Poland and territories otherwise historically affiliated with 
Poland. Unfortunately, the provenance of most of these specimens is hard 
to establish. This is because they are survivors of pre-war collections, 
abandoned or broken up during the Second World War. Their acquisition by 
the museum partly compensated for the heavy war losses. The geographical 
and chronological scope of this collection is quite diverse. Found here are 
coins of Courland, Silesian duchies, Western Pomerania, the Teutonic 
Order,6 Ducal Prussia, from the medieval period until the 17th century, as 
well as the coins of the Principality of Moldavia, for a time a fiefdom of 
Poland. Also of special note is a group of Silesian coins which besides their 
substantial value for research are high in aesthetic value. The appeal of this 
collection is raised by the presence of rare and unique items. 

Another fascinating group is the Collection of Eastern Coins. It includes the 
coinage of the Near East and the Caucasus, e.g., Iran, Syria, Armenia and 
Georgia, and the Far East – India, China, Japan, with a total of more than 
4,000 specimens. The most complete and instructive group are Chinese 
coins – spade or knife shaped among them – from the of 4th century bc and 
the most recent, 20th-century issues. Another interesting group are medieval 
silver dirhams of the Islamic East which were carried to Europe, including 
the territory of present-day Poland between the late 9th and early 11th century. 

Finally, the Collection of Banknotes and Paper Securities numbers some 
19,000 items. Its resources include paper money and financial documents 
from the last three centuries: bonds, promissory notes, cheques and share 
certificates. Of particular importance for the history of Poland are e.g., 
treasury notes from the time of the Kosciuszko’s Rising in 1794, cash notes 
of the Duchy of Warsaw from 1810, and the first banknotes of the Second 

 
3 Walczak 2016. 
4 The collections of coins of Black Sea cities and Cimmerian Bosporus were presented in 

catalogues to this collection in the series Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum: Walczak & Krzy-
żanowska 2015; Walczak 2018. 

5 The collection of Roman Republican coins was presented in the catalogue to this col-
lection: Wiercińska 1996. 

6 Coins of the Teutonic Order were published in a catalogue by Miehle 1998. 



106 

Polish Republic. A poignant reminder of a more recent age is a collection of 
paper money of the Litzmannstadt Ghetto donated in 1978 by Włodzimierz 
Głuchowski. An interesting, nearly comprehensive collection of United States 
and Canada dollar notes was donated in 1976 by Andrzej J. Piękoś. 

Another excellent section of the Department is the Collection of Polish and 
Foreign Medals numbering over 16,000 items. Its original core, the collec-
tion of Kazimierz Sobański included royal medals, mostly struck in gold, 
but these were lost during the Second World War. Other acquisitions in-
cluded a collection purchased in 1924 from Henryk Phull – 1460 medals 
from the post-Partitions period, and a collection of 179 royal medals do-
nated by Henryk Mańkowski. In 1938 the Cabinet was enriched further with 
1,000 medals obtained from the National Art Collection. Another acquisition 
made that year was a collection of medals, devotional medals and pendants 
received from the Polish Museum in Rapperswil. Polish medals found in the 
collection include the earliest, 16th-century specimens, and more recent 
pieces, some of them the work of outstanding medal makers – Giovanni 
Maria Mosca (il Padovano), Sebastian Dadler, Johann Höhn, Johann Buch-
heim and Jan Filip Holzhaeusser. Nineteenth- and early twentieth-century 
Polish medal-making marked by a strong patriotic sentiment is represented 
by the works of outstanding masters e.g., Władysław Leszczyński, Kazimierz 
Chodziński, Jan Wysocki, Jan Raszka, Stanisław Lewandowski and Konstanty 
Laszczka. 

Next to its numismatic collections the Department of Coins and Medals of 
the National Museum in Warsaw has some non-numismatic objects. Num-
bering 17,000 items, the Sigillography Collection includes impressions, 
prints and seal matrices. Most of these items derive from private collections 
acquired before 1939. They include medieval and early modern seal matri-
ces, seal impressions found on documents from the 15th century and later, 
and signet ring stones engraved with heraldic crests. A collection of 19th-
century brass casts of medieval seals is one of the largest of its kind in 
Poland. It includes royal, ducal, ecclesiastic seals, seals used by members 
of the clergy and private lay individuals, and also municipal and guild seals. 

Despite its relatively short history the Phaleristics Collection contains some 
interesting pieces. Created only in the post-war period, it is made up mostly 
of items acquired before the war – in the first place, from the collection of 
Stanisław Kosieradzki containing, i.a., 2,272 badges and decorations. There 
is also an excellent collection of Polish shooting society badges and of Ger-
man military awards and decorations. Also on display is a vast range of pins 
and decorations related to governmental administration, social organiza-
tions, sports clubs, etc. Enthusiasts of Polish military decorations and 
emblems will also find much to enjoy. Some of the decorations on display 
are extremely valuable on account of their recipients, as for example the 
Order of Polonia Restituta awarded to Ignacy Paderewski and orders of the 
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heroic mayor of Warsaw, Stefan Starzyński. The oldest decorations in this 
Collection are stars of the Order of the White Eagle. 

The Collection of Religious Pendants comprises over 9,000 items deriving 
from valuable pre-war collections – e.g., of the Polish Museum in Rappers-
wil, the collections of Dominik Witke-Jeżewski and Stanisław Kosieradzki, 
which next to the award items mentioned earlier contained 4,720 devo-
tional medals and pendants. Miscellaneous objects collected in the Depart-
ment are of interest both to researchers and the general public. They include 
a rich collection of plaques and jewellery made from coins. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literature 

 

Miehle 1998 = Danuta Miehle, Katalog monet ziem historycznie z Polską związanych. 
Zbiory Muzeum Narodowego w Warszawie. Monety Zakonu Krzyżackiego (Warsaw). 

Walczak 2016 = Eliza Walczak, “The North Black Sea Collection of Dr Ignacy Ter-
lecki. The Coinage of Bosporan Cities and Chersonesus”, Notae Numismaticae-
Zapiski Numizmatyczne 11, pp. 63-98. 

Walczak 2018 = Eliza Walczak, Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum, Poland, vol. II: The 
National Museum in Warsaw, part 3: The Northern Black Sea Coast: Bosporan Rulers – 
Sarmatia (Kraków & Warszawa). 

Walczak & Krzyżanowska 2015 = Eliza Walczak & Aleksandra Krzyanowska, Syl-
loge Nummorum Graecorum, Poland, vol. II: The National Museum in Warsaw, part 1: 
The Northern Black Sea Coast: Chersonesus – Bosporus (Kraków). 

Widawski 2012 = Maciej Widawski, “Kazimierz Sobański i jego zbiór monet w Muzeum 
Narodowym w Warszawie”, Warszawski Pamiętnik Numizmatyczny 1, pp. 91-108. 

Wiercińska 1996 = Janina Wierciska, Catalogue of Ancient Coins in the National Museum 
in Warsaw. Coins of the Roman Republic (Warsaw). 

Wiercińska 2014 = Janina Wierciska, “Kolekcja numizmatyczna dr. Władysława 
Semerau-Siemianowskiego w Muzeum Narodowym w Warszawie. The Numis-
matic Collection of Dr Władysław Semerau-Siemianowski in the National Museum 
in Warsaw”, Rocznik Muzeum Narodowego w Warszawie New Series 3, pp. 111-36. 



 

 

Witold Garbaczewski* 

 

THE NATIONAL MUSEUM IN POZNAŃ: 
HISTORY OF THE COLLECTION OF COINS AND MEDALS 
 

The origins of the existing collections of the Department of Coins and 
Medals in the National Museum in Poznań (subseq.: gn mnp) may be traced 
to the collections of the Poznań Society of Friends of Learning (ptpn). The 
Society was established in 1857 (as Society of Friends of Learning of Poz-
nań) to collect, study and make available the relics of Polish history to the 
general public. The same year, the Museum of Polish and Slav Antiquities in 
the Grand Duchy of Poznań was established attached to the Society.1 When 
the predominantly German board of trustees of the Raczyński Library gave 
the Society notice to vacate its previous premises in the Library, the So-
ciety’s most generous benefactor, Seweryn Mielżyński (1804-1872) lent his 
support. In 1871, he bought a house in what is now no. 35 Młyńska Street in 
Poznań, and offered it to the Society. A building constructed on its site was 
designed specifically for museum and library purposes. On 8 November 1882, 
the extended museum facility officially opened its doors under the name of 
the Mielżyński Museum. 2  In the period of the Second Polish Republic, 
during a project of reorganization of the Poznań museums, the collections 
of the Society were successively transferred to the Greater Poland Museum 
(coins and medals entered that museum only during the Second World War, 
transferred by Germans in the process of abolishing Polish institutions).3 
However, let us go back to the beginnings of the public numismatic collec-
tion in Poznań. 

In 1894 the Provincial Museum (Provinzial-Museum der Historischen Gesell-
schaft für die Provinz Posen) was created in Poznań headed by its Director, 
Dr Franz Schwartz (1864-1901). It added to its collections mainly the re-
sources of the Historical Society of Poznań (Historische Gesellschaft zu Posen) 
established in 1885. In November 1902 the Provincial Museum was renamed 
the Emperor Frederick Museum (Kaiser Friedrich-Museum, kfm), and moved 
shortly afterwards to a newly constructed building (1904). Its Director, 
Prof. Dr Ludwig Kaemmerer (1862-1938) held this position between 1903 
and 1918. The numismatic collection was an important part of the mu-
seum’s resources in the Department of Cultural History (historic coins and 
medals) and the Department of Prehistory (hoards, ancient coins). Plaquet-
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tes, medallions and artistic medals were placed in the Department of Artis-
tic Crafts. Interestingly enough, the management of the Provincial Museum 
took special care to present the history of coinage of Greater Poland (then 
— Provinz Posen) against a broader background of the history of Polish 
coinage. This liberal approach in displaying the works of Polish art and cul-
ture was presumably in line with the official policy of the Prussian state. In 
presenting coins and medals struck in mints of Greater Poland, emphasis 
care was taken to highlight the German contribution to the history of Polish 
coinage (e.g., senior mint officials and die engravers of German origin). 
Another possible objective could have been “taking the presentation of the 
past from Polish hands”,4 even strictly Polish past, at a time when a Polish 
Society of Friends of Learning was active in Poznań. 

From the very first years of its operation, the Provincial Museum pursued 
an extensive campaign of acquisition of numismatic items. In 1895 it bought 
a sizeable batch of coins and medals (over 200 items) from the collection 
of Max Kirmis (1851-1926), initially based in Poznań, and subsequently (from 
the early 1880s) in Neumünster in Holstein, a secondary school teacher, 
collector and popularizer of history, author of the first handbook of Polish 
numismatics (Handbuch der polnischen Münzkunde, Poznań, 1892). This pur-
chase included Polish medieval coins, early modern coins from mints of 
Greater Poland (Poznań, Bydgoszcz, Wschowa, Łobżenica) and medals pro-
duced in Greater Poland during the partition period.5  The Museum also 
acquired medieval and early modern hoards found in Greater Poland, some 
of them by purchase.6 

On the occasion of the kfm’s opening on 30 October 1904, the Numismatic 
Society in Poznań (Numismatische Gesellschaft in Posen) (1899-1918/1919), 
donated to the Museum a collection of 342 Polish coins, spanning the period 
from early medieval to issues of the Free City of Cracow from 1835, on the 
condition that the Museum display the coins to the public.7 This donation, 
while very valuable, was incomplete (more notably, it included no gold or 
silver coins of higher denominations). Taken together with coins and medals 
already held by kfm, it led the Museum to establish a permanent numis-
matic gallery, made available to visitors in the Department of Cultural His-
tory already in 1904 (additionally to coin hoards and single finds, mostly 
Antique, displayed in the Department of Prehistory). 

The openness of the museum to Polish numismatics meant that in addition 
to purchases made at auction houses and from German museums, the kfm 
was in close contact with leading Polish numismatist-collectors and socie-
ties, obtaining from this source valuable Polish coins and medals, mostly 

 
4 Stahr 2004a, p. 265. 
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by purchase.8 Between 1903 and 1918 the Museum added to its collections 
more than 1,000 rare Polish coins and medals (not counting hoards), more 
notably, higher denomination gold and silver coins (47 and 27 respectively), 
mostly talers, and 7 gold and 53 silver medals.9  

 

 
Fig. 1. Medallion: The Fall of Phaeton, by Moderno, cast bronze, diam. 106 mm, 

  1 62, donated to the  of Poznań by James Simon in 1903 
(photo Sławomir Obst, Photography unit of the National Museum in Poznań). 

 

Among acquisitions of the Department of Artistic Crafts the most important 
donation was from James Simon (1851-1932), eminent collector, patron of 
the arts and philanthropist who in 1903 offered the kfm 140 Renaissance 
plaquettes (Fig. 1)10, along with more than 60 European plaquettes and me-
dals from the last quarter of the 19th and early 20th century (mostly French, 
works of e.g., Alexandre Charpentier, Frederic Vernon, Oscar Roty and Jules 

 
8 Stahr 2004a, p. 263. 
9 Ibid., pp. 263-4. 
10 Stahr 1994. 
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Clément). Unlike historic coins and medals, the collection of plaquettes and 
medallions was expanded only sporadically, despite being displayed “in 
greater part”.11 

After the successful Greater Poland Uprising of 1918/19 and the return of 
Poznań to the Motherland, the kfm passed under Polish administration 
and was renamed the Greater Poland Museum (Muzeum Wielkopolskie, mw). 
In 1919 the position of its director was taken by Dr Marian Gumowski (1881-
1974), imported from Cracow (his tenure continued until May 1932), an out-
standing but controversial researcher of impressively broad interests. Con-
sidering the fact that Gumowski was one of the best known (and active) 
Polish numismatists of his day, it is somewhat surprising that during his 
tenure the Department of Coins and Medals of the Museum remained on 
the margin of its activities. 

 
Fig. 2. Medallion with a portrait of Kasia Zakrzewska, by Jan Wysocki, 1920, cast bronze, 

diam. 109 mm,   2 284, purchased for the collections of the Greater Poland 
Museum from Antoni Liske of Poznań in 1926 (photo Witold Garbaczewski). 

 
11 Stahr 2004b, p. 269. 
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Sources are insufficient to establish what criteria guided the director in 
developing the collection, and whether there was any policy in this respect. 
Purchases of numismatic items were few, but some of them – as the pur-
chase in 1926-1927 of Polish medallions and plaquettes from the collection 
of Antoni Liske based in Poznań – substantially enriched the Museum’s 
collection (Fig. 2). There were also some spectacular donations. The most 
notable was a gift of plaster models of medallions and plaquettes made by 
Czesław Makowski, a prominent Polish portraitist-medallist (Fig. 3). They 
were offered to the Museum by this artist as an expression of appreciation 
and a form of thanks for the participation of armed units from Greater 
Poland in the Polish-Bolshevik war (1919-20). 
 

 
Fig. 3. Plaquette (plaster model – scale 65%) with a portrait of Zygmunt Kramsztyk, 

by Czesław Makowski, 1905, plaster,    98, donated 
to the Greater Poland Museum of Poznań by the artist in 1920  

(photo Sławomir Obst, Photography unit of the National Museum in Poznań). 
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Gumowski maintained contacts with institutions both in Poland (e.g., the 
Warsaw Mint, the National Museum of Warsaw), and abroad (the Kunst-
historisches Museum in Vienna), but also with auction houses in Germany 
and with Polish collectors; however, judging by the surviving records, this 
rarely brought tangible results in the form of gifts or purchases. The aim in 
such cases was primarily consultation, valuation, and getting information 
about the numismatic traffic, etc. 12  Perhaps, funds were insufficient to 
develop a more ambitious purchasing campaign, although interestingly 
enough, the Museum library continued to be regularly provided with numis-
matic literature, quite expensive at times. 

After Gumowski’s retirement in 1932 the position of the mw director passed 
to Nikodem Pajzderski (1882-1940). The intensity of activities aimed at 
acquiring numismatic products decreased further, although on some rare 
occasions the Museum would express interest in received offers. This is the 
case of Roman coins from Słowikowo, reported to the Museum in early 1938 
which matter was addressed by Curator Dr Jerzy Koller as the representative 
of the mw.13 Another notable point is the absence of evidence in the Mu-
seum’s records for cooperation during the tenure of Gumowski and Pajz-
derski of its cooperation with the (Polish) Numismatic Society active in 
Poznań in 1920-1939. 

Things changed dramatically after the outbreak of the Second World War. 
In September 1939 Germans took over the collections of the mw, including 
the numismatic collection with an exceptionally rich representation of gold 
specimens (almost 100) and silver coins. Director Pajzderski was arrested, 
imprisoned in Fort VII in Poznań and shot. Reopened officially on 21 Janu-
ary 1940, the Museum reverted to its former name Kaiser Friedrich-Museum 
(Landesmuseum des Reichsgaues Wartheland) now with Dr Siegfried Rühle, 
Sturmbannführer SA, art historian arrived from Gdańsk as Director. The 
department of coins and medals became the charge of Dr Reinhold von 
Sengbusch brought from Riga who was assisted by Carl Stempel. 

From the first days after its opening the Museum began purchasing numis-
matic items for its collection, both from antiquity dealers and auction 
houses, contacting also the Reichsbank. These purchases were often con-
sulted with prominent German numismatists, e.g., Richard Gaettens in 
Munich and Prof. Arthur Suhle, then a manager in the Staatliches Münz-
kabinett in the Kaiser-Friedrich-Museum in Berlin. 

The Germans kept a record in the inventory books of the Museum of seized 
Polish private and institutional collections. Thus, already in 1940, the 
Museum had taken over the collections of Paweł Czarnecki of Dobrzyca, the 
Counts Skórzewski of Lubostroń, Michael Levy of Inowrocław, Marian 
Gumowski of Dębowiec, the Poznań Society of Friends of Learning (moved 

 
12 Murawska 2011, pp. 27f. 
13 Ibid., p. 39. 
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from the Mielżyński Museum of Poznań), and the Benedictine monastery 
in Lubiń (turned into an internment camp for priests and monastics from 
Greater Poland). In the following years, the kfm added to its resources the 
collections e.g., of Franciszek Zygarłowski (medals, religious pendants, 
plaquettes, coins, emergency money) and Paweł Wańkowicz of Poznań (an 
impressive collection of gold coins) and other collections or their fragments 
whose owners remain unidentified today.14 

In mid-1944, under the supervision of Carl Stempel, the collections started 
being prepared for evacuation. Coins and medals were placed in boxes, 
which were next placed in cases, sent to locations safe from bombing. 
Information about this action survives far from complete. A part of the col-
lection was taken to Pniewy (then Pinne), another to the manor at Słupiec 
(Schlegel, now a district of Nowa Ruda). Its later fate is unknown. 

War losses suffered by the Department of Coins and Medals of the mw 
(renamed the National Museum in Poznań, mnp, in 1950) were severe. All 
gold specimens and higher denomination silver coins were lost, what re-
mained of the collection fell into disarray making provenance identification 
impossible. The ravages of war spared the valuable collection of plaster 
plaquettes and medallions of Czesław Makowski and the collection (nearly 
complete) of Renaissance and Art Nouveau plaquettes donated by James 
Simon. The task of organizing the resources was addressed in the 1950s and 
60s by Curator Kazimierz Szuda, who continued as the head of the Depart-
ment until 1970. He was succeeded by Julian Olejniczak (until 2011) who 
with great energy continued to expand the collection (Fig. 4). 

 

       
Fig. 4. Sigismund III, a Crown half-portugal (five ducats), 1611, Cracow mint, gold,  

17.21 g, diam. 31 mm,    4227, purchased for the  collection in 1991 
(photo Witold Garbaczewski). 

 

Currently the numismatic collection of the mnp numbers over 155,000 ob-
jects. The majority (c. 100,000) are coins, both Polish (c. 50,000) and foreign 
spanning the ancient and the modern period. Other resources consist of 
more than 2,200 plaquettes and medallions (including a collection of several 

 
14 On the kfm in Poznań during the Second World War see Łuczak 2011, pp. 204-15. 
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score plaster models) and more than 11,500 medals, religious pendants, 
orders and badges. An important element in the structure of the collection 
is a group of c. 3,500 sigillography items, a set of nearly 20,000 Polish and 
foreign paper money, and a series of hoards from the 10th-20th century. The 
numismatic collection of the mnp is one of the three largest and most 
significant public numismatic collections in Poland. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literature 

 

Garbaczewski 2010 = Witold Garbaczewski, “Powstanie i działalność niemieckiego 
Towarzystwa Numizmatycznego w Poznaniu (1899-1918)”, Numizmatyka Poznań-
ska New Series 1, pp. 21-30. 

Łuczak 2011 = Agnieszka Łuczak, Utracone decorum. Grabież dóbr kultury z majątków 
ziemiaństwa polskiego w Wielkopolsce w czasie okupacji niemieckiej w latach 1939-1945 
(Warszawa & Poznań). 

Murawska 2010 = Agnieszka Murawska, “Numizmatyczne życie naukowe w świetle 
zasobów archiwalnych Gabinetu Numizmatycznego Muzeum Narodowego w Poz-
naniu (okres Provinzial- i Kaiser Friedrich-Museum 1894-1918)”, Numizmatyka Poz-
nańska New Series 1, pp. 5-20. 

Murawska 2011 = Agnieszka Murawska, “Rozwój, regres czy stagnacja? Funkcjono-
wanie Działu Monet i Medali Muzeum Wielkopolskiego w świetle zachowanych 
dokumentów”, Numizmatyka Poznańska New Series 2, pp. 27-40. 

Olejniczak 1982 = Julian Olejniczak, “Gabinet Numizmatyczny”, in: Magdalena War-
koczewska (ed.), Zbiory Poznańskiego Towarzystwa Przyjaciół Nauk w Muzeum 
Narodowym w Poznaniu. Katalog wystawy (Poznań), pp. 105-152. 

Olejniczak 1987 = Julian Olejniczak, “Unguibus et rostro. Gabinet Numizmatyczny To-
warzystwa Przyjaciół Nauk Poznańskiego w służbie kultury polskiej (1857-1918)”, 
Prace i Materiały Muzeum Archeologicznego i Etnograficznego w Łodzi. Seria Numiz-
matyczna i Konserwatorska 7, pp. 79-87. 

Stahr 1994 = Maria Stahr, Plakiety renesansowe. Renaissance plaquettes. Katalog zbiorów 
Muzeum Narodowego w Poznaniu (Poznań). 

Stahr 2004a = Maria Stahr, “Numizmaty”, in: Suchocki & Żuchowski (eds.) 2004, 
pp. 261-6. 

Stahr 2004b = Maria Stahr, “Plakiety i medale”, in: Suchocki & Żuchowski (eds.) 
2004, pp. 267-80. 



116 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE INC COMMITTEE, MAY 20TH, 2021 

 

 
 
1. Introduction by the president  

The president, Michael Alram (MA), starts the videoconference at 15h20 in 
presence of all the members: Aleksander Bursche (AB), Maria Caccamo 
Caltabiano (MC), François de Callataÿ (FdC), Andrew Meadows (AM), Pere 
Pau Ripolles (PPR), Cecilia von Heijne (CvH), Ute Wartenberg (UW), and 
Bernhard Weisser (BW). 
 
2. Minutes of the Committee Meeting (board), April 27th, 2020, and the 
Survey meeting (board, editors and subeditors), May 6th, 2020 

The minutes of the Committee Meeting (board), April 27th, 2020, and the 
Survey meeting (board, editors and subeditors), May 6th, 2020, have been 
prepared (FdC) and submitted for comments before the meeting. No re-
marks are made and they are therefore approved. 
 
3. and 4. Treasurer's report: accounts for 2020 and budget for 2021 (BW) 

The treasurer, Bernhard Weisser (BW) comments on the accounts for 2020, 
and the auditor’s report approving them, as well as the provisional budget 
for 2021. With slight modification on the budget, these documents are ap-
proved by the Committee. He also passed under examination the short list 
of members which, despite several reminders, continue to fail to pay their 
yearly membership. It is decided to send them a message signifying their 
formal exclusion (with the possibility to apply again if they wish). The 
members who have not already paid the 2021 fees will receive a letter 
clearly establishing that a default of payment will impeach to benefit from 
any reduction for the inc Congress in Warsaw in 2022. 
 
5. Membership  

New members 

Three applications have been received and approved: Berlin (Deutsches His-
torisches Museum - Lili Reyels), Tours (cethis - Pierre-Olivier Hochard), 
and Tübingen (University - Stefan Krmnicek). 

Resigning members. 

Two members have expressed their wish to disaffiliate: Prag (Czech Nu-
mismatic Society - Michal Mašek) and Thessaloniki (Cast Museum of the 
Aristotle University). 
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6. Publications of the INC 

a. Website and incNews (http://incnews.org/) 

CvH reports about the website for which she has gathered interesting sta-
tistics. UW announces that all the Surveys as well as the Compte Rendu and 
the inc Newsletter are now available online through the site Archives. org 
(https://archive.org/search.php?query=creator%3A%22International+ 
Numismatic+Commission%22). This is a considerable step forward, for 
which the Committee expresses its grateful thoughts. Instead to download 
all these documents on the inc website, simple links will be created. On the 
other hand, the inc News (http://incnews.org/) proves to be a rather time-
consuming task for little profit. Without a devoted person to feed it (for 
which the inc has no money), the question is: does it make sense to con-
tinue? As a possible alternative, AM volunteers to launch (as a test) an inc 
Twitter account. 

b. Compte Rendu (CR) 

The inc Compte Rendu 66 (2019) has been distributed as planned in 
September 2020. FdC reports about the work in progress for the current inc 
Compte Rendu 67 (2020) due to be delivered in September 2021 (for which 
CvH accepts to prepare a short paper about the inc website), and is grateful 
to AB for taking in charge the inc Compte Rendu 68 (2021) which will be 
published on time for the Warsaw Congress and will be fully devoted to 
Polish institutions and numismatists. FdC briefly comments about the 
results of the poll about the Compte Rendu (full results have been distributed 
before the meeting). Only 12 colleagues have replied and the general tone 
is to keep the Compte Rendu as such, including its title. 
 
7. Grants 

7a. Travel grants 

In these much-troubled times of pandemic, only one application has been 
received for the travel grant: Arturo Annucci whose PhD is entitled: Islamic 
coinage of the Eastern Iranian territories (mid. 8th – mid. 11th cent.). The Com-
mittee agrees to fund his demand (€ 2,750) in order to pursue his re-
searches at Tübingen, Oxford and Stockholm. 
 
7b. Conference grants 

No application has been received due to the general uncertainty of the 
times. The demand of Erfurt to extend the delay allowed for using the 
funding received last year is accepted. 
 
8. XVIth INC Congress in Warsaw 2022 (AB) 

AB reports about the recent developments of the inc Congress in Warsaw 
(September 2022): 
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“1. One month ago, the University of Warsaw has applied for a 2-years 
grant to the new Ministry of Education and Science for some extra costs of 
the international numismatic congress organization and preparation of its 
proceedings, circa € 60,000 (mainly streaming - some 50% of the budget, 
but gives a lot of possibilities). We will be informed about results in October. 
If it does not work, we will apply for an internal university grant - circa 
half of that amount, and at least this one should work. Our University as an 
institution of excellence is currently quite rich also thanks to the pandemic. 
We have obtained many eu and State grants that were not implemented on 
time (no travel costs etc.) and were extended. I do expect that it is a strong 
difference compared to many private universities in the us, Great Britain 
etc. 

2. We are collecting the best offers for the minting of the Congress Medal. 
Most probably it will be the Norwegian mint, however we still expect better 
offers from the Czech and Lithuania mints. Decision concerning minting of 
the special Congress Coin by the National Bank will be taken by the end of 
June, but we are rather optimistic. 

3. We have prepared a special invitation letter, with the help of Ute, Andy 
and David Wigg (many thanks to all of you), which as you know have been 
sent yesterday to more than 300 e-mails of vip numismatists around the 
world (including Eastern Europe and the Far East), from the formal address 
of the University of Warsaw. However, there are some problems with 
servers of some national museums like the Hermitage, Pushkin or British 
Museums, which automatically block for security purposes all e-mails with 
any unknown content like links, attachments etc. So in our opinion, in some 
cases, it will be much easier to use rather private addresses than to fight 
with IT groups of particular museums. 

4. In mid-June we will start with Social media and first number 16 of the 
inc Newsletter. We have handed all responsibility for that to the younger 
generation. 

5. We are working on the program accompanying the congress, especially 
regarding special exhibitions. Considering the constant changes of the 
directors of our state museums, it is not an easy task. However, we do hope 
that thanks to a private sponsor (Count Sobański), after a hundred years, it 
will be finally possible to open during the Congress a permanent exhibition 
of the greatest numismatic collections in Poland at the National Museum 
in Warsaw. There is no problem with other exhibitions.” 
 
9. Survey of Numismatic Research (AB) 

AB reports on his plan for a Survey of Numismatic Research Online (SNRO): 
“What I will present to you are our opinions as Congress organizers, very 
briefly in 6 points: 
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1. In the case of an extended deadline of individual contributors connected 
with the pandemic, we do not see the possibility of publishing the Survey 
in a traditional, paper form. 

2. Therefore, the only reasonable solution remains the editorial preparation 
and composition of unified texts in pdf format with continuous, final 
pagination and placing the Survey on a safe, publicly accessible digital 
repository or several such online platforms. We have checked the two best 
possibilities in Poland: the "Library of Science" created by the Interdisci-
plinary Centre for Mathematical and Computational Modeling at the 
University of Warsaw, and the "Digital Repository of Science" used for 15 
years by the Supercomputing and Networking Centre. We can use either of 
them free of charge, they only need signing a simple agreement with the 
publisher of the Survey, which does not exclude other parties. But we can 
also use any other, perhaps more convenient platform or platforms, 
including the inc website. 

3. The advantage of such a solution is the immediate and universal access 
of users to all texts (and bibliography), additionally in case of professional 
repositories, also using advanced search options. All contributors will also 
be able to upload immediately their texts on scientific platforms like 
academia.edu, etc. even before the Congress! 

4. Using such repositories also allows to print individually particular texts 
with original pagination, however not the whole volume. These platforms 
do not have such possibilities. But we can lodge the whole volume as pdf 
with a Print-on-demand company, for those who do want to purchase a 
hard copy. 

5. In this situation, we suggest that inc be the only publisher of the Survey. 
In such a case we have a completely clear law situation, particularly con-
cerning copy-rights, which belongs to the inc. 

6. The only costs to be borne by inc will be then for type-setting, technical, 
and perhaps in some cases language correction (English).” 

The Committee agrees on this formula keeping active for those who are 
interested the option print on demand. While the organizing committee of 
the congress, as the editor, will manage for all the intellectual aspects of 
the Survey, it is decided that the inc will act as the publisher taking in 
charge type-setting and language editing (with € 12,000 provisioned for 
that specific issue). 
 
10. Other relevant items 

a) 17th inc Congress in 2027 

Two potential candidates have expressed their interest to organize the 17th 
inc Congress in 2027: Athens (Yannis Stoyas) and Frankfurt (Fleur Kem-
mers). These two places are particularly legitimate to host the most im-
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portant numismatic congress worldwide, and the Committee intends to 
minimize the frustration which naturally derives from competition. After 
videoconferences organized during spring with both, it has been decided to 
send a questionnaire including a provisional budget. In front of these two 
excellent potential applications, the Committee has decided: 1) to create a 
sub-commission of three members (AB, AM, and UW) in charge to report 
within two weeks about the provisional budgets; 2) to organize separate 
interviews (MA, FdC, AB, AM, and UW ) by videoconference before the end 
of June with Yannis Stoyas and Fleur Kemmers; 3) to possibly organize an 
additional interview with the full Committee and the two potential organi-
zers together.  
 
b) Demand of patronage 

To demands of patronage have been introduced: one for numid by Bern-
hard Weisser, the other for Moneda Iberica by Pere Pau Ripolles. Both are 
accepted. 
 
c) Honorary members 

It is decided to propose at the general assembly in Warsaw the election as 
honorary members the following names: Carmen Arnold-Biucchi, Donald 
Bateson, Kenneth Jonsson, William Metcalf, Marjan Scharloo, Tuukka Tal-
vio, and Benedikt Zäch. 
 
d) Suggestions for names to be proposed as new members of the Committee 
in 2022 

Three members of the current Committee (MA, MC, and PPR) will complete 
their second terms in 2022 at the congress in Warsaw, opening places for 
new members. It is the tradition of the inc that the current Committee pro-
poses at each general assembly a list of names for the next Committee, 
usually keeping those who have served for one term only. A large discussion 
takes place about the criteria (geographic, thematic, gender, professional 
skills) one should integrate to achieve representativeness and efficiency. At 
the end and taking into account the limited number of places for new 
members (2 since the organizer of the 2027 inc Congress will be integrated 
in the new Committee), the present members unanimously agree about 2 
names who will be soon contacted to see if they are keen to accept such a 
proposal. 
 
11. Date and place of the next Committee meeting 

At the invitation of AB, the next meeting will take place in Warsaw on June 
2nd and 3rd, 2022. It will start on Thursday 2nd in the morning. 
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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE INC COMMITTEE, MAY 21ST, 2021 

 

The president, Michael Alram (MA), starts the videoconference at 15h10. 

Present. For the Committee: Aleksander Bursche (AB), François de Callataÿ 
(FdC), Andrew Meadows (AM), Pere Pau Ripolles (PPR), Cecilia von Heijne 
(CvH), Ute Wartenberg (UW), and Bernhard Weisser (BW). As editor or 
subeditors of the Survey of Numismatic Research: Roger Bland, Jaroslav 
Bodzek, Mateusz Bogucki, Arianna D’Ottone, Jérôme Jambu, Dorota 
Malarczyk, Tuukka Talvio, Peter van Alfen, Helen Wang. 

Excused: Maria Caccamo Caltabiano. 

MA introduces the meeting asking each editor and subeditor to report about 
that current state of progress. A common concern is about the quality of 
the language when not the native one of the author. 

AB presents the project of Survey of Numismatic Research Online (SNRO) which 
is welcome favourably by all the participants. The inc will be in charge as 
publisher for type-setting and language editing. 

The deadline for authors is confirmed: end of September 2021. The deadline 
for subeditors to submit papers to the general editors after having verified 
the adaptation to the guidelines and the correctness of language is fixed to 
the end of January 2022. 

Peter van Alfen suggests to create a Google Drive folder with an open access 
to subeditors and editors (the ans is equipped to host such a repository). 

It is decided to organize an additional videoconference in October after the 
deadline for authors at the end of September. 

The meeting ends at 16h15. 
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ACCOUNTS OF THE INC 
 
 
Fiscal Year 1/i/2020 to 31/xii/2020 
 
Income and expenditure accounts (in €) 
 
 
 2021 2020 2019 

Income proposed Actual Actual 

Membership fees 18,650.00 17,111.00 14,997.27 

Membership fees, previous years 2,000.00 3,000.00 5,988.00 

Total income                         [1] 20,650.00 20.111.00 20,985.27 

    

Expenditure    

Compte Rendu 8,000.00 - 3,132.55 

Newsletter 3,000.00 -  

Internet site 4,000.00 3,269.75 349.80 

Scholarships 3,000.00 3,344.28 4,000.00 

Conferences 1,000.00 20.00 3,000.00 

INC supported projects 2,000.00 - - 

Warzawa travel grants (500×30) 15,000.00 - - 

Warzawa congress subsidy 5/5 
(30,000/25,000 paid) 5,000.00  18,500.00 

Survey of Num. Research 12,000.00 - - 

Travelling costs INC/Survey - - 2,737.73 

Meeting costs INC / Survey - -248,40 781.25 

Banking costs 250.00 132.75 184.88 

Legal advice 1,500.00 - - 

Total expenditure                  [2] 54,750.00 6,766.78 32,686.21 

Surplus / (Deficit)           [1]-[2] (34,100.00) 13,344.22 (11,700.94) 
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Balance sheet 31/xii/2020 31/xii/2019 

Council funds Account PostFinance CH 56,615.71 43,023.05 

of which reserved for        Compte Rendu 8,000.00 5,000.00 

Internet site and eNews 7,000.00 7,000.00 

scholarships 3,000.00 4,000.00 

conferences 1,000.00 5,000.00 

INC supported projects 2,000.00 - 

2021 congress 5,000,00 18,500.00 

grants for the 2021 congress 15,000.00 10,000.00 

2021 congress / survey of numismatic research 12,000.00 0 

travelling and meeting costs 0 3,000.00 

banking costs and legal advice 1,750.00 3,000.00 

unallocated reserve 1,865.71 1,223.99 

 
 
 
 

Bernhard Weisser, Treasurer 
 

Read and approved, The President 
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AUDITORS’ REPORT FOR INC 2020 ACCOUNTS 

 

 

The activities and finances of the International Numismatic Council, as 
with so many societies, were curtailed during 2020 due to the covid pan-
demic. Expenditure was considerably down but happily income has been 
maintained. 

We were provided with copies of the inc’s monthly bank statements from 
PostFinance ag for the year 2020, invoices for payments and the member-
ship list with an indication of the position of fees paid. 

Based on these, we have checked the summary accounts and believe these 
to be complete and correct. 

Income, again, was derived purely from membership fees and was over 
€ 2,000 above that for the previous year. In addition, € 3,000 was received 
for earlier unpaid fees. 

Expenditure was greatly down at € 6,766.78, circa 20% of the figure for 
2019. Many of the allocations were not used. Spending was mainly for one 
travel grant of € 3,000 and € 3,269.75 for the inc internet site. Banking 
fees at € 132.75 remain modest. 

This had allowed a surplus of € 13,344.22 for the year 2020. 

This has allowed, by the end of the year 2020, a surplus of € 56,615.71 to 
accrue which will cover future planned allocations. Among these is € 25,000 
related to the delayed Congress now taking place in 2022. 

Currently the INC finances are in a healthy position. 

 

Signed: Rahel C. Ackermann Donal Bateson 
 May 17th, 2021 May 17th, 2021 
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REPORTS 

 

Projects under the patronage of the INC 

1a. Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum (SNG), by Andrew Meadows 

The following volumes have been noted since the publication of the last 
report: 

Czech Republic 

Militký, J., Mašek, M., Fikrle, M., and Kysela, J. (2019). Sylloge Nummorum 
Graecorum: Czech Republic 1. The National Museum, Prague. Part 10, Baktria and 
India: (early Baktria, Graeco-Baktrian and Indo-Greek coins, imitations, Indo-
Scythians). Prague: The National Museum. 

Militký, J., Král, L. and Jenček, J. (2021). Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum: Czech 
Republic 4. The Luboš Král collection. Egypt: Roman provincial coinage. Prague: 
The National Museum. 

Great Britain 

Ashton, R.H.J. (2020). Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum: Great Britain 12. The 
Hunterian Museum University of Glasgow: Part 7. Cimmerian Bosporus – Cap-
padocia. London: Oxford University Press. 

Italy 

Conti, S. (2021). Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum: Italia. Firenze, Museo Archeo-
logico Nazionale: Part 1.2, Gallia. Rome, Florence and London: Istituto central 
per il catalogo e la documentazione, Ministero per i Beni e le Attività Cul-
turali, Soprintendenza per i Beni Archeologici della Toscana, London 
Ancient Coins. 

Turkey 

Ko ̈ker, H., (2021). Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum: Turkey 6. Burdur Museum. 
Burdur Museum. Vol. 1,2, Pisidia : Part 2. Sagalassos-Termessos. Istanbul: Tur-
kish Institute of Archaeology. 

Altınoluk, S., Tekin, O. (2022). Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum, Turkey 12. 
İzmir Museum, Part 2: Roman Provincial Coins. Antalya: Koç University Suna 
& İnan Kıraç Research Center for Mediterranean Civilizations. 

As always, the complete list of SNG publications can be found on the inc 
website: https://www.inc-cin.org/sng.html 

1.c Lexicon Iconographicum Numismaticae Classicae et Mediae Aetatis 
(LIN), by Maria Caccamo Caltabiano 
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Muovendo dall’esperienza maturata dai gruppi di ricerca delle Università 
di Messina, Calabria, Bologna e Milano, coinvolti a partire dal biennio 2000- 
2001 nella realizzazione del progetto LIN – Lexicon Iconographicum Numis-
maticae, l’unità dell’Università di Bologna, rappresentata dalla Prof.ssa 
Anna Lina Morelli e dalla dott.ssa Erica Filippini, nelle giornate del 16 e 17 
novembre 2021, ha organizzato anche online il workshop internazionale “Il 
metodo LIN e le ricerche di iconografia monetale. Bilanci e prospettive (Inter-
venti brevi e Tavola rotonda), dedicato alla presentazione e alla discussione 
di studi e ricerche condotti recentemente, o attualmente in corso nell’am-
bito dell’iconografia monetale, focalizzando l’attenzione sugli approcci 
metodologici adottati. 

Interventi presentati: Maria Caltabiano (ex Università di Messina, respon-
sabile Progetto LIN), La storicizzazione della moneta: il lessico numismatico e 
il ‘programma iconico’ della sua zecca; Grazia Salamone (Università di Mes-
sina, collaboratrice al progetto LIN), Monete ‘fiorite’. La categoria tipologica 
dei flores sui documenti monetali di età greca; Benedetto Carroccio (Univer-
sità della Calabria), Le ‘scene affollate’ nelle monetazioni greche: elementi per 
una sintassi iconografica; Elena Moreno Pulido (Universidad de Cádiz), Ico-
nografía monetaria del Fretum Gaditanum. Balance y perspectivas; Erica 
Filippini (Università di Bologna), Lessico e sintassi del linguaggio monetale in 
epoca tardorepubblicana: insignia sacerdotalia, un caso di studio; Nathan T. 
Elkins (Baylor University), The Significance of Diana on the Coinage of Nerva: 
The Career of Cornutus Tertullus and a Reconstruction of the Temple of Diana 
Planciana; Claudia Perassi (Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore – Milano), 
Ricerche di iconografia monetale: dalla parte degli osservatori; Dario Calomino 
(Università di Verona), Iconografia monetale nelle province romane orientali: 
stato dell’arte e prospettive di ricerca; Daniele Castrizio, Mariangela Puglisi 
(Università di Messina), Nastri come segno distintivo di divinità, sovrani, atleti 
e sacerdoti. Testimonianze monetali di ambito greco, romano e bizantino; Lucia 
Travaini (Università Statale di Milano), Iconografie monetali travisate tra me-
dioevo ed età moderna. 

Tavola rotonda: Maria Caltabiano (Università di Messina), Renata Cantilena 
(Università di Salerno), François de Callataÿ (Royal Library of Belgium), 
Bartolomé Mora Serrano (Universidad de Málaga), Anna Lina Morelli (Uni-
versità di Bologna), Lucia Travaini (Università Statale di Milano). 

 

Pubblicazioni e conferenze Università di Bologna 

E. Filippini, Considerazioni sul ruolo delle Augustae nella costruzione ideologica di 
epoca traianea. Il contributo della documentazione numismatica, in Rivista Sto-
rica dell’Antichità 50, 2020, pp. 195-215. 

A.L. Morelli, Il concetto di Salus come nozione fondante dell’ideologia impe-
riale. Il contributo della documentazione numismatica, conferenza nell’ambito 
del ciclo Malattie, medici e cure nel mondo antico, Alma Mater Studiorum 
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Università di Bologna – Incontri di Storia antica 2021, Bologna 4 marzo 
2021. 

A.L. Morelli, Salus Augusta: il ruolo di Livia nell’ideologia della prima età 
imperiale, in B. Carroccio, D. Castrizio, K. Mannino, M. Puglisi, G. Salamone 
(a cura di), Magistra optima. Scritti in onore di Maria Caltabiano per i suoi 50 
anni di studi numismatici, Reggio Calabria c.d.s. 

 

Pubblicazioni e conferenze Università degli Studi di Messina 

Prof. E.D. Castrizio 

1. The Antikythera Wreck: A Numismatic Approach - Аварія На Антикітері: 
Нумізматичний Підхід, “The Ukrainian Numismatic Annual” Issue 5, 
Pereiaslav, 2021, pp. 105-120.  

2. The “Head of the Philosopher” from Porticello: Proposal for the Identification, 
IX Международная Научная Конференция Актуальные Проблемы 
Теории И Истории Искусства – 8th International Conference Actual 
Problems of Theory and History of Art, St. Petersburg 29-30 ottobre 
2020, St. Petersburg 2021, pp. 47-54. 

3. Monete in bronzo siciliane nel relitto di Anticitera, NAC 50, 2021, pp. 87-97. 

4. The Statue of Apollon Rheginos in the Archaeological Museum of Reggio Ca-
labria, in (ed. D. Katsonopoulou) Paros through the ages. From prehistoric 
times to the 16th century. Paros V, Proceedings of International Confer-
ences on the Archaeology of Paros and the Cyclades, Athens 2021, pp. 
161-170. 

5. The Beginning of the Coinage of Paros: Some Chronological, Economics and 
Iconographic Questions, in (ed. D. Katsonopoulou) Paros through the ages. 
From prehistoric times to the 16th century. Paros V, Proceedings of Inter-
national Conferences on the Archaeology of Paros and the Cyclades, 
Athens 2021, pp. 263-272. 

Prof. Maria Caccamo Caltabiano (Già Università di Messina) 

1. La storicizzazione della moneta: il lessico numismatico e il ‘programma ico-
nico’ della sua zecca, in A.L. Morelli – E. Filippini, Il metodo LIN e le ricerche 
di Iconografia monetale. Bilanci e prospettive. Workshop Internazionale 
Bologna 16-17.xi.2021. 

2. My life’s work: Numismatics at the University of Messina (SICILY), Journal of 
the Numismatic Association of Australia, Gil Davies Ed. 27 Jan. 2022, 
pp. 1-20. 

3. I vasi raffigurati sulle monete dell’Italia antica, in Catalogo della Mostra “Il 
vaso sui vasi. Le forme dei vasi e le loro funzioni nelle scene dipinte sulla 
ceramica a figure rosse del Museo Nazionale Jatta di Ruvo di Puglia”. Museo 
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Archeologico Nazionale di Reggio Calabria, Marzo – Luglio 2022, a cura 
di Carmelo Malacrino e Luca Mercuri. 

4. Moneta e propaganda politica: il programma iconico di Camarina, in Arque-
ología y Numismatica, Estudios en homenaj a la Profesora Francisca Chaves 
Tristan, Editorial Universidad de Sevilla, 2022, pp. 135-146. 

Conferenze: 

23. Febbraio 2022 (on line) per Archeo Club Messina: Il simbolismo della corsa 
con le quadrighe. Dalle antiche monete siciliane alle monete romano-imperiali, 
al Mosaico della corsa di Piazza Armerina. 

16. Maggio 2022 per la Biblioteca Comunale di Reggio Calabria: La moneta-
zione di Anassila e l’esperienza del conurbamento di Reggio e Messina nel V sec. 
a.C. 

Dr. Marianna Spinelli (Università della Calabria, Collaboratrice al LIN): La 
collezione Scaglione e lo studio delle monete locresi: la storicizzazione di Icono-
grafie testimoni di relazioni internazionali nel Mediterraneo. 

1.e Sylloge Nummorum Particorum, by Vesta Curtis & Fabrizio Sinisi 

Work on snp 4 continued remotely during 2021. Vesta Sarkhosh Curtis, 
Elizabeth Pendleton and Alex Magub had full remote access to their custom 
database for Volume IV: Mithradates III – Pacorus I. They were able there-
fore to work on the coins independently, while liaising with each other on-
line to discuss any points arising from their research. Liaising about various 
coin types and the updating of the database continued as normal with Chris 
Hopkins, the database manager, who is based in the usa. Silver and bronze 
coins for Mithradates III/IV were examined in detail and classified, and their 
inscriptions studied and recorded. Minor differences in the basic inscrip-
tions can support mint attributions: for instance, some of the bronze issues 
do not bear a mint mark, so they must be attributed from internal evidence. 
The inscriptions can also indicate connections between mints. For instance, 
the arrangement of the same set of words round the central type varies 
consistently from mint to mint; so do the presence or absence of a con-
necting word between epithets; and preferred letter forms vary from mint 
to mint, as do certain corruptions. 

In addition, the different mint marks and their variants have been recorded. 
A set of drawings of these is currently being prepared so that a character 
for each can be created for use in the adapted Pro Numismatica font. This 
is an essential step so that the monograms can be printed in the final volume. 

Key features of the coinage are being identified so that a typology can be 
constructed. These include the use of control letters (in addition to the mint 
monograms); and the use of subsidiary celestial symbols on the obverse. 
The archers on the reverses of the silver drachms are very consistent in one 
sense, as the image type remains static from mint to mint and over time. 
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However, differences in how the basic type is handled illuminate the dif-
ferences between the mints, but they also shed light on connections and 
relationships between different mints. Other minor features, such as the 
shape of the links of the king’s necklace, can also be pinned down to parti-
cular mints. As Mithradates’ coins lack dates, we are dependent on secon-
dary features to construct a sequence of production. 

Preliminary work has been performed on the varied bronzes of Mithradates 
III/IV. Several variants that were not recorded in the key reference work by 
Sellwood (published in 1980) have been identified. At the same time, the 
snp 4 team has liaised with Fabrizio Sinisi of snp 5 to discuss and identify 
coins that were wrongly included in the database for snp 4. This has been 
most important for the bronzes. As these are often in less than perfect con-
dition, key features for identifying the issuing ruler are sometimes either 
absent or uncertain, and so an important part of our work has been deciding 
which new variants do in fact belong to the kings of snp 4 rather than else-
where, such as snp 5. These erroneous inclusions have been extracted to 
snp 5, or indeed an earlier snp volume. Throughout this period, Zoom 
meetings and discussions enabled the authors of both snp 4 and 5 to share 
the results of their findings and discuss the next steps. 

snp 4 is in a much earlier stage of preparation than snp 5. While we are 
close to starting to construct the typology for Mithradates III/IV, we are 
not yet in a position to do so for Orodes II. His coinage is much more com-
plex and will still require further detailed study. This greater complexity is 
unsurprising, given that Orodes reigned for much longer than the brief rule 
of his brother. He also seems to have expanded the use of secondary sym-
bols begun by his brother. 

Fabrizio Sinisi has continued his work on snp 5 (Phraates IV to Orodes III, 
c. 37 bc-ad 6), with the aim of completing the manuscript. 

In addition to delays caused by the general COVID situation, the two main 
chapters of the five that compose the volume, i.e., those on Typology and 
Numismatic History, required some modification. This was in part due to 
the complexities of reconstructing a coinage for which the surviving evi-
dence is quantitively very large. The best case is the coinage minted in Susa, 
which has been exceptionally well documented thanks to the finds of the 
French excavations there. Added to that, there is new material which has 
surfaced in the meantime, especially for the bronze series. The latter has 
provided further support for the negative assessment of the hypothesis of 
an annual system in the typological choice of the bronze reverses in the 
Iranian mints during the period covered by snp 5. On the other hand, the 
structural study of the drachm production has allowed the detection of 
several instances of subdivisions in the various mints that struck this de-
nomination, comparable in concept to the system visible on the tetra-
drachms minted in Seleucia. 
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After completing those chapters, the remaining sections of the volume 
have been dealt with. Currently, work is in an advanced stage on the His-
torical Overview, which will include the main results of the numismatic 
study. Therefore, its structure has been conceived with a first section sum-
marizing the picture reconstructed by historians mainly based on Roman 
textual sources, accompanied by a second section specifically focusing on 
the contribution of Arsacid coin series, i.e., in their role as a primary source 
for political history. 

It has been thus possible to refine, for instance, the assessment of the 
rebellion of Tiridates against the legitimate king Phraates IV between 30 
and 26 bc. Here, thanks to the insights provided by the structural approach 
to the reconstruction of coin production, Parthian coinage has for the first 
time been used as a primary source even for the first part of Tiridates’ 
challenge to Phraates in 30 bc. 

Some of these results will be presented at the inc 2022 congress as part of 
a session on the snp project to be held by members of the snp teams from 
Austria, the uk and the us. 

The manuscript of snp 5 is expected to be finalized within 2022. The re-
viewing procedures can then commence, with the aim of publishing it in 
2023. 

 

Reports from affiliated bodies 

2c. International Association of Professional Numismatists (IAPN/AINP) 

J.L. Van der Schueren reports: 

The IAPN consists today of 102 member firms representing 23 countries. 

At the 2019 General Assembly, a new President had been elected: Daniel 
Frank SEDWICK, from the USA. 

The Association held in September 2021 its first virtual meeting ever, and 
had the pleasure to meet again in person at its General Assembly of May 
2022 in Palma de Mallorca (Spain). 

At the 2021 G.A., nine new members have been elected: AMOS Media (Mr 
Rick Amos), US – as associated member; COHEN Mariano (Mr Mariano 
Cohen), Argentina; HERITAGE Auctions (Mr Cristiano Bierrenbach), US; 
KÖLNER Münzkabinett (Mr Christoph Heinen), DE; LUGDUNUM GmbH 
(Mr Jonas Emmanuel Flück), CH; MDC Monnaies de Collection (Mr Nicolas 
Gimbert), MC; MORUZZI Numismatica (Mr Umberto Moruzzi), IT; Shan-
na SCHMIDT Numismatic Inc. (Mrs Shanna Schmidt), US and VILMAR 
Numismatics LLC (Mr Constantin Marinscu), US. 
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Moreover, Mr Eric McFadden has been made honorary President, and Mr 
Mark Teller has been appointed corresponding member as from January 
1st, 2022. 

At the 2022 G.A., three more new members have been elected: Roberto 
DELZANNO Mynthandel (Mr Roberto Delzanno), SE; MEP Auctions (Mr 
Paulo Esteves), PT; MÜNZEN und RARITEITENSHOP GmbH (Mr Pascal 
Kummer), CH. 

The IAPN Book Prize for 2020 was awarded to Roberto Delzanno, Sveriges 
Guldmynt 1512-2020. Roberto, Stockholm, Sweden, 2019, isbn 978-91-
639-9466-1. 

In Mallorca, the 2021 Book Prize went again to the same author as the pre-
vious one: Roberto Delzanno, Sveriges Myntbok/Münzen aus Schweden/ 
Coins from Sweden 995-2022, Stockholm, 2020, isbn 978-91-639-9468-5, 
while the 2022 Book Prize was awarded to Steve Hill, The Gold Sovereign 
Series. 2nd revised edition. Token Publishing, Exeter, England, 2021, isbn 
978-1-908828-55-2. 

The central focuses of the IAPN these past years remained: 1) the fight 
against increasingly sophisticated and dangerous counterfeits emanating 
from the Far East, Eastern Europe, and elsewhere; 2) the exchange of infor-
mation between members and non-members such as other profit or non-
profit numismatic associations, scholars and museums; and 3) while con-
tinuing to support restrictions on the movement of illegally excavated or 
acquired coins, working to limit the imposition of unreasonable laws on the 
trade in common, long-known coins of little or no historical, cultural, or 
archaeological significance. 

 

NUMiD | Report 2020 and 2021 

Johannes Wienand reports: 

NUMiD is the Network of German University Coin Collections (Netzwerk 
universitärer Münzsammlungen in Deutschland), a collaborative research 
and digitization project jointly carried out by 42 university partners, flanked 
by the Berlin coin cabinet (Münzkabinett der Staatlichen Museen zu Berlin). 
Dr Katharina Martin (Düsseldorf/Münster) is the academic coordinator of 
the network, Prof. Dr Johannes Wienand (Braunschweig) its speaker. The 
NUMiD member collections mostly belong to departments of ancient his-
tory or classical archaeology, a smaller number of collections are associated 
with departments of Islamic history, classical philology, or theology, or 
with university libraries or university museums. The total inventory of 
original numismatic objects in German university collections amounts to 
approximately 300,000 items, roughly two thirds of which are ancient 
coins (mostly Greco-Roman, including late antiquity, but also coins from 
other ancient and early medieval cultures), and one third Islamic coins. To 



132 

various degrees, the collections are equipped with numismatic research in-
frastructure, including collections of numismatic research literature, auction 
catalogues, photographs, or casts. NUMiD is under the patronage of the 
International Numismatic Council. The German Numismatic Commission 
(Numismatische Kommission der Länder in der Bundesrepublik Deutsch-
land) has implemented a subject area representation for university coin 
collections with J. Wienand as correspondent. The network has joined the 
consortium NFDI4Objects and takes part in the development of a National 
Research Data Infrastructure (NFDI). Most NUMiD member collections do 
not have a distinct budget for collection maintenance and staffing. Also, the 
NUMiD network has no regular budget on its own. 

From 2017 to the end of March 2021, the starting phase of the network was 
generously supported by the Federal Ministry of Education and Research 
(Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung). NUMiD has implemented 
individual digital coin cabinets for member collections (with an mk-edit 
backend and IKMK frontend, typically hosted by the individual universities’ 
data centers). The individual mk-edit/IKMK instances form a decentralized 
yet interconnected database structure based on a joint use of thesauri 
(norm data). The network has implemented an overarching quality 
management system and follows an open data philosophy (CC-0 for meta-
data, CC-3 for image files). NUMiD adheres to the FAIR principles, provi-
ding findable, accessible, interoperable, and reusable data. All datasets can 
be shared via LIDO or JSON exchange schemes. In this way, NUMiD contri-
butes to the research databases of the American Numismatic Society (CHRR, 
CRRO, HRC, OCRE, PCO, PELLA, SCO), the Oxford University databases 
(CHRE, RPC online), and Corpus Nummorum, among others. The NUMiD 
member collections also contribute in various ways to university collection 
databases and to cultural heritage databases, such as europana.eu, or 
museum-digital.de. NUMiD also provides a joint platform of all member 
institutions under https://numid.online. This website gives access to the 
data of all associated coin cabinets throughout the network. The website 
also hosts an innovative visualization tool under https://visualize.numid. 
online. In addition, the NUMiD collections are part of the international 
‘IKMK family’ and provide their data via the joint platform https:// 
ikmk.net. By the end of 2021, the NUMiD collections have digitized a total 
of 86,310 coins: 33,568 via the mk-edit/IKMK database structure, 41,455 
via kenom.de, and 11,287 via independent systems.  

The NUMiD database system also provides tools for academic teaching, 
specifically in the form of the eNumis tool for numismatic seminars, and 
the eMuseum tool for online exhibitions. These digital tools have been 
variously used by the NUMiD members in academic teaching and have con-
tributed to a continuous involvement of students in the digitization of coins, 
even when in the years 2020 and 2021, regular work processes were 
affected by the pandemic: Academic teaching was carried out online or in 
hybrid form, access to the collections was temporarily restricted, and 
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several conferences, workshops, presentations, and exhibitions had to be 
cancelled or postponed. Despite the pandemic-related restrictions, NUMiD 
members offered academic seminars that made use of their numismatic 
collections (lists of the seminars can be accessed here: https://t1p.de/ 
jp2od), continued their collaboration with the centers for conservation and 
heritage preservation, with coin find projects, or with domestic or inter-
national archaeological excavation projects (e.g., Frankfurt, Heidelberg, 
Münster, Tübingen), and were engaged in teaching cooperation, such as 
cooperation of different departments (e.g., Dept of Classical Studies and 
Dept of Chemistry at Universität zu Köln), cooperation of different univer-
sities (e.g., Frankfurt am Main and Mainz), cooperation of universities and 
local schools (e.g., Universität Konstanz and local elementary schools), 
cooperation of universities and museums (e.g., Technische Universität 
Braunschweig and Herzog Anton Ulrich-Museum, or Universität Mainz and 
Römisch-Germanisches Zentralmuseum), cooperation of universities and 
centers for heritage preservation (e.g., Tübingen/Heidelberg and the federal 
center for heritage preservation in Baden-Württemberg), or international 
university cooperation (e.g., Kiel and Poznan). New online exhibitions were 
launched in Braunschweig, Düsseldorf, and Tübingen. Numismatic exhibit-
tions (in analogue format) were developed and presented by Eichstätt 
(‘Antike Medizin und Botanik’; Bayerische Landesgartenschau, Ingol-
stadt); Rostock (as a relaunch of the exposition of Roman coins in the 
permanent exhibition of the university’s archaeological collection); Tübin-
gen (‘MuseumVirtuell’, Museum der Universität Tübingen MUT); Würz-
burg (Martin von Wagner Museum der Universität Würzburg). Two Numis-
matic Autumn Schools were held in Münster (8.-11.10.2020 and 7.-10.10. 
2021), the Numismatic Spring School in Halle (23.-27.3.2020) had to be 
canceled.  

In the reporting period, the following NUMiD members have newly launched 
their digital coin cabinets: Greifswald, Gustaf Dalman collection; Rostock, 
Heinrich-Schliemann-Institut; Stuttgart (with a particular focus on civic 
coinage from the kingdom of Pontus under Mithradates VI); Trier; Tübin-
gen [Research Centre for Islamic Numismatics Tübingen (FINT)] (with a 
particular focus on Buyid coinage. Several network members (Augsburg, 
Bonn, Erlangen, Freiberg, Gießen, Halle, Mainz, Passau, Regensburg, Trier) 
rented (free of charge) the network’s own digital coin photography equip-
ment, and used the project funds to hire student assistants. The Victor 
Schultze collection in Greifswald was fully digitized; Freiburg has almost 
fully digitized its university coin collection of more than 14,000 objects. 
The NUMiD member collections in Mannheim, Rostock and Stuttgart joined 
museum-digital.de. A new feature for recording secondary attributes (era-
sions, countermarks, punchings, graffiti, etc.) was added to the NUMiD 
database system. Tübingen published a series of numismatic videos from 
the NumisVlogs project (https://t1p.de/qp1fq), and Heidelberg launched the 
eLearning website NumiScience (http://numiscience.de). 
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Objects and data from the NUMiD member collections were used in a num-
ber of BA, MA, and PhD theses, only a selection of which can be mentioned 
here; in Frankfurt am Main, for instance, several numismatic PhD projects 
were conducted (including a ANR-DFG French-German cooperation with 
partners in Bochum, Orléans, Regensburg, and Tours, and a DFG-funded 
project), in particular, Hülya Vidin submitted her PhD thesis on the history 
of ancient Carian coinage in 2021 (the project was directly funded via the 
NUMiD project); in Münster, among a number of numismatic PhD projects, 
Roberto Tomassoni submitted his thesis ‘La collezione numismatica di 
Apostolo Zeno’ (Co-tutelle with University of Venice); in Tübingen, coins 
from Caesarea Maritima, Sepphoris and Tiberias from the collection of 
biblical coins as well as coins from Asia Minor, bronze drachms of Elymais, 
and Roman Antoniniani were identified, catalogued and digitized in con-
nection with several BA and MA theses, and the Augsburg hoard of c. 5,500 
Roman silver coins is investigated as part of a PhD project. 

The following NUMiD member collections have received notable donations 
or permanent loans: Braunschweig (donation of c. 100 Greek coins); Frank-
furt am Main (permanent loan of c. 1,800 Roman imperial coins); Münster 
(donation of c. 300 Sicilian and several hundred Arabo-Byzantine coins); 
Köln (donation of c. 5,500 Ptolemaic coins and Roman coins from Alexan-
dria); Tübingen [FINT] (donations by James Farr [c. 3,500 coins from the 
Golden Horde], Dr. Wolfgang Schulze [c. 110 coins from the Timurid dynasty 
and Aq-Qoyunlu], Dr. Peter Ilisch [c. 130 Mamluk and Zangid dirhams, 
among others], Martin Hoch, Hans Herrli) and permanent loans of c. 95 
Islamic coins by the Pelling-Zarnitz-Stiftung). 

Selection of projects conducted by NUMiD members  

- Craveler/Copter, numismatic eLearning app development project, Tü-
bingen [Volkswagenstiftung] 

- Die Römischen Fundmünzen aus Walheim im antiken Kontext, Tübingen 
[Landesamt für Denkmalpflege Baden-Württemberg] 

- Einprägende Bilder. Die Ästhetik(en) von Münzen in der Römischen 
Kaiserzeit, Tübingen [Collaborative Research Center project]  

- Graffiti auf römischen Goldmünzen, Heidelberg [Collaborative Research 
Center project] 

- Münzen und die Dynamik der Macht: Der westliche Mittelmeerraum, 
Frankfurt [Volkswagenstiftung] 

- Münz-Imitationen im infrastrukturellen Kontext während der zweiten 
Hälfte des 3. Jahrhunderts in der heutigen Pfalz, Heidelberg [Fritz Thys-
sen Stiftung] 

- Numiscience, eLearning platform, Heidelberg [Volkswagenstiftung] 
- Numismatischer Verbund Baden-Württemberg, Heidelberg [Ministerium 

für Wissenschaft, Forschung und Kunst Baden-Württemberg] 
- NumisVlogs, numismatic video series, Tübingen [Hochschulrektoren-

konferenz / Bundesministerium für Bildung und Forschung] 
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- OZeAN (online Journal for Ancient Numismatics), Münster 
- sikka:būya, digital typology project, Tübingen [Fritz Thyssen Stiftung] 

Selection of conferences and workshops organized by or held with participation 
of NUMiD members  

- 13.-14.2.2020: NUMiD workshop, Braunschweig. 
- 17.-19.2.2020: ‘Pecunia non olet. Vom Umgang mit Geld im Römischen 

Reich’, Mainz. 
- 20.-21.3.2020: ‘Geschichte der universitären Münzsammlungen im 

deutschsprachigen Raum’, Gotha [canceled]. 
- 30.10.2020: ‘Münzen aus römischen Militärplätzen. Zu Theorie, Methodik 

und Praxis der Fundmünzenauswertung’, Tübingen [online] 
- 14.11.2020: ‘Digitizing for Research and Academic Teaching’, ICOM con-

ference, Munich. 
- 18.12.2020: ‘Münzen aus römischen Militärplätzen. Zu Theorie, Methodik 

und Praxis der Fundmünzenauswertung’, Tübingen. 
- 28.10.2021: ‘Religious Networks as a Catalyst for Commercial Renewal? 

The Western Mediterranean in the Long Eighth Century’, Hamburg. 
- 6.11.2021: ‘Tag der Antiken Numismatik’, Münster. 
- 26.11.2021: ikmk.net workshop [online] 
- 25.11.2021: ‘Münzsammlungen in Deutschland zwischen 1933 und 1945 – 

Erwerbungen und Normdaten’ [online]  
- 20.5.2021: ‘Mitarbeiter des Münzkabinetts und IKMK-Familie: Veran-

staltung zum 14. Geburtstag des IKMK’ [online] 
- 8.5.2021: Conference of the Oriental Numismatic Society, Tübingen 

[FINT], online 
- 30.3.2021: Closing workshop of the NUMiD project [online] 
- 29.7.2021: ‘Aktuelle numismatische Forschung zur Būyiden-Zeit: Die 

Banū ʿUmāra und das Rätsel ihrer Münzstätten’, Tübingen [online] 

Selected publications by NUMiD members  

- Bätz, A.: Die Münzsammlung der Universität Konstanz, KIM kompakt 
104, 2020, 26-28. 

- Birch, T., Kemmers, F.: Silver for the Greek Colonies: Issues, Analysis and 
Preliminary Results from a Large-Scale Coin Sampling Project, in: K. A. 
Sheedy, G. Davis (eds.): Mines, Metals and Money: Ancient World Studies 
in Science, Archaeology and History, London 2020, 101-148. 

- Börner, S.: Münzen mal anders – NumiScience.de, die epochenübergrei-
fende, numismatische eLearning-Plattform, Geldgeschichtliche Nachrich-
ten 318, 2021, 358-361. 

- Börner, S.: NumiScience.de: Münzen als Online-Quelle für den Unter-
richt, https://hse.hypotheses.org/2829. 

- Chomari al, A. A.: Sylloge Numorum Arabicorum Tübingen, vol. IVe2, ed. 
S. Hanstein: Die Münzstätte Aleppo in mamlūkischer und osmanischer 
Zeit (ca. 1260-1760), Tübingen 2021. 
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MEMBRES DU CONSEIL INTERNATIONAL DE 
NUMISMATIQUE – MEMBERS OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NUMISMATICS 
 
Au 31 décembre 2021 – On December 31, 2021 

 

MEMBRES INSTITUTIONNELS – INSTITUTION MEMBERS 
 
 
This list includes contact names, together with telephone and fax numbers 
and e-mails, of each institution member of the . Any additional 
information, updates or corrections should be sent to the Secretary of the 
 (callatay@kbr.be) for inclusion in the next Compte rendu. 

Cette liste comprend la liste des institutions membres du  ainsi que les 
noms de leurs responsables, leurs numéros de téléphone, de fax et de 
courrier électronique. Toute information complémentaire ou toute cor-
rection doivent être envoyées au Secrétaire du  (callatay@kbr.be) qui les 
répercutera dans le Compte rendu suivant. 

AUSTRALIA – AUSTRALIE 

Australian Centre for Ancient 
Numismatic Studies 

Macquarie University,  2109 
c Kenneth S 
s +612 9850 8807 
 +612 9850 8240 
e ken.sheedy@mq.edu.au 
u www.mq.edu.au/research/ 

centres_and_groups/acans/ 

Numismatic Association of Australia 
Inc. 

1/47 Oxford Close, West Leederville 
 6007 Australia 
c Prof. Walter R. B 
e president@numismatics.org.au 

AUSTRIA – AUTRICHE 

Universalmuseum Joanneum, 
Münzkabinett 

Schloss Eggenberg, Eggenberger 
Allee 90, -8020 Graz 

c Karl P 
s +43 1 316 8017 9513 
 +43 1 316 8017 9530 
e muenzkabinett@museum-

joanneum.at 
u www.museum-joanneum.at/de/ 

muenzkabinett 

Kunsthistorisches Museum Wien, 
Münzkabinett 

Burgring 5, -1010 Vienna 
c Klaus V 
s +43 1 52 524 4201 
 +43 1 52 524 4299 
e klaus.vondrovec@khm.at 
u www.khm.at 

Institut für Numismatik und Geld-
geschichte, Universität Wien 

Franz-Klein-Gasse 1, -1190 Vienna 
c Reinhard W 
s +43 1 4277 40704 
 +43 1 4277 9407 
e numismatik@univie.ac.at 
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Österreichisches Archäologisches 
Institut – Department für Altertum-
wissenschaften 

Österreichische Akademie der Wissen-
schaften, Hollandstrasse 11-13, 
-1020 Vienna 
c Bernhard W 
s +43 1 515 81 3511 
e bernhard.woytek@oeaw.ac.at 
u www.oeaw.ac.at/numismatik 

Österreichische Numismatische 
Gesellschaft 

Burgring 5, -1010 Vienna 
c Michael A 
s +43 1 525 24 4221 
 +43 1 525 24 4299 
e michael.alram@khm.at 
u www.oeng.at 

BALTIC COUNTRIES 

Association of Baltic Numismatists 

c/o National Museum of Lithuania, 
Arsenalo Str. 1, -01143 Vilnius 
c Dalia G 
s +370 5 212 02 50 
e numizmatika@lnm.lt 

BELGIUM – BELGIQUE 

Association Internationale des 
Numismates Professionnels () 

14 rue de la Bourse, -1000 Bruxelles 
c J.-L. V  S 
s +32 2 513 3400 
 +32 2 512 2528 
e iapnsecret@compuserve.com 
u www.iapn-coins.org (see Swit-

zerland) 

Cabinet des Médailles 

Bibliothèque Royale de Belgique, 
boulevard de l,Empereur 4, -1000 
Bruxelles 
c Fran S 
s +32 2 519 56 08 
 +32 2 519 56 02 
e fran.stroobants@kbr.be 

u www.kbr.be/collections/medailles/ 
medailles_fr.html (français) et 

 www.kbr.be/collections/medailles/
medailles_nl.html (dutch) 

Cercle d
,
Études Numismatiques 

Boulevard de l,Empereur 4, -1000 
Bruxelles 
c Jean-Marc D, 29 rue Fr. 

Roffiaen, -1050 Bruxelles 
s +32 2 647 1916 

Société Royale de Numismatique de 
Belgique 

Cabinet des Médailles, Bibliothèque 
Royale, blvd. de l,Empereur 4, 
-1000 Bruxelles 
c Huguette T 
s +32 9 221 33 43 
e huguette.taymans@ugent.be 
u www.numisbel.be 

Musée de la Banque Nationale de 
Belgique 

Blvd. de Berlaimont 14, -1000 
Bruxelles 
c Maarten D 
s +32 2 221 25 71 
 +32 2 221 31 60 
e maarten.daelman@nbb.be 

Association de Numismatique 
professeur Marcel Hoc 

Collège Érasme, place Blaise Pascal 1, 
bte 3.03.11, -1348 Louvain-la-Neuve 
c Ghislaine M 
s +32 10 474882 
 +32 2 3455403 
e ghislaine.moucharte@ 

uclouvain.be 
u numismatica.fltr.ucl.ac.be 

Provinciaal Munt- en Penning-
kabinet 

Kielenstraat 15, -3700 Tongeren 
c Guido C 
s +32 12 670 340 
 +32 12 670 333 
e guido.creemers@stadtongeren.be 
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CANADA – CANADA 

The Nickle Arts Museum 

The University of Calgary, 2500 
University Drive N.W., Calgary, 
Alberta 2 14 
c Ann D 
s +1 403 220 7234 
 +1 403 282 4742 
e nickle@ucalgary.ca 
u www.ucalgary.ca/nickle 

Bank of Canada, National Currency 
Collection 

234 Wellington Street, Ottawa 
1 09 
c Paul S. B 
s +1 613 782 8188 
 +1 613 782 8655 
u www.bank-banque-canada.ca/ 

english/museum.htm 

CHINA - CHINE 

China Numismatic Museum 

No.17 Xijiaominxiang St., Western 
city district, Beijing 100031 
c Sun Y 
s +86-10-66079868 
 +86-10-66071393 
e cnm173@163.com 

Shanghai Museum 

Cultural Exchange Office 
2001 Ren Min Da Dao, 20003 
Shanghai 
c W You 
s +86 21 6372 3500*617 
 + 86 21 6372 107 
e wuyou@shanghai-museum.org 

CROATIA – CROATIE 

Arheoloski Muzej 

Zrinsko-Frankopanska 25, -21000 
Split; director: Zrinka B 
c Maja Bonačić M 
s +38 5 21 329 340 
 +38 5 21 329 360 
e info@armus.hr 
u www.armus.hr 

CYPRUS – CHYPRE 

Bank of Cyprus Cultural Foundation, 
Museum of the History of Cypriot 
Coinage 

86-90 Phaneromenis Str., P.O. Box 
21995, 1515 Nicosia 
c Eleni Z 
s +357 22 128 157 
 +357 22 662 898 
e elenizapiti@gmail.com 

CZECH REPUBLIC – RÉPUBLIQUE 
TCHÈQUE 

Národní Muzeum, Numismatické 
oddělení 

Vinohradská 1, cz-110 00 Praha 1 
c Lenka Vacinová 
s +420 224 497 229 
e lenka_vacinova@nm.cz 

DENMARK – DANEMARK 

Kgl. Mønt-og Medaillesamling, 
Nationalmuseet 

Frederiksholms Kanal 12, -1220 
København K 
c Michael A 
s +45 41 20 61 10 
e michael.andersen@natmus.dk 

Dansk Numismatisk Forening 

Galionsvej 12, 2. th., -1437 
København K 
c Preben N 
s +45 20 20 78 16 
e formand@numismatik.dk 
u www.numismatik.dk  

FINLAND – FINLANDE 

Coin Cabinet, National Museum of 
Finland 

P.O. Box 913, -00101 Helsinki 
c Frida E 
s +358 295 336398 
e frida.ehrnsten@nba.fi 
u www.nba.fi/en/collections_ 

coin_cabinet 
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Finnish Numismatic Society 

Mechelininkatu 15  47, -00100 
Helsinki 
c Petteri J 
s +358 503 747 868 
e petteri.jarvi@turku.fi 
u www.snynumis.fi 

Suomen Numismaatikkoliitto – 
Association of Finnish Numismatic 
Societies 

PO Box 36, -33541 Tampere 
c Petri V 
s +358 3 3631 480 
 +358 3 3631 480 
u www.numismaatikkoliitto.fi 

FRANCE – FRANCE 

Groupe Numismatique du Comtat 
et de Provence 

68 avenue Saint Jean, -84000 
Avignon 
c Jean-Albert C 
s +33 06 72 01 83 03 
e gncp@orange.fr 
 gncp-avignon.blogspot.fr 

Fédération Française des Associa-
tions Numismatiques () 

Bp 5, -37160 Descartes 
c Jacques L 
s +33 2 47 92 40 65 
e laurent@journaux-collection.com 
u www.amisdufranc.org 

Musée des Beaux-Arts de Lyon 

20 place des Terreaux, -69001 Lyon 
c François P 
s +33 4 72 10 17 40 
 +33 4 78 28 12 45 
e francois.planet@mairie-lyon.fr 
u www.mba-lyon.fr/mba/ 

 (Histoire et Sources des 
Mondes antiques) -  5189 

Maison de l’Orient et de la Méditer-
ranée () 
7, rue Raulin, -69365 Lyon Cedex 07 

c Sylviane E 
s +33 09 63 27 41 19 
e sylviane.estiot@mom.fr 

Cabinet des Médailles, Archives 
Municipales 

10 rue Clovis-Hugues, -13003 
Marseille 
c Joëlle B 
s +33 4 91 55 33 71 
 +33 4 91 55 23 38 
e jbouvry@mairie-marseille.fr 
u www.documentation-provence. 

org/orgs/83.htm 

Musée Dobrée 

18 rue Voltaire, Bp 40415, -44004 
Nantes 
c Gildas S 
s +33 2 40 71 03 50 
 +33 2 40 73 29 40 
e gildas.salaun@loire-atlantique.fr 
u www.loire-atlantique.fr/jcms/ 

cg_7520/musee/dobree 

Société de Numismatique Asiatique 

86 quai de la Fosse, -44100 Nantes 
c François J 
s +33 2 43 04 13 62 
e numis.asia@orange.fr 
u https://sites.google.com/site/ 

societedenumismatiqueasiatique/
home 

 Centre Ernest-Babelon 

3d rue de la Férollerie, -45071 
Orléans Cedex 2 
c Sylviane N-P 
s +33 2 38 25 52 49 
 +33 2 38 25 76 88 
e nieto@cnrs-orleans.fr 

Les Amis de l
,
Euro (AD€) 

100, rue de Lille, -59200 Tourcoing 
c Marc T 
  +33 6 10 87 97 30 
s +33 1 75 43 49 41 
 +33 1 75 43 49 42 
e president@amisdeleuro.org 
u www.amisdeleuro.org 
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Direction des Monnaies et Médailles 

11 quai Conti, -75006 Paris 
c Jean-Luc D 
s +33 1 40 46 55 25 
 +33 1 40 46 57 09 
e jean-luc.desnier@monnaie 

deparis.fr 
u www.monnaiedeparis.fr 

Département des Monnaies, mé-
dailles et antiques de la Bibliothèque 
nationale de France 

58 rue de Richelieu, -75084 Paris 
Cedex 02 
c Frédérique D 
s +33 1 53 79 83 40 
 +33 1 53 79 89 47 
e frederique.duyrat@bnf.fr 
u www.bnf.fr/fr/la_bnf/dpt_mma 

Société Française de Numismatique 

Bibliothèque nationale de France, 
58 rue de Richelieu, -75084 Paris 
Cedex 02 
c Le Secrétaire 
s +33 1 53 79 86 26 
 +33 1 53 79 86 28 
u www.sfnum.asso.fr 

Musée Numismatique J. Puig 

42 av. de Grande-Bretagne, -66000 
Perpignan 
c Sabine C 
s +33 4 68 62 37 61 
 +33 4 68 34 76 55 
e musee-puig@mairie-perpignan. 

com 
u www.mairie-perpignan.fr/index. 

php?np=1076 

Musée Saint-Raymond 

Musée des Antiques de Toulouse, 
1ter place Saint-Sernin, -31000 
Toulouse 
c Pascal C 
s +33 5 61 22 21 85 
 +33 5 61 22 31 25 
e pascal.capus@mairie-toulouse.fr 
u www.saintraymond.toulouse.fr 

CeTHiS (Centre tourangeau d’His-
toire et d’Études des Sources) 

3, rue des Tanneurs, bp 4103, 
-37041 Tours 
c Pierre-Olivier Hochard 
e pcethis@univ-tours.fr 

GERMANY – ALLEMAGNE 

Münzkabinett der Staatlichen Museen 

Preussischer Kulturbesitz, Geschwister-
Scholl-Strasse 6, -10117 Berlin 
c Bernhard W 
s +49 30 266 42 5401 
 +49 30 266 42 5402 
e mk@smb.spk-berlin.de 
u www.smb.museum/ikmk 

Griechisches Münzwerk 

Berlin-Brandenburgische Akademie 
der Wissenschaften, Jägerstrasse 
22-23, -10117 Berlin 
c Ulrike P 
s +49 30 20370501 
 +49 30 20370376 
e peter@bbaw.de 

Deutsches Historisches Museum 

Head of Financial and Economic 
History Collections 
Unter den Linden 2, -10117 Berlin 
c Lili Reyels 
e reyels@dhm.de 

Staatliche Kunstsammlungen 
Dresden, Münzkabinett 

Residenzschloss, Taschenberg 2, 
-01067 Dresden 
c Rainer G 
s +49 351 4914 3230 
 +49 351 4914 3233 
e rainer.grund@skd.museum 
u www.skd.museum 

Erfurter Münzfreunde e.V. 

Teichgasse 28, D-99099 Erfurt 
c Dr. Hans-Jürgen U 
s +49 361 41 43 24 
e ErfurterMuenzfreunde@gmx.de 
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Institut für Archäologische Wissen-
schaften, Abt. II: Archäologie und 
Geschichte der römischen Provinzen 
sowie Hilfswissenschaften der 
Altertumskunde 

Grüneburgplatz 1 – Fach 136, 
-60629 Frankfurt am Main 
c Fleur K 
s +49 69 798 32267 (Sekretariat) 
 +49 69 798 32268 
e kemmers@em.uni-frankfurt.de 

Deutsche Bundesbank, Numismatik 
und Geldgeschichte 

Wilhelm-Epstein-Strasse 14, 
-60431 Frankfurt am Main 
c Hendrik M 
s +49 69 9566 6164 
 +49 69 9566 50 6164 
e numismatik@bundesbank.de 
u www.bundesbank.de/numismatik 

Verband der Deutschen Münzen-
händler 

c/o Dr. Busso Peus Nachf., Bornwie-
senweg 34, -60322 Frankfurt 
c Christoph R 
s +49 69 95 96 62-21 
 +49 69 55 59 95 
e info@peus-muenzen.de 

Historische Museen Hamburg - Mu-
seum für Hamburgische Geschichte 

Holstenwall 24, -20355 Hamburg 
c Ralf W 
s +49 40 428132-2363 
 +49 40 428132-3103 
e Ralf.Wiechmann@ 

Hamburgmuseum.de 
u www.hamburgmuseum.de 

Museen für Kulturgeschichte der 
Stadt Hannover - Museum August 
Kestner, Sammlung Münzen und 
Medaillen 

Trammplatz 3, -30159 Hannover 
c Simone V 
s +49 511 168 42120 
 +49 511 168 46530 
e museum-August-Kestner@ 

hannoverstadt.de 

u www.museum-august-kestner.de 

Deutsche Numismatische Gesellschaft 

Verband der Deutschen Münzvereine e.V. 
St. Gallus-Str. 11, 67063 Ludwigshafen 
c Dr. Barbara S 
s +49 621 69 92 71 
e worbs@aureus-gmbh.de 
u www.numismatische-

gesellschaft.de 

Numismatische Kommission der 
Länder in der Bundesrepublik 
Deutschland 

Staatliche Münzsammlung München 
Residenzstrasse 1, -80333 München 
c Dietrich O.A. K 
s +49 89 22 72 21 
 +49 89 29 98 59 
e info@staatliche-

muenzsammlung.de 
u www.staatliche-

muenzsammlung.de 

Badisches Landesmuseum, Münz-
kabinett 

Schlossbezirk 10, -76131 Karlsruhe 1 
c Oliver S 
s +49 721 92 6515 
 +49 721 92 6537 
e oliver.saenger@landesmuseum.de 
u www.landesmuseum.de 

Bayerische Numismatische Gesell-
schaft e. V. 

Residenzstrasse 1 (c/o Staatliche 
Münzsammlung), -80333 München 
c Kristian Nicol W 
s +49 8022 705 826 
 +49 8022 705 849 
e n.worbs@bngev.de 

Kommission für Alte Geschichte und 
Epigraphik des Deutschen Archäolo-
gischen Instituts 

Amalienstrasse 73b, -80799 München 
c Johannes N 
s +49 89 28 67 67-73 or 60 
 +49 89 28 67 67-80 
e info.aek@dainst.de 
u www.dainst.org/mitarbeiter 
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Staatliche Münzsammlung München 

Residenzstrasse 1, -80333 München 
c Dietrich O.A. K 
s +49 89 22 72 21 
 +49 89 29 98 59 
e info@staatliche-

muenzsammlung.de 
u www.staatliche-

muenzsammlung.de 

Westfälisches Landesmuseum, 
Münzkabinett 

Domplatz 10, -48143 Münster 
c Stefan K 
s +49 251 5907258 
 +49 251 5907210 
e stefan.koetz@gmx.de 

Germanisches Nationalmuseum, 
Münzkabinett 

Kornmarkt 1, -90402 Nürnberg 
c Matthias N 
s +49 911 1331251 
 +49 911 1331200 
e archive@gnm.de 
u www.gnm.de 

University of Tübingen, Institut für 
Archäologie, Numismatische Arbeits-
stelle & Abteilung für Orient- und 
Islamwissenschaft 

Burgsteige 11, -72070 Tübingen 
c Stefan Krmnicek 
e stefan.krmnicek@uni-tuebingen. 

de 

GREECE – GRÈCE 

Alpha Bank, Numismatic Collection 

Stadiou 40, -102 52 Athens 
c Dimitra T 
s +30 210 3262 460/1 
 +30 210 3262 462 
e numismatic@alpha.gr 
u www.alphanumismatics.gr 

 

 

 

 (Welfare Foundation for Social 
& Cultural Affairs) 

Amalias 4, -105 57 Athens 
c Yannis S 
s +30 210 729 93 66 
e ystoyas@gmail.com 

Numismatic Museum 

Iliou Melathron, Panepistimiou 12, 
-106 71 Athens 
c George K 
s +30 210 364 3774 
 +30 210 363 5953 
e nma@otenet.gr 
u www.nma.gr 

Institute of Historical Research 

The National Hellenic Research 
Foundation (KeRA) 48, Vassileos 
Constantinou avenue, -116 35 
Athens 
c Sophia K 
s +30 210 727 36 86 
s +30 210 727 36 78 
 +30 210 723 41 45 

HUNGARY – HONGRIE 

Magyar Numizmatikai Társulat, 
Société Numismatique Hongroise 

Csepreghy u. 4. Fasz. 2, -1085 
Budapest  
c Melinda J. T 
s +36 1 3270 704 
e mnt@numizmatika.org 
u www.numizmatika.org 

Musée National de Hongrie, Cabinet 
des Monnaies et Médailles 

Múzeum Körút 14-16, Postsbok 364, 
-1088 Budapest  
c Melinda J. T 
s +36 1 3277 777 
e torbagyi.melinda@hnm.hu 
u www.hnm.hu 

 

 



146 

ISRAEL – ISRAEL 

Israel Numismatic Society 

The Israel Museum, P.O. Box 71117, 
Jerusalem 91710, Israel 
c Haim G 
s +972 267 08831 
 +972 267 08906 
e gitler@imj.org.il 
u www.ins.org.il 

ITALY – ITALIE 

Università della Calabria, Diparti-
mento di Scienze Umanistiche, 
Cattedra di Numismatica 

Ponte Pietro Bucci, cubo 28–d, 
-87037 Arcavacata di Rende  
c Benedetto C 
s +39 0984 49 4472 
 +39 0984 49 4411 
e bencarroccio@iol.it 

Università degli Studi di Bologna, 
Dipartimento di Storia Culture 
Civiltà, Cattedra di Numismatica 

Via Zamboni 38, -40126 Bologna 
c Anna Lina M 
s +39 051 2098761 
 +39 051 222706 
e a.morelli@unibo.it 
u www.numismatica.unibo.it 

Museo Civico Archeologico 

Via Musei 8, -41024 Bologna 
c Paola G 
s +39 051 233849 
 +39 051 266516 
e paola.giovetti@comune.bologna.it 
u www.comune.bologna.it/ 

museoarcheologico/ 

Università degli studi di Salerno, 
Dipartimento di Scienze del Patri-
monio Culturale 

Via Ponte don Melillo, -84084 
Fisciano () 
c Renata C 
s +39 089 962 113/962 136 
 +39 089 964 399 
e rcantilena@unisa.it 

Circolo Numismatico Ligure ‘Corrado 
Astengo’ 

c/o Società Ligure di Storia Patria, 
Palazzo Ducale, Piazza Matteotti 5, 
I-16123 Genova 
c Giuseppe F 
s +39 010 311339 
e circolonumastengo@gmail.com 

dafist 

Università di Genova, 2, via Balbi, 
-16126 Genova 
c Fabio N 
s +39 010 209 51803 
e fabio.negrino@unige.it 

Cattedra di Numismatica greca e 
romana, Dipartimento di Civiltà 
Antiche e Moderne, Università degli 
Studi di Messina 

Polo dell,Annunziata, -98168 
Messina 
c Maria C C 
s +39 090 3503397 
e maria.caltabiano@unime.it 

Dipartimento di Storia, archeologia e 
storia dell

,
arte 

Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, 
Largo A Gemelli 1, -20123 Milano 
c Claudia P 
s +39 02 72342530 
 +39 02 72343908 
e claudia.perassi@unicatt.it 

Università degli Studi di Milano, 
Dipartimento di Studi Storici, 
Cattedra di Numismatica medievale 
e moderna 

Via Festa del Perdono 7, -20122 
Milano 
c Lucia T 
s +39 02 50 31 29 02 
 +39 02 50312904 
e lucia.travaini@unimi.it – 

travaini.lucia@gmail.com 
u www.luciatravaini.it 
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Università degli studi di Milano, 
Dipartimento di scienze dell

,
anti-

chità, Cattedra di numismatica 
antica 

Via Festa del Perdono 7, -20122 
Milano 
c Adriano S 
s +39 02 50 31 29 41 
 +39 02 50 31 25 92 
e adriano.savio@unimi.it 

Società Numismatica Italiana 

Via Orti 3, -20122 Milano 
c Gian Angelo S 
s/ +39 02 9439 1024 
e segreteria@socnumit.org 
u www.socnumit.org 

Veneranda Biblioteca Ambrosiana, 
Gabinetto Numismatico 

Piazza Pio , 2, -20123 Milan 
c Giancarlo A 
s +39 02 806 921 
e alteri@vatlib.it 
u www.ambrosiana.eu 

Centro Internazionale di Studi 
Numismatici 

Villa Livia, Parco Grifeo 13, -80121 
Napoli 
c Marina T0 
s +39 081 681112 
e talierci@unina.it – 

cisnum@libero.it 
u www.storia.unina.it/centri/ 

numismati.html 

Museo Bottacin 

Palazzo Zuckermann, Corso Garibaldi 
33, -35123 Padova 
c Valeria V 
s +39 049 820 5675 
 +39 049 877 4671 
e museo.bottacin@comune.padova.it 

Museo Archeologico Regionale 
‘Antonino Salinas’ 

24, Piazza Olivella, -90100 Palermo 
c Lucina G 

s +39 091 6116 806/807 
 +39 091 6110 740 
e museo.arche.pa.uo2@regione. 

sicilia.it 
u www.regione.sicilia.it/ 

beniculturali/salinas 

Istituto Italiano di Numismatica 

Palazzo Barberini, Via Quattro 
Fontane 13, -00184 Roma 
c Sara S 
s/ +39 06 4743603 
e istituto@istitutoitaliano 

numismatica.it 
u www.istitutoitaliano 

numismatica.it/storia.asp 

Università di Roma – Sapienza 
Istituto Italiano di Studi Orientali - 
Islamic Numismatics 

Circonvallazione Tiburtina 4, 
-00185 Roma 
c Arianna ’O 
s +39 348 516 2093 
e Arianna.dottone@uniroma1.it 

Museo Archeologico Regionale 
‘Paolo Orsi’, Medagliere 

Viale Teocrito, 66, -96100 Siracusa 
c Gioconda L 
s +39 0931 489509 
 +39 0931 489532 
e gioconda.lamagna@regione.sicilia.it 

University of Trieste – Department 
of Numismatics 

Via del Lazzaretto Vecchio, 6, -34121 
Trieste 
c Bruno C 
s +39 040 558 2856 
e bcallegher@units.it 

Museo di Castelvecchio 

Corso Castelvecchio 2, -37121 Verona 
c Antonella A 
s +39 045 8062611 
 +39 045 8010729 
e castelvecchio@Comune.Verona.it 
u www.comune.verona.it/ 

castelvecchio/ cvsito 
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LUXEMBOURG – LUXEMBOURG 

Cabinet des Médailles, Musée 
National d

,
Histoire et d

,
Art 

Marché-aux-Poissons, -2345 
Luxembourg 
c François R 
s +352 47 93 30 217 
 +352 47 93 30 271 
e francois.reinert@mnha.etat.lu 

MALTA 

Malta Numismatic Society 

5, Cathedral Street, Sliema - Malta 
c Simon Ellul S 
s + 00356 7777 1111 
e pres@mns.mt 

THE NETHERLANDS – PAYS-BAS 

Central Bank of The Netherlands, 
National Numismatic Collection 

P.O. Box 98, -1000  Amsterdam 
c Paul B 
s +31 20 524 9111 
e info.nnc@dnb.nl 

Koninklijk Nederlands Genootschap 
voor Munt- en Penningkunde 

Paul Gabrielstraat 109, -2596  
Den Haag 
c Ernst W 
s +41 44 780 60 37 
e info@koninklijkgenootschap.nl 

Teylers Museum 

Spaarne 16, -2011  Haarlem 
c Marjan S 
s +31 23 5319010 
 +31 23 5342004 
e mscharloo@teylersmuseum.nl 

NORWAY – NORVÈGE 

Kulturhistorisk museum, Universi-
tetet i Oslo Numismatisk Bibliotek 

Box 6762 St Olavs Plass, -0130 Oslo 
Contacts: Svein Harald G 
(Viking age and medieval coins, 
orders, banknotes and Norwegian 

monetary history) 
s +47 22 85 99 46 
 +47 22 85 97 69 
e s.h.gullbekk@khm.uio.no 
Håkon R 
(Greek, Roman and Byzantine coins, 
oriental coins, medals, modern 
Norwegian monetary history) 
s +47 22 85 99 48 
 +47 22 85 97 69 
e hakon.roland@khm.uio.no 
Collection manager, Anette S 
(responsible for managing the 
numismatic collection and the 
collection of classical antiquities) 
s +47 22 85 99 43 
 +47 22 85 97 69 
e anette.sattem@khm.uio.no 
u www.khm.uio.no 

 Vitenskapsmuseet ( 
University Museum) – Section for 
Archaeology and Cultural History 

Erling Skakkes gate 47, -7491 
Trondheim 
c Birgitte S (Head of Department) 
s +47 73 59 21 70 
 +47 73 59 22 38 
e post@vm.ntnu.no 
 arkeologi@vm.ntnu.no 

PERU – PÉROU 
Instituto de Investigación Numis-
mática 

132 El Pedregal, Lima 33 
c Eduardo Carlos D 
C 
e dargenteduardoc@gmail.com 

POLAND – POLOGNE 

Komitet Nauk Historycznych, 
Komisja Numizmatyczna 

Al. Solidarności 105,  00-140 
Warsaw 
c Borys P 
s +48 22 620 28 81 
 +48 22 624 01 00 

 



 149 

National Museum Kraków, 
Numismatic Cabinet 

Ul. J. pilsudskiego 12,  31-109 
Kraków 
c Jaroslaw B 
s +48 12 292 64 40 
e bodzek@02.pl 

National Museum Warsaw Depart-
ment of Coins and Medals 

Al. Jerozolimskie 3,  00-495 
Warsaw 
c Andrzej R 
s +48 22 621 10 31 ext. 252, 347 
 +48 22 622 85 59 
e aromanowski@mnw.art.pl 

Polskie Towarzystwo Numiz-
matyczne – Polish Numismatic 
Society 

Ul. Jezuicka 6,  00-281 Warsaw 
c Barbara S 
s/ +48 22 831 39 28 
e ptn@ptn.pl 
u www.ptn.pl 

University of Warsaw, Institute of 
Archaeology 

Szkola Glówna, ul. Krakowskie 
przedmieście 26/28,  00-927 
Warsaw 
c Aleksander B 
s +48 22 5522827 
 +48 225522801 
e abursche@yahoo.com 

ROMANIA – ROUMANIE 

National History Museum of 
Romania 

12 Victoriei Road, Sector 3, 
-010082 Bucharest 
c Martin T 
s +40 21 315 82 07 
 +40 21 311 33 56 
e direct@mnir.ro 
u www.mnir.ro 

 

 

Institut d’Archéologie „Vasile 
Parvan“, Cabinet des Médailles 

11 Rue Henri Coandă, -010667 
Bucharest 
c Aurel V 
s +40 212 88 62 
 +40 212 88 62 
e iab_vparvan@yahoo.com 

Societatea Numismatica Română 

Biblioteca Academiei Romane, 
Cabinetul numismatic, Popa Tatu Str. 
20, sector 1, -010805 Bucharest 
c Emanuel P 
s +40 723 241303 
e viorel.petac@gmail.com 

RUSSIA – RUSSIE 

The State Historical Museum, 
Dept. of Numismatics 

Red Square 1, -109012 Moscow 
c Alexander S (Director) 
s +7495 292 2269 
 +7495 692 2269 
 +7495 925 9527 

Igor S (Keeper of 
Numismatic Department) 
s +74 95 692 2873 
 +74 95 921 5316 

State Pushkin Museum of Fine Arts 

12 Volkhonka st., -119019 Moscow 
c Nataliya S 
s +74 95 203 7414 
 +74 95 203 4674 
e smirnovanataliya@mail.ru 
u www.museum.ru/gmii 

International Numismatic Club 

24, Bolshoy Afanasievskiy, -
119019 Moscow 
c Alexandra M 
s +7495 637 9493 
 +7495 637 9401 
e A.Mityaeva@coinmuseum.ru 
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The State Hermitage Museum 

St. Petersburg, Dvortsovaya Nab, 34, 
-190000 St. Petersburg 
c Konstantin V. K 
s/ +7812 710 90 06 
e konstantin-kra@hermitage.ru; 

kriss2004@yandex.ru 

SERBIA 
Institute of Archaeology 

Kneza Mihaila 35/IV, SERBIA-
11000 Belgrade 
c Vujadin I 
s +381 11 2637 191 
 +381 11 2180 189 
e vujadin.ivanisevic@gmail.com 

institut@ai.ac.rs 

SLOVENIA – SLOVÉNIE 

Narodni Muzej Slovenije, Numis-
matični kabinet 

Prešernova 20, -1000 Ljubljana 
c Andrej Š 
s +386 1 241 44 37 
e andrej.semrov@nms.si 
u www.narmuz-lj.si/english/ 

12_departments/coin_cabinet/ 
coin_cabinet.html 

SPAIN – ESPAGNE 

Asociación Numismática Española 

Diputació 297, 3o 1a, -08009 
Barcelona 
c Simeón G-N C 
s +34 93 318 8245 
 +34 93 318 9062 
e ane@numisane.org 
u www.ane.org.es 

Gabinet Numismàtic de Catalunya 

Museu Nacional d,Art de Catalunya, 
Palau Nacional, Parc de Montjuïc, 
-08038 Barcelona 
c Albert E 
s +34 93 622 0360 
 +34 93 622 0374 

e albert.estrada@mnac.cat 
u www.mnac.cat 

Societat Catalana d
,
Estudis Numis-

màtics 

Carrer del Carme 47, -08001 
Barcelona 
c Xavier S 
s +34 3 457 3876 
 +34 3 457 9277 
e scen@iec.cat 

Fundación para el Fomento de los 
Estudios Numismáticos  

c/ Orfila 18, -28010 Madrid 
c J. C 
s +34 91 522 8030 
 +34 91 523 3585 
e juan@cayon.com 

Departamento de Numismática y 
Medallistica, Museo Arqueológico 
Nacional 

c/ Serrano 13, -28001 Madrid 
c Paloma O 
s +34 91 577 7912-224 
 +34 91 431 6840 
e paloma.otero@mcu.es 
u man.mcu.es 

Museo Casa de la Moneda 

F.N.M.T., M.C.M. Jorge Juan 106, 
-28009 Madrid 
c Rafael F 
s +34 91 566 6533 
 +34 91 566 6809 
e rafael.feria@fnmt.es 
u www.museocasadelamoneda.org 

Sociedad Iberoamericana de Estudios 
Numismáticos () 

c/ Jorge Juan 106, -28009 Madrid 
c Julio T 
s +34 91 566 6536 
 +34 91 566 6809 
e museo@fnmt.es 
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Departamento de Arqueologia e 
Historia Medieval, Facultad de 
Filosofia y Letras 

Campus Universitario de Teatinos, 
-29071 Málaga 
c Bartolomé M-S 
s +34 95 213 1739 
 +34 95 213 2139 
e barmora@uma.es 

Departament de Prehistòria, Arqueo-
logia i Història Antiga, Universitat 
de València, Facultat de Història i 
Geografia 

Avda Blasco Ibáñez, no. 28, -46010 
València 
c Pere Pau R 
s +34 96 386 4124 
 +34 96 398 3887 
e pere.p.Ripolles@uv.es 
u www.uv.es–ripolles  

Museu de Prehistòria de València 

Corona 36, -46003 València 
c María Jesús  P-M 
s +34 963 883 587 
 +34 963 883 536 
e sip@dival.es 

SWEDEN – SUÈDE 

Kungl. Myntkabinettet – Royal Coin 
Cabinet 

National Museum of Economy 
P.O. Box 5428, -114 84 Stockholm 
c Cecilia  H 
s +46 8 5195 5310 
 +46 8 5195 5315 
e cecilia.vonheijne@shm.se 
u www.myntkabinettet.se 

Numismatiska Forskningsgruppen – 
Stockholm Numismatic Institute 
Stockholm University 

-106 91 Stockholm 
c Kenneth J 
s +46 8 6747755 
e kenneth.jonsson@ark.su.se 
u www.archaeology.su.se–numis 

matiska-forskningsgruppen 

Rut och Bengt Holméns stiftelse för 
numismatik 

Eklandagatan 12, -412 55 Göteborg 
c Eje J 
s +46 705-927 291 
e eje@evenco.se 

Svenska Numismatiska Föreningen 
– Swedish Numismatic Society 

Banérgatan 17 , -115 22 
Stockholm 
c President 
s +46 8 6675598 
 +46 8 6670771 
e info@numismatik.se 
u www.users.wineasy.se/snf/ 

index.html 

Uppsala University, Coin Cabinet 

Gustavianum, Akademigatan 3, 
-753 10, Uppsala 

c Ragnar H 
s +46 18 471 17 22 
 +46 18 471 75 69 
e ragnar.hedlund@gustavianum. 

uu.se 
u www.myntkabinettet.uu.se 

SWITZERLAND – SUISSE 

Historisches Museum Basel, Münz-
kabinett 

Steinenberg 4, -4051 Basel 
c Andrea C 
s +41 61 2058 600 
 +41 61 2058 601 
e Andreas.Casoli@bs.ch 
u www.hmb.ch 

Bernisches Historisches Museum 

Helvetiaplatz 5, -3005 Bern 
c Daniel S 
s +41 31 350 77 31 
 +41 31 350 77 99 
e daniel.schmutz@bhm.ch 
u www.bhm.ch 
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Inventar der Fundmünzen der 
Schweiz () 

Hischengraben 11, Postfach, -3001 
Bern 
c Rahel C. A 
s +41 31 311 34 24 
 +41 31 311 34 25 
e rahel.ackermann@fundmuenzen.ch 
u www.fundmuenzen.ch 

Circolo Numismatico Ticinese () 

c/o Danilo P, Novamar-
keting sa,  1623, -6830 Chiasso 
c Fabrizio R 
s +41 19 19225873 
e Fabrizio.rossini@romisa.ch 

Schweizerische Numismatische 
Gesellschaft/Société suisse de 
Numismatique 

c/o Ueli F (Präsident), 
Herrengasse 12, -8640 Rapperswil 
SG 
s +41 44 341 4247 
e hueli.friedlaender@bluewin.ch 
u www.numisuisse.org 

Musée d
,
Art et d

,
Histoire, Cabinet 

Numismatique 

Rue Charles Galland, Case postale 
3432, -1200 Genève 
c Matteo C 
s +41 22 4182600 
 +41 22 4182601 
e matteo.campagnolo@ville-ge.ch 

Musée cantonal d’archéologie et 
d’histoire – collection monnaies et 
médailles 

Place de la Riponne 6, Palais de 
Rumine, -1014 Lausanne 
c Julia Gnechesi 
s +41 21 3163940 
e mcah@vd.ch 
u www.mcah.ch/collections/ 

monnaies-et-medailles/ 

 

 

Cabinet de Numismatique de Neu-
châtel, Musée d

,
Art et d

,
Histoire 

Case postale, -2001 Neuchâtel 
c Nicolas C 
s +41 32 7177920 
 +41 32 7177929 
e Nicolas.Consiglio@ne.ch 
u www.mahn.ch 

Münzkabinett und Antiken-
sammlung der Stadt Winterthur 

Villa Bühler, Lindstrasse 8, Postfach, 
-8402 Winterthur 
c Benedikt Z 
s +41 52 267 51 46 
 +41 52 267 66 81 
e benedikt.zaech@win.ch 
u www.muenzkabinett.org 

Freie Vereinigung Zürcher Numis-
matiker 

c/o Dr. des. Christian W, Kurator 
Numismatik und Siegel, Landes-
museum Zürich, Museumsstraße 2, 
Postfach -8021 Zürich 
e christian.weiss@snm.admin.ch 

Schweizerisches Nationalmuseum, 
Landesmuseum Zürich, Münz-
kabinett 

Museumstraße 2, PF, -8021 Zürich 
c Christian W 
s +41 58 466 65 16 
 +41 44 211 29 49 
e christian.weiss@national-

museum. ch 
u www.musee-suisse.ch/d/ 

sammlung/wissenschaft_und_ 
sammlungen/numismatik.php 

TAIWAN – TAIWAN 

National Museum of History 

49 Nan Hai Road, Taipei City 10066, 
Taiwan 
c Hui-Chuan H 
s +886 2 2361 0270 ext. 207 
 +886 2 2331 1086 
e carol@nmh.gov.tw 
u www.nmh.gov.tw 
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TURKEY – TURQUIE 

Université d’Ankara, Faculté des 
Lettres, Département d’Archéologie 
Classique 

06100 Sihhiye - Ankara, Turquie 
c Zeynep Çizmeli O 
s/ +90 232 745 1413 
e dtcf@humanity.ankara.edu.tr 
 zeynepogun69@gmail.com 

UNITED KINGDOM – ROYAUME-UNI 

The Barber Institute of Fine Arts, 
Dept. of Coins, The University of 
Birmingham 

Edgbaston, Birmingham 15 2 
c Maria V 
s +44 121 414 7332 
 +44 121 414 3370 
e m.c.vrij@bham.ac.uk 
u www.barber.org.uk/coins/index. 

html 

The Fitzwilliam Museum, Dept. of 
Coins and Medals 

Trumpington Street, Cambridge 
2 1 
c Adrian P 
s +44 1223 332949 
 +44 1223 332923 
e ap345@cam.ac.uk 
u www.fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk/dept/ 

coins/ 

The National Museum of Wales, 
Department of Archaeology and 
Numismatics 

Cathays park, Cardiff 10 3 
c Dr. Mark R 
s +44 29 2057 3223 
e mark.redknap@museumwales. 

ac.uk 
u www.museumwales.ac.uk/en/ 

archaeology/ 

National Museum of Scotland 

Chambers Street, Edinburgh 1 1 
c The Director of the Library 
s +44 131 247 42 71 
e g.rogers@nms.ac.uk 

u www.nms.ac.uk 

The Hunterian 

The University of Glasgow, Univer-
sity Avenue, Glasgow 12 8 
c Jesper E 
s +44 141 330 4221 or 4289 
 +44 141 330 3617 
e jesper.ericsson@glasgow.ac.uk 
u www.hunterian.gla.ac.uk 

The British Museum, Department 
of Coins and Medals 

Great Russell Street, London 
1 3 
c Philip A 
s +44 20 7323 8260 
 +44 20 7323 8171 
e pattwood@thebritishmuseum. 

ac.uk 
u www.thebritishmuseum.ac.uk/ 

cm/cmhome.html 

Royal Numismatic Society 

The British Museum, Great Russell 
Street, London 1 3 
c Nicholas M 
s +44 207 323 8228 
 +44 207 323 8171 
u www.numismatics.org.uk 

Ashmolean Museum, Heberden Coin 
Room 

Beaumont Street, Oxford 1 2 
c Chris H 
s +44 1865 278063 
 +44 1865 278057 
e chris.howgego@ashmus.ox.ac.uk 
u www.ashmolean.org/departments/ 

heberdencoinroom/ 

The Royal Mint 

Llantrisant, Pontyclun, Mid Glamor-
gan 7 8 
c Kevin C 
s +44 1443 222111 
 +44 1443 228799 
u www.royalmint.com 
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British Numismatic Society 

The Warburg Institute, Woburn 
Square, London 1 0 
Current president: Roger B, 
Keeper of Portable Antiquities & 
Treasure, c/o British Museum, 
-London 1 3 
c The President 
s +44 20 7323 8611 
e roger.bland@btinternet.com 
u www.britnumsoc.org 

Oriental Numismatic Society 

9 Grandison Road, London 11 6 
c Peter S 
s +44 207 228 6826 
e uk-ri@onsnumis.org 
u www.onsnumis.org 

British Numismatic Trade Association 

P.O. Box 2, Rye, East Sussex 31 7 
c Rosemary C 
s/ +44 1797 229988 
e secretary@bnta.net 
u www.bnta.net 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA – 
ÉTATS-UNIS D

,
AMÉRIQUE 

Harvard Art Museums, Division of 
Asian and Mediterranean Art 

32 Quincy Street, Cambridge, 
 02138,  
c Carmen A-B 
s +1 617 496 9274 
 +1 617 495 5211 
e Carmen_Arnold-Biucchi@ 

harvard.edu 
u www.harvardartmuseums.org 

Yale University Art Gallery, Dept. of 
Coins and Medals 

PO Box 208271, New Haven, 
 06520-8271,  
c Benjamin H 
s +1 203 432 1801 
 +1 203 432 6013 
e benjamin.hellings@yale.edu 
u www.artgallery.yale.edu 

 

The American Numismatic Society 

75 Varick Street, floor 11, New York, 
 10013,  
c Ute W 
s +1 212 571 4470 
 +1 212 571 4479 
e uwk@numismatics.org 
u www.numismatics.org 

Princeton University Library 

One Washington Road, Princeton, 
 08544,  
c Alan M. S 
s +1 609 258 9127 
 +1 609 258 2324 
e astahl@princeton.edu 

The John Max Wulfing Collection, 
Kemper Art Museum 

Washington University in Saint 
Louis, Campus Box 1150 – One 
Brookings Drive, St. Louis,  
63130-4899,  
c William S. B 
s +1 314 935 4770 
e wbubelis@wustl.edu 

Dumbarton Oaks Research Library 

1703 32nd Street NW, Washington, 
 20007,  
c Barbara M 
s +1 202 339 6993 
 +1 202 339 6419 
e MersereauB@doaks.org 
u www.doaks.org/index.html 

Ancient Coin Collectors Guild 

PO Box 911, Gainsville,  65655, 
 
c Wayne G. S 
s +417 679 2142 
e director@accg.us 
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VATICAN CITY – VATICAN 

Biblioteca Apostolica Vaticana, 
Gabinetto Numismatico 

Cortile del Belvedere, -00120 
Vatican City

c Eleonora G 
s +6 698 79 406 
 +6 698 79 428 
e giampiccolo@vatlib.it 
u www.vaticanlibrary.va 
 

 
 
 
MEMBRES HONORAIRES – HONORARY MEMBERS 
 
A, Maria R. 
 Hans-Sachs-Straße 1, -60487 

Frankfurt/M., Germany 
s +49 69 707 3157 
e mralfoeldi@t-online.de 
 
A, Michel 
 24, blvd. Poissonière, -75009 

Paris, France 
e mamandry@noos.fr 
 
A, Ermanno A. 
 Via privata Cesare Battisti 2, 

-20122 Milan, Italy 
s +39 25512901 
e erarslan@tin.it 
u www.ermannoarslan.eu 
 
B, Michael L. 
Curator emeritus of Islamic Coins 
 1334 River Road, Apt. 3, Edge-

water,  07020-1424,  
e tiesenhausen@yahoo.com 
 
B, Pratipal 
 -7/7 Vasant Vitar, New Delhi 

110 057, India 
e pbhatia10@yahoo.com 
 
B, Christof 
 Höltystr. 4, -37085 Göttingen, 

Germany 
 
B, Andrew 
 19, Almorah Road, 1 3 

London, United Kingdom 
e andrewmburnett@hotmail.com 

C, Marta 
Gabinet Numismàtic de Catalunya 
 Museu Nacional d’Art de Cata-

lunya, Palau Nacional, Parc de 
Montjuïc, -08038 Barcelona, 
Spain 

e martacampodiaz@gmail.com 
 
C, Michael H. 
 11 Tavistock Place, -London 
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